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AFM LAUDED ON 
ADMINISTERING | 
OF DISK BAN. 


Philadelphia, March 1. 

Unqualified approval of the way 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians administered royalty funds 
on disks has been made by Samuel 
R. Rosenbaum, who claims the 
AFM “operated the fund as a pub- 
lic service, not as a feed-bag.” 
Rosenbaum, Philadelphia attorney, 
was appointed in December as im- 
partial trustee of the Music Per- 
formance Trust Fund, which re- 
cording and transcription compan- 
ies are setting aside as musicians’ 
royalties for independent disburse- 


! 


ment by Rosenbaum to meet Taft- 
Hartley law specifications. Rosen- 
‘baum’s appointment settled a 


James C. Petrillo recording ban 


of over a year’s duration. | 
Rosenbaum says he has had time | Munity that 
now to look into the administration | 


No Popcorn? 

Triple features, long the 
bane of the film industry, have 
now spread over into tele- | 
vision. N. Y. Daily News’ | 
WPIX, for example, has staged 
a trio of features totaling four- | 
and-a-half hours in running | 
time for tonight (Wed.). 

Station has slotted “Six Gun | 
Playhouse,” a western, for 6 | 
p.m. At 7:35 it follows with 
“Mutiny in the Big House” | 
and at 9, viewers will see Sir | 
Alexander Korda’s ‘The Man 
Who Could Work Miracles.” | 
In addition, of course, the sta- | 
tion will run its usual film 


newsreels at 7:10 and 10:30. 
} 








Odets Denies Cutting Up 


H’ wood Via ‘Knife’ Was — 
Prompted by Anger 


Having heard of a playgoer’s re- 
mark to the effect that “The Big 
Knife’ seems to be “the result of 
some man’s intense anger at a com- 
has done him some 
Clifford Odets 


personal harm,” 


of disk royalty funds under AFM | denies this in no uncertain terms. 


setup, before the Taft-Hartley nix, | 
and “found it admirable.” 


monies was fine, he said; the funds | 
were impartially administrated, 
with no favoritism shown, distri- | 
buted very evenly by formula over 
the country. In all likelihood, he 
said, he'll continue to operate along 
lines the AFM took, only difference | 


! 








‘Glass Menagerie’ In | 
Selznick Talent Deal 


Hollywood, March 1. | 

Warner Bros. has acquired rights 
‘to “The Glass Menagerie,” Ten-| 
hessee Williams’ prizewinning legit | 
“hit of three years ago, as part of, 
‘the talent loanout deal the com- 
“pany made with David O. Selznick 
two weeks ago. “Menagerie” was 
_Owned by agent Charles K. Feld- 
_Man, who negotiated the DOS-WB 
‘deal and threw in his own property 
‘to sweeten the bait for Warners. 
Feldman bought “Menagerie” 
_When the play was on Broadway. 
He paid $200,000 for it, plus 824% 
‘OF the picture’s net profits, and 

(Continued on page 63) 


‘Inside U.S.A.’ as TV Revue 


ne hour-long, once-a-week tele- 
Vision revue based on his current 
sit musical, “Inside U. S. A.,” is 
ing dickered with producer-com- 
ger Arthur Schwartz. Tele show 
, Would carry a weekly $25,000 pro- 





tention and talent nut, making it, 
e of the most costly programs | 


'0n the air. 
Format would have each week's 


show devoted to a different state, 
ing in with regional mer- | 
Beatrice Lillie and | 


us ty 
chandising. 


Jack Haley, stars of the legiter, 


pould be used whenever possible. 
are now touring with the | 
following its Broadway shut-| 
jin New 


Both 
Show, 
tering two weeks ago. 


The , wood,” he observed, “I 
‘System set up for spending the | amount running into six figures, so 


} 


“The last year I spent in Holly- | 
made an/! 


you can see I have nothing against 
the place on that score. Most of 
that money, fortunately, I was able 
to give back to the Government in | 
taxes. The principal reason I se- | 
lected Hollywood for the locale of | 
this play was because I wanted to 
write authentically—I never write | 
from hearsay—and Hollywood hap- | 
pened to be the suitable large com- | 
munity that I knew best. 


“IT might just as easily have, 
written this play against a Pitts- | 
burgh or Detroit background but | 
1 don’t know those cities. I could 
have written a similar story about 
any one of several other profes- 
sions, but there again I preferred 
to write about people with whom | 
I am familiar. 

“Furthermore, everything that 
takes place in this play actually 
has happened in Hollywood. I know 


that from experience, so once more 
i 
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LEO IMPACT 
LUfto oPONGORG 


By BOB STAHL 


Tremendous upsurge in the num- 
ber of top-spending advertisers 
catapulting into’ television has 
given video a start on its own ver- 
sion of the *49ers. This year looms 
as the Television Gold Rush of 
1949, 
tering TV are finding ‘“‘new money” 
for the medium, rather than cut- 
ting into established ad budgets. 
See story on Page 29.) 

With the year only two months 











over, 30 advertisers have already 
pacted for new TV shows on the 
four major networks, and web 


chiefs are gloating that their bill- 
ings this year should surpass their 
fondest hopes. And, say the video 
boys, that’s only the beginning. 
Figure doesn’t include the pro- 
grams bought for local sponsorship 
in the key city tele markets nor 
the mass of spots and participating 


segments wrapped up by other ad- | 


(Continued on page 40) 








‘Hamlet’ Roadshowings 
In Florida Drive-Ins 


Jacksonville, March 1. 
Because Universal is_ selling 
away trom Paramount’s Florida 
States theatre circuit in a battle 


over rentals, U has plunged into) 


an entirely new form of roadshows 
for “Hamlet,” J. Arthur Rank’s 
filmization of the Shakespeare 
classic. Company is booking the 
pic into Florida drive-ins in all 
spots where the Paramount affili- 
ate dominates the situation. The 
film is played on a one-per-day 
policy (shows start at 8:30 p.m.) 
with the price paid by patrons 
scaled on the location of the car. 


Within the next three months, | 


U plans to go for mass bookings 


of ‘‘Hamlet” in small communities. , 
Film will be played for three-to- | 


four day stretches in each house. 


(Most of the advertisers en- | 


| S.S. 10% 


One of the borscht belt 
bookers who would buy only 
acts with cars to provide trans- 
portation is attempting to 
book dates in Europe. 

He’s looking for talent with 
boats. 


Toast’ Too Hot a Cost 
Item, Emerson May Exit 
TVer; Sullivan’s Claim 


Who owns “Toast of the Town,” 
hour-long vaudeo show now aired 
Sunday nights on the CBS-TV 
web? That question was pointed 
up this week with the disclosure 
that Emerson Radio has tentative- 
ly decided to drop the high-rated 
program at conclusion of its cur- 
rent 13-week cycle. 

According to CBS execs, the 
show is strictly a house package 
and, as such, the web has full 
right to handle it following the 
Emerson exit. Ed Sullivan, col- 
umnist emcee on the program, de- 
eclared that he and Marlo Lewis, 
| exec with the Blaine-Thompson ad 
'agency, own a hefty share of the 
package. CBS intimated that Sul- 
livan might leave the show if 
there’s a change in sponsorship, 
‘but Sullivan emphasized he’ll stay 
/as emcee regardless of a switch in 
bankrollers. ‘ 
| CBS is now offering “Toast” for 
‘availability after March 20 and, 








'with several sponsors already hid- | 


ding for it, the web is confident 
it can continue the show on a com- 
' mercial basis with no time lost be- 
| tween sponsors. 


out, but no deal has been set yet. 
Emerson’s contract gives it the 


right to renew on a certain num- | 


ber of days’ notice. Outfit is be- 
lieved to be mulling an exit be- 
| cause it can no longer afford the 
upped budget called for in the re- 
newal clause. Budget is said to go 
up $2,000 per week, which would 
cost Emerson about $500,000 per 
‘year for the package. 











(Continued on page 63) 


With last week’s order by Loew | 
execs expanding spot vaude book- 
ings throughout the country, the 
major circuits are now able to offer 
more than 50 weeks of playing 
time, As fast as attractions can be 
built, the majors will use them In 
as many situations as possible. 
With indie time, about 100 weeks 
are available. 

The 50 weeks are only part of 
the time that’s available in the cir- 
cuit houses. Many theatre bookers 
will open up nearly any house at 
will in order to break up Jumps, | 
permit a star to break in material, | 
or to provide more playing time 
for a band or attraction. | 


In addition, the majors’ houses 
York and Chicago regu- 


| bookings 


larly play acts for more than a 
week. The 50 weeks are now avail- 


able at any time a suitable head- | 
|liner can stay out that long. 


Last week, Loew toppers asked 
booker Sidney Piermont to get 
shows into Providence, Louisville, 
Syracuse, St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Columbus, Canton and Dayton. 
Previously. circuit announced that 


‘it would book shows in Buffalo, 


Rochester, Norfolk, Richmond, 
Cleveland, Waterbury, and Akron. 
In addition, Loew’s plays shows 
regularly at the Capitol theatres 
in New York and Washington. 
Also rapidly expanding its spot 
is the Warner circuit, 
which now has seven weeks. Aside 
from New York, chain is running 


ispot layouts in Pittsburgh, Phila-, 


Major Circuils Offer 50 Weeks of Vaude, 
Indies 50 More As Acts’ Top Outlet in 


Years 


delphia, Buffalo, San Francisco, 
Washington and Utica. 


Cleveland. Cincinnati, San Fran- 

‘cisco, Rochester, Syracuse, Dayton, 

Columbus and Minneapolis. 
Paramount, in addition to its 


regular houses in New York, Chi- | 
has spot situa- | 


cago and Miami, 
tions in Omaha, Chicago, Boston, 
Detroit. Buffalo, San Francisco, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
Salt Lake City, and most of the 
Great States circuit in the midwest. 
In addition, jumps are broken by 


one or two day playdates in a num- ! 


ber of Ohio cities. Paramount will 


start an occasional one-day booking | 


‘at the Tower theatre, Upper Darby 
(a Philly suburb) as a _ break-in 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Web is reportedly | 
pitching Robert Q. Lewis to re- | 
place Sullivan if Emerson drops | 


RKO shuttles talent into Boston, ' 


Atlanta, | 


NEW “49ers: VIDEO'S GOLD RUSH 


1, 


POUND HOME PIX 
AS TOP MART 


FOR SCRIBES 


With income from book and 
|; Magazine writing on the slide, au- 
thors are currently being hit with 
a sledge by New York story de- 
partments of major film companies 
to get them to write for the screen. 
Story eds are pounding home the 
argument that films can be a writ- 
er’s most remunerative market and 
he’s a sucker to skip it. 

Desire of the majors to get more 
scriveners pounding out material 
aimed at Hollywood is a result of 
several factors. First is the pau- 
city of acceptable published mate- 
rial which the story departments 
have been able to scare up in the 
past few years. Either the writers 
have changed or Hollywood has 
changed in its demands, but since 
the end of the war most books and 
mag fiction have been sub-standard 
as far as the studios are concerned. 

Secondary factor in trying to 
line up story material directly for 
the screen is the demand for econ- 
omy. Most studios don’t want to 
pay high prices for published 
yarns, since this entails not only 
the original cost, but usually a gen- 
erous additional charge before an 
adaptation and screenplay results. 
Tales more directly slanted for the 

(Continued on page 63) 





US. Showman to Build 
Theatres, Hotels, Etc., 
In New State of Israel 


Two theatres in Israel. a 1,700- 
seater in Tel Aviv and a _ 1,500- 
seater in Haifa, will be the first 
projects undertaken by the group 
,of New York film execs who or- 
| ganized a syndicate last week to 
finance amusement enterprises in 
the new Jewish state. Fred J. 
| Schwartz, Century circuit topper, 
was named chairman of the group 
at a session Monday (28). 

Outfit is laying plans to raise 
$1,000,000 in capital via shares at 
$10,000 each. It is figured this will 
be more than enough for the two 
theatres and investments may then 
follow in picture production, ho- 
tels, resorts, ballrooms, etc. It’s 
| not a charity or philanthropic plan, 


(Continued on page 48 


Fred Allen’s 5G Wkly. Nix 


Chicago. March 1 
Mutual network has offered Fred 
Allen $5,000 a week to do a five- 
/Minute nighttime program cross- 
the-board next season, but Allen 
has nixed it on the basis that he 
wants to get out of radio, at least 
for a year. He checks off the Sun- 
| day night NBC Ford Dealers pro- 
gram at end of current season. 
Mutual was willing to plunk 
down the coin even without a spon- 
sor if it was agreeable to Allen. 
But it was strictly no dice with the 
\ comedian. 
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Zanucks’ $349,946 Tax Refund 
Tops Show Biz Kickbacks for ‘48 


42 
? 


‘Lawson, Trumbo # =: 
In Court of D 


Washington, March 1. 


U. S. Court of Appeals has under 
advisement appeals of Hollywood 
scripters John Howard Lawson and 
Dalton Trumbo from a lower court 





Washington March 1. 

Darryl Zanuck, 20th-Fox studio 
production chief, drew the biggest 
tax refund from Uncle Sam during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1948, according to Bureau of In- | 
ternal Revenue figures released 
ever the weekend. Under Califor-, 
nia’s split-inw me law, Zanuck got 








bh 





back $174,973 and his wife, Vir- 
ginia, got another $174,973, making 
a total refund of $349,946. 

Second honors for taking it away 
from the Government went to Louis 
B. Mayer, with $78,003, and Marga- 
ret Mayer, received another $78,114, 


conviction for criminal contempt | 
of Congress. | 

Decision on appeal, which was | 
argued here past Thursday (24), | 
is not likely to be handed down for 
six weeks to two months. 





or a total of $156,117. William 
Goetz, of Universal, got a _ fat j 
$46,087 refund, his wife, Edith 


duplicating the figure to make a 
total of $92,174. 

Ringling Bros. circus banged the 
gong for $285,058, of which $144,- 
311 represented a refund on in- 
come tax and the remainder a re- 
fund for overpayment of excess! 
profits tax. No slouch either was| 
the highly prosperous Los Angeles 
Turf Club. The Government re-| 
paid it $565,414 in overpayments of 
excess profit and income taxes. 

The refunds cover taxes illegally 
or erroneously collected. The 
U. S. pays 6% interest on this 
money for the time the sum is 
held. 

Following are other big show 
biz refunds to California individ- 
uals and corporations. (In every 
instance the refund is for income 
taxes unless otherwise stated): 

Ginger Rogers, $23,208; Sound Equip- 
ment Corp. of Cal., $28,116, plus an- 
other $3,201 in excess profits refund; 
Don Lee Broadcasting Co., $17,674 ex- 
cess profits, plus another $8,936 on in- 
come taxes; Adrian, Ltd., $37,256 ex- 
cess profits plus $981 income; Clarence 
L. Brown, $54,942; Walt Disney Produc- 
tions, $24,408; Lloyd C. Douglas, $38,- 
666; Hollywood Restaurant Corp., $8,617 
plus $13,724 in excess profits; Mitchell 
Leisen, $22,782; Stockton Theatres, Inc., 


No Jap Acts Worth Sending 


Tokyo, Feb. 28. 
Japanese theatrical trade really 


during the couple’s one-week visit 


making personal appearances at 


and Kyoto and were amazed to find 
their names on marquees and huge 
welcome signs on the stage nearly 
everywhere they went. Houses the 
Roses were scheduled to _ visit 
played to capacity entire day, al- 
though the Roses sometimes stayed 
no more than a half hour. 

Rose told VARIETY, however, that 
he had seen no acts in Japan— 
or anywhere else since he began 
his world tour—that he thought 
were worth exhibiting in the U.S. 

“IT wouldn’t give any of them 
house room,” he said. “In the first 


$784 plus $11,042 excess profits; Eddie | piace, resentment of the Japanese 
Albert, $6,393 and Margo Bolado ;. til) high enough in the states 
Albert, $6,393; Eddie Bracken $6,065 ; : ; 

and Constance N. Bracken $5,423; that no Nip entertainer would £0 
Carol Brinkerhoff, $10.682; Bing Cros- over with an American audience. 
by, $5,192 and Wilma W. (Dixie Lee) Besides, they never sent any show 
Crosby $5,192; Sabu Dastagir, $12,041 people to the states before the 
plus another $642 in refunds via the war except a few magicians and 
New York City returns; KMTR Radio some bicycle acts. Today there 


$525 plus another $10,785 in ex- 
profits; Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. 
Charies) Laughton, $11,190; David L. 
Loew, $10,990; Metropolitan Theatre 
Corp. of L. A., $13,862 employment 
taxes; Thomas Mitchell, $12,208. 

Other California tax refunds: 

Palo Alto Radio Station, Inc., $2,864 
excess profits; Fairmount Theatre of 
San Francisco, $2,992 excess profits; 
Marshall Naify, $5,602; John G. Agar, 
Jrv., $2,974, and Shirley Temple Agar, 
$2,974; Brian Aherne, $4,819; Sara All- 
good, $774; Don Ameche, $589; Lucille 
Ball Arnaz, $1,751; Mischa Auer, $1,511; ~ wine, Ste ” 
Maria Montez Aumont, $1,732; Mihail R,| #"€ were “staggering. 
Bakaleinikoff, $654; Yvonne Bakaleini- | 
koff, $867; Julia Bakaleinikoff, $770; | 
Benny Baker, $1,424; Vince and Gene- | 
vieve Barnett, $2,016; Bay Amus.| 
Corp., of Venice, $3,621 plus $4,521 ex- | 
cess profits; Edgar Bergen Interests, | 
6518; Turhan Bey, $3,693; Black and) 


Corp., 
cess 


don’t appear to be any outstanding 
magicians, and as for bicycle acts, 
we have about 500 in America 
now, so why bring in another one 
from Japan?” 

Rose said he was most impressed 
with the large number of theatres 
in Japan, both film and legit, and 
the evident thirst of the Nipponese 
people for theatrical entertain- 
ment. He said he thought the 
possibilities of the Japanese the- 





Ulcers Not Slowing Wald, 


Polishing 3, Readying 8 
Hollywood, March 1. 


White Recording Co., Ine. L. _A,,! 
$2,321; Janet Blair, $751; William! Mere ulcers are not slowing up 
Bloom, $919; Broadway Theatre of Jerry Wald. Producer, just out of 


Santa Ana, $3,331 excess profits; Joan i 
Leslie Brodel, $3,742; Steve Brodie, Cedars of Lebanon hospital, re- 
$570; Brown Derby Corp., $4,301 ex- ported back to the Warner Bros. 
cess profits; Edgar Rice Burroughs, . : 
Inc., $1,591; Cagney Productions, Inc. Studio yesterday (Monday) and im- 
= — profits; Central Casting mediately started preparing eight 
Sorp., 810; Chaney $2,528: Pat : : : 
Chaney, $2,564; Harry and Esther new films, as well = winding up 
Chasin, $604; Coast Music Co. $533, three he has had in work—‘Fla- 
excess profits; J. Cheever Cowdin. | »; ” son "0 
$2,704; Howard Da Silva, $698, and —— mae, ” = ae 
Jana Da Silva, $698; Raymond A. Dis- “Happy Times. 

ney. $828; Jimmy Dorsey, $740; Eagle| Ulcer attack was the second suf- 


Lion Studios $3,661 employment tax. | ¥ ' 
Fox West Coast Theatre Corp., $709: fered by Waid. He ducked an op- 


Fox Belmont Theatre Corp., $837 ex- eration by going on an extremely 
(Continued on page 20) strict diet. 
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To US., Billy Rose Finds; 
~ Tokyo in All-Out Welcome 


| 
} 


rolled out the carpet last week for | 
Billy Rose and wife, Eleanor Holm, | 


in Nippon. Pair were kept me 


theatres and showspots in Tokyo) 


decade. 












35lst WEEK! 
3,590 Performances 
All-time long run record tn the 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


Ist Break For 
Admish Tax Cut 


Washington, March 1. 

The first real break for a reduc- 
tion of the wartime 20% admission 
tax occurred here today (Tues.), 
when Representative Joseph W. 
Martin, Jr., minority House leader, 
came out against excise taxes. Mar- 
tin said that at least five Demo- 
cratic members of the House Ways 
& Means committee also favor the 
tax slash. Since this body consists 
of 15 Democrats and 10 Republi- 
cans, there is a good chance of the 
cut reaching the House floor. 

Martin wants a return of admis- 
sion taxes to the 10% bite of pre- 
war days. Nitery levy would be set 
at 5% instead of the present 20°. 
Republican leader is for the reduc- 
tion of excise taxes since he be- 
lieves they are hurting business 
in perfumes, furs and other so- 
called luxury items. 

It is believed that many Demo- 
crats favor the tax slash in spite 
of President Truman’s program 
which calls generally for a hike 
in taxes. Whether the U. S. Senate 
would go for the cut if it passed 
the House is a question open to 
considerable doubt. 


El 











Paris Runaround 








| Paris, Feb. 26. 
Model operation: The smooth, 
silk stocking pattern of Ray Mor- 
|gan’s radio platter (for U. S.) 
‘series, “So This Is Paris,” starring 
Mr. Paree himself (Chevalier). 


| 


Those. ( Bill Robson scripted) saucy | 


last-line signoffs by Chevalier will 
make your romance glands jumpy. 
| The Versailles (N. Y.) will have 
to use barbed wire instead of ropes 


when Yves Montand gets going— | 


and get ready for the bobbysoxers 
when they drag in their crooners 
,to learn a thing or three. 

Gadgeteers can well skip the 
Household Appliance Exhibition— 
nothing new. 

If you're under 16 you can’t get 
in to see the film, “The Scaffold 
Must Wait”—not account of “facts 
of life” but “facts of murder.” 
| The 20% drop last week in the 
unofficial franc made a lot of tour- 
ists rebudget. 


ag Bite tn rom a wore. PHILLIPS TO GM. VHCS, 
SIMON JOINS EQUITY 


Forty but Forte: U. S. semi-has- 
_beens would do well to come over 
and gander Josephine Baker’s new 
head-to-toe glamor overhaul—her 
blue sequins dress has a sheer 
black lace over-skirt which she uses 
as a veil, scarf, handkerchief, stole 
or mantilla—and her bandbox hair- 
do—wow! 

Tete-a-tete-ers: Maxim’s has re- 
decorated its upstairs private din- 


| ing rooms. 


Harry Green weekending from 
London wants his legit “Fifty- 


| Fifty” Paris-presented. 


Cinema actresses Maria Montez 


and Arletty feuding, causing plenty 


of retakes on “Portrait of An As- 
sassin.” 

John B. Nathan (Par) back from 
0.0.ing U.S. oo-la-la’d plenty when 
he saw the fancy grosses Par rolled 
up during his absence. 

Babette Deval (ex-Mrs. Jacques 
Deval) has a big enough slice of 
“Death of a Salesman” to angel all 
her production plans for the next 


& ad. be P . - 
° i 


A Privilege for Show Biz 


Show Business couldn’t want or have a better sponsor than 
Uncle Sam. The answer is that the rest of the world is forevey 
trying to latch onto Mister Whiskers. S50 when Washington asks 
the amusement industry to take an encore—meaning the up- 
coming Savings Bond Drive—that’s a return engagement nobody 


can top. ‘ 


If ever there was a straight line thrown at the amusement 
industry to achieve good public relations, this is it. What’s more 
natural than to tout Uncle Sam in your community, in connec. 
tion with the Bond Drive? It’s a tribute to Show Business, of 
which the industry should be inordinately proud. 


Everybody in the entertainment industry did a signal job 





By Borrah Minevitch 


during the war; in fact, there are continuing manifestations 
thereof with holdover engagements by such agencies as the 


Veterans Hospital Camp Shows. 


And with this renewed request 


for Show Business to crystallize, propagate and help consummate 
the success of the Bond Drive, which tees off May 16 and runs 
until June 30, this becomes no mere challenge to all showmen, 


It’s more than that—it’s a distinguished privilege. 


Abel, 


Despite Commie Hex, U.S. F ims Doing 


Surprising B.0. Behind Iron Curtain 


4 





Burton Lane Bicycling 
Between Metro and B’way 


Burton Lane will do the tunes 
for “Royal Wedding,” Metro film- 
usical, to Allan Jay Lerner’s book 
and lyrics. Pic, which is based on 
a story about an American vauder 
who clicked a la Danny Kaye at 
London’s Palladium during the 
royal wedding preparations, will 
star Fred Astaire. Ginger Rogers 
will probably play opposite for the 
second post-war Astaire-Rogers re- 
union in pix, the first being the 
soon due ‘“Barkleys of Broadway.” 

Metro's ticketing of 
set back the Theatre Guild’s legit 
musical adaptation of “The Pur- 
suit of Happiness,” for which he 
will also do the score. Herbert 
and Dorothy Fields are doing the 
book and lyrics. A big part for 
Pearl Bailey, Negro singer,- has 
been written into the musical. 


Ingrid’s $175,000 Plus 
40% on RKO-Rossellini 
Pic to Be Made in Italy 


Deal by which RKO last week 
took over the Ingrid Bergman- 
Roberto Rossellini film to be made 
in Italy gives the star $175,000 
plus 40% of the profits. Rossellini 
for his services as producer-direc- 
will receive 35,000,000 lire 





| tor, 


| net. 


RKO is advancing the entire pro- | 
| duction cost, $600,000, of which. 


Lopert Bearing Down 


_ part will be in dollars and rest in 
frozen lire. In return for the 
\financing it will receive an ap- 
proximately 40% participation in 
profits, plus 7% interest on its 
-money. In addition, it will get a 
25° distribution fee off the top. 
Ilya Lopert, New York foreign 
pic importer and exhibitor, who 
had Rossellini under contract and 
brought him to this country, is re- 
ceiving $55,000 to buy out his in- 
_terest. This represents $15,000 
which he expended in inking the 
ace Italian director and bringing 
him to the U. S., plus $40,000 
_ profit. 


| Rossellini is slated to plane out 


(Continued on page 24) 





| 
' Lawrence Phillips~was named 


general manager of the Veterans 


Hospital Shows at a VHCS meeting 


held Monday (28). He succeeds 
Louis M. Simon, who joined Ac- 
tors Equity Assn. as executive sec- 
retary yesterday (1). 

Phillips started with the Friends 


of the Army and Navy, an organiza- | 


tion which ultimately became the 
nucleus’ of 
During the war, he supervised the 
entire Camp Shows operation. At 
one time, there were more than 
3,000 performers working all war 
theatres. 

Now that VHCS is currently op- 


erating with 10 units servicing | 


Army ,Navy and Veteran Adminis- 
_tration hospitals, Phillips will de- 
vote part time to this chore. He 
wil) continue his management con- 


sultant office which he organized | 


several weeks ago after resigning 
as director of the DuMont Televi- 
sion network. 





v 


Lane will | 


USO-Camp Shows. | 


While the Communist propa- 


| ganda machine throughout Europe 


keeps endlessly pounding Ameri- 
can pictures, it has failed to show 
the slightest sign of success in 
diminishing audience interest. In- 
tense desire in the occupied and 
Soviet orbit nations to see Holly- 
wood product has increased, if any- 
thing, in recent months and the 
sensational biz in such cities as 
Berlin, Vienna, Prague, Sofia, War- 
saw, Pilsen and Cracow continues 
to amaze even Motion Picture Fx. 


port Assn. officials who service 
them. 

Pix which have registered only 
moderately in the U. S.—and have 


frequently been compared unfa- 
vorably by critcis with the output 
of European producers—do just as 
well, if not better, than the Yank 
prestige product. Technicolor, mu- 
sic, a gal in a bathing suit, action, 
costumes and all the standard aec- 
coutrement of the big b.o. pic in 
the U. S. apparently provide the 


same zing to European. theatre- 
goers, whether in cosmopolitan 
cities or the hinterlands. 

Lineup of current product in 
European capitals gives all the evi- 
dence necessary. In Vienna, for in- 
stance, where Metro’s ‘Bathing 
Beauty” and 20th-Fox’s “Black 
Swan” are each in third week, 
MPEA manager Wolfgang Wolf 
states in his report to the hoo. 


“The commotion goes on from the 
first performance to the last and 
several accidents have already oc- 


curred, including one broken arm, 
| ($50,000-$60,000) plus 18% of the 


and the smashing of a big plate- 
(Continued on page 20) 





On Italo-Made DP Pic 
Under Magyar Megger 


With his interest in the Ingrid 
Bergman-Roberto Rossellini _ film 
bought out, Ilya Lopert, New York 
importer and exhib of foreign pix, 
turned his attention this week toa 
deal for another film to be pro 
duced in Italy. It will be made by 
Hungarian director Geza Ratvanye 


at a camp for displaced women in 


Sabina. 

Robert Goelet, Sr., New York 
realty operator, is financing the 
film. Lopert Films, Inc., in whie 
Goelet is a shareholder, will also 
put up some of the coin. Goelet 
previously financed “Rapture, Tr 
cently completed in Rome, whic 
was produced by his son, Robert, 
Jr., David Pelham and John Gold- 
ridge. 

Ratvanye film is tentatively la- 
beled “Widows of History” 4 


‘concerns women displaced during 


the war. Yarn is by Geza Herezeé 
and Ratvanye. Latter’s “Some 
where in Europe,” made in par 
ticipation with the Hungarian 80 
ernment, is currently a top su 
cess in Paris and other Europe@? 
cities. 


Burley Under the Stars 


Burlesque may take to the - 
outdoors if plans by wrestling P 4 
moter Bill Johnston g0 throug’ 
Johnston, son of the late — 
promoter James J. Johnston, Pe 
to put on a_ series of bur ia 
displays in outdoor theatres 
summer resorts. rily 

The scheme would necessa 
be limited to. the extremely 
months. Strippers arent expec 





i to risk pneumonia. 
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NEW GROUP (NOT BLOCK) BO 


Si Fabian Syndicate Talking To 
A. W. Kelly (Chaplin) on UA Buy 


Si Fabian was reported talking + 


with Arthur W. Kelly this week | 
on purchase by a syndicate headed | 
py Fabian of United Artists. Kelly, | 
exec v.p. of UA, has long been a 
close friend and representative of 
Charles Chaplin, who as of tomor- 
row (Thursday) acquires an option 
on the holdings in UA of his part- 
ner in the company, Mary Pick- | 
ford. 
Involved in the deal with Fa-| 
bian are Ted Gamble, James E. | 
Coston and a group of other ex- 
hibs. They are interested in acquir- 
ing the company as a distribution 
outlet for pix to be made coopera- 
tively by the exhibs, plus whatever 
other regular production is avail- 
able. UA would be operated on a 
modification of the old First Na- 
tional lines. | 
Miss Pickford, in an exchange of | 


options with Chaplin, has held 
rights during the past 30 days to 
acquire his interest. With her 


option expiring tonight, there has 
been no evidence during the past 
couple weeks, during which time 
she has been in New York, that she 
has found any takers. 

Fabian, who returned to his New | 
York office from Florida over the 
weekend, has been awaiting the pe- 
riod when Chaplin held the options 
This will enable him to buy all the 
shares. Miss Pickford has been in- 
terested in staying in UA and 

(Continued on page 24) 


MPAA Blocks Those 
Careless Downbeat Pix 
Rumors Via Direct Mail 


Columnists, magazine writers 
and radio gossipers are no longer 
being allowed to get away with off- 
hand remarks that film attendance 
has seriously declined or isn’t 
good. In line with the new indus- 
try policy of reversing the down- 





beat psychology of the past 18 
months, writers and editors are 


being called to task for “‘misstating 
fact’”’ when they indicate a serious 
b.o. slump. . 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
flacks are carefully ogling the pub- 
lic prints and monitoring the radio 
commentators for such cracks re- 
garding the biz. They are promptly 
posted a note pointing out that of- 
ficial industry statistics, prepared 
by the MPAA’s research depart- 
ment, indicate film rentals are 
down only 812% from the alltime 
peak year of 1946, and are still 
(Continued on page 24) 


COLUMBIA PREXY EAST 
ON IMPORTANT CO. BIZ 


Significant discussions of Colum- 
bia’s policies, plans and financial 





setup are expected to take place at | 


series of general homeoffice con- 
ferences in New York this week. 
Harry Cohn, company prexy, flew 
east for the sessions, as did Mendel 
Silberberg, Col’s general counsel. 

Further indication of important 
developments in the company’s af- 
fairs was the disclosure that Ar- 
nold Grant and Henry Crown, who 
were elected to the board last week 
and sat in on their initial session 
Monday (28), had agreed to serve 
for only one year. The contribu- 
tions they can make as represent- 

(Continued on page 16) 





Expect Mayer-Schenck 
Pact Powwows Soon 


Louis B. Mayer, Metro’s studio 
chief, Is expected to reopen talks 
with the h.o. execs on a renewal 
of his employment contract when 
-d arrives Monday (7). Mayer. 
z Wife, and studio publicity head 
ge Strickling shove off from 

e Coast over the weekend. 

Ae ayer’s present ticket expires 
Set. 31. Both he and Nicholas M. 
mt oe Metro’s prez, have had 
' ety talks on renewals of 
te r pacts. Schenck’s contract 

TMinates Dec, 31. 


tor’s pact. 


| tions prexy, for the filming of three 


| N. Y., has purchased a 30-day op- 





OKING 








MAY CANCEL 20% 


B.O. Cut No Help | A new form of selling pix has 


Hollywood, March 1. | cropped = - reget i 904 

In line with a disclosure by |Government anti-trust suit which 
Audience Research Institute both is and isn’t the old, now ruled- 
last week that average admis- out, block-booking. New method 
s10n prices during January is generally being tagged group- 
reached an alltime high of booking as distinguished from the 
48!'ec (including taxes), was a outlawed block-booking. The big 
report to National Theatre difference is the fixing of a sepa- 
execs In convention here last rate price-tag on each pic in the 
week on experiments with ad- | group plus careful wording on con- 
mish cutting. tracts aimed at avoiding any charge 





Herb Sobottka, of NT’s that one pic is conditioned on an- 
Evergreen circuit, reported | other. 
the conclusion that present 


Columbia has been following this 
system for the bulk of its product 
for a number of months. Eagle 
Lion has just swung into the same 
| sort of selling with a package of 18 
films. Each of EL’s pix are indi- 
vidually priced and the exhib has 
the right of buying a lesser num- 
ber if he so indicates. On the 
films which have not been trade- 
shown, a 20° cancellation privi- 
lege is granted. 

Number of other companies are 
considering the same sort of sell- 
ing on lesser product. The method 
has been given Government sanc- 
tion in the new Paramount consent 
decree which provides that if the 


prices should be maintained. 
He said that houses in his 
northwest territory discovered 
when they tried trimming the 
b.o. levy that they only suffer- 
ed a decrease in gross without 
any change in attendance. 








Cagneys Indies 7; 


Via WB Release 


Hollywood, March 1. 


James Cagney is going back to istrib grants a license for more 
the Warner Bros. lot to star in #an a single feature, exhib has a 


(Continued on page 18) 


Rank Cuts 2 Lots: 
Jolts Labor Orgs 


three pictures under a regular ac- 
At the same time, War- 
ners completed another deal with 
William Cagney, Cagney Produc- 





pictures for WB release. At least 
one of this trio will star James 
Cagney in “A Lion in the Streets,” 
from the novel by Adria Locke 
Langley. 

Negotiations between the Cag- 
neys and Warners broke off last London, March 1. 
year when the brothers became in- J. Arthur Rank’s closing of his 
volved in a dispute with United Gainsborough and Shepherds Bush 
Artists over release of “The Time. studios within the next few weeks. 


of Your Life.” James Cagney, at thus axing some 800 workers, fur- 
the time, was to star in 10 films ther emphasizes the British film 
which he would have made for industry crisis. Staff notices will 


be issued Friday (4) and complete 
shutdown is scheduled to become 
effective in three weeks. 


Warners in return for the company 
handling his filmization of the Wil- 
liam Saroyan play. 


Cagney-starring pix to be _ pro- In an official statement the Rank 
duced under the Warner banner Organization says that concentra- 


(Continued on page 24) 


JOE CURTIS’ OPTION ON 
KORDA’S FILM FOR U.S. 


Joseph Curtis, son of Columbia 
veepee Jack Cohn and account exec 
at the Weiss & Geller ad agency. 


tion of production at its Denham 
and Pinewood studios will result 
in a “substantial cut of overhead” 
as well as “paring production ex- 
ecutives on all levels.” Despite 
economies, Rank stated, costs are 
still too high to justify spreading 
a program over so many studios. 
The new policy, he added, is a step 
(Continued on page 20) 





tion from Sir Alexander Korda on 
{the British producer’s ‘“‘Winslow 
Boy,” 

| with 


film and it may go to Eagle Lion 
or United Artists. 

In the arrangement entered into 
between Curtis and Morris Hel- 
prin, Korda’s U. S. rep, Curtis has 
‘the right to acquire a seven-year 
lease on the film for $600,000. He 
is endeavoring to swing a deal with 
a U. S. distrib to advance this 
quantity of frozen British (£ 125,- 
000) funds to him, or to advance 


part in sterling and part in dollars. | 


Curtis’ option became effective 


vesterday (Tuesday) and runs 
through March. Korda is_ inter- 


ested only in an outright lease at a 
flat sum and will not consider a 
participation deal. Picture, which 
got top reviews in England. stars 
Robert Donat. Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke and Margaret Leighton 
Korda is due in the U. S. March 
18 from England and will be here 
about a month, returning after the 
Anglo-American Film Council ses- 
sions in Washington April 21-23. 





Cowdin Flies Across 

J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal's 
board chairman, planed for Lon- 
don over the weekend en route 
to the Continent. Cowdin is ex- 
pected to huddle with J. Arthur 
Rank, British producer who is the 
largest stockholder of U. Main 


purpose of trip, however, is pel- 
sonal business. 

Cowdin is expected to return 
Within 10 days. 


Curtis has been huddling 
various distribs to obtain a 
western hemisphere release for the 


+ 


CEPARATE DEALS: New Par Prod.Distrib Co. Looms 





| As Best Financed Outht in H wood 





Cue to Goldenson 

If there are still any doubts 
in the trade as to who will 
head up the new Paramount 
theatre company, Barney Bala- 
ban, Par’s prez, dropped the 
final tipoff at a 21 club lunch- 
eon tendered Charles M. Rea- 
gan, former distrib veepee, 
last Thursday (24). Explain- 
ing his hopes for the new pro- 
duction-distribution company 
in an address to the Para- 
mount execs at the affair, Bal- 
aban turned to Leonard Gold- 
enson, current theatre chief, 
and said: “I am even hoping 
that Lenny will buy our pic- 
tures.” 

Settlement 
firms that Balaban will head 
the studio outfit. There has 
been no official word on the 
identity of the theatre com- 
pany’s topper. 


officially con- 





Mth-Fox Speeds 


Own Settlement 


Talks are already under way be- 
tween 20th-Fox and the Dept. of 
1 Justice towards settlement of the 
Government anti-trust suit. With- 
out awaiting official announcement 
of the Paramount consent decree, 
these discussions were started sev- 
eral weeks back, it has now been 


learned Carrying the brunt for 
20th in peace chats is Otto E. 
Koegel. general counsel for the 


company and member of the firm 
of Dwight, Harris. Koegel & Cas- 
key. 
Koegel 
Skouras, 20th’s 


accompanied Spvyros 
president, to the 
Coast last week to huddle with 
Charles P. Skouras, head of Na- 
tional Theatres, and his legal ad- 
visers On proposed terms. Twenti- 
eth’s prez and Koegel are due back 
,east this week when the latter re- 
|/news his DC talks. ° 

Company wants peace terms 
which would be unlike those of Par 
.and RKO in that it would be per- 
mitted to retain an integrated set- 
up. By so doing, 20th could op- 
erate a substantial number of the- 
,atres. Industry insiders are dubi- 
ous that the D ot J would depart 
,from the formula hit upon in the 
'Par-RKO decrees. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Off Post-Holiday—‘Smith,’ ‘Joan,’ ‘Command,’ 
‘Wives,’ ‘O’Flynn,’ ‘Ships,’ ‘Hamlet’ Pace Field 


Natural reaction from big holi- 
day week trade (Washington's 
Birthday) is in evidence this stanza 
in most key cities covered by | 
Variety. Strong fare, however, is 
holding up well while weaker pix, 

‘as noted recently, are being let 
‘alone by too many patrons. 

New boxoffice champ is “Whis- 
pering Smith” (Par), which climbed 
to third place on first week out on 
release last stanza. It is pace- 
maker in two keys, biz in others 
ranging from sturdy to great. 

“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) managed 
to stay in second groove for second 


Astor week. “Sun Comes Up” 
(M-G), trim in Detroit, is terrific in 
Philly where boosted by 
Kaye onstage. ‘Family 


Music Hall and is doing well in 


Washington. “Criss Cross” (U) is 
sturdy in Boston. 
“Paisan” is playing numerous 


Fox-West Coast and Warner spots. | 


It made a record in L. A., is strong 
in Cleveland, smash in Denver and 
fine in Philly. Film is first foreign 
production, outside of Britishers, 
to land in Variery’s weekly survey 


week in a row while “Command as a big moneymaker. Another 
Decision” (M-G) is third. Fourth smash foreign pic this session is 
money is going to “Letter To Three “Symphonie Pastorale,” French- 


Wives” (20th). “Fighting O’Flynn” 
(U) is showing enough to grab fifth 
place. Others in the Big Eight. in 
order of strength, are “Down To 
Sea in Ships” (20th), “Hamlet” (U) 
and “Enchantment” (RKO). Failure 
of “Ships” to fare better currently 
is an apparent major disappoint- 
ment. 

Best in runner-up category are 
“Red Shoes” (EL), “Wake of Red 
Witch” (Rep), “Dear To My Heart” 
(RKO), “Snake Pit” (20th) and 
*“Paisan” (Indie). 

Bigest newcomer. on basis of 
first playdate, is “Knock On Any 
| Door” (Col), with strong N. ¥.| 


made. Playing mainly in small arty 
theatres, picture is fine in 10th 
Irisco week, nice in Denver, strong 
in Washington. solid in N. Y. in 
24th stanza and good on 10th L. A. 
round. 

“Red Pony” (Rep) looks solid in 
Portland. Ore. “Dear Secretary” 
(UA) shapes robust in Minneapolis. 

“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th). 
while not doing so well in most 
keys this week, is nice in Pitts- 
burgh and Louisville. “Boy With 
Green Hair” (RKO) is landing fine 
week in Buffalo. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 

vn Pages 11-13) 


* When 


Danny | 
Honey- | 
moon” (U) teed off nicely at N. Y. | 


Barney Balaban takes 
over the skipper’s job in the new 
| Paramount production-distribution 
company, that studio will prob- 
ably be the best-heeled lot so far 
' as cash and liquid assets are con- 
cerned of any production unit in 
Hollywood. While the plan of 
reorganization has yet to be aired, 
all the signs indicate that the new 
| outfit will be given a terrific cash 
sendoff. In this respect, Par is 
following the same strategy as the 
RKO plan which involves a trans- 
| fer of $10,000,000 in cash from the 
| theatre circuit to the prod-distrib 
| unit. 
Besides some $90,000,000 in cur- 
| rent assets in the parent company’s 
till—bulk of which probably goes 
| to the studio—there is an addi- 
| tional $30,000,000 in credits and 
easily convertible assets which will 
wind up on the studio side of the 
ledger when the split is finalized. 
Included is DuMont television lab 
stock to which Par has fixed a 
price of $7,000,000; the Paramount 
homeoflice building on which the 
company is now negotiating for 
$12,000,000 as a sale price; and 
some $12,500,000 in bank credits 
which the theatre unit will 
Zuarantee. 
The $12,500,000 credit to the 
production company is understood 
(Continued on page 61) 


Kramer’s Negro Theme 


Pic May Outrace Both 
20th and de Rochemont 


With anti-Semitism explored by 
Hollywood films during the past 
ccuple years. .949 is definitely lin- 
ing up as the year of the Negro 
problem pic. Announcement last 
week by Stanley Kramer that his 
Screen Plays, Inc., indie unit had 
purchased rights to “Home of the 
Braye" and would switch it from 
a Jewish to a Negro angle made 
the third such film to go into work 
currently. 

Already on the agenda and well 
under way are “Pinky,” being pro- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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ests 774 Theatres; Retains 
Prod.-Distrib, Foreign Showcases, 


bd ? 

Wilder’s N. Y. Bankroll 
Tentative deal has been made | 
by producer W. Lee Wilder with 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co., N. Y., 
to advance coin for his next film. 
It is the story of a women’s prison, 
temporarily labeled “Once a) 
Distribution will be made | 
with which | 








Certain TV: Ends 10-Year Gov t Suit s:\"tnscesstste Sen” wes 


ture deal. This will be the first. 
His “Vicious Circle’ was handled 





Paramount, the largest integrat-+ 
ed film company in the world, will 
split itself into two unrelated con- 
cerns within one year, under the 
terms of its anti-trust settlement | 
signed with the Government Fri- | 
day (25). The industry-shaking | 
event which sets up a new theatre 
company of approximately 650 | 
houses and a semi-integrated pro- | 
duction-distribution outfit occurred | 
after months of negotiations and a | 
10-year legal joust. 

To win an end to litigation, 
Paramount has agreed to divorce | 
its domestic theatre interests after 
the circuit is shorn of a minimum | 
of 774 houses. The picture com- | 
pany, for its part, retains its stu- | 
dio, distribution outlets, its 370- | 
theatre circuit in Canada, 14. 
showcases in foreign countries, all | 
the 560,000 shares of B stock and 
43.200 shares of A stock in DuMont 
television laboratories, television 
station KTLA in Los Angeles, and 
the Paramount homeoffice build- 
ing. | 
The proposed decree comes up | 
before the three-judge statutory | 
court in N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for its approval. No opposition is 
expected from either the defend- 
ants or outside picture interests. 
In early April it will be submitted 
to stockholders for their okay at a 
special meeting to be called. It 
will require two-thirds approval 
of all outstanding common stock. 

Terms 

The two new companies will is- 
sue common stock to the parent 
company. Unlike the case of RKO, 

(Continued on page 16) 


U.S. Tells Indie Recent 
Decree Moves Will Solve 
Pix Problems Like His 


Confab with Robert L. Wright, 
head of the Dept. of Justice’s anti- 
trust division, was held in New 
York last week by James Mancuso, 
operator of the Mancuso theatre, 
Batavia, N. Y. Mancuso has’ been 
in a hassle with a number of the 
major companies in an effort to get 
product for his house since it 
pened nine months ago. 

Considering legal action, Man- 
cuso was advised by Wright to lay 
off temporarily. Assistant attorney- 
general told him that he felt that 
decrees further separating produc- 
tion-distribution companies from 
their affiliated circuits, expected 
within the next couple of months, 





by UA last year, but under a pre- | 
vious arrangement. 

Wilder returned to the Coast 
| last week after being in New York | 
‘to arrange the financing. He hopes 

to put the film into production by 
|April 1. Budget is $550,000. Bank | 
|loan hinges on Wilder getting com- | 
| plete guarantees. He had produced 
| five pix independently for Republic 
release prior to switching to UA 
|and the assignment of residuals on 
| these to the bank facilitated the 
deal. 


‘Settlement Better Than 
5-Year Fight’—Balaban 


Gov’t Timetable 


Several important shifts in 
the Government anti-trust 
suit timetable have _ been 
pushed through as a result of 
recent settlement maneuvers. 
The schedule of court events 
as now set up is as follows: 

March 3—Paramount decree 
presented to the court. 

March 28—RKO stockholder 
meet on decree. 

March 30—Deadline on RKO 
stockholder consent to decree. 

April 1—Gov’'t must file final 
briefs. 

April 19—Final hearings be- 
fore court. 


Should WB Win Any 
staff that he preferred the present 


Concessions the Other | star that ne pr resen 
a se ent o e government anti- 
Majors May Benefit Too trust suit “to fighting in the beast 


; for another five years without 
Assertion of Harry M. Warner, knowing what would ultimately 
prez of Warner Bros., that he will 


; happen.” Balaban declared that 
have no truck with a settlement of the same five-year stretch can be 
the Government anti-trust case, | better used to establish the two 











Barney Balaban, Paramount's 
president, last week told a cross- 





‘would cover situation such as his. | 
In the event he finds that his di-| 


could ultimately lead to modifica- 
tions of the consent decrees now 
in force or in negotiation. War- 
ner’s no-peace stand means that 
the suit—slated for renewed hear- 
ings March 30—will go on to a 
final decision ultimately. Since 
the Paramount and RKO decrees 
grant the companies the right to 
‘take advantage of more favorable 
| clauses in other decrees, any vic- | 
| tory by WB could ease regulations | 
enforced against other majors. 

| However, even an all-out win by 
Warners, would not result in light- 
er divorcement provisions for the 
majors who have settled. Those 
provisions are hard-and-fast. What 
would not stick would be the re- 
strictions on the selling of product. 
RKO, Par and no doubt any other 
company settling have the right 
on written notice to take advan- 
(Continued on page 63) 





| FRED POLANGIN UPPED 


Los Angeles, March 1. 
| Frederick N. Polangin, director 
‘of Buchanan & Co.’s Coast film 
dept., has been upped to the post 
of exec director of the ad agency’s 
Los Angeles office. Promotion of 
Polangin, according to Rudolph 
Montgelas, agency prez, is part of 

an expansion of the Coast office. 
Charles Coleman has been 


|nomic basis. 


new companies on a sound eco- 
His statement was 
made in the course of a luncheon 
tendered Charles M. Reagan, for- 
mer Paramount distrib veepee, at 
the 21 club Thurs. (24). 

Some 26 officers of the company 
and close associates of Reagan 
were invited. Austin C. Keough, 
Par’s veepee and general counsel, 


(Continued on page 22) 





SHERMAN SUES A&C 
FOR BACK COMMISSIONS 


Los Angeles, March 1. 
Eddie Sherman, former agent for 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, filed 
suit in L.A. superior court charg- 
,ing the comics with failure to go 
through with provisions of a set- 


| tlement of their contract, arranged | 


| last year. 

Settlement agreement, according 
to Sherman, calls for 10% of the 
| team’s earnings at Universal-In- 
' ternational for five years, in lieu 
of numerous commissions owed 
him in the past. Agent declares 
A&C paid him $12,000 up to last 
Dec. 24 and then ordered the 
studio to make no mpre payments. 


Sherman said he negotiated the | 


team’s film contract with U-I call- | 
ing for two pictures a year at 


N.Y. Times’ Erroneous Film ‘Analysis 


With the industry already battling gossip columnists and casual 
writers who keep insinuating that ‘no one any longer is going to 
the movies,” it found itself another target Sunday (27) in the 
ordinarily highly-respected New York Times financial section. [n. 
dustryites close to major company fiscal affairs were shocked by 
the collection of half-truths and outmoded year-old facts by which 
staffer Thomas E. Mullaney arrived at the conclusion: “Domestic 
motion picture companies have reached a turning point, the result 


of the convergence of a series of 


unfavorable developments which 


seem certain to lead the industry to a position of lesser importance 


among the nation’s industries.” 
Among the most easily-checkab 
statement that “only one major 
report for 1948” (Universal, with 
tually, statements have also bee 


le of the misinformation was the 
company has dssued its financia] 
a net deficit of $3,162.812). Ac. 
n released by Metro ($5,309,000 


profit), Warner Bros. ($11,837,000 profit) and Columbia ($565,000 


profit). 


Mullaney admittedly got his facts from Marius S. Jalet, a se- 
curity analyst, whom he quotes as estimating that income in ‘4g 


before taxes and foreign revenue, 


would drop to $110,500,000 from 


$218,300,000 two years earlier. Industry financial men were amused 
by the “exactness” of Jalet’s figures, since the companies have 


never broken down foreign from 


“Expanding inroads on domes 


vision and non-television territori 





At Luncheon to Reagan’ 


section of the company’s executive | 


vorcement does not give him ade- 
quate relief, Mancuso was advised 
by Wright to go to court. 

Batavia theatre op, who visited 
gales managers or division toppers 
of all the major companies during 
his stay in New York last week, re- 
ported that his situation—he is op- 
posed in the town by two Warner 
houses and a Dipson theatre—had 
eased considerably since he publi- 
cized his difficulties in a lengthy 
Jetter to VARIETY recently. He said 
that Paramount and Metro had 


been particularly sympathetic and | 


cooperative in giving him a fling at 
product to get the house on a pay- 
ing basis. 


Film Equipt. Export 
Falls Off From 1947 


Washington, March 1. 

Export of motion picture film and 
equipment fell off Jast year from 
the record high of 1947, but the 
trade nevertheless continued good. 

Figures released today (1) by the 
U. S. Commerce Department dis- 
close that 383,482.000 feet of mo- 
tion picture raw stock was exported 
in 1948. This was a drop of about 
15% below the 1947 total. The ex- 
port of exposed feature films to- 
taled 294,677,000 linear feet, only 
slightly less than during the previ- 
ous year. 

Fxports of such motion picture 
equipment as cameras, projectors, 
sound units, are lamps, and screens 
has a dollar value of $10,972,000. 
This was 30% behind the preceding 
year, with all types of equipment 
sharing in the decline. Largest) 
drop in raw stock export was in the | 
standard 35m stock, which slumped 
by 25%. ‘ 





named veepee in charge of com- $200,000 a picture, plus 20% of 
mercial accounts. Polangin was the net. 
elected a v.p. last week. Saul Bass | 
is Coast art director for film ac- would have amounted to approxi- 
counts. ‘mately $450,000. 


His commissions under | 
the five-year deal, he asserted, | 


the industry has already rearran 


domestic income in their reports 


and such statistics could be nothing but the broadest of estimates. 


tic film revenues” are partially 


being caused by television, Mullaney reports. In a check by Variety 
as recently as last week, company statisticians said they were un- 
able to detect any difference as yet in gross declines between tele- 


es. 


Going into the losses of revenues from Britain with year-old 
info, Mullaney comes up with a dire picture. 


Actually, of course, 
ged its affairs to discount much 


of the British market ‘so has the stock market as far as film shares 


are concerned) and, if anything, 


a brightening of the English sit- 


uation is looked for as a result of the growing failure of the coun- 


As for the sharp reduction in fe 


try’s own industry to provide sufficient product to meet quotas. 


ature production which the Times 


Says is expected, the company’s 12 top distribs delivered 392 pix in 


1948 and have scheduled 401 for 1949. 











LA. Par (F&M) Seeks 
Out Because of ‘Buy 


Par Pix Only’ Clause 


An oblique attack on the Para- 
mount consent decree has been 
launched by Fanchon & Marco's | 


B&k’s Big Break 


' 


~ Under the Decree 


That old saw about the ill wind 
and its penchant for goodness 


Partmar *Corp., operator of the! works out for Paramount so far as 


Paramount theatre, Los Angeles, | 
| which charges the Government 
and the film company with seek- 
'ing to skirt the directives of the 
, U.S. Supreme Court. Partmar, as 
lessee of Paramount, wants the 
right to intervene in settlement 
hearings. It has been feuding with 
, Paramount for some time in an 
eviction action brought by the ma- 
jor to which Partmar has counter- 
claimed for $4,500,000 treble 
damages. 


mar’s attack is a clause in the 
(Continued on page 63) 





N. Y. to Europe 


John Baragrey 
Jack Cummings 
Frederick Lonsdale 
Eleanor Powell 
David E. Rose 
Roberto Rossellini 
Rudy Solmsen 


Europe to N. Y. 


Actually, the subject of Part-.| 


one situation in the consent de- 
cree is concerned. While Par's 
Balaban & Katz circuit blankets 
Chicago and ordinarily would be 
fair game for the Government's 
divorcement epidemic, B&K es- 
capes almost 100% under the 
terms of the settlement. Out of 
approximately 100 theatres, only 
four houses—the Iris, McVickers, 
North Center and United Artists 
—must be divested. 

Ironically, new theatre company 
won this break because of the re- 
strictions on. selling and booking 
| effective in Chi as a result of the 


(Continued on page 16) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Paul Ackerman 
Watson Barratt 
Anthony Bartley 
Sidney Bernstein 
David Butier 
Alexander Cohen 
William Danziger 
Marlene Dietrich 





Lou Bunin Roy O. Disney 


J. J. Donohue 
| —, = Humphrey Doulens 
| , Glenn Ford 


Gilbert Miller Howard Hawks 


Russell Holman 





Par’s 650 Nationwide Houses Make 
It Still The Largest Theatre Chain 


| 


The new Paramount circuit of Paramount will end its joint opera- 

approximately 650 theatres will og a Poa gg oe. | a 
ageyic ate At: . y-Kincey circuit; Butterfie 

embrace every section of the coun group; Buffalo Theatres: Arkansas 
j try and probably remain the largest’ Amusement Corp.: Central States 
| Single group of theatres in the U.S. Theatres; Interstate Circuit; Jef- 
| It will retain, almost intact, some | ferson Amusement; Malco chain; 
as Chicago's Balaban & Katz cir-' mount-(E. V.) Richards; Comer- 
cuit one ri — oo ford and Tri-States circuit. 
| group besides operating many key | : Bes 
de-luxers. (Twentieth-Fox's Na-. once yon ~_ - oa ee the 
| tional Theatres is somewhat larger terest in 248 at tsi hare ny Pt 
at present but either settlement or right is not a bl: het aang od 
a final decision is likely to whittle ‘ aes SG, SS See 
the group to @ lower total than in various named situations 
| Par’s.) |another 16 theatres bracketed as 

Addition of other theatres to the | partnered with an investor, the 
chain, after termination of most | ties must also be severed, but Par 
partnership holdings, is not, has the right to buy back nine of 
banned. New houses can be ac- | these theatres. 
quired if the court is satisfied that! Partnerships must be severed in 
the expansion “will not unduly re- at least one-third of the houses 
strain competition.” Not requir-| within one year after entry of the 
ing court okay would be the re-| decree. Two-thirds must be sold 
placement of wholly-owned houses | within two years and the balance 
lost through destruction or con- in three. To protect the company 
version td non-theatrical purposes. from holdout partners, Par has the 
Renewal of leases or the acquisi- right to buy out the partnership in- 
tion of additional interest in whol- terest in verboten theatres provid- 
ly-owned houses can also be pushed ed the company sells the theatres 
through sans court supervision. /within six months after their ac- 

Of the more than 1,000 partner- Quisition. 
ship houses, the circuit must cut) With reference to the 449 whol- 


the ties in 945 houses. This means ly-owned theatres, Paramount must any other exhib to acquire a film. 


‘powerful wholly-owned chains such Maine & New Hampshire; Para-. 


tends to specific houses or totals | 
From | 


Deborah Kerr 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Charles Levy 
William B. Levy 
Gordon Lightstone 
Marijane Maricle 
Rudy Montgelas 
Oscar Morgan 


sell a specified 69 of these within Richard Morgan 


two years. This action is required > 
to open up all closed situations in Lp ag eves 
towns exceeding 25,000 population. Hc Potter 


However, the new company or the 
parent outfit may withhold up to 
12 ap the market if it is unable 
to sell on reasonable terms. This 
,dozen would then be sub-leased to Alfred W. Schwalberg 


outsiders until th ar George Weltner 
a the market eases Richard Whort 


25 In Florida L. A. to N. Y. 


The sale of wholly-owned houses 
particularly hits the Florida States — 
circuit. In Florida, Par must get Joseph Bernhard 
rid of 25 houses alone. Other the- Carol Brandt 
atres are scattered through Illinois, Harry Cohn 
Minnesota, North and South Da- Bullets Durgom 
kota, New York, Tennessee, Utah Lee Eastman 


and Ohio, Richard Erdman 
All pooling agreements must Mal Ferrer 


Paul Raibourn 
Cesar Romero 
Per Scavlan 


end. The Buffalo tieup with Loew’s| Cy Feucr 
terminated yesterday (Tues.) under William Guthrie 
the decree. The Buttterfield hold- Al Horwits 


|ings in which Par and RKO are 
pards must be sliced by Nov. 8. 


| Several restrictions apply to the 
new theatre unit. For one, it can- 
not operate, book or buy features 
through any agent who is known to 
| be also acting for any other exhib, 
|indie or affiliate. Circuit is also 
|barred from making or enforcing 
a deal which restricts the right of 


Johnny Johnston 
Gilbert Kurland 
Keye Luke 

Paul MacNamara 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Charles C. Moskowitz 
Virginia O’Brien 
Milton E. Pickman 
Robert Rossen 
Mendel Silberberg 
Lee Tracy 
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Ramifications in RKO Theatres Buy 


Difficulty being encountered by several syndicates which are aim- 
ing to get coin together to bid against Floyd Odlum for the RKO 
theatres is Federal Reserve Board regulation “U,” it was said in 
New York banking circles this week. This regulation, which gov- 
erns margin purchases, limits the use of stock as collateral beyond 


95% of the loan. 


That means that any group desiring to buy RKO 


theatre control from Howard Hughes would have to have 75% of the 
cost in cash, since bank loans on such a deal aren’t permissible 


beyond 25%. 


Hughes, when the RKO producing-distributing and theatre com- 
panies are broken up in accordance with the recent consent decree, 
will hold 24% of the circuit stock, which he is forced to dispose 
of. Odlum, from whom the wealthy film-oil-airplane magnate 


bought RKO, has first refusal on the theatre shares. 


match the best outside offer: 


He must 


A number of syndicates are known to desire the stock and are 
attempting to either raise the coin themselves or make a deal to 


join forces with Odlum. Minim 


um price agreed to by Odlum is 


$4,500,000. Under the Federal Reserve regulation that means at 
least $3,375,000 would have to be put up in cash, which is obvi- 


ously difficult for anyone with 
Odlum’s Atlas Corp. Banks feel 


less than the vast resources of 
that the shares representing 24% 


of RKO merit a much larger loan than 25% of the value, but their 


hands are tied. 


In the meantime, Hughes announced in Hollywood yesterday 


(Tuesday) that he had designated 


Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & 


Beane and The First Boston Corp. to receive proposals from pros- 
pective purchasers of his holdings in the new theatre company. 
He said he has received many inquiries and had selected the in- 
vestment banking firms to simplify and centralize negotiations. 








If Outbid, Exhibs Want to Know 
What Rental Terms Beat Thema :ssiz.ssr.ctuewsc 





Exhibitors casting about 
some means of knocking the pins | 
from under competitive bidding | 
have come up with a new com-| 
plaint—that if they lost out on a/| 
picture, the distributors will never | 
permit them to see the winning | 
bid. New squawk follows close on | 
the heels of reports that the Gov- 
ernment is standing pat on bidding 
as the only non-discriminatory | 
method of selling pictures. | 

Distrib chiefs, in answer to the | 
complaint, declared their attorneys | 
have assured them they don’t have | 
to reveal a winning bid under the | 
decree, as it’s presently set up. In| 
line with this, some sales execs | 
revealed for 


the first time ae 
many exhibitors bidding over their Seek Extra 0G 


heads in order to buy a picture | 
away from competitors often are 
able to get an adjustment on their 
losses. Because the decree states | 
the film must be awarded to the | 
best offer, the adjustment cannot | 


be below the second highest bid. 
(Continued on page 24) 


Bernhard East For 








P ‘al Theat f a 1944 NT 
Bankroll to Split | stock tien deal is. “insufficient” 


FC from Cinecolor 


Hollywood, March 1. | 

Joe Bernhard, prexy of Cinecolor | 

and Film Classics, left for New | 

York over the weekend to raise 

capital to bring about divorcement 
of the two companies. 

Plan is reported for Bernhard 


to promote coin so that FC can)| 
pay off Cinecolor obligations owed | 
by distribution firm, which has/| 
been a subsidiary of color company | 


for several years. Approximately 
$1,000,000 is involved, it’s under- 
stood. 

Bernhard will huddle with four 
eastern groups in effort to raise 
this financing, he announced prior 
to trip east. Scheme would split 


with each other, and Bernhard 
would head Film Classics and bow 
out of Cinecolor. At annual meet- 
ing Feb. 14, he was reelected prexy 
of both companies. 

_ Project has been in smoulder- 
ing state for some time, but is un- 
derstood to have finally broken out 
at annual meeting, which saw A. 
Pam Blumenthal resigning as chair- 
man of board of both companies. 


Mail Oscar Ballots 


; Hollywood, March 1. 
Final ballots in the Oscar Derby 
Were mailed today (Tues.) to 2,000 
henbers of the Academy of Mo- 

‘on Picture Arts and Sciences. 
M. otes must be returned by 
arch 15, nine days prior to the 


Presentations at the Academy 
Award Theatre. : 





for + 


Choose Your Partner 

The business of splitting 
RKO’s’ personnel into two 
groups to man the two new 
companies which will ultimate- 
ly emerge from the company’s 
consent decree is now being 
pushed. Company’s legal staff 
has been asked to choose sides. 

Legalites have been told that 
they can indicate their pref- 
erence for either exhibition 
lawyering or production-distri- 
bution. 








In NT Rebate 


Dissident 20th-Fox stockholders, 
in a hearing yesterday (Tuesday) 
before N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Ferdinand Pecora, argued that 
a $3,500,000 settlement by Charles | 
P. Skouras and three other Nation- 


on the basis of today’s returns. 
Through their attorneys they ar- 








ee 


Beal FORM OF 
INDUSTRY P. A. 


Revival of the hoopla days of 
|oldtime showmanship, in which 
| 20th-Fox is now attempting to pace | 
|the industry, can be one of the | 
|most potent forms yet devised for | 
| bettering the industry’s public rela- 
'tions. That is the opinion of other | 
trade observers who believe that 
| getting the stars out to rub should- | 
|ers with the public will do more to | 
| stimulate the boxoffice, plus reviv- 
|ing general enthusiasm for pic- 
|tures, than any of the intricate | 
|p.r. systems recently aired. 

Attempt to retain the bexoffice | 
vitality, of course, is still the most | 
important factor in current film | 
exploitation, according to these in- | 
dustryites. Indicating the other | 
things to which the public can| 
turn for amusement, it was pointed | 
| out that penny arcades are spring- | 
ling up throughout the country, | 
| just as miniature golf, bridge, and 














KEYS PIX SELLING 


(Shea Upped As Par Streamlines 
Sales Setup F or Theatreless Future 








Ed Raftery’s Wisecrack 


Washington, March 1. 

Federal Trade Commission 
continued hearings here last 
Friday (25) on its charges that 
United Artists failed to prop- 
erly indicate in its advertising 
that it had cut J. Arthur 
Rank’s “Colonel Blimp” when 
it distributed in the U. S. At- 
torneys are to file proposed 
findings next month. 


At Friday’s hearing, FTC 
attorneys produced a femme 
witness who testified that she 
did not like the cut version. 
To which UA counsel Edward 
C. Raftery replied: “I’m not 
surprised. We couldn’t find 
anybody who liked either ver- 
sion.” 








|}other home games enjoyed a tre- 
|mendous fad during the last gen- SIMPP Not To 
or b.o. dip. 


Twentieth, which has come up| 
|with a series of ballyhoo stunts | 
lin the last several weeks plugging | 
lits new pictures, is putting its main | 


junket to 


(Continued on page 22) 


Small-Ratoff Film, 
‘Black Magic’ (Italo) 
Via UA at 257 Terms 


Reversing its previous. stand 
|against accepting films for distri- 
bution for less than a 2712% fee, 











|Small’s “Black Magic.” 


sharing in the advertising to the 


Oppose Decree 


Society of Independent Motion 
will 


York tomorrow (Thursday). Ellis 
Arnall, SIMPP prexy, en route 
east from tke Coast, hailed ‘the 
decree as a break for indie pro- 
ducers. 


Despite Arnall’s 
has been learned that all the indies 
|do not see eye to eye with him 
on all points. They feel that the 
divorcement aspect of the decree 
is very favorable, but feel that 


United Artists closed a deal over more study is needed of the trade | 
the weekend for release of Edward | practice provisions. These include | 
UA will! clauses which permit a return to) 
handle it for 25% under a single- | modified block booking and grant-| Rank’s early arrival in the U. S. 
picture contract, with the distrib | ing of franchises to certain inde-| Will be to appear as a witness in 


| pendent theatres. 


statement, it | 


arent of 25%. ; SIMPP’s great interest in the de- | 
UA’s willingness to take the pic cree reflects its constant effort to, 
under the first 25% pact is has open up competitive situations in| 


accepted in several years is due to | order to get its members the best | 
the fact “Magic” is classed as a| 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Parmount’s big studio meet has 
swung into fast action both in pro- 
duction and distribution to trim 
|the company’s sails for its new 
/course asa major without domes- 
| tic theatre holdings. As to produc- 
| tion, the company is going into a 
larger volume of films—undoubted- 
lly, an immediate reaction to the 
{need for hypoed pix rentals and 
|volume of business. In distribu- 
| tion, Par’s sales setup has been re- 
|aligned in a shuffle which brings 
|on five division chiefs and a new 
| assistant general sales head. 

E. K. (Ted) O’Shea has been 
tapped for the new No. 2 job un- 
der Alfred W. Schwalberg, recent- 
ly-named general sales manager. 
O’Shea steps up from the post of 
mid-eastern division chief. 

New division heads are Harry 
Goldstein and Harold Wirthwein. 
Goldstein takes over a newly-cre- 
ated mid-eastern division with 
headquarters in Kansas City. He 
|formerly was Cleveland district 
|manager. Wirthwein’s new spot is 
|midwestern division manager, a 
| promotion from ass’t Coast division 
chief. 
| Other division jobs stay as is. 
|George A. Smith continues as 
Coast topper; James J. Donohue 





or its “Down to the Sea in Ships” | Picture Producers, which had been | as central division head; and Hugh 
New Bedford, Mass.,| awaiting with much interest the Owen as eastern. 
locale of the film, two weeks ago -Paramount consent decree, 
and its current touring of such | take no action to oppose it when | ager for shorts and newsreels and 
| it is presented to the court in New| Gordon Lightstone as Canadian 


Oscar Morgan is 
reaffirmed as general sales man- 


| sales head. 

| Production-wise, decision has 
| been made that Par will spend as 
/much in '49 as in the previous 
| (Continued on page 24) 


Rank Arrives 23d in N.Y. 
: And Due in Court 28th In 
Nathanson’s Suit Vs. U 


One of the reasons for J. Arthur 





| the $1,000,000 damages plus injunc- 
jtion action brought against him 
and Universal by Paul L. Nathan- 
son, head of Empire-Universal 
Films, Ltd. Trial is slated to begin 
in the N. Y. supreme court, March 


“big” film and the company hopes 


‘to get a heavy gross out of it. It 


was made by Gregory Ratoff in 
Italy for Small with Orson Welles, 
Nancy Guild and Akim Tamiroff. 
First American pic to be made in 
Rome after the war, it uses the lo- 
cale for scenic and background 
shots. 





gued that the quartet should kick 
in with another $500,000 to com-. 
pensate for inflation. 

Settlement was previously okayed 
on Feb. 15 by Referee Jacob De- 


|; mov as a “fair and reasonable” of- | 


fer. Latter bid was first made | 
early last year in connection with | 
the 1944 stock transaction which | 
gave Skouras and the three other | 
NT officers a 20% share of the | 
‘company. Two years later they | 


(Continued on page 16) 


Negotiations have been going on 
for weeks between UA prexy Grad 
Sears, his assistant, Paul Lazarus, 


'Jr., and Harry Kosiner, Small sales 


chief, in New York. It has been a 
tug-of-war on the distribution fee, 
with Kosiner refusing to give any- 
thing beyond the 25% on which 


Small previously distributed films | 
via UA and Sears and Lazarus | 


holding out for at least 2712%. 
They also wanted the producer to 
commit to them several additional 
pix, which he refused to do. 


(Continued on page 55) 


EARLE SWEIGERT EXITS 
PAR AFTER 32 YEAR 


| 

| Earle W. Sweigert, Paramount’s 
| Philadelphia district manager, has 
handed in his resignation following 
|32 years with the company. Sales 
exec will stay on until the company 


/names his successor in Philly. 


| Sweigert formerly was_ mid- 
eastern division chief for Para- 
mount before being switched 
recently to the district spot. His 
division chores were turned over 
to E. K. (Ted) O’Shea. Ankling of 
i|his job follows closely on the 
| switch. 


| Sweigert is currently negotiating 
| for a new spot in the film business. 








Weitman, Hyman, O’Brien, Netter, Reagan 
wvo, companies into sevarate or Miontioned In Par Theatre Reshuffle 


With the ink still wet on the, 
Paramount consent decree, the 
groundwork has already been map- 
_ped for the new operational pro- 
cedure and top personnel of the 
independent Paramount theatre 
circuit. The new chain, coming 
into existence Jan. 1, 1950, will be 
divided into three separate divi- 
sions, it is reliably reported, and 
a trio of h.o. exces will handle the 
managerial chores. 


Understood that Robert M. Weit- 
| man, managing director of the N.Y. 
'and Brooklyn Paramount theatres, 
‘will head up one division. Edward 
L. Hyman, Paramount circuit vee- 
pee and chief aide to topper Leon- 
ard Goldenson, will take over an- 
other division besides continuing 
as assistant to Goldenson. A third 
j man, it is said, will be brought in 


from the field to direct the third 
division. 

Goldensen, of course, will hold* 
down the skippers job. His chief 
legal counsel and the head of the | 
real estate division is reported to 
be Walter Gross who is currently | 
one of the mainstays in both de- | 
partments of the present theatre 
wing. 

Robert O’Brien, at present secre- | 
tary to the present company, who 
was active in effecting the Govern- 
ment settlement, is said to be 
marked for a top job with the 
new theatre circuit. According | 
to one report, O’Brien will be a 
combined secretary and treasurer 
in the newly-welded chain. 

Leon Netter, another veepee in 
the present theatre subsid, is 
heading for an independent com- 


' cuit in Ohio. 


mand over a newly-created Florida 
States theatre circuit. 
it is understood, will probably be 


pieced together out of theatres | 
which Par must sell under the con- | 


sent decree in Florida. 


Still speculative but persistently 
rumored is that Charles M. Rea- 
gan, former distrib veepee of Par, 
will take over a number of part- 
nership houses of the Northio cir- 
Reportedly, Reagan 
is now dickering with the banks 
to raise sufficient coin to make the 
deal. 

While the Paramount decree is 
brand new, plans looking towards 
its adoption have been in the mak- 
ing for many months. Belief is 
that Par has a step-by-step blue- 
print for unloading its partnership 
houses. 


This chain, | 


| 28, and Rank is slated to dock here 
March 23. 
| Besides Rank, a number of other 
| biggies will take the stand as de- 
|fense witnesses. Scheduled to ap- 
|pear are Nate J. Blumberg, U’s 
prez; Robert Benjamin, head of 
| Rank’s U. S. organization; Matty 
| Fox, veepee in U; and G. I. Wood- 
| ham-Smith, Rank’s general counsel. 
| Nathanson’s action charges the 
|defendants with breaching a pact 
| which would have given his com- 
| pany exclusive distrib rights in 
| Canada to eight British pix to be 
handled by United World Pictures. 
| Latter outfit was later absorbed by 
|U and the deal was dropped. 
| He claims the loss of $1,000,000 


on distribution fees which he 
| would have collected, ranging from 
17% to 22%. Suit also seeks fu- 
_ture distrib rights in the Dominion 
on Rank product. 

| After appearing as a witness in 
‘the case, Rank will entrain for 
' Florida to visit Robert R. Young, 
‘railroad magnate and controlling 
_stockholder of Pathe Industries. 
He then heads west before return- 
ing in time to participate in the 
Anglo-American Film council metts 
scheduled to start April 20. 


See AMPA Slate Set 


Nominating committee for the 
Assn. of Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers will present its slate of 
_ Officers for the coming year to 
AMPA’s membership next week. 
Understood the committee, chair- 
_manned by David Bader, will urge 
Max E. Youngstein, Eagle Lion’s 
'ad-pub veepee and _ incumbent 
|chairman of AMPA, to hold down 
‘the job for another term. Young- 
stein’s term expires at the end of 
March. 

Committee meets Monday (7) to 
make its selection. Other members 
are Vincent Trotta, Gordon White, 
Blanche Livingston and Chester 
Friedman. 
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Paramount 


chalks up another terrific hit in the 


GOLD RUSH OF '49 








Does “Paleface” Business—Plus— 


first week N. Y. Paramount—and in Denver, Minneapolis, Salt Lake, 


Worcester, Sioux Falls, Wheeling, Altoona, Reno, Marion, O., 
Hazelton, Pa., Newark and Bangor... 


Matches “Paleface” Business 


in Duluth, San Francisco, Springfield, New Haven, Newport, 
Torrington, Conn. and Hartford... 


Leads Leaders Like “Welcome Stranger,” 
“Unconquered” and “California” | 


in spots like Phoenix, Boise and Tucson. = 


— And Even Guns ALAN LADD 
for the Industry’s sa eee etiiss 


PRESTON - MARSHALL: CRISP 
e f 48, 4 en Mu 
we. tener ¢ WHISPERING SMITH 


“Road to Rio" low by TECHNICOLO RQ. 
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duction. Stars Loretta Young, Van John- 








4 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, March 2, 1949 
Mother is a Freshman chief lure in attracting returns for Miniature Reviews The Walking Hills detective; Arthur Kennedy, “- 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


20th-Fox release of Walter Morosco pro- 


son; features Rudy Vallee, Barbara Law- | 
rence, Robert Arthur, Betty Lynn, Griff 
Barnett, Kathleen Hughes. Directed by 
Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay, Mary Loos, 
Richard Sale; based on story by Raphael 
Blau; camera (Technicolor), Arthur E. 
Arling; music, Alfred Newman; editor, 
William Reynolds. Tradeshown Feb. 24, 
"49. Running time, 80 MINS. 

Abby Abbott Seer: Loretta Young 
Prof. Richard Michaels..... Van Johnson 
Prof. John Heaslip.... Rudy Vallee 
Louise Sharp .... Barbara Lawrence | 
Beaumont Jackson....... Robert Arthur | 
Susan Betty Lynn 
Dean Gillingham....... Griff Barnett | 
Rhoda Adams ........ Kathleen Hughes 
George Eddie Dunn 
Mrs. Gillingham........ Claire Meade | 
Miss Grimes ..ee+.. Virginia Brissac | 
Mr. De Haven Charles Lane 
Mrs. Grammerton....... Kathryn Card 








Butch ; ‘ . Richard Taylor 
eee eee, ne” Marietta Canty 
“Mother is a Freshman” is a 


nifty piece of entertainment, cram- | 
ming a lot of fun into a snappy 80 | 
minutes of footage. Trapped out | 
in a fancy color garb, smartly cast, | 
brightly dialoged, it’s the type of 


|Harry Kurnitz, who also scripted 


this one. 
Zany farcing has been given a 
capable production backing by 


from the original by Everett and 
Devery Freeman. Physical values 
are not lush, but are sufficiently 
smooth to background the romantic 
antics which the good direction 
by Delmer Daves point up. 

Starring opposite Miss Wyman is 
David Niven as a high strung con- 
cert pianist. Plot revolves around 
the upset played with the normal 
pattern of his life when his busi- 
ness manager buys an apartment 
for him. Ex-owner of the informally 
operated menage, 
assorted tenants whom 
coddled, practically adopt the re-| 
luctant pianist and before he} 
knows it, he has been turned into| 
a human being with an apprecia-| 
tion for a well-turned gam or a 
well-swung right uppercut. 

Miss Wyman gives Niven the 
gam treatment, and also will re- 
mind audiences that she has ex-| 
tremely attractive underpinning. As | 





romantic comedy that carries an | a model of sports wear, she has a/ 


audience along a _ pleasure path | 


| 


chance to strike plenty of cheese- 


that makes the ticket price worth |cake poses in the brief costumes 


while. 
Story could easily have bogged 


which she enhances. Actress also 


| handles some snappy dialog and 


down in less understanding hands. | cityations ably for comedy values. | 


Mary Loos and Richard Sale fash- 
ioned an adroit, clever script from 


the Raphael Blau story, punctuat- | 


ing it with witty dialog and situa- 
tions that come off with a sock. 
Sympathetie directorial treatment 
from Lloyd Bacon, emphasized 
with bits of business and deft tim- 
ing, transfers the yarn to the screen 
as firstclass entertainment. 


Picture belongs to three players; 
co-stars Loretta Young and Van 
Johnson, and _ featured actress 
Betty Lynn. There are able assists 
from others, but these three domi- 
nate the footage and the fun. The 
plot to-do concerns Miss Young’s 
decision to take advantage of a 
family scholarship endowment and 
go to college. She’s a widow who 
has run short of cash while wait- 
ing for a trust fund to come due. 
Her daughter, Miss Lynn, already 
is a student at the college and, 
along with all the other co-eds, is 
in love with Van Johnson, lit pro- 
fessor. Mother proves to be an able 


student, book or look-wise, and| been contributed by David Weis-| with a couple of 


beats out her fellow co-eds for the 
prof’s affections. 

First 15 minutes of the show gets 
all the story twists established and 
by the time mother gets to college 


the pace is racing and holds that 
beat to the finale. The Loos-Sale | liam Thomas (J. Robert Bren) production. | the gang leader. 


dialog is topnotch, pertly reflect-| Aoyden, 


|Niven gives an excellent reading | 


| to his part. ' | 
Victor Moore is a choice laugh- | 
| getter, 


| owner, a man of eccentric hobbies. 


His deft sense of timing generally | 
good flavor of fun. | 


sparks a 

Wayne Morris, insurance sales- 
man and Niven’s rival in Miss 
Wyman’s_ affections; Broderick 
Crawford, harassed nighttime 


and the oddly} 
he has/ 


as the former apartment | 
} 


“Mother Is a Freshman” 
(Color) (20th). Delightful, 
credible romantic comedy for 
all types of audiences. 

“A Kiss in the Dark” (WB). 
Zany, romantic farce with 
good laugh content. 

“El Paso” (Color) Par). 
Sturdy commercial western 
slanted for good reception in 
the action market. 

“Tale of the Nayajos” (Col- 


or) (Metro). Slow-moving doc- 
umentary about Indian lore 
for special situations. 

“The Walking Hills” (Col). 


Fine westerner with solid cast 
for good b.o. in all situations. 

“Sheriff of Wichita” (Rep). 
Good Allan “Rocky” Lane 
oater for the Saturday matinee 
trade. 

“Devil’s Daughter” (French). 
Pierre Fresnay, Fernand Le- 
doux, Andree Clement in mel- 
ler; strong for arty spots. 

“Ride, Ryder, Ride!” (Color) 
(EL). Sturdy oater for the 
Saturday matinee trade. 

“Bomba, the Jungle Boy 
(Mono). Good programmer for 
the kiddie trade. Initialer of 
new series. 

“Hidden Danger” (Mono). 
Routine low-budgeted western. 

“Rozina, the Love-Child” 
(Czechoslovakian). Ponderous 
costume tragedy, mild even for 
foreign-language spots. 








|gang of cutthroats, the attorne 
| sticks around to save the people. 


(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
roduction. Stars Randolph Scott, Ella 

ines; features William Bishop, Edgar 
Buchanan. Directed by John Sturges. 
creenplay, Alan LeMay; additional dia- 
og, Virginia Roddick; camera, Charles 
Lawton, Jr.; editor, William Lyon; score, 
Arthur ‘Morton; musical director, M. W. 
Stoloff. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 25, °49. 
Running time, 78 MINS. 


Jim Carey..........%.....Randolph Scott 
Chris Jackson......+..+++: . Ella Raines 
GE «a's «oe and esses.» William Bishop 
Old Willy......- PU ceecsée Edgar Buchanan 
CGE. oc ccrescccs sears Arthur Kennedy 
Es 5055.06 habe ho a's oe John Ireland 
POAT <5 0 bn sceteec cess Jerome Courtland 
BE. C4 pRARS OSE OS ROTOR . Josh White 
EE. cnccddod 606 04006440" Russell Collins 
CE, cans Fodkesenses Charles Stevens 
ot) errs Houseley Stevenson 


.. Reed Howes 





and tight direction 


of-the-way westerner for nice play 
at the boxoffice in all situations. 


tion but the main kick derives from 


the cross-currents of greed for gold 
and a three-way romantic tangle 
is not fully successful due to a 
slightly hazy plot structure. But 
the main outlines of a sharp human 
conflict are made to emerge none- 
theless in an atmosphere of ele- 


tile background of the desert. 
Mainly responsible for this are 
John Sturges’ controlled and modu- 


formances and superlative scenic 
photography, toned with sepia. 
Opening in a Mexican border 





| He finds that Blackstone’s rules of 


town, yarn introduces eight men 


i reinfor - 
|worker whose nerves crack during | procedure must be reinforced by). 17 ‘accidentally stumble on some 


|his daytimes in the noisy apart-| sixgun, becomes a marauder him-| 
| self, only to see the error of his rom 


/ment; Joseph Buloff, Niven’s grasp- 

ing manager; Maria Ouspenskaya, 
|.Curt Bois and others hold up their 
| assignments capably. 

A lot of classical music is woven 
into the score, plus the venerable 
Victor Herbert title number. In- 
terspersing of serious music _ is 
treated straight but adds to the 
| comedy, particularly as used to 
|chase Crawford from his daytime 
slumbers. Robert Burks’ lensing 
displays players and settings ably, 
and a concise job of editing has 





_ bart. Brog. 


El Paseo 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 26. 


Paramount release of William Pine-Wil- 


| Stars John Payne, Gail Russell, Sterling 


George “Gabby” Hayes, Dick 


ing the college student and adult! Foran: features Eduardo Noriega, Henry 


in our times. Script is human and | Hull, Mary Beth Hughes, H. B. 


Warner, 
Bobby Ellis. Directed by Lewis R. Foster. 


treats the situations in a manner | Screenplay. Foster; based on story by J. 


to make them credible. 


Robert Bren. Gladys Atwater; camera 
(Cinecolor), Ellis W. Carter: music, Dar- 


Backing the handsome maneuv- rell Calker; editor, Howard Smith. Trade- 
ering of the three previously men- shows Feb. 25, °49. Running time, 103 
tioned players, are topnotch per | Clay oe a eal» A John Payne 


formances by Rudy Vallee, as a! Susan Jeffers............ 
prissy lawyer; Barbara Lawrence, | Bert Donner Faags 

4 é | esky ; _ 
mother’s college roommate; Kath- | Sheriff La Farge . 


Gail Russell 
.... Sterling Hayden 
George “Gabby” Hayes 


“ , 


| ways, and reforms. 


| A easting surprise is John Payne 
|as the barrister turned gunslinger. 
| Story gives a. logical explanation 
of the twist, Payne having been a 
Confederate cavalry eaptain. He 
sits easy in the saddle and in gen- 
eral, gives an excellent account of 
himself. Chief star of the film, 
however, as far as the smallfry 
western fan is concerned, is 
whiskered George “Gabby” Hayes. 


He has a running gag routine 
slick Indian 
|traders that’s good for chuckles 
| and gets the most from the scenes. 
| Gail Russell is the heroine, tied to 
a drunken father played by .Henry 

Hull. both fit in well. Sterling 

Hayden is not too convincing as 
Dick Foran does 
okay by the crooked sheriff assign- 
men 





There's a colorful Mexican role 


filled by Eduardo Noriega as a) 


| fast two-gun slinger. A good action 
'treat is his coaching of Payne in 
swift drawing of the _ frontier 
weapon. Mary Beth Hughes spots 
neat comedy touch as a gal who 
regularly works the stagecoaches 
relieving gents of their pokes. 


4 Dick Foran j i ™ 
leen Hughes, another co-ed; Robert | Don Nacho Vasquez . Eduardo Noriega rm pgs ay gees FD ag 
Arthur, romantically earnest stu- | Judge Jeffers notes a Henry Hull b tifull ‘4 t dd 
dent: and Griff Barnett. a wise Staseceach Nellie..... Mary Beth Hughes | beautifully but are muddy when 

’ ’ | Judge Fletcher........... . B. Warner the camera moves indoors Loca- 
dean. UN PIE, cine vse qannesis Bobby Ellis | 4; dd og . 
Of high interest for the femmes | 72h" Zikins.--.--+++--+- Arthur Space | UOns add sweep to Chase sequences, 
ra 1©S | Mrs. Elkins ............ Catherine Craig| being raw, western scenery of 
are the costumes worn by Miss Indian Chief............. Chief Yowlachie h tai d dal 
Y Mi Indian Joe Steve Garay roug : moun ains an ales. 
oung. Miss Young also adorns the | !ndian Joe.....-.--.---. ; Script is based on a story by 


typical campus outfits, offering the 
strongest kind of competition to 
the sweatered and skirted co-eds of 
the Utah U campus where the pic- 
ture was filmed. 


Walter Morosco’s production su- 

ervision is marked by the-particu- 
arly apt casting of the roles, use 
of beautiful campus setting, and 
the sterling physical values that 
make this one a treat for the eyes. 
The Technicolored lensing by 
Arthur E. Arling shows off the cast 
and sets. On the music side, Alfred 
Newman has a_ strong credit. 
Worked into the score are back- 
ground vocals of such tunes as 
*““M-O-T-H-E-R,” “Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi” “Dream” and other 
pops that fit naturally. Brog. 





A Kiss in the Dark 
Hollywood, March 1. 


Warner Bros. release of Harry Kurnitz 
production. Stars David Niven, Jane Wy- 
man; features Victor Moore, Wayne Mor- 
ris, Broderick Crawford. Directed by Del- 
mar Daves. Screenplay, Kurnitz; from 
story by Everett and Devery Freeman; 
camera, Robert Burks: music, Max 
Steiner; editor, David Weisbart. Trade- 
shown Feb. 28, °49. Running time, 88% 
MINS. 

Brie Phillies... 1635.1 i088 David Niven 
Polly Haines Jane Wyman 





Horace Willoughby........ Victor Moore 
Bruce Arnold........ ...Wayne Morris 
wer, WOStS.... 00 deeoss: Broderick Crawford 
Peter Danilo.....0... Joseph Buloff 
mame: TATU... .6cccce Maria Ouspenskaya 
PNEOGD ks os 0000.66.66 eee bs eo eee 
_ Benton PT cTTTT ree. . .. Why. 
Martin Soames...... Raymond Greenleaf 
Switch from heavy drama _ to 


romantic slapstick by Jane Wy- 
man comes off rather neatly in “‘A 
Kiss in the Dark.” Actress doesn’t 
have a particularly strong vehicle | 
with which to make the switch, pic- | 
ture being the lightest kind of fluff, | 
but it plays at a good pace and) 


carries a lot of pleasant laughs. As 
the Wyman name has gained lustre 
from her recent successful “Johnny ‘ 
Belinda,” it should serve as the 





A nifty combination of the best 
| tricks and thrills of the standard 
| western programmer with a fea- 
‘ture story makes ‘El Paso” ‘an ex- 
cellent entry for the action market. 
| It will show a healthy profit in all 

but the de luxer situations. 

Only detraction from the slam- 
| bang way it goes about its wild 

west story is the length of footage. 

|The 103 minutes running time 
|needs decisive scissoring, particu- 
larly to tighten the flat ending. Up 
to that point, except for overlength 
of the mass battle in a dust storm, 
it earries a load of spectacular 
action and has a gusty handling 
that will set very well with lovers 
of brawling outdoor stuff. 

Lewis R. Foster directed from 
his own script, detailing early days 
in El Paso right after the War Be- 
tween States and what happens to 
'a southern attorney who comes 
| west on business and to look up an 
old love. Affronted with lawless- 
ness of the town, domineered by a 














| The Wandering Jew 


“The Wandering Jew,” Ital- 
jan-made film opening at the 
Little Met, N. Y., tomorrow 
(3), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from Rome April 14, 1948. Pic, 
which reincarnates in its hero 
the Jew doomed by Christ to 
eternal wandering, was thought 
by reviewer “to have a strong 
potential for export success, 
| with particularly favorable re- 
| actions on American market.” 

Reviewer also felt, “that ex- 
cept for symbolical angle, pic 
registers very well, with plenty 
of strong action, impressive 
scenes and an excellent cast 
headed by Valentina Cortese” 
now under contract toe 20th- 
Fox). 





J. Robert Bren and Gladys At- 
water, and Bren served as associate 
producer to Pine & Thomas. Ex- 
cellent camera work is contributed 
by Ellis W. Carter. Brog. 


Tale of the Navajos 
(COLOR) 


Metro release of John A. Haeseler pro- 
| duction. Story, Haeseler, Harry Chandler; 
narration, Edwin Jerome; music, Lan 
Adomian. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 24, ’49. 
Running time, 52 MINS. 


A chance to do a much-needed 
documentary on modern American 
Indian life was muffed in this indie 
production which Metro bought 
out. “Tale of the Navajos” starts 
out as an interesting factual record 
but soon loses its way in mystical 
lore and legends. Standout aspect 
of this pic is the superb Techni- 
color lensing by an_ unbilled 
cameraman of the western land- 
scapes with their astonishing rock 
formations. But too much accent 
‘is placed on scenery and not 
/enough on people to carry atten- 
tion. Film can be slotted as a 
dualer in special situations. 


Slight yarn binding together the 
panoramic shots concerns’ the 
search of an Indian and white boy 
for a lush pasture land located on 
top of a remote mountain, accord- 
ing to one of the Navaja myths. 
Several sequences showing the kids 
climbing the perpendicular cliffs 








|of the wild life. But the film 
|; meanders, for the most part, very 
slowly through its story. 

| One of the major flaws is the 
repetitious 
| which weaves a soporific instead 
of the intended hypnotic effect. 
Constant references to Indian 
| gods, without explanations, are 
baffling, while fragments of Navajo 
ne ‘=v are droned over and over 
again. Heri. 


information pointing to the location 
the desert of a 100-year old 
wagon train presumably loaded 
with bullion. Joining together to 
|protect their interests against out- 
|siders, the group comprises a horse 
breeder, a private detective who’s 
just nabbed his man, the wanted 
murderer, two other shady charac- 
ters, a Negro entertainer, a bar- 
keep and an old-time prospector. 
Later, they are joined by a gal, Ella 
Raines, who becomes the pivot for 
the romantic triangle. 

Major portion of the film con- 
cerns the digging for the treasure 





are fascinating as are the glimpses | 


background narration | 


and developing hatreds among the 
jmen. Brawls break out and finally 
mount to a point where three men 
iare killed, including the dick and 
itwo of the criminals. At the climax, 
|a terrific sandstorm blows up which 
iscatters the searching party for a 
time and then uncovers the gold. 
The amorous complications - are 
solved with Miss Raines riding 
away with the wanted murderer 
who goes to turn himself in. 

In the lead role, Randolph Scott, 
as the horse-breeder, contributes 
one of his standard straight-jawed, 
straight-shooting performances. 
Miss Raines has a relatively minor 
role which she acquits competently. 
Excellent characterizations are con- 
tributed by John Ireland, as the 


——— —_ 
‘] Am With You’ 


“T Am With You,” Swedish- 
made picture which has been 
dubbed into English for U. S. 
distribution, should be natural 
for the religioso circuits but 
has little to offer the commer- 
cial boxoffice, even in the art 
houses. Story of a Protestant 
Swedish missionary, the pic- 
ture was lensed entirely on lo- 
cation in Southern Rhodesia 
and the authentic African set- 
ting, coupled with a fairly- 
interesting story, make it an 
okay production. Entire theme, 
plus the dialog, revolve around 
the missionary’s soul-saving 
venture among the Afri- 
can natives, however, which 
will militate too strongly 
against its theatrical b.o. 
chances. 

Dubbing job is a good one. 
Even close study of the actors’ 
lips reveal little trouble with 
synchronization and the voices 
chosen to match the actors are 
suited to each. Even so, the 
lack of near-perfect synch 
work is present in sufficient 
| Measure to indicate that sub- 
| titling, to which American au- 
diences are already accus- 

tomed, is still the best method 
of foreign film presentation in 
| this country. The story itself 
has the missionary losing faith 
| after his wife and only child 
| both die in Africa. He’s ready 
| to resign his post and return 
| to Sweden when a young na- 











tive girl proves to him with her 
_ unbounded faith, despite 
severe difficulties, that he must 
| stay and try to convert others. 
The picture opened Monday 
(28) at the Normandie, N. Y., 
for its American bow. Rudolph 
Carlson Productions, indie 
N. Y. outfit, is handling domes- 
tic theatrical distribution, with 
Religious Film Assn., N. Y., 
. distribbing it in 16m form to 
churches, schools, ete. 


An intriguing theme, good cast | 
combine to/| 
make “The Walking Hills” an out- | 


Pic has a full share of straight ac- | 


its gallery of sharp portraits of an} 


mental drives and against the hos- | 


lated direction, some standout: per- | 


surly underworld drifter; William 
Bishop, as the murderer; Edgar 
Buchanan, as the old-timer; Russe}] 
Collins, as the barkeep, and Jerome 
Courtland, as a young cowboy 
who’s also wanted by the police. 
Josh White adds importantly to the 
film with his renditions of a couple 
of blues numbers and folk ballads. 
Herm. 


Sheriff of Wichita 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Republic release of Gordon Kay pro 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane; fea- 
tures Eddy Waller, Roy Barcroft, Lyn 
Wilde, Clayton Moore, Eugene Roth, Tre- 








| vor Bardette. Directed by R. G. Spring. 
steen. Screenplay, Bob Williams; camera, 
| John MacBurnie; editor, Tony Martinelli, 
Previewed Feb. 24, 49. Running time, 
60 MINS. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane. Allan “Rocky” Lane 
ear Black Jack 
A ere Eddy Waller 
> reer ree Roy Barcroft 
eee TOO... .cccvsceese Lyn Wilde 
Raymond D’Arcy........- Clayton Moore 


Howard Thornton....... Eugene Roth 
Ira Flanders errr Trevor Bardeite 
SOCK FOROS. 2 cc cceecs: House Peters, Jr. 


SN + bs Vcc eke tennres .. Earle Hodgins 
assorted group * the prowl for a James Rate eeeeeeeeewees Edmund Cobb 
buried treasure in Death Valley. Warden Til ERE pe John Hamilton 

,’ | PS ocd Cs 00. 6 db SUERE LS 0 He Steve aines 
Screenplay s attempt to handle, EP Tee it ee Jack O’Shea 





Allan “Rocky” Lane gives the 
proper authority to “Sheriff of 
Wichita” to make it okay fodder 
|for the juve patrons of oaters. 
|Moppets may have some trouble 
following all the story twists, but 
the action is strong with enough 
tricks to please their fancy. 

In putting his original script to- 
| gether, Bob Williams made it a bit 
more complicated than usual with 
straight western plots, but it’s 
never confusing. This time Lane is 
on the trail of a five-year-old Army 
payroll robbery. The lieutenant 
who was convicted of the crime 
| escapes prison after receiving a 
|mysterious letter. He goes to an 
old fort, only to find other recipi- 
(ents of similar missives gathered 
ithere with Lane m.c.ing unravel- 
|ling of the payroll disappearance. 
| It comes out okay when Lane finds 
the money, clears the lieutenant 
and the name of a dead major, and 
the crooks go to jail.« 
| KR. G. Springsteen’s direction in- 
|jects plenty of chases, a number 
|of fist fights and a_ spectacular 
| stunt or two, such as Lane doing a 
| home-base slide, to appeal to the 
| kiddies. Aiding Lane and his stal- 
|lion, Black Jack in solving the 
| western mystery, are Eddy Waller, 
| Lyn Wilde, Clayton Moore, House 
Peters, Jr., and others. Villainy is 
|ably contributed by Roy Barcroft, 
| Trevor Bardette, Eugene Roth, 
| among others. 

Production supervision by Gor- 
don Kay helps to maintain general 
suitability of the Lane series for 
the market at which it is aimed 
and technical assists measure up. 

Brog. 





Devil's Daughter 
(FRENCH) 


International Alliance Films release of 
Pathe-Cinema-Safia production. Stars 
Pierre Fresnay, Fernand Ledoux, Andree 
Clement. Directed by Maurice Saurel. 
Screenplay, M. G. Sauvajon, Henri Decoin, 
Alex. Joffe from story by Joffe, Jean Le 
Vitte; camera, Armand Thirard; editor, 
Bretonneche. At Ambassador, , rs 
gerting Feb. 25, *49. Running jime. 98 


A ey ere” Pierre Fresnay 


Mee NOES Fs 6 600 6 ¥ 00+ 0's Fernand Ledoux 
Te Andree Clement 
Aunt Hortense........... Therese Dorny 
Ee S58 eee ed Albert Remy 
N’A Qu’Un Sou......... Serge Andreguy 
SO ear Te Albert Glado 
Serre Francois Patrice 
CO EEE SS Felix Claude 
ED vaec-cnetine bao Robert Seller 
RRR ener Pierre Juvenet 
The Bartender........... Paul Frankeur 
are Andre Wasley 
 _. a eee Amato 
Ludovic Mercier.......... Henri Charret 





(In French; English Titles) 

Although made in France over 
three years ago, “Devil’s Daugh- 
ter,” is an intriguing human-in- 
terest drama in the pre-war French 
cinematic tradition. Picture smacks 
of the old nuances, bright direc- 
tion, nice portrayals and marked 
realism for which French produ- 
cers were known before the war. It 
will draw well in arty and foreign- 
language houses, and may even £0 
okay in other Americam theatres. 

There is nothing particularly 
original in the story of a notorious 
bank robber being able to assume 
the guise of a returning villager 
who has made a fortune in the 
U. S. when the latter is accident- 
-ally killed in an auto crash. Nor 
|is the situation which finds him 
emulating a rich do-gooder and @ 
man of distinction among his ol 
townsmen. But M. G. Sauvajon, 
Henri Decoin and Alex Joffe have 
dressed this up, given the not un- 
familiar situations verve and made 
it jell. 

One medium employed is that of 
having the town doctor, who had 
dressed the robber’s wounds (‘suPp- 
posedly suffered in the auto accl- 
dent), gently blackmailing the 
bandit into giving accidentally- 
'found money to various local char!- 
|ties. The point that the medico 
‘knows the masquerading million- 
aire to be the daring robber 1s 
deftly but quietly established early. 
| While the robber likes the praise 
heaped on him for his free-siving 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Exhibs Frown on Pix-TV ‘Dualing’ 


Suggested plan of having commercial television s ide- 
by-side with regular film features will be ~uliek te 
and circuit operators who point out that attempts at commercial 
shorts and adfilms were sharply resisted by their customers 

Theatre ops believe patrons would raise a similar squawk about 
commercial tele shows, no matter how watered down the plugs 
were. Patrons complained, they recalled, on the basis that they 
were shelling out good money to be entertained and that they 
should not have to pay to see commerciai advertising on the screen 

Most-exhibs feel that when and if theatre tele becomes feasible 
on a mass circuit basis, it can only be used to pipe a few sports 


‘NJ. ALLIED’S SQUAWK 


pret m Allied’s Survey Accents Fact That 


The running exhib-distrib debate | 
over where and when a company 
‘can book 16m showings of its prod- | 
uct without unfair 


Showmanship Can Sell Many a Pic 


competition aie 





— over the pot again this week. 

his time Republic is en the receiv- . 

ing end of a hot letter of protest | Wee er se reer Monk 
sent to the company by Edward | on . 1 M ete gga 4 
Lachman, prez of New Jersey Al-| SP ngs - = ct, 8 Ne ‘ 
lied. Lachman is demanding that | York 3 — age el "te 
Rep cease boeking 16m features in | ork last year for Mer te 





and special events into the theatres, such as a championship fight. 








sr ere 





$1,500,000 Added to Distribs’ Annual 
Payload By New IATSE Exchange Pact 





An addéd $1,500,000 annually? 


will be tagged onto the major ee) 
tributor payrolls as result of the| 
new two-year union pact, covering | 
6.300 front and backroom em-| 
ployees in 32 exchange cities, 
which will be signed Friday (4). 
After three months of negotiations, 
settlement of all details was 
reached yesterday (Tues.) between 
reps of Paramount, Metro, RKO, 
20th-Fox,. Universal, Columbia and 
Republic, on one hand, and the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical | 
Stage Employees. 

New pact grants an increase of 
$4.50 per week with minimums | 
established at $34 per week and) 





scales ranging upwards to an 
average of approximately $75 per 
week for head bookers. Increases 
are retroactive to Dec. 1, which 
will cost the companies a sum of 
close to $500,000 in back pay to be 
issued after March 19, when the 
new scales go into effect. Negotia- 
tions with United Artists, Mono- 
gram, Eagle Lion, Film Classics 
and National Screen Service will | 
open shortly and are expected to. 
follow the pattern set by the} 
major companies. | 

The companies’ negotiating com- | 
mittee included Clarence Hill, | 
20th-Fox, chairman; Charles)! 
O’Brien, Metro; C. J. Scollard, 
Paramount; A. A. Schubart, RKO; 
G. F. Malafronte, Universal; H. J. | 
Kaufman, Columbia; and Al Schil- | 
ler, Republic. 





IATSE’s committee | 
consisted of Thomas J. Shea, as-| 
sistant to the president; interna- 
tional v.p. Louise Wright and in- 
ternational rep Joseph D. Basson. 


SPG Seeks to Nix 





One on the Aisle 
Perth Amboy, March 1. 

State Assemblyman John J. 
Brixie of this city made a tri- 
umphant return to Reade’s 
New Majestic theatre here at 
a recent ceremony to celebrate 
completion of a remodelling 
program. 

Now in his first term as a 
New Jersey legislator, Brixie 
was an usher at the house for 
four years. 


SOPEG Repels 
TATSE Thrust 








In Major #.0.'s 


Screen Office and Professional 
Employees Guild, CfO, has come 
out on top of a year-long jurisdic- 
tional battle with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees for control of the around 
3,700 homeoffice whitecollarites. 
SOPEG put the finishing touches 
on its victory over its IATSE, 
rival, Local H-63, by cleaning up in 
collective bargaining elections at 
Metro, Paramount, RKO theatre 
servicing and Columbia last week. 


| Local H-63 scored in only two 


plants with comparatively small 
staffs, Republic and De Luxe labs. 
Victory at the polls 


reestab- 





the Jersey sector, claiming the 
practice is cutting into 35m grosses. 


| According to the Allied com- 
|plaint, Rep has recently launched 
into selling narrow-gauge product 
to schools and parent-teacher or- 
ganizations in Elizabeth and the 
| Oranges. Among films booked, it is 
iclaimed, have been several Roy 


|Rogers westerners and “Bill and 


Coo.” 
| 


‘Some Renewed Amus. 
Stocks’ Buying Cues 





While bullish enthusiasm for 
motion picture stocks still is lack- 
ing, much in line with general sen- 
timent in Wall Street on all shares, 
| quiet accumulation of better film 
| issues has been in progress for the 
| last few weeks. This buying forced 
| Loew’s into activity and a smart, 
| fractional gain dast Friday (25) 
| while the whole market was slip- 
|ping. It also showed up in re- 
newed activity in Warner Bros.’ 
shares. 

Paramount stock, however, re- 
mained unaffected in both price 
and volume of trading despite the 





|ment, This development was prob- 


first foreshadowed. 

Much of this renewed interest 
in film company shares appears to 
be predicated on three factors: 

(1) Belief that the amusement 
group as a whole has fairly much 
discounted the bad foreign devel- 
opments and any dip in the domes- 
tic boxoffice. 

(2). Discovery that some picture 
| companies are not in as unfavor- 
|able position, particularly in the 
| foreign field, as first feared, or“as 
ex quotations would indicate. 





(3). Possibility that the foreign 


Wall St.’s Confidence 


| announcement of the decree settle- | 


ably discounted some weeks ago | 
when shape of the Par decree was | 


| Three Wives,” was forced back 
| to the Coast when continuous 

bad weather created a costly 
| delay in his plans. 
Mankiewicz tried it again 
| this week, arriving in N. Y. 
| Saturday (26) with Susan Hay- 
ward and a group of actors and 
technicians, who were later 
joined by Richard Conte, for 
background scenes for his up- 
coming “House of Strangers.” 
Weather was fine over the 
weekend but one of the worst 
days of the winter, complete 
with snow, slush and cloudy 
skies, greeted Mankiewicz when 
it came time to start work 
Monday (28). Right now, he is 
sitting it out and waiting for 
the weather to break. 








Expect Goldwyn 
To Follow Disney 
-InRenewing RKO 


Samuel Goldwyn is expected to 
follow Walt Disney in renewing 
his distribution pact with RKO. 
Disney signed a new contract last 


films. Goldwyn deal, a one-year 
| ticket with options by the pro- 


| ducer, is up June 1 and will be) 


|taken up. 
RKO is thus assured product 


|from its two top indie producers, | 


which will tend to reduce the prob- 


lem of a product shortage resulting | 


| from the long hiatus in large-scale 
production at the studio. Slow- 
| down began when Howard Hughes 
acquired control last summer. It 
is apparently coming to an end 
|now and, with the indie product, 
| should relieve the fears of RKO 
| distribution execs. 

Two pix are now before the cam- 


lished SOPEG as the major h.o.| market is likely to improve reve- | eras, another will start shortly and 


bargaining: agency in almost the 
same position it held when IATSE 


| tried to edge it out of the picture 


Leftist’ Label 


Hit by a flock of resignations. 
last week, the eastern Screen 
Publicists Guild is mapping a new 
overall policy which will take it! 
completely out of politics. Move, 
which reverses SPG’s_ previous 
practice of taking either open or 
tacit stands on all general public 
issues, is designed to erase the} 
label of “leftist? which has been 
stuck on the Guild. In the future | 
it will strictly confine itself to 
economic union questions. 


The policy switch came on the) 
heels of a joint resignation by 13 
members of RKO’s’ homeoffice 
flackery from SPG. Reason for 
the bowout was stated to be that 
SPG’'s political activity was detri- 
mental’ to its union functioning. | 

Slight, scattered sympathy with. 
the resignations was expressed by 
other SPG dissidents, who are not, 
however, planning to make a sim- 
ilar move at the present time. Con- 
flicts within SPG have arisen. 
Sporadically due to the Guild’s 

politicking, and several years ago 
some members attempted to have 
the American Newspaper Guild. 
represent film publicists. Current- 
ly, nine of the resigned RKO 
publicists have joined with the sign 
Painters union, AFL. 

SPG, meantime, is still trying to. 
hammer out a new pact with the 
majors to replace the one expired | 
last September. Negotiations, 
which have been in progress for 
over a month, have been dead- 
locked over SPG’s demand for a 
25°° wage hike although agreement 
On some minor issues has been 
reached. Another bargaining ses- 
Sion is slated for late this week. 





Litvak Wins Award 
Hollywood, March 1. | 

Screen Directors Guild  an- 
nounced its third quarterly award, 
Rinich goes to Anatole Litvak for 
me in piloting “The Snake 


last summer. Local H-63, how- 


'nue-wise in the not too distant 
| future. 

| Some trade observers think that 
‘there are several signs that for- 


| 10 others are in preparation. This 
still doesn’t compare with RKO’s 


| former schedule of production, but | 


| it will mean the busiest period at 


ever, managed to gain a foothold eign biz may be shaping up better the studio since Hughes took over. 


in a couple of SOPEG’s former 
bailiwicks, United Artists and Re- 
public, aside from its previous 
dominance at Warner Bros. 
Numerical strength of both unions 
puts SOPEG way out in front, 
representing a total of 2,700 work- 
ers to about 1,000 for Local H-63. 

SOPEG negotiations with the 
major companies will open shortly 
after the union receives its cer- 
tification from the National Labor 
Relations Board. Although talks 
for a wage hike last year were 
conducted on a company-by-com- 


| pany basis, it’s likely that this time 


an industry committee will be set 
up to write on overall pact. 


24 MORE HOT PRINTS 
RECOVERED BY THE FBI 


Coordinated drive of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and major 





‘companies to round up the raft of 
16m prints strayed, lost or stolen 


from the thousands given to the 
armed services during the war 
brought further results this week. 
In a Brooklyn raid, FBI seized 
another 24 prints from a 16m 


‘dealer. Prints, including such top 


| than in the last two years. 


One thing that Wall Street ap- 
| parently is just becoming aware of 
is that the decline in theatre busi- 
ness is not generally as severe as 
believed by some. An inkling of 
how boxoffice trade is running was 
pointed up over the Washington 
Birthday week with many theatres 
reporting about as strong biz as a 
year ago. 


Currently the improved attitude 
toward film stocks is tempered in 
financial circles by recurring re- 
ports about too many lukewarm to 
weak pictures now out on release. 
But the ability of most major film 
companies to rebound with several 
strong boxoffice entries after one 


vorable sign that production head- 
aches on the Coast are being 
straightened out. 


Buying in recent weeks has 
mainly centered in Loew’s, War- 
ner Bros., Paramount, Republic 
and RKO. 


ESCALATOR CLAUSE MAY 
HIT 1006 STORY B 








hits as “Song of Bernadette,” “A 
Man to Remember” and “Bandit of 
Sherwood Forest,” were turned | 
over to Sargoy & Stein, counsel for | 


, the companies, | 


Meanwhile, two defendants in-| 


‘dicted on charges of renting “hot” | 


film in Brooklyn, were sentenced 
in the Brooklyn Federal district , 
court Friday (25). Joseph Albino, 
truckdriver, who pleaded guilty 
was hit with a $200 fine by Judge 
Harold M. Kennedy. Henry L. 


Brook, operator of the State Cam- 


era exchange, interposed a nolo 
contendére, and drew a $500 fine. 

At the time of their arraignment 
last June, U.S. Attorney George 
W. Percey told the court that the 
prints donated to the armed forces 
had been stolen from the Army 


i Servicing Center on Long Island. | York. 


With best-selling books ceasing 
to be an important source of screen 
material, 20th-Fox reversed the 
tide this week in a deal for 
“Cheaper by the Dozen.” It paid 
$75,000 for screen rights, plus a 
maximum of another $25,000 un- 
der an escalator clause based on 
book sales. With about 60,000 
copies sold to date, indications are 
that the $100,000 ceiling will be 
reached. 

Book, by Frank Gilbreth, Jr., 
and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, is a 
story of the adventures in a family 


of 12 children, similar in some re- 


spects to “Chicken Every Sunday” 
and “I Remember Mama.” It was a 
Book-of-the-Month Club co-selec- 
tion for January. Annie Laurie 
Williams, agented the deal in New 


or two weakies is taken as a fa- | 


Three Disney pix included in 
| the new pact are “Ichabod and Mr. 
!'voad,” “Cinderella” and ‘““l'reasure 
'Island.” Al! will be in Technicolor. 
“Cinderella,” expected for next 
Christmas, will be entirely in ani- 
imation, while “Treasure Island” 
will be Disney’s first 100% live- 
jaction pic. “Ichabod,” being 
‘prepped for September release, 


'will be narrated by Bing Crosby, | 


'who will also sing three songs. 
Renewal of the deal marks the 


(13th year of RKO-Disney associa- | 
Roy O. Disney, president of | 


| tion. 
| Walt Disney Productions, and Gun- 
'ther Lessing, general counsel, were 
| east last week for the inking. Wil- 
liam Levy, sales supervisor, and 
Charles Levy, pub-ad chief, went 
to the studio this week for confabs 
on sales and promotional plans for 
the films. 


JOHNSTON RE-ELECTED 


| 








Hollywood, March 1. 
Assn. of Motion Picture Pro- 


ducers re-elected Eric Johnston | 


president and Y. Frank Freeman 
‘chairman of the board. Annual 


meeting also elected B. B. Kahane | 


and L. K. Sidney as_ veepees, 
| Charles Boren as veepee in charge 
,of industrial relations, and James 
|S. Howie as secretary. 


Members of the board of direc- 
|tors are: Columbia—Harry Cohn 
j}and B. B. Kahane; Metro—Louis 
|B. Mayer and L. K. Sidney; Para- 
| mount—Y. Frank Freeman and 
|Henry Ginsberg; Republic—Her- 
| bert Yates and Allan Wilson; 20th- 
| Fox—Joseph M. Schenck and Fred 
Meyer; Universal - International— 
| Leo Spitz and Edward Muhl; War- 
'ners—Jack L. Warner and Carrol 
| Sax. 

Under an amendment of the by- 
laws, each studio will be repre- 
sented by two members of the 
board of directors, instead of one 


“| as under the old rules. 


week for release of his next three | 


PRESIDENT OF AMPP. 


* Allied Theatres, 


| 


whose 10,000 
members survey threw a round- 
house punch at so-called “sophisti- 
|cated” pix, is now admitting that 
there’s no such thing as an all-bad 


film. According to Allied’s latest 
breakdown of its theatre poll, the 
exhib organization is drawing the 
lesson that one theatre’s poison 
can be another's boxoffice meat. 

Only a few of the pix, evaluated 
|by the nation’s exhibs according 
ito their b.o. pull, were able to 
|}mark up heavy plus signs in all 
situations. Such films as “Fuller 
Brush Man” and “My Wild Irish 
Rose” were top drawers in small, 
medium and large towns. A major- 
|ity of Hollywood's product, how- 
ever, varies between wide business 
limits depending upon the size of 
| town or the location of the theatre. 

Evaluating its own figures, Allied 
says “the moral would seem to be 
|that no picture has a guaranteed 
success for all exhibitors and very 
few pictures are made that some 
| exhibitor some place by some in- 
| Senious showmanship cannot turn 
|into one of his more profitable en- 
|gagements. By the same _ token, 
| there were a scattered few theatres 
{in unusual circumstances who re- 
|ported that the best business for 
them resulted in themes or sub- 
jects that were roundly condemned 
by the great rank and file of thea- 
tre patrons.” 

“The Wistful Widow of Wagon 
Gap,” for example, ranked as the 
fifth best b.o. picture by exhibs in 
medium towns, and ninth in small 
towns but failed to make any dent 
|in the big cities. “Abbot & Costello 





| Meets Frankenstein” met the same 
|response as did the “Babe Ruth 
| Story.” On the other hand, “On 
An Island With You” ranked 10th 
in the big cities but barely made 
a stir in either the small or me- 
‘dium towns. “Magic Town” simi- 
larly had its best play in the big 
cities while “All My Sons” went 
over best in medium towns. “Naked 
City,” on the other hand, was 
strong in both large and medium 
towns but was mild in the rural 
areas. 


Taking Allied’s own figures and 
statements, distrib execs are using 
them as ammunition in their cam- 
|paign for more exhib showman- 
iship. Although admitting there’s 
no substitute for a good picture, 
distribs contend that theatre men 
‘can help push average product 
'through “ingenious showmanship.” 


3.or 4 Per Month 
~ For M-G Release 


William F. Rodgers, Metro’s dis- 
tribution veepee, believes the film 
market is ready to absorb product 
at a faster rate, particularly the 


type pix turned out by his home 
‘lot. Just returned from M-G’s stu- 
_dio huddles, Rodgers told Varirty 
that the company “has no thought 
of building up a film backlog” in 
announcing a speedup in produc- 
tion of pix. Although he has no 
fixed number of releases in mind 
for the year, Rodgers plans to get 
three-to-four films moving to the 
theatres monthly. 


“We will release films as fast 
as the studio gets them to us,” 
Rodgers said. “Of course, before 
releasing them we must first pre- 
pare a publicity buildup for proper 
penetration. But there won’t be 
any holding back on films for back- 
log purposes.” 


Rodgers does not see the public 
‘hankering for any particular type 
of film and is inclined to scout 
attempts to evaluate the appeal of 
pix on the basis of bracketing. “The 
public wants any film that is highly 
entertaining. It has always been 
that way and it still is,” M-G’s 
sales topper declared. 

Metro is extending its sale of 
pix on flat rentals in certain small 
situations. Rodgers said. Company 
advised Col. H. A. Cole’s Allied 
committee that it had no objec- 
tions, in many cases, of selling flats. 
However, M-G will not commit it- 
self to sell flats in the future as 
a matter of policy. “If we did that, 
we would be putting back selling 
practices 15 years,” Rodgers de- 
clared. 
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* WE HAVE BEEN impressed by the 


superlative Quality and the excellent 
Uniformity of the 20th-Fox Praduct. 
°ngratulations are due Darryl 
Zanuck for the marvellous job he, his 
studio personnel are 
Out one good Picture 



















doing in batting 
ofter another. 

While many of the sty 
shutting down OF curtailing output 
throughout 1948, Zanuck and his or. 
ganization were turning out the high- 
est number of SUCCEessful pictures in the 


company history. And to date for 1949 
release, Judging by wh 
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utting rooms are such pice 
tures as “Mother Isq Freshman,” “Mr, 
Belvedere Goes to College,” “Down 
to the Seq in Ships,” "Slattery’s Hurri. 


» and “The Beautiful 
Blonde 


















A glance Over the 1948 fist of re- 
leases shows how high the Studio’s cur.. 
rent year’s sights Must be set to sur. 
Pass it. Starting off with the Academy 

winner, Zanuck’s own "“Gentleman’s 
the roster included "Sit. 


¥ Sam Engel, “Apartment 
or Peggy,” produced by Bill Perl.: 

®r9; “Green Grass of Wyoming,”: 
from Robert Bassler; and the George 


Jesse} Musical, “When My Baby 
miles at Me,“ : 


Almost without e 
tures made one o 
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Chi Perks; Godfrey Unit Ups Bandit’ 
To Bright $60,000, ‘O'Flynn’ $20,000, 


Beneke Ups ‘Manhattan’ 


Rousing $21,000, Omaha 


Omaha, March 1. 


“Girl From Manhattan,” bol- 


pheum this session. ‘“Paradine 


‘ ? écte 9¢ . |Case” at the Omaha looks big. 
antment ren ~ R | “Joan of Are” shapes great at the 
ose | Brandeis in second week. 


Chicago, March 1. + 

Aided by six openings and strong 
holdovers, biz here looks a bit 
brighter. Top grosser should be the 
Oriental with Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts Unit onstage lifting 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“Girl From Manhattan” (UA) 
with Tex Beneke band onstage. 
Very big $21,000. Last week, “Un- 
faithfully Yours” (20th) and 
“Amazing Mr. xX” (EL), very 








“Kissing Bandit” to fancy $60,000. : 

Dougie Fairbanks did an opening ir hes 8 ‘a Pn 
day p.a. at the Palace for his new} cok Sa a 
film, “Fighting O’Flynn.” ar $723, 


Seems | 
apt to hit good $20,000. 
“Enchantment” at Woods shapes | 
tidy $26,000. “Siren of Atlantis” | ¢ 
and “Rose of Yukon” at Roosevelt | 
surprises with dandy $14,000. | 
Second week pix are much | 
stronger than in recent months, | 


(Based on 23 theatres) 


Smith’ Snappy 








with the Chicago the leader with 
“Don Juan” aided by Mills Bros. 
p.a., fancy $48,000. “Wake of Red 
Witch” at State-Lake looks boff 
$32,000 on initial holdover round. 
“Chicken Every Sunday” at United 
Artists appears $14,000 probable. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘“‘Hamlet” (U) (14th wk). Neat 
$8,500 or near. Last week, $10,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) aided by Mills 
Bros. heading stageshow (2d wk). 
Nifty $48,000. Last week, $53,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Valley of Giants” (WB) and 
“Background to Danger” (WB) (re- 
issues) (2d wk). Light $5,000. Last 
week, $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“China Sky” (RKO) and “Valley of 
Sun” (RKO) (reissues). Tidy $11,- 
000. Last week, “Lucky Stiff” 
(UA), about same. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) with Ar- 
thur Godfrey Talent Scouts show 
onstage. Bright $60,000. Last 
week, “Letter to Three Wives” 
(20th) plusS vaude (3d wk), fine 
$37,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and “Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO). Aided by Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr. p.a. Good $20,000. 
Last week, “Dear to My Heart” 
(RKO) (2d wk), solid $17,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (700; 50-98)—‘In- 
visible Ray” (U) and “Invisible 
Woman” (U) (reissues). Fair $8,- 
500 in 6 days. Last week, “Sgt. 
York” (WB) and “Castle on Hud- 
son” (WB) (reissues), $11,500. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— | 


“Siren of Atlantis’ (UA) and “Rose 
of Yukon” (Rep). Shapely $14,000. 
Last week, “Flaxy Martin’ (WB) 
and “Parole, Inc.” (EL) (2d wk), 
$7,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (10th 





$16,000 Tops K.C. 


Kansas City, March 1. 

Theatrical row has only two new 
bills this week, with “Whispering 
Smith” at Paramount leading by 
|a wide margin with solid takings. 
| Will hold. “Criss Cross” in Fox 
| Midwest’s three houses is mild. 
'“Hamlet” in second week at 
| Apollo still looks nice. Weather 
| continues on warmer side. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Apollo (Fox Midwest) (1,037; 


| $1.20-$2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). | 


| Nice $7,500. Last week, nifty 


$9,000. 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65) — “Chicken Every Sunday” | 
i (20th) and “Night Wind” (20th) | 
'(m.o.) Slim $2,500. Last week, | 
i‘‘Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and | 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (m.o.), 
average $3,500. | 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— | 
“Command Decision” (M-G) and) 
“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G) (2d 
|wk). Good $10,000 in 6 days. Last 
| week, huge $21,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 50-75- 
| $1.25)—“Joan of Arce” (RKO( (4th 
| wk). Continues strong at $10,000. 
Last week, fine $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Whispering Smith” (Par). Best 
|of new films, solid $16,000 or bet- 
iter. Holds. 
| cused” (Par), moderate $11,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Stagecoach” (Indie) and “Long 

Voyage Home” (Indie) (reissues). 
| Over average $4,000. Last week, 
'“Big Sombrero” (Col) and “Jungle 
| Jim” (Col), fair $3,000. 

(Fox 


| Tower—Uptown—F airway 
| Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 





Last week, “The Ac-| 


| skimpy $8,500 at 16-65c. 
| Omaha (Tristates) (2,100: 16-65) 
|—— “Paradine Case” (SRO) and 
'“Open Secret” (EL). Big $10,000. 
|Last week, “Wake Red Witch” 
(Rep) (m.o.) and “Code Scotland 
Yard” (Rep) nice $8,500. 
State (Goldberg) (865: 
|“‘Walked by Night” (EL) and 
“Trouble Makers” (Mono). Oke 
$4,500. Last week, “Criss Cross” 


16-65)— 


(U) and “Shut Big Mouth” (Indie), | 


good $4,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 76-$1.25) 
—‘Joan of Are” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Still great at $12,000. Third week 
looms. Last week, smash $17,800, 
'house high for straight pix. 
| Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 


stered by Tex Beneke band and /' 
vaude, is doing solid biz at Or- | 


Snow Clips B'way; Honeymoon Happy 
At $132,000, ‘Ships’-Vallee-Amsterdam 
Only Oke 926, ‘Door’ Swings Wide 406 


Chance for a strong post-holiday | Sammy Kaye orch, Harvey Stone 
week showing was blotted out by topping stageshow, open tomorrow 


Monday’s (28) all-day snow, most | eae on (1,700; 70 
| Broadway firstruns being espe- | ¢1 35) — “Fighting O'Flynn” (U). 


‘is that deluxer business is very | is landing solid $29,000 or near. 





(Loew’s) 


‘spotty this session despite the|Holds. Last week, third for 
launching of eight new bills during Bee hy Night” (EL) was down 


'the last nine days. Usual letdown | Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50)— 


after Feb. 22 holiday seemed likely |“State Department-File 649” (FC) - 


to be limited until the snowfall | (2d-final wk). First holdover ses- 
that lasted until nearly midnight ;sion ending next Friday (4) is fall- 
Feb. 28. Rain on Friday (25) also ing to slim $14,000 after modest 


hurt many Gitnatiethe {$19,000 opener. ‘‘Moonrise” (Rep) 


Out in front is “Family Honey- 
moon,” which likely will finish first 
week at the Music Hall with a nice 

' $132,000. Strong opening day and 
big weekend — a consider- 
|ably higher figure but Monday’s 


‘storm sloughed trade severely. 


opens Saturday (5). 
' Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘‘Return of October” (Col) (2d 
\wk). Initial sessio. ended last 
/Monday (28)*okay at $24,500. In 
jahead, 10 days of “Dear Secretary” 
'(UA), mild $24,000. 
| Palace (RKO) 


(1,700; 40-$1)— 


65)—“Command Decision” _(M-G) | Next biggest money goes to the |«cactie on Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. 


(2d wk). Fine $11,000. First week 
was smash $15,000, over hopes. 

Dundee (Goldberg) (660; $2.40- 
$1.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (4th-final 
wk). Still surprisingly good at 
| $2,000 or near after $3,500 last 
| week, 


‘Smith’ Sturdy 
$70,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 1. 

Spotty weather that included 
rain and snow Sunday (27) is slow- 
ing down trade at big cinemas here. 
“Whispering Smith,” at the huge 
Fox, will reap the biggest share of 
coin with sturdy round. “John 
Loves Mary” is doing even better 
with big session at the Ambassa- 
dor. “Joan of Arc” shapes solid in 
second round at Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘John Loves Mary” (WB) and 
“Million Dollar Week End” (EL). 
Big $19,000. Last week, “Chicken 
Every Sunday” (20th) and ‘Miss 
Mink 1949” (20th), good $15,000. 
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Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—/ 
“Whispering Smith” (Par) and 
“Jinx Money” (Mono). Solid $20,- 


000. Last week, “He Walked by 


|—Criss Cross” (U). Medium | a ch.4 as . y 
| $12.000. Last week, “Chicken Night” (EL) and “Amazing Mr. X 
| : ” : (EL), $15,000. 

Every Sunday” (20th), trim $17,000. Loew’s (Loew (3,172: 50-75) 








‘Command’ Loud $21,000, 


with two extra shows, big $16,300. | 


wk). Staunch $14,000. Last week,| a. ? oe 
Cincy; ‘O'Flynn’ Fairish 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | 





“ A ” ‘ ? f 
as Be Bi $32,000. Last | $11,000, Island Good 8G 
week, $37,000. Cincinnati, March 1. 


Surf (Indie) (650; 85)—‘“‘Duléimer|  “Comand Decision” is smash | 
Street” (Indie) (2d wk). Holding here in this otherwise moderate 
well and should equal first week session. Of two other firstruns | 
take of $3,500. \“Fighting O'Flynn” is severar 


‘ |jumps ahead of “Unknown Island.” | 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- eldovers are fair to middling. Pic | 


98)—‘‘Chicken Every Sunday 


‘ ‘houses are getting plenty of oppo- 
ae S17 pen a Last | sition from 10-day annual Shrine | 


Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—|circus and opening week of Cincy | 


“Enchantment” (RKO). Nifty $26.- |Garden, 11,500-seat sports arena. 


000. Last week, “Red River” (WA) | Estimates for This Week 

(9th wk), $13,000. Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Paisan” “Fighting O'Flynn” (U). Moderate 

(indie) (7th wk). Keeping sock pace $11,000. P. a. of Douglas Fairbanks, | 


| “Sea Spoilers” 


| “Race Street” 


“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Oke $15,000 following sock 
$23,500 for first stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Fast $10,000 after wow $17,- 
000 in initial session. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
(SG) and “The 
Storm” (SG) (reissues). Mild $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘‘Who Done It” 


(Indie) and “It Ain’t Hay” (Indie) | 


(reissues), $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-60)— 
(RKO) and “Clay 
”’Pigeon” (RKO). Good $8,000. 
Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) and 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) (m.o.), $9,000. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). 
Fancy $6,000 following big $7,500 
third stanza. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500; 75-$1.20)— 


|'Roxy, with “Down To Sea in 
| Ships” plus Rudy Vallee, Morey 
| Amsterdam, Maurice Rocco head- 
ing stageshow. Hit $92,000 in first 
week, disappointing, especially in 
view of terrific opening day. 

Top straight-film newcomer is 
“Knock On Any Door” at Astor 


ber” did fairly good $24,500 open- 
ing week at Mayfair, but “No Minor 
Vices” looks only fair $7,500 at 
Rialto. 

“Fighting O'Flynn” likely will 
'land solid $29,000 in first week at 
Criterion, snowstorm hurting on 
third day of run. ‘‘Castle on Hud- 
son” and “Sgt. York,’ reissue 





combo, finished initial week with | 


stout $22,500. 


| Another repeater duo, “Johnny 
Belinda” ‘and “Sierra Madre,” is 
| doing only $27,000 at Strand, and 
stays only two days past the first 
| week. “South of St. Louis” and 
Desi Arnaz band are being rushed 
in next Sunday (6). Spotting of 
| these two hits, which were smash 
the first time played at Strand 
with stage show, were brought in 
}as Academy Award nominees. Ap- 
parently both had been milked well 
;not only by runs at this house but 
'also on extended playing time in 
| subsequent-run houses. 

Strongest second week is being 
turned in by ‘Whispering Smith” 
with Buddy Rich band, Mel Torme, 
Henny Youngman heading stage- 
show at Paramount. Wound up ini- 
‘tial holdover round at $60,000, 
| good. 
Capitol brings in “Three God- 
| fathers” with Sammy Kaye band 
|tomorrow (Thurs.). Globe opens 


with big $40,000. “Return of Octo- | 


York” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk). 
| First round ended last Sunday (27) 
night sturdy $22,500. Holds. “Back 
to Bataan” (RKO) and “Marine 
| Raiders” (RKO) (reissues) due in 
jnext with “Bad Boy” (Mono) pen- 
ciled in for March 23. 


—‘‘Whispering Smith” (Par) plus 
‘Buddy Rich orch, Mel Torme, 
Henny Youngman heading stage- 
show (3d-final wk). Initial holdover 
|stanza ended last (Tues.) night held 
fairly well at $60,000 after big 
$110,000 in first week of 9 days. 
“Nick Beal” (Par) with King Cole 
Trio, Larry Storch, Elliot Lawrence 
\orch opens Wednesday (9). 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40\—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (23d wk). In 
,22d week ended last (Tues.) night 
slipped back into recent stride at 
'$14,500 after big $16,000-for 21st 
week, helped by extra show on 
|Feb. 22. Continues. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Family 
Honeymoon” (U) with stageshow. 
First week ending today (Wed.) is 
reaching nice $132,000. Snowstorm 
cut in deeply Monday (28) night. 
‘Holds. Last week, “Letter To Three 
| Wives' (20th) (5th wk), did remark- 
| ably well at $134,000, over hopes, 
| getting terrific boost from holiday. 
| “Little Women”(M-G) due in next. 


| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99)—‘No 

Minor Vices” (M-G). First stanza 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) shapes 
| fairly okay at $7,500 oc near, and 
| won’t hold. In ahead, “‘Jacare” (FC) 
‘and “India Speaks” (FC) (reissues) 
| (2d wk), $7,800. “Bad Men of 
_—— (Mono) opens Friday 
| (4). 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) - 


| “Moonrise” next Saturday (5). Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
Estimates for This Week '—“Snake Pit” (20th) (i7th wk). 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) | Present frame ending today (Wed.) 
'—‘Knock on Any Door” (Col) (2d | has dropped back to recent gait at 
| wk). First ended last Monday (28),| around $18,500 after climbing to 
‘helped by Washington Birthday | $25,500 last week, a bit over ex- 
'teeoff, hit resounding $40,000. In| pectancy. Continues, with “Por- 
‘ahead, “Enchantment” (RKO) (8th | trait of Jennie” (SRO) set to open 
| wk-10-days), fine $21,000. | March 22. 

Bijou (City Inv. (589; $1.20; Roxy (20th) (5,886; 806-$1.80)— 
$2.40)—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (19th! “Down To Sea in Ships” (20th) 


RSP EER 


Brg tags 


at $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 





Jr., on opening day helped b.o. and “Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). Fine 
hypoed press and radio attention. $15,000 after wow $23,000 first ses- 


wk). Current round ending tomor- | 
‘row (Thurs.) back in regular stride | 
at $14,500; 18th week, taking in 
extra Feb. 22 show, was $16,500. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Caught” (M-G) with Charlie 
Spivak orch, Dave Apollon, Anne | 
‘Jeffreys heading stage bill (2d- 
final wk). Down to $49,000, mild- 
ish; first was okay $57,000, consid- 
erably over hopes with boost from 


with Rudy Vallee, Morey Amster- 
dam, Maurice Rocco, and Cecilia 
Colledge (heading iceshow) onstage 


| (2d wk). First week concluded last 


Monday (28) wound up at $92,000, 


Okay but way below hopes, failing 


to hold up near terrific opening 
day. Came near house opening day 
high Feb. 22 but late rain washed 
out hopes of new record. In ahead, 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) with Danny 


‘ me ha i Ht — Loves Mary” 
i a f Arc” ) 
Denver; ‘Smith’ Smash Joan o re 


19G, ‘Paisan’ Big 146 





Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) 





this week, parochial schools being! Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
excused for students to attend. “Hamlet” (U) (10th wk). Winding 
“Whispering Smith” is packing the | up profitable run at modest $2,500 
Denham to win holdover. “Paisan” | after plumpish $4,800 last week. 
looks sensational at Tabor. ‘“Sym- |‘“Red Shoes” opens Friday (4). __ 
Phonie Pastorale” also is fine at| Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 


; “Unknown island” Rl = Anal ° . ‘ 9 ° (Tues.) 
Denver, March 1. (000 in 6 days. Last week, “Return ki g l0th about $16.000 d 
“Joan of Arc” shapes best here of October” (Col), fancy $11,500. ! Fighting 146, Shoes Cor hg with Af SenGhd. over expacianer, 





the bandbox Vogue. 
Estimates for This Week 
«Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Fine 
$3,000. Last week, big $5,000. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
4)— “Enchantment” (RKO) (3d 
S300 $6,500. Last week, good 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
8, Whispering Smith” (Par). 
mash $19,000, and holding. Last 
week, “Accused” (Par) (2d wk), 
Only $5,000 in 4 days. 
enver (Fox) (2,525: 
on co Every Sunday” (20th) 
Highway 13” (SG), day-date 
(Continued on page 18) 


35-74) — | 


|—_“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) (2d wk). 
All right $7,000 trailing good $10,- 
bow. 
a (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) 
|—“‘John Loves Mary” (WB) (m.o.). 
'Fairish $5,000. Last week, “Canyon 
Passage” (U) oy “Frontier Gal 
) issues), ditto. 
ye (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G). Wow 
$21,000 and highest for this stand , 
in some time. Last week, “Chicken | 
Every Sunday” (20th), mild $10,000 
7S. 
Oo ekett (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) (m.o.) 
(2d wk). Satisfactory $5,000 follow- 
ling hefty $8,000 last week. 





s10n. 


‘holiday. “3 Godfathers” (M-G) plus | Kaye, Georgia Gibbs onstage (3d 
(wk), big $97,500. “Mother Was 





Cleveland, March 1. 
Moveovers are out-drawing the 
firstruns here this week. “Com- 
mand Decision” at the State faded 
in second round and stays only six 
days. “John Loves Mary” at Hipp 
and “Fighting O’Flynn” at Allen 


‘are both doing well. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (WB) (3,057; (55-70) — 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U). Fast $14.- 


(000, helped by personal appear- 


ance of Doug Fairbanks, Jr. Last 
week, “Unfaithfully Yours” (20th), 
good $9,500 in six days. 

Esquire (Community) 
$2.40\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (10th 
wk). Corking $8,000 following last 
week's $8,200. - 

Hipp (Warner) (3,465; 55-70)— 
“John Loves Mary” (WB). Fairly 


j brisk $20,000. Last week, “Flaxy 


Freshman” (20th), Cab Calloway 
and Phil Baker topping stage bill 


| | 
(4th wk). ¢ 9 ya Ys 7 lo 
pens March 11. 
Okay $9,000 after hefty $13,000 J hn S th yA\ O00 (] * OF St ( 's) (3.450: = 
‘third stanza. a 0 moo 9 9 eve.; faaieeat Decision” (MG) (rth. 


final wk). Sixth week ended last 


night was way down to 


for fifth. “Take Me Out To Ball 

Martin” (WB), dull $14,000 in 6 Game” (M-G) opens March 9. 
days. ne (WB) (2,756; — 
Ohio (Loew's) (1,244; 55-70)—“1 “Johnny Belinda” (WB) an 
Shot Jesse James” (SG) (2d wk). Sierra Madre” (WB). Two Acad- 
Still making norse at $5.000 after emy Award nominees playing re- 


i“Joan of Arc” (RKO) 


(700; 75-/ 


excellent $8,500 for last frame. 


Palace (RKO) (3,284; 76-$1.25)— 
(4th wk). 
Bright $14,500, on top of sturdy 
$19,500 for last week. 

Lower Mall (Community) (563: 
50-70'\—“‘Paisan” (Indie) (10th wk). 
Strong $3,400. Last week, $3,700. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $16,000 in 6 days after 
big $27,000 on initial week. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,770: 53-70). 


— “Countess Monte Cristo” (U). 
Looks weak $6,500. Last week. 
“Criss Cross” (U) (m.o.), nice $8,- 
000. 


turn date here too soon after origi- 
nal showings, and dragging low at 
| $27,000 or near. Holds only two 
‘extra days, with “South of St. 
Louis” (WB) and Desi Arnaz orch 
‘opening Sunday (6), instead of 
regular Friday opening day. Last 
} week, third of “John Loves Mary” 
| (WB) with Jack Carson Hollywood 
| Show, was $49,000. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
| $2.40)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (16th 
wk). Current session ending today 
(Wed.) looks to reach fine $18,000 
or over after pushing up to great 
$25,500 in 15th week, which was 
| over hopes. Stays on. 
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“BEST DIRECTION” 
“BEST SCREENPLAY” 
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“BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR” 
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“JOHNNY “BELINDA” 


with CHARLES BICKFORD 


AGNES MOOREHEAD 
STEPHEN McNALLY 
JEAN NEGULESCO 
JERRY WALD 


Sereon Pley by benaerd Vor Cube ond Altes Vmeoat 
From the Stage Ploy by Eimer Merrie + Produced 
by Harry Wegstell Gribete + Myen by Mex Siemes 


The Strand is ecm to gern its usual stage oe 
show in order to present this extraordinary {. 


double-hit screen program. * eT E 


eee eee mc eee cE 


TING SHOWMANSHIP 


THEY MEAN MORE THAN 








“BEST SCREENPLAY? 

“BEST DIRECTION” 

“BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR* 
(IT WON THE M. Y. FILM CRITICS AWARD TG6!) 


i eiaaitaedec eee 


pecs 


GRAND 


Cincinnati 


FAMILY 


eYehteh gies 


PALACE 


Faledo 





Sea 





a 


a 














| TREASURE OF SIERRA MADRE 
| wunerniney BOGART 
| WALTER HUSTON ‘Wait * ener 


youn HUSTON HENRY & BLANKE 
' Seren Poy by Jone Merton Based on the Novel by 8. Treven 
be 











“ EVER NOW-TOGETHER 





> 


Ba tend feed AS Ge tet GS fet oe 


a rn ha GA ee 








| 








Wednesday, March 2, 1949 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 18 





Hub Full of Holdovers: ‘Criss Cross’ 
Tasty $26,000; Pony’- This N.Y’ 116 


Boston, March 1. + ‘eompetition from first ro 


Duchin Tilts ‘Henry’ To 
Nice $19,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, March 1. 
Firstrun biz is only moderate 
here this week because of terrific 





iz is holding up nicely around ' 
an this stanza resulting in hold- | 
overs at most houses. Newcomer, | 
“Criss Cross” at _ Boston looks - 
solid. ‘My Own True Love at | 
Paramount and Fenway and “Red 
Pony” at Pilgrim are about aver-| 


7) Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 90-$1.50)— | 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Solid $16,000. Last week, 
$18,000. . 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Gun Smug- 
glers” (Indie). Tasty $26,000. Last 
week, “Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and 
“Arkansas Swing” (U) (2d wk) 
$13,000 in 5 days. - 

Esquire (ATC) (960; $1.25)—_ 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). Up- 
town house doing well with this, | 
geting a strong $12,000 after $14.,- | 
000 in first. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 44-85)— 
“Own True Love” (Par) and “Flaxy | 
Martin” (WB). About average 
$8,500. Last week, “Wake Red 
Witch” (Rep) and “Shep Comes 
Home” (SG) (2d wk) big $7,000. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; $2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (15th wk). 
Still amusing at $7,000. Last week, 
$7,500, 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; $1.25)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (2d 
wk). Nice $10,000 after surprising 
$14,000 for first. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Letter Three Wives’ (20th) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL). Hefty 
$34,000 to lead town. Last week. 
“So Near to Heart’ (RKO) and 
“Sword of Avenger” (EL) (2d wk), 
nice $15,000 in 5 days. 

.Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 44- 
85)\—‘‘Down to Sea in Ships” (20th) 
and “Miss Mink 1949” (20th) (2d 
wk). Okay $20,000 after solid 
$29,000 first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d| 
wk). Fine $21,000 after sturdy 
$29,500 in first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85 
—“Own True Love” (Par) and} 
“Flaxy Martin” (WB). About aver- | 
age $14,000. Last week, ‘‘Wake 
Red Witch” (Rep) and Shep Comes 
Home” (SG) (2d wk), big $15,000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 44-85)— 
“Red Pony” (Rep) and “This Is 
New York” (EL). Average $11,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Let’s Live a Little” 
(EL) and “Unknown Island” (FC), 
about same. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 44-85)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nice $12,000 after nifty 
$20,500 for first. 


Pit’ Powerful 
$16,000, L’ville 


Louisville, March 1. 
Downtown houses are being led 
this week by “Snake Pit” at the | 
Rialto. It is the only new film on! 
the main stem, and is catching the 
lion’s share of biz. Horace Heidt | 
show and broadcast at Jefferson | 
County Armory Sunday (27) hurt} 
pix trade. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Chicken. Every Sunday” 
(20th) and ‘‘Miss Mink 1949” (20th) 
(m.o.'. Nice $4,500. Last week, 
“Ali Baba” (FC) and “Phantom | 

Opera” (FC) (reissues), $3,000- 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
45-65)—"Set. York” (WB) (reissue). 
(2d wk), Oke $4,000. Last week, | 
fine $5,500 for limited current 
Seating. | 
_National (Standard) (2,400; 50- 
85\—“Killer At Large” (EL) and 
Hawaiian Paradise Revue on stage 
Split with “Smoky Mountain 
Melody” (Col) and Grand Ole Opry 
Cowboy Copus on _ stage. Fine | 
$9.000. Last week, “Ride, Ryder. | 
Ride” (EL) with Original Amateur | 
our Winners on_ stage, mild 


$5,000. 
(3,000; 45-65) — 














Rialto (FA) 
Snake Pit” (20th). Solid $16,000. | 
Last week, “Chicken Every Sun-| 
day” (20th) and “Miss Mink 1949” | 
(20th), brisk $14,000. 
Scoop (L’ville Theatres) (700; 45- | 
65) — “Louisiana Story” (Indie) 
Healthy $2,400. Last week, “Red | 
Shoes” (EL) (3d wk), neat $4,000 
at $1.20-$2.40 scale. 
ugbtate (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65) — | 
pun, Comes Up” (M-G) and “High 
ury (Col). Mild $12,000. Last 
week, “Command Decision” (M-G), 
Swell $24,000 in 10 days. 
«Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
wyelvet Touch” (RKO) (m.o.) and 
$5 on, Time” (RKO). Moderate | 
(Ri 00. Last week, “Far Frontier” | 
ep’ and “Angel on Amazon” | 
Rep), oke $5,500 





(Par) opening Thursday (3) to get 


und 
—_ “es -or ener tourna- 
« ment. ut y Duchin band is 
Key City Grosses boosting “Henry the Rainmaker” 
Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $3,203,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 249 


theatres, chiefty first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 








mand Decision” is way off in 
second week at Loew’s. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 60- 
| 90)\—‘‘Henry, Rainmaker’ (Mono) 
Last Year $2.930.000 with Eddy Duchin orch, Janis 
(Based on 22 cities "991 Paige, others, onstage. Nice $19.- 
a a a 000. Last week, “John Loves Mary” 
theatres). : A Sere : 
—_ ‘WB) and “Sophia” (EL), modest 
$11,000 at 44-65c. scale. 
Indiana (G-D) (3,300: 44-65)— 


‘Secretary Hep St . | 
ecretary hep stepper “Yellow. Sky” | (20th) and. “Miss 
In Mpls, $14,000; ‘Heart’ ey aaa. “Whispering Sanith” 


(Par) and “Old Fashioned Girl” 
Oke 12G, ‘Shoes’ Sock 7G", sock $17,000. 
S4 ; __Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
Minneapolis, March 1. ‘Whispering Smith” (Par) and 
There are only three major new-| “Old Fashioned Girl” (EL) (m.o.). 
comers this week — “Red Shoes, | Strong $5,000. Last week, “Hamlet” 
“My Dear Secretary and “So/}(U) (2d wk), only $6,000 for $14,000 
- Ahoy ‘indies senda. | ee in two weeks at $1.20-$2.40 
r e-aver 4 -| $Cale, 

“Shoes,” being roadshown at sure-| | oew’s (Loew's) (2.450: 44-65)— 
seater World, is socko. A surpris-|“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
ing wallop is being displayed by | wk), Mild $8,000 in 6 days on top 

reissue combo of “Night at Opera” | of stout $16,000 opener. — 
and “San Francisco” at the Lyric. Lyric (G-D) (1,600: 44-65)—“Un- 
dar Mais Cie canon — great | faithfully Yours” (20th) and “I 
weekend weather will help to bol- | $6000. Last week, “Every Girl 
ster biz. | Married” (RKO) and “Indian 

Estimates for This Week | Agent” (RKO) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— | 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.). — Still | 


formidable at $8,000. Last week, | : 6 ’ 
“Own True Love” (Par), light | Ka é Lifts lun 
$5,000. | 


Gopher (Par) (1,000: 40-50)—| 


“Adventures Gallant Bess” (EL) pf * 
and “Clancy Street Boys” Ay Giant 23G Phill 
(reissue). Light $2,800. Last week, 3 

“Loaded Pistols” (Col) and “Blon- | 
die’s Secret” (Col), $3,000. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 











Philadelphia, March 1. 
Danny Kaye on the stage at the 


“Night at Opera” (M-G) and “San/|Mastbaum is boosting “Sun Comes | 
| Francisco” (M-G) (reissues). This | Up” to terrific $73,000 or near. Re- | 


combination doing strong $7,000,|turn of stageshows to city’s largest 
sreat for this usual moveover| house gobbled up most of trade in 
house. Last week. “Belle Starr's |Sight, with other spots not faring so 
Daughter” (20th) and “Jungle Pa- | well. 
trol” (20th), moderate $5,000. The large crop of holdovers also 


Pix (Corwin) (300: 50-70)—‘Pai- |'S_Slowing the overall pace. But 


” . P -. \*Flaxy Martin” looks neat at the 
san” (Indie) (6th wk). Still profit- |. : ‘@iehases gr eer 
able at $2.200. Last week, $2,300, | Stanton and “Return of Octobe1 


is okay at the Aldine. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— | Estimates for This Week 


“Whispering Smith” (Par) (2d wk). | 
Proving one of season’s best bets 
here, with great 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- | Hair” (RKO). light $7,500. 
70\—"Dear to My Heart” (RKO).|,,Areadia (S&S) | (700; 


Raider” (RKO) and homer 
Bataan” (RKO) (reissues), fair | Tied” (RKO), $5,000. 
$7,500 in 6 days. 


<“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (3d wk) |$14,500. Last week, strike hurt and 


Mild| Cheated the Law” (20th). Fair| 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—‘Re- 
$14.000 after turn of October” (Col). Oke $11.- 
smash $20,000 initial canto. (000. Last week, “Boy With Green 


50-94)— | * Madre” 
Neat $12,000. Last week, “Marine “Gotta Stay Happy” (U). Dim $3, G8 "34 
(RY “Back to /200. Last week, “Every Girl Mar- 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“En- 


‘Smith’ No Whisper 


- Fancy $47,000; ‘Wives’ 566, ‘Bandit’ 


= Just Okay 436, 


to a nice figure at Circle and “Yel- | 
low Sky”’ is oke at Indiana. ‘‘Com-' 


Los Angeles, March 1. 

Nine new bills, including reissues 
/and repeaters, are helping to 
|brighten firstrun biz this week al- 
ithough only one shapes very big. 
“Whispering Smith,” in two Para- 
mount theatres, is setting the pace 
with faney $47,000. “Letter To 
Three Wives” is fairly good $56,000 
in four situations while combo of 
“Kissing Bandit’-“Act of Violence” 
shapes up to barely okay $43,000 
for three locations 

“Johnny Belinda’’-“Sierra Ma- 
dre,” combo brought back on 
strength of Academy nominations, 
will hit near $34,000 in three 
|houses. “So Dear To Heart” looks 
medium $34,000, two spots. ‘“Walk- 
ing Hills” is fair $32,000 also in 
two. 
| “Girl From Manhattan” is scrap- 


ing bottom with dim $13,000 in four | 


|sites. “Paisan” teed off big at 
upped scale in small-seater El Rey 
taking record $14,500 in first seven 
days plus preem. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (FWC) (743; $1-$1.80)— 
“Joan Arc” (RKO) (5th wk). Down 
to $3,000. Last week, steady $4,400. 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1) 
“Stagecoach” (Indie) and “Long 
Voyage Home” (Indie) (reissues). 


in Stronger L.A., 


‘Walking’ Slow 326 


, (10th wk). Good $2,500 or better. 
Last week, nifty $3,200. 

| Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; 
| 60-$1) — “Letter Three Wives” 
(20th) and “Henry, Rainmaker” 
|(Mono). Medium $20,000. Last 
| week, “Chicken Sunday” (20th) and 
“Miss Mink” (20th) (2d wk-4 days), 
thin $7,500. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
60-$1) — “‘Kissing Bandit” (M-G) 
,and “Act Violence” (M-G). Moder- 
ate $20,500. Last week, “3 God- 
fathers” (M-G) and “High Fury” 
(UA) (2d wk), very smart $20,000. 
| Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1) — 
'*Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 
|““Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono). Just 
|okay $8,500. Last week, “Chicken 
Sunday” (20th) and “Miss Mink” 
|(20th) (2d wk-4 days), $4,400. 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) £2,210; 
| 60-$1) — “Stagecoach” (Indie) and 
i“Long Voyage Home” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Okay $13,000. Last week, 
“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “My 
Affair” (20th) (reissues), good $15,- 
| 300. 

Palace (D’town) (1,191; $1-$1.80) 
|— “Joan Are” (RKO) (10th wk). 


__|Mildish $4,500. Last week, steady 


| $6,400. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1) — 


|\Good $4,000. Last week, “Johnny | “Dear to Heart” (RKO) and “Clay 


| Apollo” (20th) and “This My Af- 
| fair’ (20th) (reissues), $4,000. 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
| Prin-Cor) (834; 
'From Manhattan” (UA). Mild $2,- 
1500. Last week, “Siren Atlantis” 
(UA) and “Highway 13” (SG) (2d 
|wk-5 days), $2,200. 

| Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
| $1) — “Chicken Every Sunday” 
/(20th) and “Miss Mink 1949” (20th) 
(2d wk). Into split week Monday 
28) after small $4,000 first week. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
|60-$1) — “Letter Three Wives” 
\(20th) and “Henry, Rainmaker” 
i\(Mono). Handsome $16,500. Last 
|week, “Chicken Every 

(20th) and “Miss Mink 1949” (20th) 
(2d wk-4 days), $6,600. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
\“Stagecoach” (Indie) and “Long 
| Voyage Home” (Indie) (reissues). 
!Good $4,500. Last week, “Johnny 
Apollo” (20th) and “My Affair” 
(20th) (reissues), $4,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,757; 60-$1)— 
“Johnny Belinda’ (WB) and “Si- 
(WB). Back for repeat. 
| Okay $14,000. Last week, ‘John 
| Loves Mary” (WB) (2d wk-9 days), 
| $9,300. 


Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1.25) | Chantment” (RKO) (3d wk). Trim | Downlewn Matte ee Manhat. 
ta 


Winds up wow roadshow engage. 913.000 was good. 


aa = sibe at good ees 
after virile .000 last week. 

14,500. L veek, $16,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘‘Dear $ Sox (oth) 30, 
Secretary” (UA). : f 


Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d 
wk), big $13,000. only $17,000. 


“Wonderful Urge” (20th). 
first nabe showings. Okay $4,000. 000 initial stanza. 
Last week, “Every Girl Married” | 
(RKO), good $4,800. $1.80)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (10th) 

World (Mann) (350; $1.20-$2.40) wk). Good $8,000. Last week, about 


'— “Red Shoes” (EL). Crix and ‘same. 


customers heaping praise on this Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 
one. Two-a-day showings except —‘Command Decision” (M-G) (3d 


on Saturday and Sundays when | wk). Down to $12,000. Last week, | 


there are two matinees. Reserved- |hefty $17,000. 

seat policy landing smash $7,000.; Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 90-$1.30) 

Last week, “Unfaithfully Yours” |—‘Sun Comes Up” (M-G). Danny 

Pye (2d wk), okay with $2,500 in| Kaye on stage and upped scale 
ays. 





close. Last week, ‘Man from Colo- 
jrado” (Col) (3d wk), $12,000. 
(WB) (450; 35-80)— 


WALKED’ FAST 186, |_,rrncem,. Gr), 
| P ITT; ‘CHICKEN’ 133 ($3,000. Last week, about same. 


| Stanley (WB) (2,950; —- o™ 
: sin i*Wonderful Urge” (20th).- Dim 
Only two eaboreh, March 1. |$19,000. Last week, “Criss Cross” 


Golden Triangle, “He Walked By |e wes one $14,008. . 7 
Night” at Stanley and “Chicken up)?" Martin” (WB), Neat $10,000 
Every Sunday” at Harris, and they |" “yt . om fe Fe So yo 
are getting the best of it although “Ce ma ’ Hed or (wh) (reis- 
second stanza of ee aor Prins: $8500 udson 

sion” is doing well at Penn. “Joan md ising, da J 
of Arc” still falling off at the War- Dy yet P pe » ae ; we 
ner and will call it a run at end of 52.40) — “Re an sony tid 
this week. its fourth. wk. Picked up ig By e to soli 

Estimates for This Week $9,500. Last week, $8,000. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Criss Cross” (U) (2d wk). Dipping 
sharply to $5,000, just about half 
the $11,000 done last week, fine. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)—_| 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th). 
Okay $13,500. Last week, “Fight- 
ing O'Flynn” (U), disappointing 

10,000. 
. Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—"“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Hoiding up well at $15,000 in 
6 days, with “Whispering Smith 














Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. a 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 


(Continued on page 18) | tax, 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“Act “4 
of Violence” (M-G) (2d wk). Light | 39. 13” (SG) (2d wk-5 days), $6,- 


50-99)— | ; 
\ Well - liked “Chicken Every Sundav” (20th). | “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and “Act 6 days, fair $12,500. 
comedy may hit robust $14,000. ' Tepid $12,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
| Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50- 
Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 99\—‘‘Whispering Smith” (Par) (2d 
One of wk). Fancy $14,000 after neat $18,- 


Karlton (Goldman) (1.000; 90- 


helping this to huge $73,000 or 


'tan” (UA). Scant $5,500. Last 
week, “Atlantis” (UA) and “High- 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 


| Violence” (M-G). Oke $11,500. Last 
| week, “3 Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“High Fury” (UA) (2d wk), pleas- 
ant $8,200. | 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 85-$1.25)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). Into sec- 
ond week today (Tues.) after rec- 
ord $14,500 initial frame including 
preem. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“Farrebique” (Indie) and “An- 
toine and Antoinette” (Indie). Neat 
$3,000. Last week, “Dulcimer 
| Street” (U) and “Snowbound” (U) 
(3d wk), nice $2,300. 
| Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (9th wk). 
'Fine $10,000. Last week, smash 
| $11,700 for best 7 days of run. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (18th wk). 
Good $7,500. Last week, socko $8,- 
| 500, best since 10th frame of run. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)— 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song 


of India” (Col). Fair $4,000. Last | 


week, “Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and 
'“The Judge” (FC) (9 days), $3,500. 

Hawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106; 
55-$1)—“Girl From Manhattan” 
(UA). Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Siren Atlantis” (UA) and “High- 
way 13” (SG) (2d wk-5 days), $2,- 
600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Si- 
erra Madre” (WB). Medium $10,- 
000. Last week, “John Loves 
Mary” (WB) (2d wk-9 days), $9,200. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
| (512: 55-85)—“Girl From Manhat- 
| tan” (UA). Less than $2,500, mild. 
, Last week, “Atlantis’’ (UA) and 


“Highway 13” (SG) (2d wk-5 days), | 


| $2,600. 
Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Walk- 


ing Hills” (Col) and “Song India” | 


'(Col). Slow $4,000. Last week, 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U)~ and 
| “Judge” (FC) (9 days), light $4,400. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20)— 
“Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) 


Sunday” | 


Pigeon” (RKO). Medium $17,500. 
Last week, “Every Girl Married” 
(RKO) and “Rusty Saves Life” 


65-$1) — “Girl| (Col) (3d wk), $12,400. 


| Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) 
— ‘Whispering Smith” (Par) and 
“Dynamite” (Par). Fat $30,000. 

|Last week, “Wake Red Witch” 

(Continued on page 18) 

| 


Ships Sails To 
Trim 256, Frisco 


San Francisco, March 1. 

Good holiday biz over Feb. 22 is 
swelling trade here this session. 
“Down To Sea in Ships” shapes 
|fairly strong at the Fox while 
|‘‘Siren of Atlantis” looks fine at 
jthe United Artists. Top holdover 
jis “Whispering Smith” with sock 
|second round at the St. Francis. 
| «Estimates for This Week 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 76- 
| $1.40\—“‘Joan of Are” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Okay $12,500. Last week, nice 
| $14,500. 
_ Fox (F WC) (4,651; 60-95\—“Down 
'To Sea In Ships” (20th) and 
|““Henry Rainmaker” (Rep). Fairly 
| Strong $25,000 or less. Last week, 
| “Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 
| “Strike It Rich” (Mono) (2d wk), 








| 
| 


Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— 
\“Command Decision” (M-G) and 
| ‘Alaska Patrol” (FC) (2d wk). 
|Down to $15,500 after sock $28,- 
000 last week. 


| Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“John Loves Mary” (WB) and 
|“*Alias The Judge” (FC) (2d wk). 
‘Fancy $17,000. Last week, big 
$23,000. 


_ St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85) 
| — “Whispering Smith” (Par) (2d 
wk). Socko at $19,000. Last week, 
| tremendous $25,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
|85) — “Walking Hills” (Col) and 
,“Rusty Saves Life’ (Col). Nice 
| $12,000. Last week, “Criss Cross” 
(U) and “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col), 
Okay $13,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
| 55-85) — “Siren of Atlantis’ (UA). 
|Fine $8,500. Last week, “Dear 
| Secretary” (UA) (2d wki, $5,400. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
| $1.20-$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (16th 
'wk).. Down to $8,500, still great, 
after $9,500 last week. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—Criss Cross” (U' and “Blondie’s 
Big Deal’ (Col) (m.o.'. Okay $5,- 
000 or better. Last week, “Act Of 
Murder” (U) and “Law Barbary 
| Coast” (Col), $3,500. 
| Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
| “Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) 10th 
iwk). Fine $2,500 after $2,800 last 
| week. 
| United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 
60-85) — “Letter Three Wives’ 
(20th) and “Strike It Rich” (Mono) 
(m.o.). Big $6,000 or better. Last 
week, “Red Pony” (Rep) and 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (m.o.) 
6 days, $2,200. c . 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85) — “Se 
Ends Our Night” (FC) and “Moon 
and Sixpence” (FC: (reissues). 
Sturdy $7,500. Last week, “Flying 
Tigers” (Rep) and “Fighting Sea- 
bees” (Rep! (reissues), $7,500. 
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2 + wanna N.Y. BYWAY. 


Stanton, Philadelphia; Orpheum, EI. CRITERION 


| Rey, Vogue, Belmont and Culver, | EXTENDED 





' Les Angeles (2 weeks); moveover, | RUN TOPS! 
) Palace (2 weeks). , 

3 WEEKS 

| Pilgrim, Boston; Imperial & Crest, 

Long Beach, Cal.; moveover, Long 

| Beach Theatre. 


RS 


z 


2 WEEKS 


Esquire, Oakland; State Lake, Chi- { 
cago; Downtown, Glendale; State& ™ | 
Scarboro, Toronto; Paramount, San _ 
Francisco; (moveover to State): Roxy, _ (ae ee af . 
Kansas City; Centre, Oklahoma City 7 ™ : gh ae 


(moveover 2nd week to State). BROUGHT THRILLINGLY TO "LFE BY THE MAKERS OF "CANON CITY” 


| | a } . 
| Le TOPPING ‘CANON cry | | eae ee 
Fe .. at ‘California ‘and: owa, San 2 : : 
. O - | r 
R San Phe oth) Ngee agicates 
: NE beers atic Be : 
- é 
1s) A 


Pe Diego; Warner, ‘Memphis; Hippo- : 
Starring 


drome, Baltimore; Joy, New Shee . 
RICHARD BASEHART: SCOTT “CANON CITY” BRADY 


E Polece, Mi Milwaukee. : 
with Roy Roberts: Whit Bissell -James Cardwell-Jack Webb: Produced by Robert T. Kane 
Directed by Alfred Werker - Screenplay by John C. Higgins and Crane Wilbur 
Additional dialogue by Harry Essex + Original story by Crane Wilbur 


A Bryan Foy Production » An EAGLE LION FILMS Presentation 
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Jap Pix Producers, 


Exhibs Unite To 


Fight Stifling 150%, Admish Tax 


Tokyo, Feb. 22. + 





Japan Motion Picture Assn. and 
Theatre Owners’ Assn. have 
jaunched a joimt publicity and lob- 
bying campaign aimed at reducing 
the present 150% admission tax 
which they claim is stifling show 
biz in Japar Producers and ex- 
hibs have set forth their case in a 
booklet, published in both Japa- 
nese and English, which they are 
distributing to Nipponese govern- 
ment and occupation headquarters 
officials. 

Booklet points out that Japan’s 
150% tax is highest in the world, 
with Denmark’s 60° being closest 
figure. Even occupied Germany has 
only a 40% top. It concedes the 
Nipponese tax has produced a 
healthy revenue amounting to 300,- 
000,000 yen in 1945, 6,000,000,000 
yen in 1947, and nearly 10,000,000,- 
000 (about $3,000,000) in 1948. 

Result, however, is that entire 


ing out the red, the pamphlet de- 
clares. Studios have slashed pro- 
duction costs, resulting in an in- 
ferior product. Theatre operators 
have cut maintenance outlays, with 
the result that houses are run 
down and customer service is poor. 
Firstrate houses have been obliged 
to stage “sex shows” to keep their 
doors open. 

Booklet also decries the govern- 
ment-controlled ceiling prices on 
the nation’s boxoffice, a twin evil | 
of the admission tax which is also| 
contributing to theatrical bank- | 
ruptcy. Biggest sufferers under | 
this system are second run and 
nabe houses, and firstrun theatres 
in smaller cities, which constitute 
90° of the film houses in Japan. 

The two associations offer this 
solution: abolish price controls and 
lower the admission tax to 75°. 





Aussies Pay $6 Yearly For | 
Pix; Need Showmanship 
To Raise Ratio—Rydge 


- Sydney, Feb. 16. 

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
the Greater Union cinema loop, 
told a meeting of Aussie film execs 
this week that there must be no 
deteatest attitude within the _ in- 
dustry. If everyone pulled their 
weight in 1949, he said, the indus- 
try would show a big boxoffice 
advance over last year’s tough 
span. He added that there was a 
wonderful future ahead for all 
those who believed in showman- | 
ship—as he did. 

The Aussie pic biz experienced, | 
from last July to December, its 
toughest times since the difficult 
days of 1930-35. “With an effort,” 
said Rydge, “we can keep the pub- 
lic interested in the boxoffice, ' 
especially as we have been prom- 
ised top fare from U.S. and British 
producers.” 

Rydge then made these points. 
Approximately 3,000,000 
attend Aussie cinemas each week, 
plus 750,000 juves, a_ total of 
3.750.000 admissions — half the 
Aussie population. These pay an 
average admission rate of 25c per 
person for three hours’ entertain- 
ment. Only one of every 20 people 
pays more than 45c per seat for 
cinema fare. 

About $56,000,000 comes annu- 
ally into the boxoffices, out of 
which comes all rents, rates, 
wages, salaries, film hire, deprecia- 
tion, furnishings, plant equipment 
lighting, supplies, repairs and 
maintenance, etc. What is left is 
the margin for profit on capital 
investment. 

“We supply the comfort of our 
cinemas and the great productions 
of the U. S. and Britain costing in 
the aggregate about $312,000,000 
to produce at a cost to the local 
payee of about $6 per annum. In 
other words, the average Aussie 
Pays no more than $6 yearly for 
his fiilm fare,” Rydge added. 





Levine’s European Quest 

Martin Levine, partner jn Distin- 
Suished Films, foreign film distri- 
bution outfit, heads for Europe 
April 25 for a month of scouting 
new product. He is also head of 
the Brandt theatres’ operations on 
42d street, N. Y., and is partnered 
in Distinguished with Harry Brandt 
and Oliver Unger. 

Harry Zeitels, formerly  sales- 
Manager for Mayer & Burstyn, has 
Joined Distinguished as sales chief. 


adults , 


| Wednesday 


New Distrib Group Takes 


| Over Seven Italo Pix 

Seven Italian pictures formerly 
distributed in the U. S. by Film 
Rights International Corp. have 
been acquired by a syndicate 
headed by Salvatore Casolaro and 
Salvatore Billitteri, both of whom 
are associated with the Grandi 
Film Distributing Corp. 

Films include “Marco Visconti,” 
“Rossini,” “Elixir D'Amore,” “Due 
Lettere Anonime,” “Gelosie,” “A 
Yank in Rome” and “The Sin of 
Papa Martin.” Casolaro and Bil- 
litteri at one time were identitied 
with operation of the Cinema 
Dante and Cinema Verdi, N. Y. art 
houses. 





MPEA Execs Probe 


industry is having hard time keep- | 


German Coin Ease 


Paris, March 1. 
Difficulties facing the U. S. film 
industry in the German and Italian 


Collier Woos Robinson | 


London, March 1. 

Buster Collier is sailing on the 
Queen Elizabeth tomorrow (Wed.). 
to negotiate a deal with Edward 
G. Robinson to star in “Snow 
Wine.” Plans call for the film to 
be made in Italy next August. 

Treatment has already been 
okayed by Robinson, and Collier, 
meanwhile, is lining up a director. 
Negotiations are also proceeding 
in an effort to determine whether 
the picture will qualify under the 
British quota. 


Talk Stage Wordy 
In Brit. Pix Crisis 


London, March 1. 

Net result of the crisis talks, ini- 
tiated by Harold Wilson, Board of 
Trade prexy, and attended by Brit- 
ish motion picture toppers, includ- 
ing J. Arthur Rank, Sir Alexander 
Korda and Anthony Havelock-Al- 
lan, as well as labor chiefs, is that 
there is to be a speeding up of 
crisis talks! Only practical outcome 
of the last session Wednesday (23) 
is fact that Wilson is to convene 
monthly meetings of the National | 





Fle: Production Council to exam- | 
|ine the present critical situation. | 


At the outset, Wilson frankly 
told the industry leaders not to ex- | 


ABP Sets $8,000,000 Program to Buc 


U.S. Pix in Bid for’ Worldwide Markets 





French Deny Any Curbs 
On US. Pix Financing 


Paris, March 1. 

French government officials em- 
phatically deny rumors that the 
cinema administration intends to 
curtail American financing in co- 
productions with French _film- 
makers with frozen funds from the 
current one-half ceiling to one- 
third. 

According to a government 
spokesman, steps are being taken 
to ease restrictions on co-produc- 
tions by eventually permitting 
Americans to invest more than one- 
half. Cited as a special instance 
is fact that 20th-Fox is putting up 
three-quarters of the coin for an 
upcoming Paul Graetz production. 


Brit. 2d Yr. Quota 
Sets Tug-of-War 


London, March 1. 
A tug-of-war is developing on the 





markets are currently being probed | pect miracles from the government | Second year quota under the 1948 


by top representatives of the major | and indicated that official action | Films Act, which is to be decided | 
Seeking to|is reaching its limit. The $20,000,-| at 4 meeting of the Cinematograph 
work out a deal for a possible} 000 Films Bank was cited as a Films Council, 


American companies. 


representative of 


transfer of frozen remittances in| practical example of government, Production, exhibition and labor 


Germany, the Motion Picture Ex- 


interest, and the current investiga- 


interests, at the Board of Trade 


port Assn’s veepee-general mana- tions into production costs and ex- March 15. 
ger Irving Maas is studying the sit- | hibition and distribution may pave 


uation in Switzerland. 
Any 
blocked German earnings through 


| 
| 


the way subsequently for further 


likelihood of a release of | state intervention. 


But Wilson strongly resisted sug- | 


Producers have already indicated 
they are intending to urge reten- 
tion of the status quo at 45%. On 
the other side, exhibitors are seek- 


the Allied Military Government | gestions from labor's side to take | ing a cut to 25%, while the labor 
appears rather remote at present. | over at least two of the 18 shut- | interests, faced with rising unem- 
Meanwhile, operations in Germany | tered studios and make them avail-| Ployment among their members, 


are also drawing Universal Pic- 
tures’ scrutiny and its continental 


able to independents. 
Board of Trade prez made it 


European manager Harry Novak is | clear that he was pinning consid- , I 
preparing a survey there for U erable faith on the Film Finance | Ules make a higher quota an un- 


board chairman J. Cheever Cow- | Corp. 


din. 


and was hoping that this 
would lead not only to the produc- 


Preliminary report on Germany | tion of six or seven additional pix 


probably will be presented to U/|in the next few months, 
attor ey | in bringing about confidence in 


to | financial circles. 


toppers by company 
Adolph Shimmel! who is slate 


leave London for the U. S. tomor- | 


row (Wed.) On the Italian front, 


but also 


Industry spokesmen told Wilson 
and his advisers that there was no 


will urge that the quota be hiked 
to a minimum of 60%. 
Recent cuts in production sched- 


likely solution to present-day prob- 
| lems and exhibitor members of the 
Films Council are hopeful there'll 
be a realization that a substantial 
quota isn’t a necessary solution to 
a stable British film industry. 
Pertinent comments on the pres- 
ent 45% are made by the Cinema- 


Gerald Mayer, continental Euro- | ™ore money to come directly from tograph Exhibitors Assn. in their 
pean manager for the Motion Pic-|the industry for film production memorandum to the Lord Portal 
ture Assn. of America, is huddling | and all available capital was al- Committee inquiring into exhibi- 


with authorities there in an effort 


ready tied up in celluloid. They 


tion and distribution. Commenting 


to counteract a tightening attitude | emphasized that boxoffice earnings that the abandonment of distribs 


toward U. S. film imports. 


MEX RENT-FREE HOUSE 
ACTOR-MGR. BONANZA 


Mexico City, March 1. 

There’s a brand new theatre in 
Mexico that’s the trouper’s delight. 
Ditto road show impresarios. 

It’s the Presidente Miguel Ale- 
man theatre, named for the presi- 
dent, just opened by the municipal 
government of Tepic, capital of the 
tiny west coast staie of Nayarit. 
So that top road shows, 
hairers and other’ high-bracket 
entertainers will play Tepic, the 
government lets them all use the 
theatre gratis. 











London's 3 Legit Preems 
Draw Mixed Reception 


London, March 1. 

Trio of legit openings drew a 
mixed reception from first-nighters 
last week. “Sweethearts and 
Wives.” a trivial naval comedy by 
Conidr. Gilbert Hackford-Jones and 
his wife. bowed at the Wyndham’s 
theatre Tuesday (22). Starring 
Patricia Burke and Jessie Matthews. 
the play was cordially received at 
the preem, but press reaction was 
unpromising. 

“The Foolish Gentlewoman,.” a 
delightful domestic comedy by nov- 
elist Margery Sharp, was unveiled 
(23) at the Dutchess 
eand won a favorable audience re- 
action. Sybil Thorndike and Lewis 
Casson share the lead with Mary 
Merrall in a story of an exagger- 
ated sense of honor. Stars’ popu- 
larity coupled with the author's 
fame will assist the entry toward a 
profitable run. 

Revived for a_ six-week stay. 
“Lilac Time” will have little dif- 
ficulty in remaining for the full 
period at His Majesty's. Musical, 
which is known to American 


theatregoers as “Blossom Time,” 
opened Thursday (24). 


were inadequate to insure a con- 
tinual flow of new capital into pro- 
duction. 

Union leaders, who received tele- 


quota has proved to be a big mis- 
| take, the CEA suggests that the 
substitution of the too high quota 
of 45°% has been another big mis- 


| grams from workers in three stu- take. 


dios. were frankly pessimistic after 
the meeting as to the future pros- 


Exhibs have suggested to the 


' Portal Inquiry that to present to 


| pects, and the general consensus British producers a quota too high 
‘of opinion was that more dismissals for jt to fulfill is an invitation to 


ace long- | 


are inevitable. 





Mex Lifts Reels Block 
Mexico City, March 1. 
U. S. and other foreign newsreels 
are now entering Mexico with full 
official facilities after a halt that 


‘blocked their import, due to the 


straightering out of the new pic 
supervision law. 
Reels are exempt from the 


clause of this law that demands a 


| permit-per-pic 


' 


to bring in any 
pictures. All that’s now necessary 
is the former one permit to bring 
in 52 newsreels during a year. 


~ Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, March 1. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (91). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (97). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (43). 
“Breach Marriage,’’ York's (5). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (25). 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (47). 
“Carissima,” Palace (51). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (79). 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (26) 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (92). 
“Happiest Days.” Apollo (49). 
“Harvey,” Wales (9). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (5). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (11). 
“Human Torch,” Savoy (3) 
“Kid from Strat.,”” Wint. (22). 
“Lilac Time,” Maj. (2). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (47). 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (14'. 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (96). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (13). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe ‘5 
“Perfect Woman,” Play. (25). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (12). 
“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (15). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (99). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (16) 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (97). 











introduce the conveyor-belt meth- 
od of production. They complained 
,of too many films of mediocre na- 
;ture “without the necessary 
at regular intervals of a first-class 
film to maintain the public inter- 
est.” 

Says the CEA memorandum: -— 
“4 45° quota was introduced to 
restore confidence in British pro- 
duction. How lamentably it has 
failed to do so.” 


20th Wins Distrib Rights 
In French Block Ease 


Paris, March 1. 

Rigid government regulations 
which prescribe the percentage of 
frozen frances that American film 
/companies may use to finance pro- 
‘duction here, have been relaxed 
‘for Paul Graetz’s next picture. The 
‘maker of “Diable Au Corps,” who 
recently entered into a joint pro- 
duction arrangement with 20th- 
Fox, has been granted permission 
to have more than 50° blocked 
money in his budget. 

Governmental approval means 
that 20th can now finance the deal 
which is in the name of Trancon- 
tinental Film, Graetz’s local firm. 
In addition he has been permitted 
to have the upcoming pic released 
here by an American firm, thus 
enabling 20th to handle distribu- 
tion throughout France. 

While Graetz had originally 
planned to film the life of painter 





Vincent Van Gogh. that project 
has been shelved in favor of an 
untitled romantic yarn. Pierre 


Bosc and Jean Aurenche have been 
inked to do the script. and Jean 
Delannoy will direct. Venture will 
be shot at the Boulogne Studios. 


fillip | 


+ London, March 1. 


New situation for British produc- 
tion, which has to compete through- 
out the world with a plentiful 
supply of first-class American 
films, was underlined by Robert 
Clark, executive director of prod- 
uction for Associated British-Pathe, 
Ltd.. in announcing a new $8.000,- 
000 »yrogram for 1949. 

Of the 10 subjects listed for 
filming at the companys studios at 
Elstree and Welwyn this year, at 
least four are skedded for Ameri- 
can release. Minimum of two will 
be handled throughout the states 
by Warner Bros., one will get dis- 
tribution through Monogram, and 
a fourth will go through another 
Yank distrib. 

Outlining the new _ program, 
Clark expressed the view that 
|competition from Yank . product 
;couldn’t be met by slashing costs 
'to an arbitrary fixed figure of $400.- 
/000 per picture, and the subjects 
l|intended for world release would 
ibe budgeted at around $1,000,000. 

Although not included in the 
current program, ABPC is finaliz- 
ing negotiations with Gabriel 
Pascal for the filming of Shaw's 
“Devil's Disciple,” for which the 
‘producer is dickering with Mont- 
gomery Clift, and for which he’ll 
exercise his option on Deborah 
Kerr. This pic will also be made 
on a $1,000,000 budget. 

Included in the lineup is “Man 
Running,” which Hitcheock will 
direct at Elstree in June and 
“Hasty Heart,” the Ronald Reagan- 
Patricia Neal starrer, now nearing 
completion. 

According to Clark, unless con- 
ditons “grow even worse,” the 
company is proposing to spend 
another $8,000,000 on production 
in 1950. 





Distrib Plans This Year 

Modernization of the Elstree 
studio, according to ABP’s overseas 
sales manager Macgregor Scoit, 
who returned to Britain last week, 
is helping to make possible distri- 
bution of 12 pictures this year. 
Some 14 are contemplated next 
vear, and the company has an ulti- 
mate goal of 24 annually. As a 
supplement to Elstree, he noted, is 
ABP’s smaller Welwyn studio. 

Chief purpose of the ABP top- 
per’s U. S. trip was to hold sales 
talks with Monogram execs on “My 
Brother Jonathan” and “Tempta- 
tion Harbor,” which Mono is dis- 
tributing in the American market, 
as well as to work out a release 
deal on “Silent Dust” and ‘‘Noose.” 
He brought along prints of the 
laiter films. 


English Exhibs Taking 
Swipes At Brit., U. §. Pix 
As ‘Inferior,’ ‘Rubbish’ 


London, Feb. 22. 

Hike in the quota act last year 
was followed by stch a quantity of 
inferior British product that the 
net value of theatre property, in- 
cluding that of the circuits, has 
deteriorated by one-third. So said 
Theo H. Fligelstone, newly elected 
vice-chairman of the London 
Branch of the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn., recently at the or- 
ganization’s annual meeting. 

Two years ago. Fligelstone 
added, exhibitors had declared 
there was no need of a quota act 
as they were only too pleased to 
show British pictures which were 
drawing a large public. In con- 
trast, he said, exhibftor contribu- 
tion to loyalty at the present time 
was playing to empty houses with 
British pix. 

Named chairman of the CEA’s 
London branch, Sir Sidney Clift 
touched on the growth of tele- 
vision and also reported on his ob- 
servations of the American market 
which he made on a recent trip to 
the U. S. On the basis of what he 
saw, Sir Sidney declared. British 
programs are superior. “The rub- 
bish I saw in America made me 
think the Americans would accept 
anything.” 








AUSSIE ‘GOLDEN BOY’ BURNS 
Brisbane. Feb. 15. 
Tommy Burns, Aussie welter- 
weight champ, will play the lead 
role in “Golden Boy” for the Thea- 
tre Guild, Brisbane. 
Burns also plays an important 
role in Charles Chauvel’s pic, 
“Sons of Matthew.” 
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the issue of each will be for half 
the present total outstanding com- 
mon, so that each stockholder will 
be credited with 50% of his cur- 
rent holdings in each of the two 
companies. Under decree-imposed 
restrictions against a stockholder 
owning interests in both companies, 
the theatre company shares will 
be held by the Bank of New York 
and Fifth Avenue Bank (which are 
now one merged organization) as 
trustee. 

Because of the peculiar terms of 
the decree, the Fifth Avenue Bank 
will be the controlling stockholder 
of the new theatre outfit for a pe- 
riod which can run five years. So 
long as it holds stock of the circuit 
in its name it has the duty of ex- 
ercising full voting rights “having 
due regard for the interests of the 
holders of the certificates of inter- 
est.” These certificates are held 
until the stockholder either dis- 
poses of his holdings in the theatre 
company or the production-distrib 
outfit. 

Restraints 

Decree lays a restraining hand 
on the management of each of the 
infant companies. A majority of 
the theatre outfit’s board must have 
no prior connection with the par- 
ent org. or the new production- 
distrib company as either directors, 
officers, agents or employees. 
Names of candidates for the cir- 
cuit’s board must be submitted to 


Par Divests 774 Theatres 


Continued from page 4 


ants based on their acts as pro- 
ducers are dismissed, 

Under the terms of the decree, 
the peculiar restrictions on the 
theatre company’s stock and the 
trustee’s duties are described as 
follows: The trustee will issue cer- 
tificates of interest, prorated, to 
the stockholders. It will hold the 
actual stock. So long as the trustee 
'has the stock, it will collect all 
'eash dividends declared by the 
theatre company. 
| As soon as practicable after re- 
ceiving the divvies, trustee will 
| pay 50° of it to permit stock- 
holders to apply the amount 
| toward payment of income taxes. 
But if, after two years, less than 
51% of the stock has been re- 
leased by the trustee as freed from 
the restrictions because of sale, 
the trustee will not pay out any 
{further dividends. 
| When an affidavit of transfer is | 
filled and approved, trustee will 
| issue stock certificates. When the 
| trustee’s holdings have diminished 
to less than one-third original 
total, court may terminate the 
trust on application of the theatre 
|company. Bench must first deter- 
mine that there is no working con- 
‘trol of influence over the studio 
by persons affiliated with the cir- 
cuit. 

The trustee will after four years, | 
on request of the D of J, or not 
later than five years in any event, 








N.Y. Par Bldg. Sale 


While uncertain economic 
conditions in the real estate 
biz have hampered Paramount 
so far in its attempt to sell 
the Paramount homeoffice 
building and flagship theatre, 
in New York, company’s de- 
cree specifically protects the 
possibility of sale which would 
bring in $12,000,000 or so in 
cash. At the option of the 
parent company, the Times 
Sq. building and theatre can 
go to the production-distribu- 
tion unit instead of the theatre 
company. 

Par has been negotiating with 
the Prudential Insurance Co. 
for many months but the deal 
has been hanging fire on Pru- 
dential’s request for a guaran- 
tee that the property will turn 
in an assured interest on capi- 
tal. If a third party can be 
brought in to manage the 
building and extend the guar- 
antee, deal will probably go 
through. 

Meanwhile, decree provides 
that if Par exercises its op- 
tion to hand the Paramount 
theatre and building to the 
studio, latter cannot operate 
the showcase. It must lease the 
deluxer to the new theatre 
company or a_ non-defendant 
third party. Lease eannot in- 
clude profit-sharing provisions. 

Within five years, studio 
must sell the property. 


Wednesday, March 2, 1949 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Newest exploitation tieup available to film companies is the Boxtop 
Book Club, with a potential of 5,000,000 members. Club issues three 
titles annually and plans to use at least one picture title in each group 
of three. 

Formed quietly a year ago in a deal between Bantam Books and 
General Foods, Boxtop Book Club currently is readying its third re- 
lease, “Family Honeymoon,” by Homer Croy. Special front-cover illus- 
tration and creditline plug the U-I pic of that title, which goes into 
general release shortly. Club teed off with Columbia’s “Sign of the 
Ram,” but henceforth \will concentrate on only one film in any 12- 
month period. } 

Ian Ballantine, Bantam prexy, reported that the tigup includes win- 
dow posters in groceries throughout the country and national advertis- 
ing listing the current title and the premium offer. Deal was under- 
taken after research indicated that juvenile premiums offered in the 
past had conditioned a segment of the public to believe the product 
(40% Bran Flakes) was purely for moppets. Tieups are made with 
‘care, Ballantine declared, and book production is plotted to break about 
the time of film release. Cover also is reproduced on posters sent out 
by General Foods, for which firm allots a budget of $35,000. 











To push local exploitation on J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet,” Universal, 
its U. S. distrib, has hired a staff of 15 special fieldmen who open the 
film in each spot and then travel onto the next locale on the “Hamlet” 

| schedule. Field force is working under supervision of Jeff Livingston, 
h.o. publicist. 

| “Hamlet,” incidentally, has already passed the $1,200,000 marker on 
‘film rentals to U. Figured to do between $3,000,000-$4,000,000 in the 
U. S. on a longterm basis, pic will undoubtedly be the biggest British 
grosser in the history of the industry. Indicating film’s strength, it has 
| averaged $10,000 weekly profit (over and above a $5,000 per-week house 
overhead) at the Park Avenue theatre, N. Y. 

Average weekly rental has now hit $65,000. Park Avenue theatre is 
| expected to turn in a $500,000 profit alone. In Los Angeles, playing at 
‘the Four Star theatre, over $100,000 has already been netted. “Henry, 
_V,” another British filmization of Shakespeare, did $73,000 in L.A. at 
| the Laurel. 














| Inking by Howard Hughes last week of Lewis Milestone to meg a 
| picture for RKO may, paradoxically, extend the life of the now mori- 
| bund Enterprise unit. Principal item that has been keeping the David 


B&K’s Break 


and okayed by the U. S. Attorney | take steps to end its job. This is | Loew-Charles Einfeld unit alive is its commitment to Milestone for him 


General and the court. 


As for the production-distrib out- 
fit, all replacements to the board 
following reorganization must be 
filled by persons without prior tie- 
ups either with the parent eompany 
or the theatre chain. This course 
must be followed until a majority 
of such individuals has been 
reached. Thereafter, the majority 
must be maintained. 

To guarantee a complete sep- 
aration of the Paramount twins, an 
injunction will run against all of: 
ficers and personnel to restrain 
any attempt to control or influence 
the business or operating policies 
of the other. Officers and person- 


nel of the new companies who re- | 


ceive stock in both units because 


of present holdings or options are houses, 


| to be done by sale of the stock and | 


| distribution of the proceeds to | 


shareholders who have failed to di- | 
vest themselves of one company 
or the other’s shares. | 


‘Minn, Exhibitor Asks 
$1,500,000 Damages — 


| 


| 


Vs. Major Companies. 


Minneapolis, March 1. 

















Continued from page 4 


| 
Jackson Park anti-trust suit. If | 
this JP decree is modified or va- | 
cated so that the situation of indie | 
exhibs in outlying Chi becomes | 
less favorable, the Government, on | 
proof of this to the Court, may 
reopen the theatre situation in the 
Windy City. 


Relief would take the form of a | 


“in order to create 
competitive 


mount theatres 
proper 





conditions.” | 


to direct one more pic for it. Milestone has insisted on holding Ent 
to it. 

Einfeld has left active participation in Ent to become publicity- 
advertising veepee of 20th-Fox, while Loew has told friends that he'd 
like to get out of the picture business altogether. . Nevertheless, he is 
maintaining offices on the General Service lot in Hollywood and it is 
understood he has been casting about for a setup to fulfill the Milestone 
commitment or for a settlement with the director. 

Milestone’s new RKO deal will undoubtedly relieve the pressure on 
Loew for a time. Director will make “The Bail Bond Story” for Hughes, 
starting about May 1. His Ent pix included “Arch of Triumph” and the 


| court order affecting the Para- | eyrrent “No Minor Vices.” 





In line with the industry’s public relation campaign on the commu- 


Alleging an anti-trust law con-| Court, undoubtedly, could order | nity level, the second of the Motion Picture Association of America’s 


spiracy to give opposition Minne- 


sota Amus. Co. and Publix (Para-| 


mount theatre circuit) theatres an 
unfair, injurious and unwarranted 
14-day clearance over his three 
W. L. Crouse, 


Eveleth, | 


further divestiture in the Chicago 
area. Hence, strictness of the JP | 


exhibits to promote films as a medium of education was held in St. 
Louis during the. past four days. Exhibit held before a regional con- 


decree, handed down by Federal | yention of the National Educational Association, consisted of three 


Judge Michael Igoe, insures that 
B&K remains intact. 
Four houses ordered divorced 


| panels: Films for Teaching. the Children’s Film Library and Motion 
Pictures for the Family. A list of films corresponding to the particular 
| purpose of each panel is supplied by the MPAA, plus pamphlets and 


given one additional year after re- | Minn., exhibitor, has filed suit in| are those few held in partnership | leaflets highlighting the educational advantages offered by each. 
organization to divest themselves | federal district court here against| by the circuit. 


of stock in the other company. 


Directors Maurice Newton, Stan- | cessor, 
ton Griffis and A. Conger Good- 


| the big affiliated chain, its prede- 
Publix, and eight major 
distributors. He asks $1,500,000 


year, who each own blocks exceed- | treble damages. 


ing 5.000 shares, 


may be given | 


Distributor defendants are M-G- 


added time to dispose of stock if M, Paramount, 20th-Fox, Warners, é ner ; 
they show due diligence in seek- RKO, United Artists, Universal and | in the Chicago area under the con-| Belvedere character appears in a film, even if Miss Davenport has been 


ing their sale without an excessive | Columbia. 


loss. 


Minnesota Amus. Co. 


Barney Balaban, who will | theatres enjoying the 14-day clear- 


head up the production-distribu- ance advantage over Crouse’s three 


tion company, is covered in a spe- | houses are 


located in Virginia, 


cific clause referring to $2,000,000 Minn., four and a half miles away 
in convertible notes which he from Eveleth. Prior to 1932, Publix 
holds against the company. Bala- | operated a theatre in Eveleth as 


ban 
stock under his option. 


will sell the theatre stock 


may convert the notes into well as the Virginia theatres and 
If so, he there was no clearance between the 
“as | two 
soon thereafter as such sale may Crouse’s 


then, 
But 


towns 
avers. 


neighboring 
complaint 


be made without undue hardship after Crouse bought out Publix in 


and, in any event, 
expiration of the trust.” 


organization. 


Government-imposed restrictions ages, Crouse also seeks an injunc- | | 


on selling product, 


prior to the 
His notes he was compelled to run his pic- 
will be paid by the company not | tures two weeks after the Virginia’ listed in the d 
Jater than three months after re- | on 


Eveleth ‘‘and controlled the town” 


theatres. 
In addition to the monetary dam- 


commonplace, are directed against He alleges his theatres have sus- 


the new distrib unit. 


illegal are price-fixing; establish- 


ment of a system of clearance: 
granting of clearances to theatres 
not in substantial competition; un- 
reasonable clearances (burden on 


distrib to prove reasonableness); , Pendent exhibitor against the Min-| 
/nesota Amus. Co. and major dis-' 
,tributors within a fortnight. The. 
other suit, asking $225,000 dam-' 


franchises for more than one year; 
formula deals and master agree- 
ments. ° 
20° Cancellation 

Blockbooking is out. If more 
than one feature is sold without 
being tradeshown, exhib has a 20°) 
cancellation privilege within 10 
days of inspection of the pix. Par, 
like RKO, has the right to come 
under any more advantaceous 
terms which Metro, 20th-Fox or 
Warner Bros. might win in a de- 
cree. 


Films must be sold picture-by- 


picture and_ theatre-by-theatre. 
Sales must be “solely upon the 
merits and without discrimination 
in favor of affiliated theatres. cir- 
cuit theatres or others.” Since this 
means that no comparative house 
wishing for Par product can be 
barred, from bidding, this provision 
is viewed as making that method 
the only sure one of avoiding anti- 
trust actions. 

Charges of monopoly in pro- 
duction are dropped in toto. All 
claims against Paramount defend- 


Banned as tained $500,000 damages in con- 


now almost tion to stop the 14-day clearance. | Fj 
| 


sequence of being forced to play 
pictures two weeks after the Vir- 
ginia houses. 

This is the second damage suit 
to be filed in the state by an inde- 


ages, was filed by Rose and Louis 
Deutsch, Virginia, Minn., 
itors, who charge a conspiracy to 
keep product away from their one 
'theatre and give it to the three 
Minnesota Amus. Co. houses. 


NT Rebate 











exhib- 




















Continued from page 5 Seem 
sold the stock back to the firm for 
a $6,500,000 profit. 

Skouras has offered to return 
$1,800,000 in cash to be placed in 
escrow. In addition he and Elmer 
C. Rhoden, F. H. (Rick) Ricketson, 
Jr., and Harold J. Fitzgerald would 
also return approximately $1,750,- 
000 of their earnings over the next 
three vears. Although the settle- 
ment was approved by Referee De- 
mov, it must also be okayed by the 
court. Hearings began on Monday 
(28) and will be resumed today 
(Wed.). 





Want to Buy Out Par 
Chicago, March 1. 
Poll of Paramount partners, 


sent decree, want to buy out Para- | 
mount, and said so to VARIETY to- 
day (Tues.). Aaron Jones, officer 
in Diana Corp., which runs the 
MeVickers theatre, Loop showcase | 
owned 50% by Par, declared he 
will seek to pay off Par. 

S & S Theatres, operating the | 
| Lake and Lamarr, suburban houses | 
‘in which Par has an interest, also. 
_is ready to bid in the major slice. | 
| Par must seli one or the other. As 
| for the North Center theatre, also | 
ecree, Par’s lease 
ended last month and it no longer | 
| has an interest. 














Col. Prexy 


Continued from page 3 — 








ing “outside thinking,” it was said, 
“can be accomplished in that time.” 

Cohn flew in Sunday (27), ac- 
companied by Milton E. Pickman, 
of the Famous Artists agency. Pick- 
man was formerly Cohn’s assistant 
at Col. They’ll be in New York for 
about a week. 


Addition of Grant and Crown to 
the board is in keeping with a reso- 
lution at the recent annual stock- 
holders’ meeting increasing the di- 
rectorate from seven to nine mem- 
_bers. Grant (who also reps Jack | 

Warner) is Cohn’s personal at-| 
| torney and active in film affairs as 
a member of the law firm of Prinz- 


| 





Weisman, Grant & Jaffe in New 
York. He was formerly a member 
of the United Artists board. 


Crown's background is interest- 'the cost of the industry's coopera-_ 


ing, since this marks his introduc- | 
tion into films. He is an exceed- | 
ingly wealthy but publicly little 
known Chicago businessman. He 
heads the Material Service Co., one 
of the country’s largest building | 


supply outfits; is a major owner | 


and director of the Chicago & Rock 
Island Railroad, and a director of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and 
of the Hilton Hotels chain, 


pub-ad_ chieftain, 


the exhib committee; 
/metal & Grant, in Hollywood, and | 


| In addition to films that have appeared on the commercial market, 
{the MPAA is offering special 16m productions designed to help both 
students and teachers. 





Success of 20th-Fox’s “Sitting Pretty” has meant a triple payoff for 


; OP-' Gwen Davenport, whose book, “Belvedere,” provided the basis for the 
erating houses which must be sold | pic. 


Agreement made by the studio gives her $25,000 every time the 


in no other way responsible for the yarn. She is getting her first 25G 
in this manner on “Mr. Belvedere Goes to College,” now winding up 
production. As in “Sitting Pretty,” part is played by Clifton Webb. 

Still another way that the original book sale proved profitable to the 
author was 20th’s quick snap-up of an original she presented, “Spare 
the Rod.” Comedy about a child psychologist, got Miss Davenport an- 
other $25,000. It is now in production. 





While Metro has the right to open “Edward, My Son” domestically 
in all spots except the New York metropolitan area under terms of its 
purchase of the film rights, company expects to hold up general release 
until the current Broadway legit run ends. Meanwhile, M-G world 
preem’s the Spencer Tracy-Deborah Kerr starrer at the Empire, London, 
tomorrow (3). 


SCHARY AIDES BERGMAN NY. Exhibs Converge 
ON U.S. BOND DRIVE On 2 Bills Covering 


Film  industry’s coast-to-coast R ej ssues an d Bing 0 


setup to spearhead the U. S. Treas-| 
ury’s Savings Bond drive, opening Albany, March 1. 
Local Theatre Owners Ass'n, the 


May 15, yneared completion Motion Picture Theatres Ass'n and 
week with naming of Dore Schary, Theatres Owners of Western New 
Metro’s production v.p., as chair- | York today are sending bulletins to 
man of the Hollywood committee, | exhibitors urging contacting their 
Schary will coordinate his activities assemblymen and senators to oP 


3 : , | pose two bills which all exhibitor 
with Maurice Bergman, Universal's groups believe detrimental. One 
who's 


overall | is the Noonan bill, introduced last 
chairman of the motion picture | Thursday, to require advertising to 
bond campaign. include the original release date 


i «yg Where pictures are played more 
Pa gy - yg than a year afterward. Another !s 


Smith, Jr., chairman of the dis-| t®¢ Scanlan bill which removes the 


tributors committee; Gael Sullivan | criminal penalty for sponsorship of 


7 | Bingo by “any bona fide religious, 
and Ed Lachman, co-chairmen of | charitable, ieetsenel, hospital, wel- 


and Max fare, civic or veteran organization, 


—_ 











Youngstein to head the national | se 0 
campaign’s promotion. Bergman, poraping yp on ne Leo 
will name a finance committee? 4 et , 


: : : nittee’ Noonan’s proposal is presumably 
shortly to raise coin for defraying| aimed at spotlighting reissues, but 


ne cos hibit ciations says it would 
tion with the Government. be weer Bynes theatres which 


Harry Mandel, RKO _ theatres! sometimes cannot play current re 
director of publicity, has been | leases until more than a year later. 
named by Youngstein to handle the|It makes mandatory _ inclusion 
campaign in the New York ex-| “prominently in all advertising” © 
change area. Mandel will also co-| such film, date originally released. 
ordinate the bond activities of | Violation is a misdemeanor. ; 
national circuits operating out of} Bingo is considered lottery which 


N. Y. Other publicity directors the State Constitution prohibits. 
will also be appointed in each of | This is reason Governor Dewey ¥& 
, the 31 exchange centers, 


i toed the Bingo bill in 1943. 
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LISTEN IN TOMORROW NIGHT! 


Thurs. 10 P. M. over Station WNBC, New York and 
across the nation the public will enjoy a Big Show with 
Big Stars and Big Entertainment ! Additionally, the 
presentation of the Redbook Magazine trophy (held 
by Clark Gable in Photo) will be made to M-G-M. 



















































































M-G-M’s “COMMAND DECISION’ WINS 
REDBOOK MAGAZINE ANNUAL AWARD! 


One of the most coveted honors in the film world comes to M-G-M 
and to all those who contributed to the making of “Command 


Decision.” Each year Redbook Magazine presents its Silver Trophy 


to honor “the most distinguished contribution to the art of the 


motion picture.” This year “Command Decision” has been selected. 


Tomorrow N ight (Thurs.) the presentation ceremonies will be broadcast 
from Hollywood by the Screen Guild Players (courtesy Camel Cigarettes) 
over 171 N.B.C. network stations and highlights of “Command 
Decision” will be re-enacted by the voices of the stars, Clark Gable, 


Walter Pidgeon, Brian Donlevy, John Hodiak and Edward Arnold. 


* 


M-G-M presents CLARK GABLE * WALTER PIDGEON * VAN JOHNSON e BRIAN DONLEVY © CHaries BICKFORD * JOHN 
HODIAK © EDWARD ARNOLD in “COMMAND DECISION” with Marshall Thompson * Richard Quine * Cameron Mitchell * Clinton 
Sundberg * Ray Collins » A SAM WOOD Production * Screen Play by William R. Laidlaw and George Froeschel * Based on the Play 
by William Wister Haines * Directed by SAM WOOD »® Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN © In Association with GOTTFRIED REINHARDT. 
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Picture Grosses 





‘Joan’ Lusty $29,500 In 
Prov.; ‘Smith’ Sharp At 
$15,000, ‘Wives’ Hep 166 


Providence, March 1. 

Fairly happy combos here giving | 
theatres a hefty take for a change, 
Standard smash is “Joan of Arc” 
at RKO Albee. Strong also are} 
Majestic’s “A Letter to Three} 
Wives” and Strand’s “Whispering 
Smith.” | 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 76-$1.25)—_ 





“Joan of Arc’ (RKO). Wow 
$29,500. Last week, “Salome, 
Where She Danced” (U) and 
“Sudan” (U) (reissues), fair $8,500 
in 5 days. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (4th week 


downtown). Swell $5,000. Third 
week was nice $6,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (reissue) and 
vaude on stage. School holiday 
helping to neat $8,000. Last week, 
“On Island With You” (M-G) (re-| 
issue) and Jack Norton heading | 
stage bill, big $10,000, 2-day school} 
holiday boosting it way over hopes. | 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) —| 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and | 
“Jungle Patrol” (20th). Very good | 
$16,000. Last week, “Don Juan” | 
(WB) and “Rose of Yukon” (Rep), 


} 
| 


$12,000. ' 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"‘Walked By Night” (EL) and 
“Parole, Inc” (EL). Not bad $9,500. 
Last week, “Stagecoach” (UA) and 


“Long Voyage Home” (UA) (re-| 
issues), $7,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3,200; 44-65) —| 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (2d! 
wk). Snappy $14,000. First sesh | 


was sturdy $27,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | piethora of holdovers here this 


—Whispering Smith” (Par) and 
“Boston Blackie’s Chinese Ven- 
ture” (Col). Hefty $15,000. Last 
week, “Wonderful Urge” (20th) 
and “Miss Mink 1949” 
$12,500. 


‘ENCHANTMENT’ BRISK 





IN BALTO AT $13,000 


Baltimore, March 1. 


Mainly in holdover, downtown 


| “*Blondie’s 


'—‘‘Symphonie Pastorale”’ 
!Fine $3,000. 


(20th), | 


DENVER 


(Continu.d from page 11) 
with Webber. Fair $12,000 or near. 
Last week, “Let’s Live a Little” 





Voyage Home” (Indie) (reissues). 
Nifty $5,000 or near. Last week, 
“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “My 
Affair” (20th) (reissues), nice 
$4,700. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and “Act 
Violence’ (M-G). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “3 Godfathers” (M-G) 
and “High Fury” (UA) (2d wk), 
medium $6,600. 


(EL) and “Mickey” (EL), $13,000. |, Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
Haare Fo) 7, S120 |atadeecwaN, Moderate 0 000 
— g ” i 2 ,0 0, le ~ J c 
Poe Se ee oe Last week, “John Loves Mary” 


and holds again. Last week, smash 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 76-$1.25) | 
—‘“‘Joan of Arc” (RKO). Big $24,- | 
000. Last week, “Words and Music” 
(M-G) and “Adventure Silverado” 
(Col) (2d wk), fair $12,000 in 6) 


| days. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— | 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) and | 
“Jungle Patrol” (20th). Mild $8,000. | 
Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
and “Smugglers’ Cove” (Mono), | 
fine $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘Duel 
in Sun” (SRO) and “Smugglers’ 
Cove” (Mono) (m.o.). Dull $2,000. 
Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) and 
Secret” (Col) (m.o.), | 
$2,500. 

Vogue (Art Cinema) (600; 60-80) 
(Indie). | 
Holds. Last week, | 
“Happy Breed’ (U), $2,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) 
and “Highway 13” (SG), also Den- 
ver. Good $3,000. Last week, “Duel 
in Sun” (SRO) and 





| (WB) (2d wk-9 days), $7,900. 





‘HONEYMOON’ HEFTY 


$14,000 IN FAIR D.C. 


Washington, March i. 
Despite schedules revamped to 
debut new features on Washing- 
ton’s birthday, current session is 


only so-so. “Whispering Smith” at | 


the Warner tops the town with best 
take at this house in weeks. “Fam- 
ily Honeymoon” shapes nice at 


Palace. “‘Return of October” looks | 
| Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 


stout at the National. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) plus 
vaude (2d wk). Nice $20,000 but 
sharp drop from terrific $40,000 
opener, near house record, with 
job done by local flack staff a big 
help. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-74) 
—*‘Paleface” (Par) (2d run). Light 


“Smugglers’ | ¢¢ 900, Last week, “Unknown Is- | 


Cove” (Mono), fair $2,500. \land” (FC) $8 000 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—)| te aaah ; a 
“paisan” (Indie). Smash $14,000. | ¢94uPOnt, \Lopert), (376; | $1.20 


Moves to Aladdin. Last week, sub- | 
sequent-run. 


H.0.’s Fail to Hurt Det; 
‘Wives’ 276; ‘Joan’ Huge — 
336, ‘Witch’ Nice 266, 2d 


Detroit, March 1. 





| week but this does not seem to be 
| slowing the pace much. “Letter To |} 
Three Wives” is fairly good at the} 
Fox while “Sun Comes Up” looks 
trim at the Adams. “Joan of Arc” | 
| is blazing ahead in its second week | 
at the Palms. ‘““Wake of Red Witch” 
still 
initial holdover — session. 
weather helped firstrun. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (20th-Fox) (5,000; (70-95) — 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th). Good 


“Fair 


| $27,000. Last week, “Yellow Sky” | 


list here is holding up in fairish | (20th), $25,000. 


fashion despite this. 


Newcomers, | 
“Enchantment” looks nice at the | “Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (2d) 


Michigan (UDT) (4,000; 70-95) — 


Town, but “Criss Cross” will be | wk). Nice $26,000. Last week, solid 


only fairish at Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 


60) — “Command Decision” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Very good $15,000 after 
fine $19,800 opener. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-70)—“‘Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by new 
Tarzan, Lex Barker. Nice $16,000. 
Last week, “In This Corner’ (EL) 
plus Frankie Carle orch., not up 
to earlier promise with $14,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60\—“Criss Cross” (U). Fairish 
$10,000. Last week, “Fighting 
O'Flynn” (U) (2d wk), didn’t hold 
up near first round with $7,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Red Witch” (Rep) (6th wk). Wind- 


ing up record making run with}! 


stout $5,000 after steady fifth round 
at $6,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60) — 
“Down to Sea in Ships” (20th) (2d 
wk). Steady $8,500 after okay $10,- 
600 first round. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Whispering Smith” (Par) (2d wk). 
Going fairly well at $9,000 after 
nice $15,400 last week. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Enchantment” (RKO). Building 
toward neat $13,000. Last week, 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (4th wk) solid 
$10.300 at upped scale. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 13) 
back to regular opening day. Last 
week, big $24,000. 

Ritz ‘(Loew’s) (800; 45-80)— 
“Long Voyage Home” 
“Stagecoach” (UA) (reissues). Only 
6 days but $2,500 is not too bad. 
Last week, “Sealed Verdict” ‘Par) 
and “Dynamite” (Par), rather dim 
on firstrun twinner at $2,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 45-80)—_ 
“Jungle | 


“Jungle Jim” (Col) and 
Patrol” (Col). Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) 


and “Shockproof” (Col), about 
same. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 


“Walked By Nrght” (EL). Got raft 
of good notices and pulling spank- 
ing $18,000. Last week, second of 
“Don Juan” (WB), weak $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-$1.50)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (4th wk). Dip- 
ping to about $12.000 in 8 days. 
Last week, fancy $16,000, 


(UA) and) 


| $28,000. 

| Palms (UDT) (2,900; 79-1.17)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
Terrific $33,000. Last week, 

| $36,000. 


95)—‘‘Dear Secretary” (UA) and 
“High Fury” (UA) (2d wk). Okay 
$16,000. Last week good $17,500. 
Madison (UDT) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Big $20,000. Last week, $23,000. 
Adams ‘UDT) (1,700; 70-95) — 
“Sun Comes Up” (M-G). Trim 
$18,000. Last week, “Criss Cross” 


(U), $19,000. 

Downtown (UDT) (3,700; 70-95) 
'— “3 Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“Smugglers Cove” (Mono). Passable 
$19.000. Last week, “Act Of Mur- 


der” (U), $20,500. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 13) 


|(Rep) and “Rose Yukon” (Rep) (3d 
| wk), nifty $13,500. 

| Paramount Hollywood (F & M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Whispering Smith” 
'(Par). Smart $17,000. Last week, 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) (3d wk), 
trim $9,900. 

| RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 
50-80) — “Dear to Heart’ (RKO) 
and “Clay Pigeon” (RKO). Fair 
/$16500. Last week, “Every Girl 
| Married” (RKO) and “Rusty Saves 











is nice at the Michigan in| 


United Artists (UDT) (2,000; (70- | 


$2.40)\—“*Red Shoes” (EL) (8th wk). 
Steady $4,000 for second successive 
week, and stays on. 

Keith’s. (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Rogues’ Regiment” (U). Neat 
$11,000, with some help from holi- 
day. Last week, 
(RKO) (6th wk), fine $9,000 in 6 
days at upped prices. 

Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘“Hamlet” (U) (19th wk). Smooth 
$5,500 for final week. Last week, 
$4,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 


“Joan of Arc” | 


‘Wives’ Wonderful 15G, 
Port.; ‘Accused’ Oke 9G 


Portland, Ore., March 1. 

Current newspaper strike is pre- 
venting many changes of pictures 
in downtown houses this week, ex- 
hibs planning to hold over _ their 
bills. “Rogues’ Regiment at 
Broadway looks standout. “Let- 
ter to Three Wives” shapes sturdy 
in two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50- 
85)—“‘Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and 
“Angel on Amazon” (Rep). Sock 
; $12,700. Last week, “Don Juan” 
\(WB) and “Christopher Blake” 
| (WB) (2d wk), nifty $7,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and “Ari- 





zona Rangers” (RKO) (m.o.). So-so 
$5,300. Last week, “Countess 
Monte Cristo” (‘(U) and “Black 


Eagle” (Col), $5,300. 
Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 


“Paisan” (Indie) and “Touch 
Venus” (U). Big $4,500. Last 
week, sock $5,700, record for 
house. 


“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th), day- 
date with Orpheum. Solid $5,500. 
| Last week, “Dear to Heart” (RKO) 
land “Arizona Rangers” (RKO), fine 
| $5,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th), also 
| Oriental. 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and “Ari- 
zona Rangers” (RKO), solid $8,500. 





| Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— | 


|The Accused” (Par) and “‘Hatter’s 
Castle” (Par). Okay $9,000. Last 
| week, “Every Girl Married” (RKO) 
‘and “Bungalow 13” (20th) (6 days) 
| (2d wk), excellent $8,500. 
Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
|“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
| ‘‘Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) (m.o.). 
Good $2,500. Last week, “Snake 
| Pit” (20th) and “I Surrender Dear’”’ 
| (Col) (2d wk) (m.o.), $2,600. 

| United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“‘Red Pony” Neat 





(Rep). 


Big $9,500. Last week, | 


‘O'Flynn’ Forte $14,500, 
Buff; ‘Wives’ $18,000 


Buffalo, March 1. 
Many holdovers this week but 
none is staying a full second round. 
“Fighting O’Flynn” at Lafayette 
and “Letter to Three Wives” at 
Buffalo look best. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th). Nice 
$18,000 in 9 days. 

Great Lakes ‘Paramount) (3,400; 
40-70)—‘“‘John Loves Mary” (WB), 
Only $10,000. “Whispering Smith” 
|(Par) opens Thursday (3). 
| Hipp (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“Belle 
Starr’s Daughter’ (20th) and “The 
Creeper” (20th). Good $8,000. Last 





| week, “Don Juan” (WB) (m.o.), $7,« 
500. 
Teck ‘Loew) (1,400; 40-70)— 


“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “Show 
Them No Mercy” (20th) (reissues), 
Oke $5,500 in 9 days. 

| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Slightly French” (Col) and “Jungle 
| Jim” (Col). Opens tomorrow 
'(Wed.). Last week, “Fighting 
O’Flynn” (U) and “Strange Mrs. 
Crane” (EL), nice $14,500 in 8 days. 
| Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
'70)—“Boy With Green Hair” 
\(RKO) and “Gun Smugglers” 
a. Fine $15,500 in 8 days. 
“Enchantment” (RKO) opens 
| Thureday (3). 


Negro Themes 


Continued from page 3 mame 











| 





duced by Darryl F. Zanuck and di- 
|rected by John Ford from 20th- 
| Fox release, and “Lost Bounda- 
ries,” being produced independent- 
ly by Louis de Rochemont for Film 
Classics distribution. Result has 
| been the development of a race 
ito be first on the screen with the 
| subject. Kramer is believed likely 
to win, since he immediately put 
the pic in work and has estab- 
| lished a 30-day shooting schedule. 





| 


—“Dark Past” (Col). Oke $7,000, | $7,000 or near, Last week, “Act of |He has a strong reputation for 


Last. week, “Tarzan’s Magic Foun- | 


tain” (RKO), ditto. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘‘Return of October” (Col). Firm 
$10,000. Last week, 
Up” (M-G) (2d wk), about same. 

Palace ‘(Loew’s) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U). Nice 
, $14,000 in first 5 days. Last week, 
“Down to Sea in Ships” (20th), 
okay $21,000 for 9 days. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—‘‘Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) 
| (2d wk). Strong $5,500 after sock 
$6,300 last week. Holds again. 

Warner (WB) (2,154: 44-74)— 
“Whispering Smith” (Par). Leads 
town with sturdy $19,000. Last 
week, “Shockproof” (Col), $13,000. 

Trans - Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
|“Enchantment” (RKO) (10th wk). 
Nice $4,500 in final 5 days. Last 
week, big $7,000. 


‘Godfathers’ Robust At 
$11,000 in Slow Seattle 


Seattle, March 1. 








overs or moveovers this session. 
“Three Godfathers” shapes great 
at Liberty. “So Dear to My Heart” 
‘is one of best holdovers, being 
solid at the Music Hall. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘H-E) (800; 50-84)— 

“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and 


“Shockproof” (Col) (3d wk). Good 


$3,500 after last week’s $4,600. 

| Coliseum ‘H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
'“Down to Sea” (20th) and “Jungle 
Jim” (Col) (2d wk). Oke $7,000 
_after sturdy $16,000 last week. 

| Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
—‘“Command Decision” (M-G) and 
“Ladies of Chorus” (Col) (2d wk). 
Fancy $11,000 after last week's big 
$15,500. 


| Liberty (Ind) (1,650: 50-84) —"3_ 


Godfathers” (M-G) and “Henry, 
_Rainmaker” ‘Mono). Great $11,- 
000. Last week, “Every Girl Mar- 
ried” (RKO) and “Incident” (Mono) 


_ Life’’ (Col) (3d wk), $10,600. | (4th wk), big $7,200. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1) —,| Musie Box ‘H-E) (850: $1.20- 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song $2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (3d wk). 
India (Col). Dull $5,500. Last! Down to $5,000 after last stanza’s 
week, “Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and excellent $10,500. 

“Judge” (FC) (9 days), slender, Musie Hall ‘H-E) (2.200; 50-84)— 
$7,300. “Dear to My Heart” (RKO) and 


| Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song 
|India” (Col). Oke $4,500. Last 
week, “Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and 
“Judge” (FC) (9 days), $4,600. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100: 60- 
'$1)— “Walking Hills’ (Col) and 
“Song India” (Col). Pleasing $14.- 
000. Last week. “Fighting O'Flynn” 
‘U) and “Judge” (FC) (9 days), 
slow $12,500. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 60-$1) — 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) and. 
“Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono). Good 
| $11,000. Last week, “Chicken | 
Sunday” (20th) and “Miss Mink” 
(20th) (2d wk-4 days), $4,000. 

Vogue ‘FWC) (885: 60-85) — 
“Stagecoach” (indie) and “Long 


“Old-Fashioned Girl” (EL) (2d wk). 
Solid $9,000 after last week’s great 
$11,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 50-84)— 
‘“John Loves Mary” (WB) and 
“Girl From Manhattan” (UA) (2d 
wk). Mild $6,500 after big $12,200 
last week. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 34-59) 
'—*Man From Colorado” (Col) and 


“Sun Comes | 


Violence” (M-G), $5,800. 





Colo.’ Cool 156, Toronto 


Toronto, March 1. 

| “Whiplash” is doing turnaway 
business, with “Man from Colo- 
rado” also garnering nice coin. 


Despite early, spring-like weather 


attendance is holding well. 
Estimates for This Week 


Downtown (20th Cent) (1,050; 35- 
_60)—“Whiplash” (WB) and “Racing 


| Luck” (20th). Turnaway business | 


at about $8,000. Last week, “Gal- 
lant Blade” (Col) (2d wk), $3,000 
in 3 days. 
| . Imperial 


| 6 


(FP) (3,373; 36-66;— 
'“Man from Colorado” (Col). Fine 
' $15,000 or near. Last week, “Song 
Is Born” (RKO) (2d wk), okay 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)—"3 
Godfathers” (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up well at $8,500 after last 
| week’s hefty $12,000. 
| Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). Nice 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386: 36-66)—‘“En- 
/Chantment” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
$7,000 after last week’s okay 
$10,000. 


| Tivoli (FP) (1.431; 36-66)—‘Let- 


bringing his pix in on the prom- 
|ised date or sooner and wants to 
| hit screens by July. The 20th pic, 
‘with a much bigger budget than 
'Kramer’s $600,000, will take long- 
er, although de Rochemont, work- 
ing on location in New England, 
will probably give Kramer a run 
for his money. 

The Screen Plays film will go to 
| United Artists under a five-pic deal 
inked with the company by Kra- 
mer. He has just delivered the ini- 
tialer, “The Champion.” His inter- 
est in “Home of the Brave,” lJegiter 
which ‘von the 1946 best play 
award by the New York Critics 
| Circle, dates back to his associa- 
tion with Hal Horne in Story Pro- 
| ductions. Latter unit, now defunct, 
| acquired an option on the play in 
| 1946, but let it drop. 
| “Home” dealt with the problem 
‘of anti-Semitism in the Army. Carl 
| Foreman’s screenplay for the pie 
substitutes a Negro character for 
| the central Jewish one in the play. 
| Role has been assigned to James 


Town is nearly solid with hold- $10,000 after last week’s $12,000. | Edwards, Negro star of the Broad- 


way legit hit, “Deep Are the 
' Roots.” Production lineup is the 
‘same as on “Champion,” on which 
Kramer produced, Robert Stillman 
was his associate, Mark Robson di- 





ter Three Wives” (20th) (4th wk). | rected and Foreman scripted. 
Trim $5,500 after last week’s big) Coin is being advanced com- 
$6,000. | pletely by John Stillman, wealthy 
Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 36-66)— Florida and California merchant, 
“Sun Comes Up” ‘(M-G). Good) who put up second money for 
$9,500. Last week, “In Navy” (U) | “Champion.” Now, because of stiff 
‘and “Pardon My Sarong” (U), terms being asked by the banks, 
| (reissues), okay $8,000. ihe is advancing the whole cost 
| instead of calling in Bank of Amer- 


'P aleface’ $25,000, Mont’! road * in the case of the previous 


| 

Montreal, March 1. | 
Three new entries spark current | 

_week. Big news is coming from. 

|Loew’s “Paleface” which 7 








Group Booking 


Continued from page 3 





| smash. 


| Estimates for This Week 7 aoe P 
Loew’s (C. T.) (2.855: 40-65) — 29% rejection right on such fea- 
“Paleface” (Par). Smash $25,000, | tures as have not been tradeshown. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) |_ Provision on franchises in the 
(2d wk), $14,000. |Paramount decree also gives an 
| Capitol (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60)— implied okay to the new technique. 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) (2d wk). It declares that franchises (which 
Nice $13,000 following lusty $18,-| necessarily includes sale of a com- 
500 last week. | pany’s complete product lineup) 
Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 75-$1.20)—! are not legal unless made to an 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (5th wk). Big |indie exhib to enable him to oper- 
+ ae after fourth week at $19,-| ate a theatre in competition with 
. ‘an affiliate. The decree defines 
Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— alle cong as a transaction cover 
Johnny Belinda” (WB) (7th wk). | ing more than one season. It fol- 
Solid $13,000 after steady sixth at ‘lows that agreements for one sea 


by \C. T.) (1,839: 26-45)— | 80M or less are perfectly proper. 





“Wonderful Urge” (20th) (2d runs). “Belle Starr’s D ” ) | Individual prices are fixed De 
Fair $3,500. Last week, “Paleface” “Trouble Preferred” (20th). Fine cause of, another eT 
(Par) and “Texas, Brooklyn” (UA), $8,000. Last week, “Bodyguard” handed down by the court. It is id 
good $5,200. (RKO) and “Secret Land” (M-G), | effect that product must be 5° 
Paramount ‘H-E) (3.039; 50-84)— $8,500. ' |picture-by-picture. This proviso 
“Whispering Smith” (Par) and Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— does not prevent group-peddling, 
“Own True Love” (Par) (2d wk). “Time of Life’ (UA). Good $7,500. | but it does prevent any bargain 
Off to $7,000 after last stanza’s fine Last week, “Four Faces West” (UA) basement price in return for @B 
$14,400. jand “Roosevelt Story” (UA), $6,000. exhib taking a batch of pix. 
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( ongratulations 
Leo, its like the 
Marshall Plan of 
the Movies 








“COMMAND DECISION” 
Clark Gable + Walter Pidgeon 
Van Johnson « Brian Donlevy 
Charles Bickford + John Hodiak 
Edward Arnold 


“LITTLE WOMEN” (Technicolor) 


June Allyson +» Peter Lawford 
Margaret O’Brien « Elizabeth Taylor 
Janet Leigh * Rossano Brazzi 
Mary Astor 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” 


(Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra - Esther Williams 
Gene Kelly - Betty Garrett 


“‘NEPTUNE'S DAUGHTER” 


(Technicoler) 
Esther Williams « Red Skelton + Ricardo Montalban 
Betty Garrett » Keenan Wynn + Xavier Cugat 


“THE SECRET GARDEN” 
Margaret O’Brien* Herbert Marshall «Dean Stockwell 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 


James Stewart + June Allyson + Frank Morgan 
Agnes Moorehead - Bill Williams 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” 
(Technicolor) 
Fred Astaire « Ginger Rogers + Oscar Levant 


4 “ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY” 
Clark Gable + Alexis Smith - Wendell Corey 
Audrey Totter + Barry Sullivan + Frank Morgan 
Mary Astor + Lewis Stone 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 
Spencer Tracy « Deborah Kerr 


“THE GREAT SINNER” 
Gregory Peck » Ava Gardner + Melvyn Douglas 
Walter Huston + Ethel Barrymore 
Frank Morgan + Agnes Moorehead 


“CONSPIRATOR” 
Robert Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor 











AND LOTS MORE! 


VARIETY | 19 
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cess profits; 


Zanuck’s Tax Refund 


Continued from page 2 — 


Fox Big Horn Theatre| Co., 











$1,233; Combined Bronx Amus., 





Corp., $506; Fox De Luxe Theatres, | Inec., $5,025; Mare Connelly, $2,433; 
Inc., $799 excess profits; Fox Kansas’| Fendell and Aline Corey (of L. A.), | 
Theatre Co., $844 excess profits; Fox | $1,686; Vicki Cummings, $1,100; Jean | 


Ozark Theatre Corp., $563 plus another 
$13,127 excess profits; Fox West Coast 
Theatre Corp., $3,620; Anna Marie Foy, 
$676, and Eddie Foy, Jr., $1,207; 
Gardner, $1,936; Billy’ Gilbert, $823; 
Nils T. Granlund, $2,761; Sidney Grau- 
man, $3,775; Charlotte Greenwood, | 
$4,062; Gumbiner Amus. €o., $1,919; | 
Sam Hayes, $576: Horace Heidt, $4,778, 
and Adaline Heidt, $4,778; Skitch Hen- 
derson, $2,804; Alfred Hitchcock, $4,160, 
and Alma Revilla Hitchcock, $3,783; | 
Walter Huston, $1,618, and Nan Suther- 


land Huston, $1,607; Betty Grable 
James, $2,928; Harry James, $556 em- 
ployment tax; Allen Jenkins, $716; 


Victor J. Jurgens (c/o Louis De Roche- 
mont Assn.), $757; Marie MacDonald 
Karl, $5,073; Genevieve Tobin (Mrs. 
William) Keighley, $2,300; Frank Kin- 
sella, $912; Cass Daley, $787; June 
Knight, $1,001; Peter Lawford, $777; | 
Francis Lederer, $1,115, and Marion 
Lederer, $1,115; Allen Le May, $1,615, 
and Arlene Le May, $1,016; Sam 
Levene, $1,664; Bambi Lynn, $860; In- 
grid Bergman Lindstrom, $890; Long 
Beach Pleasure Pier Co. (Silver Spray 
Pier), $4,607; Peter Lorre, $4,552, and | 
Kaaren Verne Lorre, $1,861; Ernst 
Lubitsch, $1,822; Lynn Barry Luft, $715; 
Kenneth MacKenna, $879, and Mary 
Philips MacKenna, $774; Fredric 
March, $753, and Florence Eldridge 
March, $753; Roddy McDowall, $3,189; 
Miller Amus. Co., $8,392 excess profits; 
Ann Miller, $4,073; Frank Morgan, 
$4,479: Patricia Morison, $2,410; Wayne 
Morris, $530; Conrad Nagel, $893; 
National Theatres Corp., $556; Silver 
Spray Pleasure Pier, $1,294; John B. 
Nesbitt, $788; Richard M. Ney, $1,837; 
Jack Oakie, $2,235; Margaret O'Brien, 

2.273; Johnny Coy, $1,536. 

Reginald Owen, $1.415; Pathe Labora- 
tories of Cal., $2,629; June Preisser, 
$530: Irene Rich, $3,116; Robert Riskin, 
$5,727; Charles Buddy Rogers, $501; 
Wesley Ruggles, $2439; Sandorf Thea- 
tre Corp., L. A., $718; Santa Barbara 
Music Co., $3,374; Joseph Schildkraut, 
$555, and Marie Schildkraut, $555; Liza- 


| 


beth Scott, $5,115; David O. Selznick, | 
$529: Irene M. Selznick, $7,308; Douglas 


G. Shearer, $4,143; Julie Bishop Shoop, 
$570: Louis Sobel, $551; Lionel Stander, 


Dalrymple, 


| $1,827, and Mercer 


| Edith 


$2,740; Galo Barriga-Diaz 
(MGM International), $858; Nat N. Dorf- | 


man, $3,083; Jessica Dragonette, $1,420; 
Ava’! Drama Holding Corp., $883; John and 
Beatrice Elberson, 
stine, $2,148. 


$2,135; Billy Eck- 


Cliff Edwards, $1,846; Duke Ellington, 
Ellington, $671; Jose 
Ferrer, $1,340; Film Classics, $2,669; 
Firm Amus. Corp., $2,265 employment 
tax; Dwight Fiske, $2,519; Kirsten 
Flagstad, $1,304; James Lawrence 
$6,562; Ralph Forbes, $825; Morton | 
Gould, $2,164; Bernard Grubman (c/o 
Cinema Enterprises), $752; Ralph and | 
Harte (of Hollywood) $1,883; 
Hearst Radio, Inc., $679; Hercules The- | 
atre Corp., $6,020 employment tax; | 
Marcus A. Heiman, $9,908; Richard 
Himber, $754; Dolly Haas Hirschfeld, 
$1,677; Miriam Hopkins Brock, $2,367; 
International Newsreel Corp., $645; 
George Jessel, $6,297; Junior Orpheum, 
San Francisco, Ltd. (RKO), $3,022 
employment tax; Oscar Karlweis, 
$1,038; B. F. Keith Columbus Co., 
$2,247 employment tax; Keith Moss 
Corp., $9,299 employment tax; Keith | 
Ohio Corp., $5,302 employment tax; | 
Dennis J. King, $585; Haila Stoddard | 
Kirkland, $1,488; Robert W. Kirkland, | 
$3,937; Dorothy Kirsten, $2,276; John | 
Klempner, $2,250; Lafayette Radio | 
Corp of Illinois, $6,732 excess profits; | 
Bert Lahr, $2,222, and Mildred Lahr, | 
$4,964; Jack Lait, $2,763; Jessie Royce 
Landis, $546; Herbert and Ruth Lang- 
ner, $2,814; Francine Larrimore, $1,811; 
Bert, Jr., and Evelyn Lebhar (Sta- 
tion WHN), $3,638; Lew Leslie, $568; | 
Arthur Lesser, $1,313, and Shirley 
Lesser, $1,320; Mildred Lewis (suc- 
cessor to RCP Theatre Corp.), $3,356 | 
plus $2,056 excess profits; John Loder, 
$1,838. 


Loew’s Dayton Theatre Co., $525, 
employment tax; Loew's Indiana The- 
atre Co., $2,959; Loew’s Theatre and 
Realty Co., $849; Johnny Long, $4.090; 
Luba Malina, $3,283; Fletcher Markle, | 
$583; Charles Martin, $598; Dorothy | 
Maynor, $908; Media Records, $6,228, 
excess profits; Helen Smith Menken, 


| $678; MGM Distributing Corp., $1,234; 


MGM of Egypt, $7,517; George Mon- 


$688, and Jehanne Stander, $688; Don-| aghan (Station WOR), $659; Henry 
ald Ogden Stewart, $605; Geraldine | Morgan, .$6,095; North Carolina Thea- 
Brooks Stroock, $1,757; Preston | trical Corp., $2,704; Emmanuel Ornstein, 
Sturges, $935: Robert S. Taplinger, $3,590; Arleen Whelan Owen, $6,853; 
$6.372: Elizabeth Taylor, $1,001; John Lawrence J. Owen (c/o Guy Lom- 
Charles Thomas. $6,082; Thomas Pro-  bardo), $650; Paramount Pictures, 
ductions, Inc., $1,486; Kay Thompson, | $4,150 employment tax; Tony Pastor, 
$1.186; Marta Toren, $514; Mel Torme, | $894; Lucille Coleman Paul (c/o J. W. 
$3.977; Sonny Tufts, $5,871; United | Seligman), $3,435; George Paxton, 


States Pictures, Inc., $2,603; Venice In- 


$3,943; Wilfred Pelletier, $2,524; Jack T. 


vestment Co., $554 excess profits; Ver-| Philbin, $750; Marion Hutton Philbin, 


Corp., 
Pictures, 


Avenue Theatre 
Warner’ Bros. 
sales tax; 

Mae West, 


mont 
$2,272; 
$8,401 


$3,342; $2,901; 


Woodall, $2,018; Sol 
$4,077, and Marian Wurtzell, 
Nan Wynn $590. 

Large New York returns: 


re oe 
Inc., 
Dame May Whitty, 


| $2,047; Jane Pickens, $2,026; Monte 


| Proser, $9,386. 
RKO Midwest Corp., $907 employ- 


Western | : 
Costume Co., $6,807 excess profits; Bert ment tax; RKO Orpheum Corp., $1,411 


Wheeler, $680, and Patty Orr Wheeler, | 
$654; Andrea King, $1,105; ZaSu Pitts | 
M. Wurtzell, 
$2,914; 


employment tax; RKO Radio Pictures 
of Near East, $1,143; RKO Theatre, Inc., 
| $1,116 employment tax; Natalie Rach- 
| maninoff, $1,489; RCA, $9,540; Howard 
Reinheimer, $3,771; Republic Pictures 
and its wholly. owned subsidiaries, 
$6,450; Ethel Robertson (Columbia 


; are 


‘completely frozen, 


Moscow Mulish? 


It has been about three 
months now since the Ameri- 
can industry forwarded to the 
Kremlin its list of 100 pix 
available for sale to the Rus- 
sians, but no word has been 
received from Moscow yet. 
The list was prepared and for- 
warded via the State Dept. in 
conformity with the agreement 
made by Motion Picture Assn. 
of America prexy Eric John- 
ston when he was in the So- 
viet last year. 

Agreement calls for the 
Russians to select pictures 
from the list in blocks of 20. 
They have been told if they 
can’t find on it 20 that they 
like, a supplemental list will 
be prepared. In the meantime, 
Yugoslavs have made some se- 
lections from a similar roster 
submitted to them and it is 
expected that the first prints 
will be on their way to Bel- 
grade soon. 














Commie Hex 


Continued from page 2 


salt 


glass window at a next-door de- 
partment store. A whole detach- 








ment of police is on duty at the | 


Stafa and, from time to time, they 
have to summon emergency rein- 
forcements.” 


Other pix doing great currently 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
in Warsaw and Lodz, “Dragon- 
wyck” and “Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet” in Cracow, “Ziegfeld Girl,” 
“Sun Valley Serenade” and “Casa- 
blanca” in Polish subsequents, 
“Gulliver’s Travels” 
“Men in Her Life’ and “Adven- 
tures of Mark Twain” in Sofia and 
“Ninotchka,” “Best Years of Our 
Lives” and “Sinbad” in Berlin. 


All this, of course, would be de- 
stined to make the U. S. distribs 
much happier were they getting 
coin out of these countries com- 
mensurate with the big b.o. In 
some countries, U. S. revenue is 
and in the 
ethers the best they get back is 
costs of prints and operation. 


Despite the constant propaganda 
blasts from Moscow, the Hollywood 


product continues to play in all of | 


the Iron Curtain lands except Rus- 
sia itself, Rumania, Hungary and 
Yugoslavia and it is likely that 
| Yugoslavia will shortly be off the 
, nix list. 


| Main reason the Communists let 
the American product appear is 
_apparently their own inability to 
provide enough film to keep thea- 
tres alight. In most countries, the 
| Russe product is guaranteed 60% 
‘of screen time, but it doesn’t hold 


Advertising Arts Corp., $81,924 excess | Artists), $550; John R. Robertson (Co-| up to that average because, aside 


profits; 
Amus. Co 


Dorothy Brecker, of Roseland 
(dancehall), $12,640; Nancy | ger 


lumbia Artists), $554; Samuel Schnei- 


(Apollo Records), 


Brecker $2,646; Dorothy, David L. and gtantin Simonov, $2,043; Ira J. Sobel 
Meta Loew Brecker, $930 employment | (¢/9 M. J. Weinstein), $8,299; Ida S. 


tax; Irwin S. Chanin, $5,394, and Mary Sobol 


(same), $4,095; Sono Osato 


Chanin, $800, Paul Chanin, $2,755, and Elmaleh, $1,219; Bella Spewack, $3,150; 


Sylvia Chanin, $7,073; 


Columbia Elec- 


K. T. Stevens (L.A.), $709; Ted 


tronics Inc., $1,826 plus $10,169 excess Straeter, $2,544; Joan Tetzel, $978; The- 


profits; 


$27.579 plus $2,466 excess 


Debs Memorial Radio Fund, 
profits; 
Arlene Francis, $10,992; King Features, 


' atre Guild, $6,551 excess profits; The- 
atre, Inc., $616 employment tax; The- 
atrical Realties, Inc., $2,123; Conrad 


$11,512; Kipnis Family, $11,482; Leon & Thibault. $554. 


Eddie's, Inc., 
cess profits; 
$57,520 excess 


$9,135 plus 


profits; Louis 


line Prima, $2,594; Radio 
excess profits; 
ca, $21,600; Stanley Mark Strand Corp., 
$1,269 plus $15,177 employment tax; 
Ticket Office Equipment Corp., 
Plus $10,042 excess profits. 
Warner Bros. Artists Bureau, $3,388; 
Warner Bros. Distributing Corp., $4,146; 
Warner Bros. Theatre, $585 employ- 
ment tax; Warner Bros. of Wisconsin, 
$21,114; Warner Bros. Theatres. of 
Pennsylvania, $839 employment tax: 
Harry Warner, $819; 
$1,059. 
Other New York returns: 
Oscar Homolka, $1,717; 
Laboratories, Inc., $1,007; Advanced 
Music Corp., $809 plus $2,974 excess 
profits; American Theatre Society, 
$3,700; Harry and Bernice Antrim, $792: 
Auditorium Conditioning Co. (Lemuel 
Skidmore), $4,395; AVCO (including 
radio station subsidiaries), $13,364 plus 
$11,619 excess profits; Phil Baker, $1,316: 
George Balanchine, $1,523; 
Bankhead, $2,607; Bruce Barton, $893; 
Count Basie, $4,556; Jacques and 
Yvonne Chevalier Belasco, $1,305; 
Irving Berlin, Inc., $9,217 excess profits; 
Nathan Burstein, $4,920; Jack Bittner, 
$560; Sidney and Suzanne K. Blackmer, 
$3,301; Elijah Brien (c/o Eagle Lion), 
$571; Broadcast Music, Inc., $1,127 excess 
profits; Gerardo Brugnun (c/o Lecuona 
Cuban Boys, Inc.), $1,441; Yul Bryn- 
ner, $1,071; Buffalo Theatre, Inc., $1,252 
employment tax; Igor Cassini, $768; 
Cellofilm Corp., $2,807 excess profits: 
Century Music Publishing, $620 em- 
ployment tax; Cine Theatre, Inc., $922 
employment tax; Constance Collier, 
$1,480; Irving Collins (c/o Station 


Ace Film 


$10,319 ex- 
Panoramic Radio Corp., 
Prima, 
$9,508; Leon Prima, $2,593, and Made- 
Develop- 
ment Research Corp., $3,103 plus $54,164 
Stanley Co. of Ameri- 


$680 


J. Meyer Schine, $568; United De- 
troit Theatres Corp., $4,014 employ- 
ment tax; Ernest Truex, $2,511; Gloria 
Swanson, $1,674; Universal Picture 
Corp. of Mexico, $2,660; Universal 
Picture Corp. of North Africa, $1,271; 
Waybro Picture Corp., $1,306 excess 
| prefits; Kathleen Winsor, $1,142; Ed 
| Wynn $5,548. 

Following are miscellaneous refunds: 


' Interstate Circuit of Texas, $68,071 


excess profits; Henry L. Balaban, 
Chicago, $12,343; Balaban & Katz Corp., 
Chicago, $5,107 employment tax; 


Leominster Allied Theatre Corp., of 
Keene, N. H., $841; Maine Theatres 


Butterfield Michigan Theatre Co., $1,345 
excess profits; R. B. Wilby (North 
Carolina) $1,345; Fred W. Ricketson, 
Jr.. $39,748; Tri-State Theatre Corp., 
$3,660 employment tax; Newport News 
Theatre Co., Inc. (Norfolk, Va.), 
$5,390: New Theatre, Inc., Portsmouth, 
Va., $12,790 excess profits: Alliance 
Theatre Corp., Chicago, 
lawn Amus. Co. (D. C.), $2,766 ex- 
cess profits; Elmer D. Rhoden $12,634: 


Tallulah Commonwealth Lawrence Corp., $11,297 film 


exeess profits; Commonwealth Sercy 
Theatre Corp., $1,202 excess profits; 
Hopkins Theatres, Inc., of Wilmington, 
$15,526. 





Sues Dale Evans, Rep. 
Hollywood, March 1. 
Louis Lewyn has filed $330,000 
damage suit against Dale Evans 
and Republic. 
Producer charged actress prom- 
ised last Aug. 15 to appear in a 
series of westerns for him but that 
Rep induced her to remain in series 


$1,422; Kon-) 


$3,109; Fair- | 


‘from numerical insufficiency, it 
earns few holdovers or any kind 
| of extended playing time. 





in Prague, | 





—————- 


Devil's Daughter 
he finally has a show-down with 
the doctor, with the physician 
coming off first best. 
Another novel twist is that of 


war with the world. This off-shoot 





'of hand as the director has laid 
/too much emphasis on this young 
miss aS a bad character. And the 
'sudden switch of the gal, from 
| hating the millionaire, into falling 
| madly in love with him when she 
| learns his true identity as a bank 
| robber is not done so convincingly. 
| Despite this obvious weakness, 
the story as a whole is exciting and 
well-knit. Smart direction § by 
Maurice Saurel is further height- 
ened by the superb performances 
,of Pierre Fresnay and Fernand 
|'Ledoux. Former as the daring 
‘robber turned philanthropist does 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


rs 




















oT 


}establishment of character than 


having the robber strive to reform | 
the village’s bad girl, a femme at) 


to the main plot at times gets out | 


can be expected in subsequent 
entries, but this doesn’t slow the 
pace too much. 

There are a lot of scenes of 
jungle animals worked into the 
feature and, with the exception of 
a few duplications of clips, it's a 
good job of splicing that will ip. 
terest both juves and adults. Use 
of sepia tint also is an added value 
in displaying African setting, both 
studio and actual. 

Ford Beebe’s direction keeps the 
melodramatics well in hand in 
telling of a father-daughter team 
of photographers who trek to the 
jungle, encounter a teenage boy 
who has been raised among the 
wild jungle life. Plot keeps moving 
as the girl gets lost, is taken under 
Bomba’s wing and then brought 
back to her friends in a windup 


| that rings in a locust plague, a lion 


the role up brown, while Ledoux, | 


as the medico, virtually thefts the 
picture. Andree Clement, as the 
| devil’s daughter, furnishes a new 
/and entirely different screen type, 
| turning in one of the most vivid 
femme portrayals to come from 
France in some time. 

Remarkably strong supporting 
cast is headed by Therese Dorny 
and Serge Andreguy. Armand 
| Thirard’s camera work is topflight, 
being especially fine in the dra- 


' Smoki 


hunt and jungle fire to keep the 
thrills for a young audience always 
on tap. 

Peggy Ann Garner works well 
with Sheffield and latter has con- 
siderable heft for his age, fitting 
perfectly into the character de- 
mands. Onslow Stevens, the father; 
Charles Irwin, game warden, and 
Whitfield and Martin Wil- 
kins, native guides, round out the 
cast. Technical credits in the 


| Mirisch production are all good. 


matic gun fight between the robber | 


and Paris gendarmes and in the 
| wild auto ride with a drunk at 
‘the wheel. Bretonneche’s editing 
|} also is sharp. Wear. 


Ride, Ryder. Ride? 


| Eagle Lion release of Equity 
Thomas) production. Stars Jim Bannon; 
features Don Reynolds, Emmett Lynn, 
Marin Sais. Directed by Lewis D. Collins. 
Screenplay, Paul Franklin based on comic 
strip, “Red Ryder,” by special arrange- 
ment with Stephen Slesinger: camera 
(Cinecolor), Gilbert Warrenton; editor, 
Joe Gluck. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 25, 


*49. Running time, 58 MINS. 
|. ee ee Jim Bannon 
Little Beaver....... Don Kay “Little 
Brown Jug’ Reynolds 
DIS x0! s. 6.4-4.5 eae Emmett Lynn 
Libby Brooks...... re Peggy Steward 
| ee a AAS Gaylord Pendleton 
Keno... hhaniheeaws Jack O’Shea 
RSS cs ere Jean Budinger 
5 'sbx pany abeeekanes Marin Sais 
Sa . Stan Blystone 
Ee Bill Fawcett 
Rr F eee es Billy Hammond 
po. | en I coe eae Edwin Max 


As replacement for the Eddie 
Dean series, Eagle Lion is han- 


(Jerry | 


dling a new crop of oaters based | 


upon the McNaught Syndicate 

strip, “Red Ryder.” Produced by 

Jerry Thomas, who also turned out 
‘the Deans, the Ryder group stacks 
_up as good Saturday matinee prod- 
uct on the basis of the initialer, 
| “Ride, Ryder, Ride!” 


| Juvenile quality of the script, | 


however, obviously limits the film’s 
‘draw to the small fry. But while 
older filmgoers will find the “Ride” 
_plot to naive, loss of this market 
will likely be more than offset by a 


also a big asset. 








Rank Shutdowns 


Continued from page 3 











forward toward further production- 
al savings. 

Tom O’Brien, M.P., and general 
secretary of the National Assn. of 
Theatre and Kinematograph Em- 
ployees, described the shutdown of 
Gainsborough and Shepherds Bush 
as a “tremendous shock” following 
in the wake of other layoffs. He 
also hit hard at industrialists whom 
he termed “most unpatriotic” for 
failing to support British produc- 
tion. 

Indifferences of others, O’Brien 
said, left Rank to carry on the bur- 
den for years and he cannot be 


Jack Warner, Corp. of Boston, $30,533 excess profits; | expected to shoulder the entire re- | 


sponsibility. Meanwhile, the Assn. 
of Cine and Allied Technicians 
general council will consider the 
situation tomorrow night (1). 
While 800 workers reportedly are 
being dismissed, Rank claims only 
| 550 will be affected by the notices. 

It’s been known for some time 
that Rank contemplated stream- 
lining production by concentrating 
-making at Denham and Pine- 


wood. His closure of the Islington | 


Studio in January also marked the 

first: Stage in a new policy. Top 
British producer admitted last year 
that he could carry out a present 
production program of some 40 
films annually at two major studios 
and intimated that he could dis- 
pense with Shepherds Bush and 
Islington without affecting his out- 
put. 

Observers feel Sydney Box’s 
transter from Gainsborough to 
Pinewood at the start of the vear 
to develop Independent Frame as 


WHOM), $968; Columbia Broadcasting opposite her husband, Roy Rogers. especially significant. 


| Ryder, as portrayed by carrot- 


Brog. 


Hidden Danger 
Monogram release of Barney E. Sarecky 
production. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; 
features Raymond Hatton, Max Terhune, 
Directed by Ray ‘Taylor. Screenplay. J, 









Benton Sheney and Elliot Gibbons: cam- 
era, Harry Neumann: editor, John (C, 
Fuller. At New York theatre, N. Y., Feb, 
23, °49. Running time, 54 MINS. 
Johnny...........-..Johnny Mack Brown 
Banty... . Raymond Hatton 
err eee re Max Terhune 
WOEOEIOs 6 cv eccce de ..+.Christine Larson 
Carson .....+00 eee ... Myron Healey 
OS SEPP ... Marshall Reed 
OS Sree ..-Kenne Duncan 
CGUEEE 06.0 o.0'tneebes oe arose Edmund Cobb 
Russell eves Steve Clark 
Clerk ...cccccccgcccees Milburn Morante 
TYISSEL . . nc csecey Carol Henry 
Sanderson.... , Bill Hale 
oe Bob Woodward 
WR ree Boyd “Stockman 
POPE... ccc vavsdotedeecseees Bill Potter 


Another in Monogram’s series of 
Johnny Mack Brown westerns, 
“Hidden Danger” follows the fa- 
miliar pattern of low-budgeted 
oaters, with plenty of gunplay, 
galloping and fisticuffs to satisfy 
the juve amd horse-opera patrons. 

Yarn revolves around the forma- 
tion of an illegitimate Cattlemen’s 
Protective Assn., whose _ leader 
(Myron Healey) has persuaded the 
ranchers to sell their beef to him 
for less money than they would 
get at market. 

Some diversity {s supplied by 
Max Terhune, a ventriloquist, and 
Raymond Hatton, Brown's side- 


_ kick, with a little romantic interest 


| 
pre-sold audience of the. comic’s | 
lensing of Gilbert Warrenton is. 


topped Jim Bannon, is a chaps-_ 


clad Sir Galahad of the plains 
country. He breaks up an at- 
'tempted stagecoach holdup in the 
opening reel and in the ensuing 
footage joins with newspaper pub- 
lisher Peggy Steward in cleaning 
up the town’s crime. 

Although physically a fine choice 
for the title role, Bannon isn’t too 
convincing as an actor. However, 
his fistic prowess seems to more 
than compensate for his lack of 
histrionie finesse. Outlaw leader is 
capably thesped by Edwin 


Max; | 


comic relief is supplied by Emmett. 


Lynn, while others lend okay sup- 
port -under Lewis D. Collins’ 
directions Gilb. 





Bomba, the Jungle Boy 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


Monogram release of Walter Mirisch 
production. Stars Johnny Sheffield, Peggy 
Ann Garner; features Onslow Stevens, 
Charles Irwin, Smoki Whitfield. Martin 
Wilkins. Directed by Ford Beebe. Screen- 


play, Jack DeWitt: adapted from story by | 


Rov Rockwood; camera, William A. Sick- 
ner: editor, Roy Livingston. Previewed 


in Hollywood Feb. 22, ’49. i 
we Mine 49. Running time, 


Bomba 


Joh anew 
Pat Harland ohnny Sheffield 


Peggy Ann Garner 


George Harland.......... Onslow Stevens 
Andy Barnes......., Charles Irwin 
SESS Perera Smoki Whitfield 


SUCEOKS LED he ee aes Martin Wilkins 





“Bomba, the Jungle Boy” is the 
rst of several subjects based on 
Roy Rockwood’s stories which Wal- 
ter Mirisch will produce. Initialer 
has the stuff to interest the juve- 
nile filmgoer and should fare okay 
when marketed to attract the kid- 
die trade. Johnny Sheffield, ex of 
the “Tarzan” films in which he 
played the son, goes it alone as 
“Bomba” and is a neat choice to 
portray the jungle lad. 

_ Film is more plausible projec- 
tion of a jungle adventure story 
than usually encountered in such 
subjects. Because it is the first, 
ithere’s more footage devoted to 


injected via Christine Larson and 
Marshall Reed. 

Direction, production and cam- 
era work are all standard. 


Rozina the Love-Child 
(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN) 


Verity Films release of Czechoslovak 
State Film Monopoly production. Stars 
Marie Glazrova. Directed by Otakar 
Vavra. Screenplay by Vaclav Rezac from 
story by Vavra. At Ambassador, N. Y¥» 
starting Feb. 25, 49. Running time, 100 
MINS. 








Father Anthony... _ Zdenek Stepanek 
rrr er ee Marie Glazrova 
Fe TROTE ini cc tecsees Francis Kreuzman 
, Serre ree .. Ladislav Bohae 
Potmenbily ....2%s soeceseies Jan Pivec 
Jofin Kovar..........++.: Gusiav Hilmar 
Brother Bartolo.......... Sasa —* 
Father Boniface.........-- Atonin Sole 
errr errr rs Lola Srbkova 
ee eee ee eee Zdenka Baldova 
(In Czech: English titles) 


This is described in the credits 
as a historical play. Unfortunately 
Otakar Vavra, who wrote the orig- 
inal story and directed, apparently 
was overwhelmed by this fact an 


has turned out a strange. € — 
some pot-pourri. Not even a a, 
impetuous performance by Mar! 


Glazrova can save it from being 4 
slovenly presentation of a tragi¢ 
story. Looks a mild entry even for 
foreign-language spots. y 
Chief drawback is that much ex 
traneous matter has been allowee 
to seep in. Opening reels are con 
sumed in ponderous building UP 
of characters, many of which mean 
little to the main story, and : 
mounting the background. Plot - 
volves about a 17th Century tra : 
edy. This legend about a — 
ling who is finally slain by - 
youthful Italian iover is largely 
done with a heavy hand. riss 
The fiery performance of Miss 
Glazrova is wasted in this produt 
tion. Stepanek makes the Ab r 
of the St. Agnes monastery nt 
stately and then very earthy, nef 
is so much better than the ot 
characters he seems excellent. 


This effort of the Czechoslovak 
State Film Monopoly rates a 
routine costume picture as jue oe 
by American standards. Bombas 
acting, faulty makeup, jerky soby 
tinuity and uneven pee 


are among its flaws. 
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REDBOOK 


10th Annual Rdien Mauve Award Winner 


“COMMAND DECISION” 
the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


with Clark Gable, Walter Pidgeon, Van. Johnson, Edward Arnold, 
John Hodiak, Brian Donlevy and Charles Bickford 


tfried Reinhardt and Sam Wood, who directed the film, 


Produced by Sidney Franklin in collaboration with Got 
Presentation on Screen Guild Players radio program Thursday, March 3rd (NBC, 10 P. M. EST) 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK | 


Lawrence Greib resigned his 
post as general manager for City 
Entertainment Co. (Astor, Victoria 
and Bijou, N. Y.). Will vacation 
in Florida and announce his plans 
later. 

Metro’s European junket for a 
party of sales staffers, announced 
during the company’s studio meet- 
ings by distrib veepee William F. 
Rodgers, has been expanded to 12 
to add a field salesman and ex- 
ploiteer. The trip, intended partly 
to familiarize the junketers with 
international film problems and 
partly as a reward for sales cam- 
paign efforts, has now been defi- 
nitely slated to start Oct. 21. First 

ort of call is Naples with Rome, 

aris and London on the itinerary. 
Selections will be made by a special 
committee named by Rodgers. Ten 
of those going will be drawn from 
M-G’s branch, district and division 
managers. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesotu Amus. Co. tilted ad- 
missions 5-10c. at Aberdeen, S.D., 





and Grand Forks, N. D., to test 
public reaction before boosting 
along the line. 

Howard Greenstein, Universal 


salesman, back on job after being 
laid up for six weeks after major 
operation. 

While admission prices are drop- 
ping at many houses, Minnesota 
Amus, Co. is planning a general 
admission boost for most of its 
theatres. It would be the first tilt 
in several years and is designed to 
offset rising operating costs. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
out of hospital and will soon be 
back on job. 

LeRoy Smith, Metro salesman, 
transferred back here from Mil- 
waukee. 

After laying off product for more 
than six months, Theatre Associ- 
ates, biggest local non-profit buying 
and booking combine, has made 
deal with Metro. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
still in hospital from operation. 

Independent Theatres Associa- 
tion, another large non-profit buy- 
ing pool here, which has been re- 
fusing to buy Paramount, inked 





Film Row 


“Paleface” contracts for some of 
members. 

Eddie Ruben, circuit owner, and 
his wife off to Europe. 





and Hawaii. 


Ted Mann and George Gran- 


strom, circuit owners, spending 
month in Honolulu. 
Since her theatre banned the 


sale and eating of popcorn by pa-.| 


trons several weeks ago, patronage 
has jumped 20%, says Mrs. J. L. 
Jensen, owner of the Avalon, at 
White Bear near here. 

Duke Hickey, MPAA field coor- 
dinator of community relations di- 
vision, here on survey. 

Bill Soper, Paramount booking 
manager, laid up with mumps. 


Aaron Rosen resigned from Par- | 


amount booking staff to become 
Monogram salesman. 
George Granstrom and Ted 


: j ircuit owners, | : , 
|Mann, independent ! | Leo Gottlieb, former U city sales- 


back from Hawaiian vacations. 

Bill Volk, independent circuit 
owner, returned from a Florida va- 
cation. 

Preem of “Red Shoes” roadshow 
date at World for crippled chil- 
dren’s benefit a sell-out. 

Completely remodeled Ritz, nabe 
house, reopened with “One Sunday 
Afternoon.” 


BUFFALO 


Loew’s which acquires the down- 
town Buffalo and Teck as well as 
neighborhood Kensington, Elm- 
wood, Lackawanna, North Park 
and Bellevue at Niagara Falls will 
retain the Shea name in connec- 
tion with the title of the houses. 
Par which takes the other houses, 


Lakes, Hipp, Seneca, Niagara and | 
Kensington starting March 1 when | 
Par takes over these theatres. Re-| 
maining Shea houses go to Loew. 


PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh Lodge No. 31, Colos- 








'seum of Picture Salesmen, named 


Ben Friedman. chain owner, va- | Thorpe, vice-president. 


cationing with wife in California | 


Carl Reardon president; and Jim 


will handle publicity for the Great bani of the hospital and back in his 


northern Missouri territory. 

Durwood circuit is sending Tom 
Wolf to Leavenworth, Kans., as 
Lyceum and assistant city manager. 
Wolf hasbeen manager of Roxy 
here; Earl Brown, in from Coast, 
replaces him. © 


DETROIT 





Bob Green resigned as Film 
Classics booker and may join a the- 
atre circuit in New Jersey. 

Donald Chabin, former Screen 
Guild salesman in Washington, 
joined Film Classics sales force 
here. 

William Skirball, owner of Barry, 
to remodel his house. 

Quiet boosting of admission 
scales at all downtown firstruns has 
been accomplished by the Theatre 
Managers Assn. In order to at- 
tract little attention, increase be- 
gan couple of months ago at one 
spot. 

B. E. Gore, who operated a the- 
atre in Wheeling several years ago, 
|sentenced to 12 months in jail for 
exhibiting “Valley of Nudists” at 
| Hanger theatre, Atlanta, Ga. 


‘man in Cleveland, named head of 
|Film Classics exchange here. 
| 


| DALLAS 


| Johnny Sparks named manager 


|of Ideal in Ft. Worth. L. N. Crim |} 


owns the house. 
| Ed Hale, formerly with Inter- 
| state Theatres, named manager of 
| Fredericksburg Road drive-in at 
San Antonio, which is operated by 
Claude Ezell & Associates. 

The Rio at Rockport closed for 
facelifting. 


| 


| KANSAS CITY 


| -Bill setting up regulations for 
seats and aisles and other building 
intro- 


| 


|qualifications for theatres 


American’ Brotherhood’ week, 
celebrated in 500 picture houses 
of Michigan. Co-chairmen were 
Earl J. Hudson and Joe Uvick. 

W. S. Butterfield circuit dropped 
plans far new Grand Rapids thea- 
tre and drive-in because of high 
construction costs. 

Charles J. Meril and Paul Threm 
joined Sams Co., theatre brokers. 

H. R. Stevens is manager of new 
Dexter, Dexter, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Campis, 
Priscilla Theatre, secured a settle- 
ment of their arbitration case, giv- 
ing them clearance of 9 to 10 days 
after availability dates of the East 
Side, and, 16 days after Rialto 
playdates. 

Douglass Mitmesser bought the 
Strand in Coldwater from Homer 
Cox. 

Krim_ Bros. expect the new 
Metropolitan here to be completed 
in about 30 days. A neighborhood 
house, it will be used for longruns 
on foreign and arty films, with 
American product booked where 
available. 


CHARLOTTE 


McCarthy, southern divi- 
manager for Universal, here 


F. J. 
sion 


to confer with Jimmy Greenleaf, | 


branch manager. 

| Bill Briggs, United Artists 
booker, given stag party at Hotel 
Charlotte, prior to his marriage. 


Norman Jackter, salesman for 
Columbia, to be transferred to 
| Washington, D. C., branch in same 
| capacity; will be succeeded by Bill 
Henderson, formerly with 20th- 


plans to change the Lakes title to duced in the Missouri legislature at | Fox and SRO. 


Paramount and will hold a re-nam- 
ing contest for the Hipp. 

Park at Orchard Park, Buffalo 
suburb, sold by William Brett to 


Sylvester Graff, former operator | 


of the Angola, at Angola. Brett 
continues as head of Sky-Ways 
drive-in at Athol Springs. 

Charles B. Taylor, head of Shea- 
Par-Loew Circuit’s publicity de- 


| Jefferson City. Measure was in- 
|troduced by Floyd R. Gibson, Jack- 
son County senator, and reportedly 
has. the backing of exhibitors. 
Measure would be a replacement 


MEMPHIS 


Bob Bowers, Metro rep here, 
named manager of recently organ- 


‘for the statutes now on the books | ized Allied Indie Theatre Owners 


land felt to be outmoded. 


Doug Burrill, publicity rep for | 


|Durwood circuit, left the company 
ito be ad-publicity assistant for Sin- 


partment for the last 22 years, be-|clair Coal Co. Tom Cawley, Rovy 


comes 


director of publicity for | publicist here, takes over Burrill’s 


Buffalo Paramount theatres under | duties. 
Taylor ! 


the new Par-Loew split. 
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NY 


Bill Adams, Columbia salesman, 


of Mid-South, Inc. 


|tees off with new policy here by 
giving patrons sneak previews. 

| Indie theatre owners will con- 
verge on Memphis for preem meet- 
ing of new organization set for 
Chisea Hotel. 








CLAUDETTE COLBERT as she plays opposite FRED MacMURRAY in “FAMILY HONEYMOON” 
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ANOTHER 
FINE PRODUCT OF 


LEVER BROTHERS COMPANY 


PM A LUX 





Here’s a proved complexion care: in 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin 
specialists, actually 3 out of 4 complex- 
ions became lovelier in a short time! 
“I smooth the creamy, fragrant lather 
well in,” says Claudette Colbert. “As 
I rinse and then pat with a soft towel 
to dry, my skin is softer, smoother.” 
Try the generous new bath size cake, 
too—so fragrant, luxurious! 
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James McCarthy, WB manager, | 












Pix Bally 


Continued from page 5 ——! 





| stars as Colleen Townsend, who igs 
/out plugging her “Chicken Every 
Sunday.” In addition, 20th plans 
to handle each film as a separate 
|unit, staying with it from its first 
‘run key city engagements right 
|through to the fourth and fifth 
runs. Company, for instance, is stjj] 
ballyhooing ‘Snake Pit” with ful] 
strength, despite the picture's hay. 
ing been in circulation since No- 
vember. 

Taking a leaf directly from the 
oldtime exploitation book, 20th js 
now polling colleges throughout 





the country to determine which 
has the prettiest co-eds. Sixteen 
schools winning the award wil] 


have special preem performances 
of the company’s upcoming ‘“Moth- 
er Is a Freshman.” In addition, the 
winning girl at each school wil] 
compete for a week’s vacation in 
Hollywood as “Miss All-American 
Freshman” and will be screen- 
tested if 20th production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck thinks she has 
posibilities. “Freshman” stunt has 
already paid off publicity-wise, 
with the competition among the 
various schools getting plenty of 
space in the neighboring key cities, 
Hypoed activity of the 20th exploi- 
tation department is attributed 
mainly to veepee Charles Einfeld, 
who joined the company Feb. 1. 

In line with the new ballyhoo 
emphasis, the Broadway Assn. yes- 
terday (Tues.) awarded special 
plaques to 20th-Fox and the Rivoli, 
N. Y., to honor the fifth month of 
“Snake Pit” at the house. Assn, 
prez Robert C. Christenberry hand- 
ed the awards to Rivoli manager 
Monte Salmon and 20th star Rich- 
ard Conte, repping Zanuck. Other 
'20th stars attending, which em- 
phasizes Einfeld’s stress on getting 
the name talent out to rub shoul- 
ders with the public, were Glenn 
Langan, Jesse Royce Landis and 
Natalie Schafer. 





John Joseph’s Drumbeating 


Hollywood, March 1. 

John Joseph, newly-named aide 
to Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub 
veepee, will spend two weeks on 
the Metro lot looking at new prod- 
uct before going to New York. 
While in Gotham, Joseph will take 
up a month working out campaigns 
for forthcoming pix. 

Former Universal ad-pub chief 
has been given authority to plug 
localized drumbeating drives in 
key cities whenever M-G product 
is opening in the town. His hq. 
will be on the Culver City lot. 











Settlement Better 








Continued from page 4 


emceed the affair at which Bala- 
ban and Reagan were the sole 
speakers. Balaban said he “under- 
stood” that Reagan was going into 
exhibition. “We came to a point 
where we all had to decide which 
way we were going,” Balaban said, 
touching on both the decree and 
Reagan’s future career. 

The film industry’s economic 
structure is sounder than it has 
been in a long time and is headed 
in the right direction, Par’s prez 
stated. He added that he was 
“hopeful” that Par’s stockholders 
would agree that the peace pact 1s 
in the best interests of the com- 
pany. 

Advantages of the peace treaty 
were also taken up in a later state- 
ment which Balaban made in an- 
nouncing the agreement Friday 
(25). “It opens’ the way to one of 
the most constructive moves in the 
history of the corporation,” topper 
declared. “It will leave the new 
theatre company with a large, well 
|selected and thoroughly soun 
theatre circuit. In my view, it wil 
be a strong, prosperous enterprise. 

“The new picture company will 
be a leader in the field of motion 
picture production - distribution 
_with excellent studio facilities an 
an unexcelled worldwide distribu- 
tion organization,” Balaban added. 
“Both companies will be strongly 
equipped in manpower and finan 
cial resources to carry on success: 
fully in their respective fields of 
activity.” 

Settlement was also hailed by 
U. S. Attorney General Tom Clark, 
who sees it as a step towards re- 
storing competition in the indus- 





try. Desire of the Government 1S 
“to encourage and not to retard the 
development and orderly operation 
of the motion picture 


| Clark said. 
meen 


industry, 
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20th, RKO Expand 16m Distrib — 
In Both U.S. and Foreign Markets 


Majors’ activities in the 16m, serving as the kickoff, foreign-wise, 
distribution field, after simmering! for 20th. Company is now con- 
for many months, 


Col, 





Par Studio Meet 


L——s Continued from page 5 








| 


year. The emphasis will be on) 
more pix for the same outlay. Since 
the company has a_ substantial | 
backlog, the bigger turnout -of| 


See Gerard in U Spot 


Phil Gerard is understood likely 
to be named eastern publicity 
manager of Universal this week to 
replace Al Horwits, who is being 
shifted to chief flack at the studio. 
Appointment will be made during 
the current visit to New York of 
David Lipton, Coast pub-ad chief, 


are suddenly | ducting a survey of other overseas f)ms will go into geared-up re-|who is confabbing with Maurice 


getting hot again. Expansion of|markets to determine the right ),.<ing. Previously, Par has been| Bergman, his opposite number in 


operations, both domestically and, sectors to get its narrow-gauge 
in foreign countries, are being! program working. Meanwhile, 
pushed by a number of the big | domestically, same major has been 
companies. Some of the action| testing 16m possibilities in Texas 
taken has been in the realm of the | and is expected to branch out from 
hush-hush. Now the wraps are ap-| that point. 
parently off. | Metro is also gradually spreading 
After pulling out of narrow-|its activities. Latest move-in is 
gauge distribution on theatrical | Alaska, where the company will 
dates some 18 months ago, Colum-'| distribute the lesser-gauge product 
bia is now swinging into action | in fishing villages and other locales 
again. Its product has been turned | where no theatres are located. No, 
over to Screen Gems, Inc., new| move toward either domestic or) 
wholly-owned subsid, set up for) Canadian distribution, however, is | 
handling of Columbia 16m prints. envisaged. | 
First of two packages—consisting| With 20th entering the foreign | 
of three A’s, eight westerns and| field, every major now is slotting 
four series features .of the|16m prints to outlets overseas. 
“Blondie” and “Boston Blackie” | Domestically, Columbia joins Uni- 
genre—is already being handled by | versal (through its subsid, United | 
Screen Gems. Other package, World Films), RKO and 20th in| 
similarly stocked, will complete the | peddling narrow-gauge product. | 
year’s delivery. 





unfolding 18 or so films annually. 


The ¢onfab, which continues 
through the week, is an all-out ap-| 
pearance of the company’s top’ 
execs. Heading the h.o. contingent 
is Barney Balaban, Par’s prez, and 
Adolph Zukor, board chairman. 
Henry Ginsberg and Y. Frank 
Freeman, two top studio execs, 
lead the studio brigade. | 


Also on the scene from the east | 
are George Weltner, foreign dept. 
chief; Schwalberg with all his di- 
visional and dept. heads; Paul Rai- 


bourn, veepee; Stanley Shuford, ad | 
manager; Ben Washer, eastern pub- | But with thé 
Holman, |the companies have given exhib- 


licity director; Russell 
eastern studio rep; and William 
Danziger, exploitation head. Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of 


America’s president, addressed the | 


the east. Lipton, who arrived Mon- 
day (28), is expected to remain in 
N. Y. about a week. 

Gerard moved to. U about 10 
months ago from Metro. He has 
been handling special 
assignments as aide to Horwits. 
Horwits goes to the Coast March 11 
to take over permanently there. 
His family will follow him out in 
June. 








Outbid Exhibs 


publicity | 


—— 


Hawks Will Complete 
. Bride’ on Coast; Grant, 
Ann Sheridan Ill 


Temporarily halted by the ijl. 
nesses of Cary Grant and Ann 


Sheridan, “I Was a Male War 
Bride” will probably roll again on 
| the 20th-Fox lot in April, according 
| to the film’s director, Howard 
| Hawks, who arrived in New York 
| Friday (25) on the Queen Mary. 
However, resumption of shooting 
waits on the return of the picture's 
| cast and staff from Europe. 


When “Bride” is finally in the 
can Hawks revealed that he’ll pro- 
duce and direct a film version of 
Ernest Hemingway’s “‘The Sun Also 
Rises.” He said that he has held 
‘the rights to the book for some 
_ time and expects to start shooting 
| this summer. Although his “Red 
River” was grooved through United 

















| Artists, he declared that his policy 





Continued from page 5 


that in mind, several of 


itors credit on a winning bid where 


the picture did not return them | 


the amount of the bid. 
Exhibitors declared that, if they 


| on “Sun” would be to complete 


it first, then look for a distributor, 
| 


| 200G Nut For ‘Bride’ 
| 





London, March 1. 
“TI Was a Male War Bride” was 


transferred to Hollywood after 


Columbia subsid will not deal yy | Waesemesnint ; — ; : ( 

irec i Tee | group tonight (Tues.) are forced to bid for product, they | more than $200,000 in salaries were 
paises A ‘“~ —_— — P Bere: | U SEES BLACK INK IN at the studio commissary. |should at least have the oppor- | paid to British labor from unremit- 
= i naereerial teas Specific | SECOND UARTER OF "49 The Paramount consent decree| tunity of ascertaining what bid/table sterling under the terms of 
clause in contract. prohibits | reversed Balaban’s personal plans| beat them out. Getting a chance | jast year’s Anglo-U. S. industry 


licensing in competition to regular 
35m houses. 

RKO 
more intensive exploitation of the /into the black in the second quar- 
narrow-gauge field. Company this|ter of fiscal °49. That quarter, 


red-ink column, Universal’s execs 


After a 12-month stretch in the |°f “yielding some of the burden 


’ 


of responsibility to others,’ Par’s 


is also moving towards expect the company to climb back | Prez told company execs in an 


opening day talk. “I looked for- 
ward to the time when I could be 


to scan the winning offer once in a 
while, they claim, might give them 
|some idea of how high they must 
|go when subsequent pictures are 
| offered for sale. Moreover, ac- 


|agreement. This assertion was 
made in the House of Commons 
last night by Harold Wilson, presi- 
| dent of the Board of Trade, in re- 
sponse to a query made by a Mem- 


week closed a deal with Sovereign | which began Feb. 1, is synchro. | Felieved of the daily pressures and | cording to the exhibitors, with bids | ber of Parliament. 


Film Distributors, which hands the | nized with the release of a group 
Jatter a franchise on 44 features| of U’s new economy-tailored prod- 
and certain shorts in Canada. Sov- |uct including “Family Honeymoon,” 
ereign will snare exclusive distri- | “Life of Riley” and “City Across 
bution of all RKO 16m product in | the River.” While the net will not 
the Dominion when contracts with | be large, it would be the first 13- | 
other distribs now in effect expire. | week period since May 30, 1948, 
Mushrooming of foreign activi-| that the company will show a gain 
ties is also under way. After hold-| rather than loss. 
ing off since the end of the war,; U’s domestic rentals are cur-| 
20th-Fox has closed a deal with|rently running ahead approxi- 
Ron Harris Co. for distribution of | mately $80,000 weekly better than 
its product in 16m size in Britain.| during the comparative period of 
As a starter, outfit is reportedly | last year. For the first 15 weeks of 
getting a group of 30 films. Pact is) fiscal ’49 (beginning Nov. 1, 1948), 
similar to the one which 20th had | company garnered $1,000,000 more 
for a number of years domestically | than the same ’48 fiscal period in 
with Films, Inc. Understood most! home rentals. However, the im- 
of the bookings by the Harris out-| provement is partly cancelled out 
fit will be non-theatrical. by a drop of U’s foreign remit- 
New English deal is purportedly tances along with that of other 
7 | majors. 
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= , which have yet to be publicized, 

eW or ealres | will show a loss of approximately 
$1,000,000, it is understood. The 
main reason for the added crim- 
son touch is the continued amor- 
tization of old and expensive prod- 
uct turned out before the studio 
slashed its production nut. How- 


ever, the company will have prac- 
tically cleaned up on writeoffs in 
this teeoff quarter. 

U showed a loss of $3,162,812 in 
48 after it came up with a net 
profit of $232,866 in the first six 
months. 


verian INGRID 4& 


BERGMAN 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR + CAST OF THOUSANDS 


in one FERRER - FRANCIS L SULLIVAN + J. CARROL NAISH + WARD 
SHEPPERD ST! + HURD HATFIELD + GENE L + sOun 
GEORGE COULOURIS « JOHN IRELANO end CECI KELLAWAY 
Let, “Joan of Lorraune’ by MAXWELL ANDERSON 
ene 'W SOT + ort direction by 
RICHARD DAY « direcier of photogrophy JOSEPH VALENTINE, A S.C. 
Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


presented by SIERRA PICTURES, nc. - released by MUO RADIO PICTURES 


{ VICTORIA 
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Fabian Syndicate 


Continued from page 3 g———' 


wanted to dispose only of Chaplin’s 
stock. 


It is understood, however, that 
the deal—if it is ever consummated 
—may not be a simple buy, but 
that both Miss Pickford and Chap- 
lin may stay in under a compli- 
cated arrangement of notes and 
bonds. The Fabfan group would, 











Riehard Lionel Dean 
WIDMARK BARRYMORE STOCKWELL 
‘DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS’ 

A 20th Century-Fox Picture 

On Variety Stage—RUDY VALLEE 


Maurice Rocco - MOREY AMSTERDAM 
BIG ICE SHOW 


| First quarter returns of fiscal ’49, | 








devote myself to longrange plan-| sealed from start to finish, what is | 


ning. But it does not seem to be | to prevent the film companies from 
in the cards. The consent decree | continuing to favor their old cus- 
was something we did not an-| tomers by granting the latter pic- 


ticipate.” 

The new company, Par’s topper | 
said, will have “ample funds to} 
meet the needs and oportunities.” | 
As for product, Henry Ginsberg, | 
studio chief, was authorized late in | 


been the highest? 

Distrib chiefs are keeping the 
bids secret for their own protec- 
tion. They labeled the exhibs’ 
complaint against the system as 
being entirely’ unfounded on the 


1948 to plan the ’49 production pro- | basis that no film company would 


gram for 150 release at the same | take a chance on pulling a stunt 


overall budget as in °48 “provided 
the studio could effect enough sav- 
ings to give us an additional num- 
ber of quality pictures.” 


Any decline in the domestic mar- | 


ket, he said, is only in comparison 
with ‘‘the freak year of 1946.” “Our 
current domestic revenue still is 
| far ahead of the normal years of 
| 1940 and 1941,” Balaban added. 
“Although currency restrictions 
and quotas have cut down our for- 
eign revenues, our world grosses 
in terms of local currencies, are 
still far beyond any goal we dared 
to hope for during the normal years 
before the war.” 


Turning to video, he said: “Para- 
/mount believes television can be 
| used to increase motion picture at- 
| tendance. By our development of 
full screen theatre television and 
the many other facets for promo- 
| tion offered by television, Para- 
|mount, along with other companies, 
_has pioneered in developing this 
|great new medium and promises 
you that in the near future we will 
| utilize it to increase the attrac- 
tiveness of motion picture attend- 
ance. 
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| MPAA Blocks 


| 
Continued from page 3 





Pe . , 

| higher than during any wartime or 
| pre-war period. 

| It is hoped that by continually 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
CLAUDETTE FRED 


COLBERT * MacMURRAY 
“Family Honeymoon”’ 


A Universal-International Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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however, have complete operating Nailing the alleged misstatements, 


control and would eventually have 
total ownership. 


Fabian, in his effort a few years 
_ago to buy UA, was associated with 
| Serge Semenenko, v.p. of the First 
| National Bank of Boston. It could 
‘not be learned this week whether 





| Semenenko is still interested, but 


\it is believed likely. 
Fabian operates a string of the- 


the scriveners and gabbers will be 
forced to lay off the downbeat. Aim 
‘of the industry now is to build up 
| the idea that grosses are really 
| great, although excessive costs may 
have caused a postwar readjust- 
ment in Hollywood before one be- 
came necessary in other businesses. 
| In line with this though, MPAA | 


prexy Eric Johnston has been pub-/ 4 C4Pital gain. 


licly quoting the 844% figure at | 


‘that might get it into still further 


legal entanglements with the Gov- 
‘ernment. Sales execs noted they 
| keep a record of all bids, just in 
case their books are ever sub- 
poened. And they realize fully, 
‘they said, that if they award the 
picture to a bid calling for percent- 
_age terms over one offering a flat 


' rental, they must be able to prove | 


'that the percentage would give 
them the best possible returns. 











Ingrid’s Pic 
Continued from page 2 jaa 


of New York for Rome today 
(Wednesday). He arrived east 
from the Coast Monday (28) after 
three weeks there, working out the 
deal with Miss Bergman and a 
week in New York earlier. He 
will be accompanied to Rome by 
Mrs. Luba Russo, a_ personal 
friend, who came over with him. 
Rudy Solmsen, who repped the Lo- 
pert interests in the deal and ar- 
rived from Italy with Rossellini, 
planed back yesterday. 

Pic, which will be shot on the 
isle of Stromboli, is slated to go 
before the cameras early in April. 
Miss Bergman is due to arrive in 
Rome from Hollywood in about 
three weeks. 

It was reported in New York 
that part of the deal with RKO— 
and one of the reasons dominant 
stockholder Howard Hughes was 
so anxious to consummate it—was 
a commitment by Miss Bergman to 
do two pix in Hollywood for the 
company. Furthermore, it was 
said, that the star, as part of the 
deal, turned over to RKO her 40% 
interest in Sierra Productions, 
which produced “Joan of Arc,” for 
$1,000,000, on which she could take 
There was no con- 
whatsover, however, 








firmation 





atres in the New York area, while 
Gambie owns houses in the mid- 
west and is board chairman of the 
Theatre Owners of America. Cos- 
ton, Warner Bros. theatre exec in 
the midwest, recently became a 
partner of Gamble when the latter 





bought an interest in Standard 

ouncon Theatres, Wisconsin circuit in 

PARAMOUNT <onscwe' |Which Coston was controlling 
stockholder. 











Should the UA deal fail to ma- 
terialize, it is understood that Fa- 
bian, Gamble, Coston and their as- 
sociates are interested in acquir- 
ing some other distributing setup 
to handle the product they want 
to make. They feel that production 
could be 
could almost guarantee the return 
of negative costs out of their own 
coos» (theatres alone. 


BARRYL F. ZANELK presents 
DLIVIA de HAVILLAND 


the Snake Pit 


FPIVOL! 





‘every opportunity. Press widely | from any of the interested parties. 
pe venoge = pros a ve bullish eee = on ' — — 
story on the state of the i , vertheless, from 
that came out of the pon wer ps | the fact that the company sent its 
fabs Johnston and his staff are | Sareea chief, Wladimir Lissim, 
holding at the studios in Ray | to hw! in New York, 
wood. | oast to sit in. 

The 812% figure is the first such | While in Hollywood, Rossellini 
| seeomnite on income that has ever | Signed a pact with Music Corp. 
' been released by the MPAA. 
results from a campaign by its, Wasserman, MCA prexy, repped 


flacks to get the Association to un- Miss Bergman in the deal. It is| 


leash some data with which they understood the agency advanced 
can strike back at the offish biz in-| the Italian producer-director a sum 
nuendo. In the past the MPAA of money against future earnings 
either has not had statistics avail-| when he signed the agreement. 

— - ae classified them as con-| Miss Bergman’s deal reportedly 
ladential. 


pany prexies in Florida last month, for preparation and a week for re- 
although. statistical material ayail-|takes.. After that she is to: get 
able is still very limited. ' 1 $17,500 weekly. 


It of America to represent him. Lew | 


Reverse tack was de- calls for her to get the $175,000 | 
profitable, since they decided upon at a meeting of com- for 10 weeks’ work, plus a week | 


Unforeseeable and unavoidable 
| difficulties, Wilson declared, made 
“Bride’s” switch necessary three 
| weeks before its completion date. 





| tures on a bid that might not have | However, he noted that 20th-Fox 


|is starting its next British picture 
on location in April prior to shoot- 
ling interiors at Sir Alexander 
| Korda’s Shepperton studio. 





U’s ‘Francis’ for O’C 

Universal has purchased the film 
rights to “Francis,” novel au- 
|thored by David Sterh, and will 
| star Donald O’Connor in the pic. 
| Stern was formerly dramatic critic 
|for the Philadelphia Record, news- 
| paper which his father, J. David 
| Stern, published for a number of 
years. 

“Francis” will be produced by 
| Robert Arthur and directed by Ar- 
thur Lubin. It goes before the 
' cameras within the next 60 days. 





SYD GROSS’ FC SPOT 


Sydney Gross has been named 
pub-ad director of Film Classics, 
replacing Al Zimbalist, resigned. 

Stephen Strassberg, formerly 


with Republic, has joined FC as 
Gross’ assistant. 















Cagney’s Indies 


will include “White Heat,” an origi- 
nal story by Virginia Kellogg; ‘‘The 
West Point Story,” a musical with 
the Military Academy background; 
and a third film to be selected later. 
Both the releasing and starring 
deals were handled by Bill Cagney. 
Cagneys now own five properties. 
They are “A Lion Is in the 
Streets,” Only the Valiant,’ “The 
Stray Lamb,” “Bugles in the After- 
noon” and “Too Many Boats.” They 
ankled the Warner lot in 1942 
after Cagney had starred in a long 
line of pix which ended with 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy.” 


Alusays - 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in Los Angeles 


500 Modern Rooms 
with bath and radio 


“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O- 
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TRAMMELL DELIVERS AT 


Nielsen's Top 20 


(Jan. 16-22) 

Cur. Prev. Cur. Points 
Rank Rank Program Rating Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre............. 36.0 +1.4 
2 3 Fibber & Molly............. ose Soe +0.4 
3 2 Jack Benny ... ceceecccscces 200 —29 
4 4 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts........ 28.0 +-1.2 
5 6 Sa 26.4 +0.5 
6 5 eS ee 25.9 —1.1 
7 7 Pt CY ie 6ceeeceeeeekss 25.3 —1.1 
8 8 Bob Hope ... Seer errr: —0.2 
9 80 ee PE sb tccceasoawes 24.8 +5.6 
10 12 BEEN BMMOEO oc ciccsccscecs 24.1 +1.0 
11 15 Oe I ec ow cre aia lagiecarc@usacg 23.8 + 0.7 
12 11 Mr. District Attorney .......... 23.6 +0.7 
13 26 FBI In Peace and War.......... 23.3 +2.2 
14 20 i Sn... ss sbocenneeen 22.8 +1.8 
15 37 co a ren 22.4 +3.7 
16 33 Par, OG Bars. North... .ccsscccas 22.4 +2.1 
17 13 PUY © UAVOTH ... ccccscocceces 222 +0.2 
18 16 PT rr ree 22.0 + 0.4 
19 14 Peepe Are FUNNY ....20cscccr< 21.4 —0.8 
20 25 IE cok cons. 5 $2k sh Scary 9 Keren ciy aire 21.4 —0.2 
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CRUCIAL MEETIN 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Chicago, March 1. 

Niles Trammell, president of 
NBC, won probably his greatest | 
personal triumph in broadcasting 
yesterday (Mon.) as the entire af- 
filiate membership, called into 
emergency session here, gave him 
and the network a complete vote of 
confidence and unanimously en- 
dorsed his “Operations: 1949.” 


If any of the boys were expect- | 
ing fireworks or serious defections | 
from the network in the wake of | 
the CBS succession of talent raids. 
they were doomed to disappoint- 
ment. It was Trammell’s show, and 
he won hands down. 

In one simple resolution behind 

doors, the NBC affiliates 


tw 


Royal s Die For Dear Old NBC’ Talk  gok Wabi the pettaen dee the fu- | 


ture which Trammell and his key 
associates had presented to them 


modus operandi set forth by NBC: 


Peps Up Web's Affiliate Powwow ‘nsiein 'sctinct's iss 


Chicago, March 1. 

It remained for NBC veepee 
John Royal.to give the crucial af- 
filiate powwow the old collegiate 
rah-rah spirit that really had the 
boys happy about their identifica- 
tion with the NBC chimes. 

Royal, who figured in the round- 
robin of NBC presentations to the 


affiliates, actually had them yelling | 


and applauding like school kids, 
particularly in his dramatic wind- 


up, as he “sold NBC” to the sta- | 


tion operators with the same flair 
for maximum showmanship that 
made him one of the pioneer indus- 
try programmers. 

It was as though Royal had sized 
up the situation, sensed what they 
wanted to hear, and then let them 
have it with both barrels. 

Royal harked back to the days 
when, in order to keep Jack Benny 
happy, NBC had to give him the 
Sunday at 7 period, thus establish- 
ing a precedent. 
elaborate Hollywood shindig to cli- 
max the occasion and to mark 
Benny’s 10th anni with the web, and 
of the ominous note on which the 
banquet ended, when word spread 


Fibber & Molly passing him for the 
lead. (Benny has_ subsequently 
moved over to CBS.) 

“And today,” concluded Royal, 
“the Hoopers reached me. Again 
the mighty Benny has fallen into 
the No. 2 spot. Fibber & Molly 
have passed them.” 


Jolson ‘Preems 


NBC's Tape Era 


Al Jolson gets first crack at 
tape-recording an NBC show, now 
that the network's transcription 
ban has been permanently lifted. 
Although NBC’s recording equip- 
ment has been at the disposal of 





web personalities for the past cou- | 


ple of weeks, Jolson is the first to 
“break the-tape” and his March 10 
“Kraft Music Hall” will be an all- 
Wax job. 

Jolson will transcribe the show 
today (2) on the Coast, with Jimmy 
Durante in the guest shot slot. 

Client and agency (J. Walter 
Thompson) gave Jolson the go- 
ahead last week. 

Jolson will do his Thursday (3) 
airing with guestar Dorothy Kirsten 
live, but remaining shows in Hol- 
lywood will get the Ampex treat- 
ment. Jolson takes the show to 
New York in April for three or 
four broadcasts, but whether 
they'll be taped depends on NBC 
peving the facilities installed by 

en. 


‘Cisco Kid’s’ Midwest Spread 
. Chicago, March 1. 
“Cisco Kid” started three-a-week 
series over WGN Mon. (28) and 
eight other midwest stations. 
_This marked first time “Kid” was 
aired in this area, after three- 


Year Coast run via Don Lee net- 
vork. 





He told of the | 


4 





? 


_ Nepotism in Reverse 


Chicago, March 1. 
Ernie Simon’s giveaway quizzer 
,over WJJD ran into a snag last 
week, so Chi listeners got another 
crack at the $3,000-plus jackpot. 
Prize was awarded telephone 
owner Kenneth Perkins, but spon- 
sor Jerry Libby, of Libby Furni- 
ture Stores, said “no dice.” Win- 
|ner was his brother-in-law. 


30 New Shows 
Set to Roll 








Chicago, March 1. 


| NBC affiliates were told Monday | 
7 (28) that the network is ready to’ 
that “the mighty Benny had just roi] with at least 30 new shows, 
fallen into the No. 2 spot,” with with the web having either full or. 


part control of the packages and 
talent, or the exclusive options. 


| The following dozen were listed 
'as a cross-section of the type of 
programming the affiliates can ex- 
pect in the future in the web’s de- 
velopment of moderately-budgeted 


| shows. 

Screen Directors Guild “NBC 
Theatre,” which since its recent 
Sunday preem opposite “Stop the 
Music” has already hit an 11.7 
| Hooper. 

Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis show. 
Henry Morgan show, scheduled 
| to preem next Sunday (5). 

| Charles Boyer dramatic series. 

Jose Ferrer show. 
| “Four Star Playhouse,” utilizing 
‘talents of Olivia de Havilland, Rosa- 
\lind Russell, Cary Grant and Ed- 
| ward G. Robinson, with Cosmopoli- 
tan mag fiction pieces avaélable for 
adaptation. 

James Mason and wife in who- 
dunit series. 

Radio serialization of “Man Who 
Came to Dinner.” 

“My Life and Hard Times,” com- 
edy series based on James Thurber 
book 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in swash- 
buckling adventure type stuff. 

Kenny Delmar in series based on 
Sen. Claghorn character. } 

Dick Powell, in revived version 
of “Rogue’s Gallery.” 


300 Femmes for Chi Meet 


Chicago, March 1. 
Three hundred femmes are ex- 
pected to attend the three-day 
Assn. of Women Broadcasters meet 
at Drake hotel beginning March 
10. Sessions will include exchange 
of on-the-job ideas, programming 


| 








‘trends and preferences, inevitable 
radio vs. tele discussions, ete. _ 
'- J. Walter Thompson Agency will 
host gals at cocktail party and 
j buffet supper March 10. 


no rabbits were pulled out of the | 
| NBC hat. Rather, it was a point-by- | 
| point, carefully detailed analysis | 
|0f policy and objectives by which | 
| the network hopes to maintain su- | 
premacy, backed by the resources | 
of the affluent RCA parent organi- 
zation. And the NBC affiliates | 
| bought it, with the following reso- | 
lution: 
| “The affiliates of NBC in Chi- | 
cago today hereby express unani- | 
‘mous and enthusiastic approval of | 
| the network program policies past, 
| present and those proposed for the 
future. Further, they are in com- | 
plete accord with NBC’s plan to | 
afford opportunities to new Amer- | 
| ican talent and are confident that 
| this field has unlimited potentiali- 
| ties. 

| “To the end that all NBC pro- 
| grams shall have the widest oppor- 
| tunity, the affiliates declare their 


’ Hooper-Nielsen-Roslow Slugfest 


Looms at Chicago Meet Next Week 





Chicago, March 1. 


’ The ratings boys—C. E. Hooper, 
B & B’s Hooper Checkout A. C. Nielsen and Dr. Sydney Ros- 


C. E. Hooper got some more 
bad news last week, when Ben- 
ton & Bowles, one of the 
major agencies with a multi- 
million radio budget, served 
notice on the rating outfit that 
it was cancelling out, after the 
customary three-month notice 
time. B & B was one of the 
earliest Hooper subscribers in 
the agency fold and says it 
will sit tight with the A. C. 
Nielsen operation. 

B & B bowout accents anew 
the Hooper-Nielsen rivalry for 
future dominance, with more 
and more agencies, as well as 
stations and networks, weigh- 
ing the relative merits of the 
two operations. 


‘Supper Club’ For 
New Format In 
Child. Revamp? 


Liggett & Myers (Chesterfield 
cigarets), which is plunking down 
$27,500 a week for sponsorship of 
Bing Crosby on CBS starting in 
the fall, is currently reappraising 
its whole AM-TV_ programming 
roster. 
hood that the bankroller’s “Chest- 
erfield Supper Club” NBC show, 
for years a five-times-a-week at- 








There is a strong likeli- | 


| low (Pulse)—may start slugging it 
| out here next week. There appears 
| to be a lot at stake and apparently 
the one who can come up with the 
most convincing story, in terms of 
quantitative research, indicating 
that radio audiences will be 
|around -for long time, stands to 
|emerge as the AM champ. 


The Rating Trio will be here to 
jaddress the National Television 
Conference March 7-9 on program 
trends, but actually the most in- 
i tent eyes looking Chi-ward will be 
| those of the AM boys. For a lot of 
| them think that radio is being sold 
| short in terms of the AM vs. TV 
| rating ballyhooed techniques being 
j used, with the recent subsequent 
| repercussions in New York result- 
ing in WNEW, WQXR and WOV 
| taking it on the lam and bidding 
| Hooper to “include me out.” 

Particular interest is being 
manifest in Dr. Roslow’s pitch on 
| behalf of the fast-expanding Pulse 
|setup. For the conference eve re- 
port is that the rating doctor is 
coming up with a prescription cal- 
culated to put new energy into the 
| champions of radio, which runs con- 
| trary to the Hooper TV paen. Just 
what Nielsen has up his sleeve no 
one knows, but since many indus- 
| tryites see in his NRI the inevit- 
|able answers to a lot of pertinent 
| questions, the trade will be fol- 
| lowing the three-way presentations 
| with more than passive interest. 








NBC Sales Talk: 


traction, may undergo drastic re- | 


weekly half-hour program as a 
means of effecting a budgetary 


compromise in view of the heavy 


intention to accomplish the most | Crosby tab. 


NBC shall further strengthen its 
| position as the nation’s No. 1 net- 
work.” 

As the affiliate members gath- 
ered at the Stevens Hotel to hear 
Trammell propose ‘Operations: 
1949,”’ the situation was somewhat | 
analogous to the ninth inning of a | 
ball game, with score tied, two. 
outs, bases full, with the single by 
Trammell needed to wrap up the 
future. 
| That the affiliate boys were 
rooting for that crucial hit was ap- 
/parent from the moment. they 
started drifting into town Sunday 
| (27). If anything, this Chi meet. 
_will be remembered as an expres- | 
'sion of the broadcasters’ feelings 
| toward Trammell as the boss man 
/who came up from their own ranks. 


No Spirit of Panic | 


The affiliate aggregation assem- | 
bled in an atmosphere that gen- 
‘erally betrayed the seriousness of 
the situation attending the NBC | 
|loss of top personalities and prop- 
/erties to CBS. That practically 


/every affiliate arm was represent- 
(Continued on page 38) 


RCA’s ’48 Net Income In 
Sharp Rise; NBC Tele 
Sponsors Double in Yr. 


Radio Corp. of America, of which 
National Broadcasting Co. is a sub- 
'sidiary, showed a net income of 
'$24,022,047 in 1948 as against $18,-. 
769,557 in 1947, according to the 
29th annual report issued this week. 
| This represented a big increase of | 
|per share earnings, going from | 
\$1.12 in the preceding year to $1.50 | 
a share. The net profit, after all | 
'deductions, amounted to 6.7% of. 
'the gross income as compared with 
6% in 1947. Gross income rose 
$43,593,659 in 1947 to $357,617,231 
‘reported for last year. 
| Rise in net profit enabled the 
‘corporation to boost the mon 
istock dividend to 50c as against 30c 
iin 1947. The divvy this year rep- 
‘resented an outlay of $6.928,522 to 











| (Continued on page 38) 


Despite some reports that “Sup- 


. aggressive promotion campaign in| 
ll IS the history of the industry so that per Club” is to be scrapped en- | 


tirely, this would appear to be un- 
|likely, in view of the fact that 
| Perry Como has just signed a new 
two-year contract with Chester- 
field. In any event, Liggett & 
Myers and Newell Emmett agency 
have until June to come to a 
definite decision on how the ’49- 
50 programming semester will 
shape up. 

With its heavy audience-pulling 
Arthur Godfrey  cross-the-board 


morning show, its 60-minute video | 


showcasing on Godfrey Wednes- 
days nights on CBS, in addition 
to Crosby (client also has first call 
on his TV services) and “Supper 
Club,” Chesterfield is probably 
more firmly entrenched in the 
daytime-nighttime AM-TV picture 
than any of the ciggie sponsors. 


HARRIS WINS FIGHT TO 
GO IT ON OWN ON NBC 


Hollywood, March 1. 


Phil Harris has won his fight to 
stay on NBC. Rexall prexy Justin 
Dart, sponsor of the Harris-Alice 
Faye airer, announced he'll stick 
with the net through 1950. 


Harris held out for NBC after 
Jack Benny left the web for CBS, 





|advising that he could hold onto 


his rating without riding Benny’s 
coat tails. However, since then he 
has dropped out of Hooper’s first 
15. 

Harris will eontinue to appear 
on CBS with Benny, immediately 
preceding his own half-hour show 
at 7:30 p.m. Sundays. 


Hank Ladd’s Auditioner 


Herbert M. Moss Productions cut 
an audition record of “The Hank 
Ladd Show” for Tony Provost, 
WNBC programmer. Test platter 
also featured Johnny Guarnieri 
Trio and Phil Goulding. Ladd, 
Eddie Birnbryer and Tom Langan 
handled the script. 

Moss says he is now cutting 
transcriptions with the “New 
Length”’—22 minutes. 





vamp and wind up as a once-| RCA’s 1? Bennys’ 


Chicago, March 1. 
NBC execs at the “affiliate crisis 
| meeting” here have been spotlight- 
|}ing attention on the just-released 
‘annual statement of the parent 
| Radio Corp. of America, with its 
/net annual earnings of $24,000,000, 
as evidence that it will take more 
| than the loss of a few shows and 
personalities to put the network 
|out of business. Im effect, NBC’s 
argument is that “with $24,000,000 
you can buy 12 Jack Bennys and 
| 24 Bing Crosbys” (at the CBS rate 
'of exchange.) 


Timing of the release of the 
RCA statement, on the eve of the 
affiliate powwow, was deemed a 
natural. While some of the affili- 
ates take the view that NBC would 
| be a lot happier if the network 
'didn’t have to answer to David 
Sarnoff and his RCA operation, the 
web chieftains, armed with the 
tally of the parent company’s 
| profit sheets, point to it as a dis- 
| tinct asset as not only a bulwark 
against emergencies, but in en- 
|abling NBC to assume leadership 
|in development of television. 


ABC ’48 NET INCOME DIP 


DUE TO TV EXPANSION 


| Although its gross income for 
1948 was higher than its ’47 take, 
the American Broadcasting Co. 
_shows a decrease in its net earn- 
ings in its year-end report. Reason 
for the drop was the net’s expan- 
| sion in television. 


Net income after taxes for ’48 
was $468,676, equal to 28c a share 
on 1,689,017 common shares out- 
| Standing, as against $1,520,756, or 
90c a share for °47 on the basis of 
the same number of shares. Gross 
'for °48 totaled $54,047,043, com- 
| pared to $52,922,884 for '47. 














_ STANDARD OIL’S BOUTS COIN 
| Chicago, March 1. 
| Standard Oil Co. (Ind.) will spon- 
|'sor WGN broadcasts of Golden 
Gloves finals and international box- 
‘ing bouts March 4 and May 18. 
First time bouts have heen com- 
mercially sponsored. McCann- 
|\Erickson agency handles. 
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aping of ‘Command as NBC's First 


Proves Tricky 


Hollywood, March 1. +4 


It’s a neat trick if they can do, 
it and despite Tom Luckenbill’s 
monumental doubt the boys at the 
Esty agency say it’s practically in. 
But they’re not uncrossing their | 
fingers. It all has to do with taping 
Metro’s “Command Decision,” air- | 
ing Thursday (3) for Screen Guild 
Players, the first of the tapers to 
cross the country on NBC’s lines. 

If it weren’t that Clark Gable, 
who has shunned radio like a 
plague all these years, even for 
$10,000 a shot, tried to duck it by 
moving up the date of his vacation, | 
wouldn’t | 


this “tricks with tape” 
have happened at all. Metro, Red} 
Book mag (which gave pic an| 


award) and Screen Guild Players 
all agreed on a March 3 date for | 


the ceremonial broadcast so, with apparently changed their anti-radio | 


Gable out of reach, it was decided 
at a meeting of the minds to corner 
him before he left town and record | 
his speeches. That would have | 
solved the problem nicely, but 
there were other factors militating | 
against a complete taping of the/| 
show. Others in the “Decision” cast 
weren't available at Gable’s taping 
time and rounding up various other 
elements broadened the dilemma. 
So here’s how it was done: 

One night last week Gable’s part 
was recorded on tape, with Elliott 
Lewis reading the speeches of) 
other cast leads. 

Three nights later the other prin-| 
cipals were impressed on the rib-| 


bon, with Lewis reading Gable’s | 
lines against them. | 
Sam Wood and Sidney Franklin, | 
producer and director, respective- | 
ly, of “Decision,” had to be taped | 
on another night. An extra taping 
was also required of the music 
background and sound effects. 


Now all director Bill Lawrence | 


Operation at Esty 
ABC Auditions Rooney 


Hollywood, March 1. 

ABC is auditioning Mickey Roo- 
ney for a half-hour situation com- 
edy show. 

Rooney, who played Shorty Bell 
in a CBS series last season, would 
play a “typical young fellow next | 
door.” 














KLZ Sports Editor 
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Hearst Changes Slant 
On Air News Coverage 
With Emphasis on TV 


The Hearst publications have 


orientation, having added radio or 
tele sections to some of their 
sheets. The emphasis, however, is 
mostly on TV. 

In Baltimore, Aldine R. Bird is 
doing a _ three-times-a-week tele 
column in the News-Post. In the 
Sunday American there, Norman 
Clark, the paper’s drama critic, re- 
views the week’s video shows much 


the same as he handles legit plays. 
Jay H. Brown is covering radio. 
Copy is dressed up with half- 
column pix during the week and 
with two-column cuts on Sunday. 
Obvious reason for the big tele 
play is fact that Hearst owns 
WBAL-TV. But the interesting 
angle is that the papers never gave 
radio a break when Hearst had 
only an AM operation, WBAL. 
The Baltimore papers sent copies 
of their columns, together with 
favorable reaction from readers, 


had to do was to assemble the mul-!| radioites and executives, to other 


tiple tapings, match them up for 


editing and make the centinuity | 


flow as gently as sweet Afton. It 
not only was the trickiest operation 
ever performed on a radio show 
but was a new experience to Law- 
rence, Don Bernard of the Esty 
office, and Harry Kronman, who 
scripts the shows. 

If it comes off it will be more 
of a surprise to Luckenbill than 
the Coast lads, who believe they 
have it in hand. Contrary to the 
general practice, the show will be 
broadcast direct from the tape in- 
stead of being dubbed to acetate. 


NBC’s Ampex machines not yet be- 


ing in operation, the job was done 
on ABC’s facilities. 


St. Louis County’s KXLW 
Settles Engineer Snag 





But Gets New Headache 


St. Louis, March 1. 


The first of the numerous 
troubles that have beset KXLW, 
St. Louis county’ station, since it 


tangled more than a year ago with 


the trustees of Olivette, a resi- 
dential community in the county, | 


over the transmitter site, was 


ironed out last week when a strike a 45-minute program five tim "bs: 
of Local 1217, AFL-IBEW engi-| weekly. It will - under sobane |lor, formerly publicity director for 


neers, of more than two months 
duration, was called off. 
A joint statement was made by 
Guy Runnion, prez and gen. mgr. 
of the St. Louis County Broadcast- 
ing Co., owner and operator of the 
station, and Henry Kulish, interna- 
tional representative of the union, 
and the five engineers who had been 
replaced by non-union men return- 
ed to work Friday (25). Company 
and union representatives appeared 
before the local NLRB Thursday 
(24) and announced they were 
ready to bargain in good faith 
following the 
charges of “unfair labor practices” 
made by the union. In return, 
Runnion agreed to withdraw a/ 
$500,000 suit for damages which | 
he had filed against the union. 
However, a suit for a receiver-. 
ship was filed against the broad-_ 
casting company and Runnion by a 
stockholder, Edward S. Granzhold, 


withdrawal of 


| Hearst journals across the country. 
| In Boston the three Hearst 
| papers—Record, American and Ad- 
| vertiser—cover both radio and tele. 
/Columns’ were started’ before 
| Hearst had a TV station in the 
|Hub. In Los Angeles, the Herald- 


Express and Examiner started 


One of KLZ’s top announcers, | 
Martin, is a long-time favorite with | 
Rocky Mountain fans; does a top | 
job, too, as editor of KLZ’s Satur- 


day afternoon “Sports Extra.” 
KLZ, Denver. 








Station Reps Ask 
End to ‘Raiding’ 


Washington, March 1. 


The National Assn. of Radio 
| Station Representatives yesterday 
| (28) urged the FCC to stop net- 
| work operations in the national 
| spot advertising field. Failure to 
act, said NARSR, would be an 
|“Open Invitation” to the webs to 
| take over the station rep business 
“without limit.” 

In a brief containing its pro- 
| posed findings in the Commission 
| investigation of chain spot sales to 
| affiliates, the association told the 
agency that “no matter what the 
answer may be to other network 
problems~in other fiields, the an- 
swer to this one is simple: stop the 
cumulative process before it re- 
sults in a further whittling away of 
the independence of the affiliated 
stations. Stop it before the sta- 
tions find themselves blocked from 
| all independent access to national 
| advertisers. Stop it while there 
|is still time. Stop it now.” 


NARSR said the Supreme Court 








No Rabbits in NBC Hat 


Chicago, March 1. 

Here, in essence, is the formula for NBC’s “Operations: 1949” 
as set forth in the presentation to the affiliate membership by 
prexy Niles Trammell and his associates: 

1. There are “no rabbits in the NBC hat” and no sensational 
maneuvers are being engineered to counter the CBS inroads on 
acquisition of top talent. Whatever incentive NBC offers to talent 
will be on a “‘spiritual” level; the incentive to be with NBC. 

2. NBC will buy and attract all the top rating shows that the net- 
work believes will continue to have a longtime popularity. 

3. The entire resources of NBC and the parent RCA company 
will be available for a maximum expenditure, if necessary, to 
build and develop fresh, new shows that can achieve top ratings. 

4. If necessary, NBC 1s ready to enter into all kinds of deals, 
short of capital gains, to prevent further inroads on the talent 
roster. This could include deals for literary rights or other maneu- 
vering that definitely skirts capital gains. 

5. The switchover of the 60-minute U. S. Steel “Theatre Guild 
of the Air’ from ABC to NBC may crystallize itself by some def- 
inite action tomorrow (Wed.) as a fresh Sunday night program- 
ming bulwark. 

6. Fibber & Molly are definitely staying with NBC; so is Bob 
Hope, with Alice Faye-Phil Harris remaining through 1950. NBC 
is “confident” that the brace of Bristol-Myers shows, “Mr. District 
Attorney” and “Duffy’s Tavern” will remain. 

¢7. Testifying to the soundness of NBC as a major network oper- 
ation, “there are only one and a quarter hours of network option 
time open in the evenings as of now, in contrast to three and a 
half hours of CBS network option time. Similarly, Monday through 
Friday daytime, there are only two and a quarter hours available 
on NBC, contrasted with eight and three-quarter hours on CBS.” 

8. The day has arrived for radio to broaden the economic base 
of advertiser participation. In line with this thinking, the network 
will support an “economical radio” policy in keeping with the new 
trend which shows that the 10 highest priced shows in radio have 
a $1,631 per Hooper point payoff for an average rating of 11.4, 
while the 10 lowest priced shows in popular favor have a $334 


per Hooper point payoff, for an average rating of 13.3. 
9. NBC wants to re-examine its policy as to crime shows and 


look at it.” 





giveaways designed to ease the previous bans, but the whole sub- 
ject was dropped with the simple statement “let’s take another 








Pulitzer, Brown Attendance in Chi 


Cues Concern on Future Press Status 





Memphis, March 1. 
WMPS, the Memphis ABC affil- 





|in Radio Center yesterday (28). Al- 
| though the new studios and officers 
lare not yet complete, the station 


radio-tele columns recently when | decision upholding FCC’s network | is vacating its quarters in the Col- 
| Nick Kenny, of the N. Y. Mirror, | regulations laid down powers the | umbian Towers due to the expira- 


| went to the Coast to help launch 
| them. 

| Hearst has a TV station in Mil- 
| waukee, WISM, and an application 
for Pittsburgh, WCAA, which may 
result in additional broadcast cov- 
erage in those cities. The big 
question most radio flacks are ask- 
ing is what will happen in New 
York. Nick Kenny covers the field 
lightly in the N. Y. Mirror, but the 
Journal-American uses only list- 
ings. One new feature in the J-A 
is “Quiz Tips,” which gives hints 
on _the “secret sounds,” “secret 
sayings,” “mystery films” and 
“mystery tunes” on the giveaways. 


Bill & Buzz Stretched 
To 45-Min. on KDKA 


Pittsburgh, March 1. 
Bill (Hinds) and Buzz (Aston) 
show, which made its debut on 
KDKA two years ago as a quarter- 
/hour morning feature, has become 








post sponsorship from 8:45 until 
| 9:30. 

Both local radio vets, Hinds and 
Aston got the idea for the setup 
while both were in the service at 
| Fort Dix, N. J. 


| 








from their bondage,” as one put 
For all of a sudden the artists 


will and are not tied down by network protocol which committed 
them to a pre-arranged studio spot at a specific hour. 


Crosby found out a couple seaso 
up with. 


Lucille Ball, who heads up the General Foods-sponsored “My 
Favorite Husband” on CBS, hopped east for 10 days, after the net- 


work gave the “go-ahead” signal 





Out of Bondage Via Tape 


Now that all the networks are tape-conscious and have lifted the 
transcription ban, a lot of air personalities are doing a fast double- 
take and are wondering why it took so many years to “ease them 


| Commision can apply in restrict- 
ing spot sales to affiliates. 

The brief said that television has 
given the webs even greater op- 
portunity to control station time 
and rates than they had in AM 
broadcasting. “That Opportunity,” 
it added, “will be greatly enhanced 
if the networks are permitted to 
supplement their existing power 
by taking over the representative 
function.” 

NARSR asserted that under their 
contracts with non-interconnected 
stations, the nets are in effect plac- 
ing spot business on the stations, 
while exercising network preroga- 
tives.” The brief was filed by 
commanding position over all time 
sales by combining the function 
of network, and station representa- 
tives.” The brief was filed by 
Fly, Fitts & Shuebruk, NARSR 
counsel. 





Salt Lake City—Sherril W. Tay- 


KSL (CBS), has been upped to pro- 
motion-publicity manager. He be- 
gan with KSL in September 1947. 
'Raymond L. Bergman, whom he re- 
Places, is the newly appointed radio 
| eewer for the Francom Adver- 
tising Agency. 





it. 
find that they’re free to roam at 


What Bing 
ns back, others are fast catching 


on taping of shows, and was be- 


tion of its lease, 

New studios and offices are 
}among the most modern in the 
| South, comprising a total of seven 
studios and complete recording fac- 
ilities. Expansion program follows 
close on the heels of the station’s 
‘changeover in frequency to 680 
'kilocycles with 10,000 watts of day- 
~~ power and 5,000 watts at 
night. This change represented an 
investment of about $275,000. 


Parisian-Made Femme 


Spots Prepped For U. S. 
By French Broadcasting 


The North American Service of 
the French Broadcasting System is 
prepping a series of eight two- 
minute spots tailor-made for U. S. 
women’s commentary programs. 
The spots, transcribed in Paris by 
Marjorie Dunton, the service’s own 
|femme gabber, will be accompanied 
by a special opening using the sub- 
scribing station’s call letters. The 
series will be offered at cost. 

The French have also made some 
title and format changes in the six 
programs it offers American broad- 
casters free. These include “Gai 
Paris,” a° variety show; “Songs of 
France;” “Five Centuries of French 
Music,” which now includes Eng- 
lish interviews with composers and 
critics; “Bonjours, Mesdames,” a 
women’s show with questions and 
answers; “French in the Air,” an 
entertaining language course; and 
“This Week in France,” a political 
commentary. 


P&G Appoints Smith To 
Program Director Post 


Cincinnati, March 1. 
Gail Smith assumed title Mon- 














ing partied in N. Y. while listening to “Favorite Husband,” re- 


a Clayton, Mo., attorney whose pe-| 
tition charged Runnion with “gross | 
mismanagement” of the station. | 
He also alleged that Runnion! 
“created the strike with the engi- | 
neers’ union and had wilfully and | 
intentionally refysed to settle it.” 
Another charge made by Garnholz 
is that the station now is “partially 
insolvent” because of “inability 
regularly to pay its debts.” 


corded in advance on the Coast. ( 








in advance, 





to-N.Y. fling would have been strictly no-dice so far as CBS was 
concerned.) Similarly, Basil Rathbone keeps up with his touring 
“Heiress” legiter, far from any studio, while his “Fatima” series of 
taped shows are unreeled Saturday nights on CBS. 

The problem of Coca-Cola shifting Spike Jones from 10:30 Sun- 
day night to 7 o’clock, and again into a Saturday night slot, would 
have been completely snafued because it would have entailed a 
complete rerouting of his extensive one-nighter band tour—save 
for the fact that the show can be tape recorded any time, any place 


A couple months back the L.A.- 


day (28) of director of radio in 
charge of night network programs 
~ Procter & Gamble Productéons, 
ne. 

One of seven shows’ under 
Smith's direction is “Life of Riley,” 
filming of which by Universal 
preems here Friday (4) with radio 
and screen talent due from Coast 
for Hollywood splurge. Smith 
joined the P&G ad department six 





tion, 


iate, moved into its new stream-|— , 
lined $250,000 studios and offices Stations, along with their general 


Chicago, March 1. 
significance is at- 


WMPS’ 2596 Radio Center| neen es aes fact, perhaps for the 


first time in such NBC - affiliate 
conclaves, that the owners of top 





managers, have put in an appear- 


|ance here. The fact that such key 
‘figures as Joseph Pulitzer, owner 
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and 
his subsid KSD and KSD-TV ra- 
|dio-tele operations, and Enoch 
|Brown, owner of the Memphis 
|Commercial Appeal and Press- 
|Scimitar and his all-important 
| WMC and WMC-TV, showed up at 
| the special two-day meet, has far 
| wider repercussions than the fact 
| that NBC prez Niles Trammell was 
bidding for continued favor with 
the affiliates. 


Actually the Pulitzers and the 
Browns are here because of a de- 
sire to find out where they'll come 
off in the future communications 
picture. It’s a recognition of the 
fact that, in the transition from 
radio to television, with its sup- 
plementary impact on the entire 
publications field, their future 
Status as kingpins in the U. S. 
communications field is at stake, 
and with FCC Chairman Wayne 





Coy on hand today (Tues.) to take 
on all comers for a q. and a. 
round-robin of opinion, this week's 
Chi conclave became a “must” on 
their agenda. 


Pitt AM Radio Feeling 
Pinch as Advertisers 
Begin Segue to Video 


Pittsburgh, March 1. 

AM radio locally is beginning to 
feel the pinch of TV already, even 
though there’s only one video sta- 
tion in operation here, WDTV, and 
that’s on a parttime basis. At the 
moment, switchover is being prin- 
cipally effected in brewery ac- 
counts, which is natural, since 
right now majority of TV_ sets 
locally are centered in the bars and 
saloons. 


Biggest advertiser so far to cut 
down on AM budget in order to 
spend more on video is Duquesne 
Brewing Co., which has increased 
allotment on WDTV at expense of 
KDKA. Beermaker has cancelled 
out longtime Boston Blackie show 
on KDKA, simultaneously drop- 
ping choice time it has held on 
Westinghouse station for years, 
and has further retrenched by 








dropping big _lokally-produced 
‘Bernie Armstrong musicale on 
| Friday nights in favor of less eX- 


years ago as assistant in radio sec- | pensive Ronald Colman package, 


“My Favorite Story.” 
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MUTUAL BAC 


Business at Wholesale 


Chicago, March 1. 


The future status of two networks was being resolved simulta- 
neously and within a couple of miles distance here Monday (28), 

While Niles Trammell was trying to convince his affiliates gath- 
ered at the Stevens hotel that NBC was still a pretty good spot 
for facilities to latch onto, the Mutual board of directors were in 
conclave at the Ambassador East hotel, with Ed Kobak’s continu- 
ance as prexy hanging in the balance. 





——- 
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FCC Nixes Late Richards Surprise 
Plea; Will Go Ahead on L.A. Hearings 


Washington, Marchl1. 4 





The FCC stood firm yesterday 
(28) in its decision to go ahead with 
its scheduled hearings March 16 in 
Los Angeles ef the George A. Rich- 
ards stations. A late surprise peti- 
tion of the majority owner of three 
50kw outlets admitting charges 
against him and asking for a hear- | 
ing in person before the Commis- 
sion was turned down by a vote of | 
four to one. | 

Richards had acknowledged the | 
genuiness of evidence against him | 
in Commission files, blaming} 
“shortcomings of the past” and a) 
heart condition for his conduct in | 
issuing -instructions to staffers on | 
his L. A. station (KMPC) to slant | 
news in accordance with his preju- 
dices. He had feared that injuries 
already suffered by his stations, 
their stockholders, and their em- 
ployees would become “critical” 
once the hearings were convened. 
He wanted to give assurance there 
would be no further cause for com- 
plaint and he expressed the con- 
viction that if the Commissioners 
would hear him they would call off | 
the proceedings. | 

His petition, a lengthy document | 
drawn up by an array of six top) 
Washington lawyers headed by Ex- | 
Sen. Burton K. Wheeler, caught the 
Commission off guard. It was re- 
ceived Thursday (24) as prepara- 
tions were under way to issue sub- 
poenas for a long list of witnesses to 
be heard at the L. A. sessions. The 
next day the Commission met to 
give the document careful study. 





Oh, Those Cops 


Kenosha, Wis., March 1. 

Local police built a new FM 
radio tower after filing appli- 
cation with FCC and Civil 
Aeronautics Administration. 
Tower was completed, but no 
okays arrived. 

CAA inspector William Cool- 
ing arrived instead to see 
building plans. CAA will de- 
cide on unauthorized construc- 
tion, as well as tower being 
too close to nearby flying 
school. Meanwhile, the long 
arm of the law is holding a 
worried brow. 


Indies ‘Slighted’ 
On Government 


Spending for Ads 


Washington, March 1. 
The National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers’ Non-Affiliated Stations Com- 








mittee has asked the association’s | 


broadcast advertising department 
to investigate Government spend- 
ing for ads. The indies want to 
know: (1) the amount of money 
spent for advertising; (2) radio’s 


SCHISM SEALED 


Chicago, March 1. 

Bitter two-day hassle among Mu- 
| tual Broadcasting System board of 
| directors ended when Lewis Allen 
| Weiss, board chairman, today (1) 
announced the re-election of Edgar 
| Kobak as web president. Tenure 
| of office was not announced, but 
it was understood that the vote was 
close. Kobak was unavailable for 
, comment after the session ad- 
journed. 





| Meeting, suddenly called, pur- | 


| portedly was to consider Kobak’s 
resignation. However, before the 
meeting, Kobak was quoted as say- 
ing, “I’m not resigning; they’ll 
| have to fire me.” 





| way, with some of the other stock- 
| holders being in the opposite camp. 
| It’s reported that the current 
|crisis was precipitated by a de- 
|mand that Kobak do something 
| about the Mutual program adminis- 


| trative setup, but that the prexy | 
was prepared to back program vee- | 
pee Phillips Carlin to the hilt, even | 


{if it meant resigning. Similarly, 


| it’s reported that the present inde- | 
| cisive state of the web’s video op- | 


| erations was a factor in the Kobak 
| vs. directors schism. 

During the meeting, a serious 
breach between station ops—which 
was likely to end Mutual as a net- 
work, if continued—apparently was 
healed. Several stations went into 

ithe session with threats of with- 
| drawing if this or that demand was 
not met. 

| Mutual programming plans call 
| for considerable revamping and re- 
shuffling. Starting next month, 
| Mutual will have a four-hour after- 
,noon strip of participating pro- 
|/grams. Kingpin of these will be 
“Hint Hunt,’”’ which exits ABC in 
three weeks. 


KS UP ED KOBAK 








Chi Tribune- | 
|} owned WGN backed Kobak all the | 


Cues New 


Tenis ‘Which One's Got the TV 
IN GH MEET 


Era in Sponsorship 





Full-Dress Rehearsal 


Chicago, March 1. 

NBC prexy Niles Trammell 
called for a 24-hour in advance 
“full dress rehearsal’ of net- 
work strategy behind closed 
doors almost the moment the 
web execs arrived at the 
Stevens hotel Sunday (27) for 
the two-day affiliate meet. 
Carefully concealing the Tram- 
mell formula to prevent a pre- 
meeting leak, NBC none-the- 
less directed a two-way ad- 
vance campaign to “set the 
mood” and lift the spirits of 
the affiliate boys. 
Announcement by Justin Dart, 
Rexall prexy, that the Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye show would 
remain with NBC not only 
through °49 but through ’50 as 
well, was timed to hit the af- 
filiates as they arrived in the 
city. By Sunday (27) night 
another NBC missile had hit 
the corridor mark with full im- 
pact. A carefully-aimed story 
that CBS was going to lose one 
of its top clients, thus suggest- 
ing that “Paley’s comet’ can 
also shoot in the wrong direc- 
tion, had become common gos- 
sip. But the NBC strategy 
| failed to mention the show or 
| the client. 


NBC Likes Drama, 
CBS Yens Comedy 


~ For Summer Fills 


| 








+ 
vv 


share compared with other media; 


Only one of the five present | anq (3) the indies share com 
: se ss pared 
thought the petition should be) with networks’ share. Feeling is 


granted — Commissioner Hyde. A that Uncle Sam isn’t giving the in- 


former general counsel of the| dies a fair share of his ad budget. 
agency, he took the position the re-| According to Ted Cott, chair- 


quest was in line with administra- man of the indie group, the Gov- 
tive procedure requirements ent | cutee may be missing a_ bet. 
that the investigatory hearings | For example, he said, the indies 
could still go on if they were still; have more young listeners and 
considered necessary. | Seevetuee they should get a big 

The Commissioners reached a slice of dough spent on, recruiting. 
vote late Friday and issued its or- At its meeting here Thursday 
der yesterday denying the petition | and Friday, the group also passed 
but making its action without prej- |g resolution objecting to the Broad- 
udice to Richards’ right to request | cast Measurement Bureau con- 


appearance at further hearings in qucting its study in March. Hun- | 


Washington, when all other testi- dreds of indies are airing sports 


mony and evidence has been taken. events eight or nine months a’ 





|vear, it was said, with March an 





(BS Bags Nags 


;~ 


unrepresentative month because 
the basketball season is over and 
baseball games not yet started. 


|The resolution asks the NAB to 


studies to have indie representa- 


* Tequire all future measurement 
For Razor Coin | tion at the policy level. 


CBS last week grabbed off a 
nice chunk ‘of special events coin 


with the sale of a three-ply radio- | 
television package to Gillette. The | 


“CBS package” sale includes AM- 
TV commercial sponsorship of the 
Kentucky Derby May 7, the Preak- 
ness May “14 and the Belmont 
Stakes June 11. 

Latter two events will get a di- 
rect radio-video simulcast, via the 
Coaxial route, while the Derby will 
be kinescoped for later presenta- 
tion, just as Gillette did the Rose 
Bowl and Orange Bowl grid games. 


KFNF’s 25th Anni 


KFNF, Shenandoah, _ started 
broadcasting Feb. 20, ‘24, with a 
5-minute noon-hour program and 
4 one and one-half hour evening 
Schedule, and celebrated its silver 
anniversary last week. 





Operated for many years by the 


Henry Field Seed Co., the station 
started as a 500-watt station and is 
now a 1,000-watt station on 920 
Cy ocycles. Its present owners, the 
apital Broadcasting Co., recently 


applied for a 5,000-watt, full-time 
Permit, 


‘MBS, NBC TO VIE FOR 
COTTON BOWL CLASSIC 


Dallas, March, 1. 

Mutual Broadcasting System and 
the National Broadcasting Co. have 
been asked to submit bids over 
radio and television rights for the 
' annual Cotton Bowl classic here. 
Mutual has had the game in the 
past and now NBC wants it. 

The web which wins out will 
have to sign a three year contract, 
(a) for broadcasting in 47 or 48 
| states: (b) for broadcasting and 
television; (c) the privilege of tele- 
'vising the game to require that the 
Cotton Bowl Assn. be paid 100% 
of the revenue from sponsor of the 
telecast. 


WFTC’s 61G Sale Asked 


Greensboro, N. C., March 1. 
Jonas Weiland has asked the 
FCC for authority to sell WFTC, 
at Kinston, N. C., to Kinston 
| Broadcasting Co., for $61,000. _ 
'. The purchasing company 1s 








headed by A. K. Barrus of Kin- 
\ ston, and includes 28 stockholders. 


Tele plans for the web are still 
in the discussion stage, but every ? ee : 
indication points to increased in- 4 Hollywood, March 1. 
terest and activity in that direction. Heavily accenting mystery and 
By next fall, Mutual is expected to drama to the exclusion of music 
have a video ratecard. It will then. and comedy, NBC is clearing the 
have outlets in New York, Wash- | production decks for a raft of sum- 
ington, Boston, Hartford, Chicago mer shows to fill the summer voids 
and St. Louis. And with present and with enough production and 
multiple affiliation of most tele name backup to warrant holdovers 
stations, Mutual is confident that for fall sale. Homer Canfield, the 
_it can line up enough video outlets , net’s Hollywood program director, 
| for a network. is laying out the agenda and con- 
versations have been started with 
R ° ) 0 more than a dozen names. 
Practically set is Dick Powell in 
| eprise ue nl |a revival of “Rogue’s Gallery,” 
which did dog day duty for two 

e ‘summers. Being groomed for an 
( Da Bat é adventure series is Douglas Fair- 
_ banks, Jr., and Alfred Hitchcock 

has been broached on a stencilling 

The battle of the cigaret com- of Columbia’s “Suspense,” which 
panies for supremacy as the “big he would personally direct. 
smoke” in the daytime market, Down tke street at CBS, Harry 
looks due for a revival soon. With Ackerman is also getting his house 
Chesterfield way out in the fead in order for the hiatus days to 


with its sponsorship of the cross- come. Lrama will be played down 
the-board morning Arthur Godfrey for the emphasis on comedy. Cy 





show on CBS, the other companies Howard has a new situation com- | 


apparently don’t intend to take it edy show on tap, Joan Davis will 

lying down. try out a new comedy format, Bob- 
Although Lucky Strike cancelled by Lee and Jerry Lawrence are 

‘out on the five-times-a-week Don framing a new turn, and such for- 

Ameche talent-finding afternoon mer stanzas as “Shorty Bell” and 

program on CBS (representing a “Hawk Larabee” will be dusted off 

$1,500,000 annual splurge for net- for a fresh go. Hoagy Carmichael 

work time), American Tobacco js also on Ackerman’s planning 

prez Vincent Riggio is still in the board. 

market for another show—if he 

can find one with a surefire for- 

mula. 


have been pitehing number ot QUAKER’S DONALD IN 
programs at Riggio in a bid to re- ‘TALK’: VAMPS ‘LADIES’ 
’ 


tain the lucrative billings, but thus 
far they haven’t come up with the = pater Donald will be starred in 
a new audience participation show, 





right one. 


Camel, too, has been talking in “Talk Your Way Out of It,” on ABC 
terms of daytime programming. starting March 30 Program will 
(It showed some interest in ‘“Win- he heard these ‘ines 5 wn 
ner Take All” before Rayve moved yy ,,qay. Wednesday and Friday, 
in to pick up the tab.) Philip Mor- from 3 to 3:30. “Ladies Be Seat- 
ris wants a more ceennes, @ at 
afternoon programming and may 2 , ‘ 
pass up its Mutual show for a CBS ye SP. A Rg be aired Tues 
showcase: “Talk” will be sponsored by 
: ,/Quaker Oats’ Aunt Jemima pan- 
Plain Dealer Sets Condon cake mix, via C. J. LaRoche agen- 

Cleveland, March 1. cy. Quaker has been bankrolling 

George Condon was named radio five 15-minute periods of “Ladies,” 
editor of the Plain Dealer, succeed- with Toni picking up the tab for 
ing Robert Stephan, 53, who died three quarter hours. Both ‘Toni and 
of a heart attack last week (20). Quaker are now dropping “Ladies, 

Condon, 32, formerly on the gen- and when the shift takes place the 
eral assignment side, is brother of show will be available for sponsor- 
Maurice Condon, producer. ‘ship. 





ed,’ now heard cross-the-board in| 


Extent to which bankrollers are 
|curtailing radio expenditures to 
jump on the commercial video 
| bandwagon was particularly illus- 
trated during the past week in 
the round-robin of negotiations 
launched by Toni, the home- 
permanent outfit. 


Toni, which in a short span of 
time parlayed an inexpensive prod- 
‘uct into big business _ strictly 
through radio, with result that it 
had been bankrolling shows to the 
tune of about $3,500,000 a year, is 
now pulling in the AM reins and 
| eyeing video in a big way. 
| On the heels of its recent lop- 
| off of $1,250,000 in billings by can- 
celling out its sponsorship of 
“Nora Drake” on NBC, Toni has 
now served notice on ABC that it 
is no longer interested in picking 
up the tab on “Ladies Be Seated,” 
| which it shared with Quaker Oats. 
| Toni cancels out on “Ladies” end 
of March. 


Instead, Toni has bought the 9 
,to 9:30 Thursday evening time on 
CBS-TV and is planning for either 
|a May 1 or June 1 premiere. Show 
iis still to be chosen, with client 
and network reps to decide on a 
program this week. Toni, of 
course, figures tele is a natural for 
the plugging of its product. 

New pact puts all the Toni pro- 
gramming eggs in the CBS basket. 
The client also sponsored “Crime 
Photographer” (which has _ just 
been picked up for another 13- 
_week ride); “Nora Drake” (it was 
|formerly heard on both Columbia 
'and NBC), and the “Give and 
Take” quizzer. 

Each CBS outlet is scheduled to 
carry Toni’s basic show, “Nora 
Drake.” But then the sharpened 
pencils came out, and Toni, with 

Foote, Cone & Belding, got out 
coverage maps, market statistics, 
and rate cards. Result is that a 
“large number” of stations former- 
ly carrying “Crime Photog” and 
“Give and Take” are not on the 
new list. 

Both client and agency feel that 
a number of AM stations are, and 
have been, overpriced. Hence they, 
‘after thorough scrutiny, were 
lopped from Toni’s list. Other out- 
'lets, not considered previously, 
| showed up well under the yard- 
stick and were added. After the 
re-evalution was completed, it was 
'found “Crime Photog” will be 
|aired on 15 fewer stations, and 
| “Give and Take” will have 10 few- 
_er airers. Toni feels confident new 
|lineup will give maximum coverage 
at a considerable saving. 


Best Time Slot 
Still a Question 


Although the cry today among 
agencies and clients is “give us 
better time next season” (NBC’s 
been hearing quite a bit of it these 
past few weeks), actually the net- 
works find themselves in a posi- 
tion where the only answer is: 
“Who knows what will be better 
time in the fall?” 
| With so many shows involved in 
_switchovers, anticipated cancella- 
tions, etc., the average client at 
this date isn’t quite sure what his 
competition will be when the cur- 
tain goes up on the °49-’50 broad- 
casting season. Thus, argue the 
webs. to squawk about “better 
time next season” is strictly on the 
premature side until the picture 
crystallizes itself somewhat. 


Denis Exits N. Y. Post 


Paul Denis, radio-television col- 
umnist on N. Y. Post-Home News 
until recently, left the paper 
last week, one of 41 newspaper 
Guild members who took “volun- 
tary dismissals” with severance 
pay. They have first refusal if 
their jobs are restored. 

Denis, on the paper six years, 
had been assistant to Post column- 
ist Earl Wilson before doing the 
jvadio-TV column. 
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28 RADIO REVIEWS 





FESTIVAL OF MUSIC; FESTI- 
VAL OF SONG 

Nith Longines Symphonette, 
Mishel Piastro, conductor; Cheor- 
aliers and orch, Eugene Lowell, 
conductor; Walter Hendl, guest; 
Frank Knight, announcer 

Producer: Alan Cartoun 

Writer: Harrison Cowan 

30 Mins., Sun., 2 & 5 p.m. 

LONGINES-WITTNAUER CO. 


ARRIVAL OF THE DELAYED 
PILGRIMS 

With Bill Lazar. E. A. Krum- 
schmidt, Rober de Koven, John 
McGovern, Bryna Raeburn, Joan 
Laser, Leon Janney, Santos 
d’Ortega, Arnold Robertson; Ben 
Grauer, narrator 

Writer: Peter Lyon 

Producer: Ted Hudes 

Director: Frank Papp 





CBS, from N. Y. 

Switch in times on Sabbath 
afternoon airers affords opportun- 
ity for the unusual setup of one 
sponsor on two musical programs 
in one afternoon. This is the Lon- 
gines-Wittnauer Co., sponsoring a 
symphonic ‘Festival of Music” on 
CBS Sundays at 2 p.m. and a vocal 
“Festival of Song” same afternoon 
at 5 p.m. Combo (or each segment, 
for that matter) forms one of the 
more attractive offerings on the 
air that day—a credit to everyone 
concerned. 


The earlier program, featuring | 


the familiar, accomplished orches- 
tral ensemble of Mishel Piastro, 
presents an appealing list of light 
classical numbers for the most 
part, attractively orchestrated and 
eautifully played. Program heard 
Sunday (27) included the Overture 
to “Martha,” Grieg’s Norwegian 
Dance No. 1, Liszt’s Hungarian 
Rhapsody No. 2, Lehar’s “Merry 
Widow” Waltz, ‘Till I Wake,” and | 


30 Mins.; Thurs.,(25), 9 p.m. 

WNYC, N. Y. . ’ 

| Continuing its drive against the 
unfairness of the existing displaced 
'persons act, the Citizens Commit- 
/tee on Displaced Persons is firing 
‘another transcribed broadside at 
‘the law’s deficiencies. In “Arrival 
of the Delayed Pilgrims,” a half- 
‘hour platter aired over WNYC, 
N. Y., Thursday (25) as well as 
'some other stations, it was urged 


Wednesday, March 2, 1949 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


George Wolf, assistant tele director for Foote, Cone & Belding, is a 
country squire, now being domiciled in suburban Rye....Ed Kobak, 
Mutual prexy, hopped plane to Chi Sunday (27)—but not for NBC- 
affiliates cruicial powwow.... Martin Weldon, of CBS, helping Na- 
tional Council to Combat Blindness with radio publicity. ...Sam Elfert, 
WLIB program director, father of a boy, Jason Louis. Mother is edi- 
torial assistant on N. Y. Post-Home News... .Charlotte Manson named 
| Miss National Five Arts by the National Five Arts Award, lit. and song- 
writing contest offering $100,000 in prizes and fellowships... .Herbert 
|L. Bachman. has left ABC to head up new research department for 
| Headley-Reed, station reps....Franklyn Pulaski doing an Army docu- 
| mentary film in March....Man who brought Horace Heidt and Dick 




















that the new Congress consider a) 
“just” law that would remedy the | 
faults of the present act. 


Pointing out that the law as it| 
now stands will only authorize ad- 
|missions of about 200,000 individ- 
‘uals, the documentary-styled pro- 
|gram showed that entry to the} 
|U. S. means a “second birth” to a| 
| DP, while on the other hand it was | 
/noted that thousands of other war, 
'homeless will be denied this privi- | 

lege. Purpose of this public serv-| 


‘ice program is commendable. But | 
unfortunately an attempt to pack 


| Contino together after their split said to be James C. Petrillo. Rift 
was caused when a Heidt pressagent talked the young accordionist into 


eS. 





: , : : 
| Phil Alampi, WJZ farm news director, to address Newtown, N. J., 
HARRY SALTER | Rotarians el (2)....Joe Franklin of WMCA’s “Antique Record 
MUSICAL stored oy |Shop,” penning tome of anecdotage about vaude greats... Starting 
It Banas Magy ener we | Monday (7) Dick Todd will get hi$ own 11 a.m. cross-the-board musical 
che |show on ABC....Robert Quarry, ex-J. Walter Thompson, has joined 
| Lester Lewis as contact man ... Robert D. C. Meeker appointed veepee 
THE EMPTY CHAIR |of the Nat’l Ass’n of Radio Station Representatives, succeeding Adam 
With Margaret O’Brien, Roger! J, Young Jr., who resigned... Bill Todman, co-producer of “Winner 
deKoven, Joseph de Santis, Jim! Take All,” “Hit the Jackpot” and “Beat the Clock” off for Florida holi- 
Boles; Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,| gay .. Red Barber to Vero Beach, Fla., Monday (28) to cover Dodger 
guest; Frank Gallup, announcer <pring training with Judson Bailey....Mary Margaret McBride has 








/too many thoughts into the stanza| Producer-Director: Jack Lloyd 

a tee Pay uae sae ‘tended to hamper an argument| Writer: Alvin Yudkoff 
certo, with Walter Hendl as gifted | that otherwise might have been) 15 7g el (24), 9 p.m. 
soloist. Commercials were just as | ™ore forceful. pig ene die ational Dale 
easy to take—simple, not overdone, Show draws a parallel between f ro “ Ch ce Maggi yi to 
and certainly not high-pressured. | the pilgrims of 1620 who sought aj ‘ference OF wm a mage eo: 

But the “Festival of Song,” with | new life of a and democracy | this transcription was a 
the excellently-trained male chorus | in the new world. aoe - J 
called the . Coavalieve, . pone bmg But rather than devoting much ganization’s message. | The aed 
Eugene Lowell, was really a sur- | time to the case history of a Polish | dealt with the experience 4 ie 
prise. With a program consider- | DP who was barred from America | year-old Mary Nolan, playe y 
ably lighter in vein, yet all of | due to his failure to be a DP camp | Margaret O’Brien, who | sare 
worthy calibre, these singers put |inmate prior to Dec. 22, 1945,| about the viciousness of intoler- 
on a half-hour that was a treat. | greater emphasis should have been | ance when a bookie beats up a 
Theirs is a robust male chorus, | Placed on what the McGrath-Neely | Jewish candy-store owner. 
with wholesome solid arrangements | Pill will do to correct the gaps of| | Then she writes an essay on 
—none of the fancy frills, the | the loosely drawn existing act and | “The World We Want to Live In, 
weird or even feminine caco-| Why the public should support the | sponsored by the NCCJ, speaking 
phonies that spoil some of the | 2€W measure. out for the “warmth of brother- 


; | | hood and understanding.” The 
other radio vocal groups. Group| Use of canned speeches of Sen- ; , 
has some excellent, oie onl a 'ators Pepper and Chavez protest-|8uesting of Mrs. Eleanor Roose 





| dramatic presentation of the or-| 


|velt was neatly worked into the | 





ists, too. Orchestral backing is also | 


neat and high-grade. On Sunday | it was up for Congressional con- 


ing the original bill at the time 


(27), One heard “Here Comes The | sideration is also so much water 


Sailor,” “Gypsy 
“Song of Songs” “Me and My 


Gal” and two numbers that espe- | 


cially stood out for their unusual 
appeal—“‘Come Where My Love 
Lies Dreaming” and “Drill, Ye 
Tarriers, Drill.’ Orchestra did it- 


self brown on two instrumental 
numbers, “Beautiful Lady” and 
“La Bamba.” Bron. 





THE CISCO KID 


With Jack Mather, Harry Lang, 


others 
Directors: Hildreth Sanders, Paul 
Pierce 
Writer: James McCracken 
30 Mins.; Sun. (20), 3 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 


Based on the characters created | family 
by O. Henry, “The Cisco Kid” is a | 


Sweetheart,” | under the bridge, even though im- 
| portant arguments are reprised. A 


large cast under Frank Papp’s di- 
rection did what it could to get 
| across the message. Ben Grauer’s 
| narration helped as did the musical 
| backgrounds of John Gart. Gilb. 


| 


TEXAS POWER & LIGHT SHOW 
| With Elmer Baughman, Richard 
+ Provenson, Billy Mayo and orch, 
| Gregory Baker 

30 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m., CST 
/TEXAS POWER & LIGHT CO. 

| WFAA & WFAA-FM, Dallas 

From the penthouse studios of 
| WFAA each week comes this new 
| series of airings by the local utility 
company. It’s a variety show 
which should please the entire 
and prove aé_e goodwill 
builder for TP&L. Program fea- 


|drama, the late President’s wife | 
| being billed as speaker at a dinner | 
|for the little girl. Mrs. Roosevelt | 
,made an eloquent plea for an end 
ito prejudice. 

| The production was smooth an 


\the cast excellent, 

| O’Brien giving a moving perform- 
| ance. Bril. 

\ ED 


| WOMEN’S WORLD 
| With Mary Aileen Ranney 
55 Mins., Mon.-to-Fri., 9 a.m. 
| Participating 
| WROW, Albany 

Miss Ranney, who uses the tag, 
“Mary Aileen,” on the air, moved 
‘from the office staff of WROW to 
‘the directorship of women’s pro- 
grams and this feature, when 
Louise Benay retired. She has 
gained a certain flexibility of 
hy ease of delivery and facility 
at reading copy, but she still must 





| travel a long road. Her voice, while | 


topnotch saddle soap opera. When tures Billy Mayo and a 24-piece clear, remains hard and flat. The 


the show debuted seven years ago, 
Cisco was a cowboy Casanova, mak- 
ing love to western senoritas while 


getting into and out of scrapes. 


In this new edition, Cisco leaves | 


chant for riding into trouble. On 


orchestra in selections by the old 
masters and _ popular’ concert 
'favorites. Music served up is easy 


| to listen to. 


the episode caught, Cisco and his | guest singer. ‘ 
pardner Pancho were picked up by | Me Baughman was heard in a 


the sheriff of Broken Cinch for a 
bank robbery they didn’t commit. 
The actual crooks, out to divert the | 
town’s attention from another bur- | 


necktie party. 


pact. 
“Cisco” is well scripted, with a 
careful handling of suspense 


values. The central characters, ably | 


played by Jack Mather and Harry 
Lang, speak with a Mexican accent, 
but without offending. It’s good 
“they went that-a-way” fare. 

Bril. 





EDDY DUCHIN SHOW 
With Tommy Mercer: Jane Fro- 
man, guest; Ken Roberts, emcee 
15 Mins.; Tues., 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 
This cuffo transcription series 
roduced by the Navy sells recruit- 
ng for Navy fliers via Eddy Du- 
chin’s music. Program opener was 
a salute to the Naval Air Station 
at Pensacola, with Duchin, a for- 
mer Navy lieutenant commander, 


chatting briefly on his war service. 


Vocalist Tommy Mercer was also 
billed as an ex-tar, having served 
as a seaman first class. 

Duchin, of course, plays with a 
solid beat, and wraps up a good 
musical show, with some standout 
solo passages at the keyboard. His 
guest, Jane Froman, gave an excel- 
lent chirping of “Begin the Be- 


guine.” Commercials plug the 
training the naval air service offers 
youth, Bril. 


The story had, 
therefore, an anti-mob violence im- 


rrative, ‘Texans, Let’s Talk 


| Texas,” which was devoted to a/| 


|tribute to Thomas A. Edison. 
and puts across the messages very 


Richard Provenson turns in 


*|a smart job as announcer, keeping 


the show moving along at a smooth 
pace. Program shows neat pacing 
and production. An 


BROADWAY’S MY BEAT 





| With Anthony Ross, Gene Carson, league club, when asked by a girl | 


participant on the “Club House”. : ’ : 
‘quiz over CBS (26), if ball-players | on the Hit Parade he'd probably start packing... 


Paul Luther, Joan Lorring, Mau- 
rice Gosfield, John Forsythe, 
|__ Les Damon, Louis Van Rooten 

| Writer: Peter Lyon 
Director-producer: John Dietz 

30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 

CBS, from New York 

| “Broadway’s My Beat” is another 
whodunit with an incidental 
Gotham background that should 
appeal to the mystery fans. After 
a brief nod to the glitter and 
| glamor of the Main Stem, Peter 
Lyon’s script slips into a familiar 
groove of dicks, taxicab drivers. 
showgirls and the mysterious 
corpse. This show is marked by 
smoothly meshing production 
gears, solid performances by an 
ace cast and some firstrate musical 
scoring by Robert Stringer. 

On the preem (27), the yarn con- 
gerned the murder of a New York 
drama critic. Anthony Ross, play- 
ing a detective on the Broadway 
beat, is never fooled by the flock 
of fake clues, and his deductions 
lead straight to the guilty party. 


The murderer was a hackie, father | 


of a chorine who was done wrong 
by the critic. Despite its formula 
tone, however, the program man- 
aged to sustain interest throughout. 
Herm. 


Baughman has a pleasing voice | 


articulation is unusually slow and 
| precise; the reading is not always 
smooth. Manner is friendly. 


Show is divided into sections, 


PR ge Ms —— a pet oe at with transcribed. music, recipe and | 
sex j -|§ . S second alr- fashion hints, Hol i 
alone, but he still has a pen 'ing Gregory Baker, baritone, was | and the se ag ervies greene 


: -—much as Miss Benay 
| set it up. Miss Ranney does plenty 
of plugging for participating spon- 
| sors. Diespite a brief half way news 
|roundup, the program runs long, 
probably too long. Jaco. 


PPP OOO F tooo sesesoees 


{Followup Comment 


| left by plane for Hati, originating her WNBC program from there. She’s 
accompanied by her manager, Estella H. Karn.... Arthur Maitland and 
Katherine Emmet added to the cast of ‘‘Backstage Wife”... .Anne Marie 
|Gayer, James Van Dyke, Haskell Coffin and Louis Sorin to ‘Front 
| Page Farrell.” 


| Johnny Desmond has gone to Chicago for a week’s guest stint on 
Don MeNeil’s “Breakfast Club” program... Dick and Mrs. Leibert re- 
turned Friday (25) from a two weeks’ skiing vacation in Canada.... 
Staats Cotsworth and Jan Miner did an original “Crime Photog- 
rapher” sketch “written by Cotsworth) at the American Photography 
| show last week at the 71st Regiment Armory. 
| Mutual’s “Great Scenes from Great Plays” received award from 
Pulpit Digest Friday (25), day show went off the air. _ However, it’s 
reported program will return to MBS next fall....Radio actor Allan 
Stevenson playing Henry Norris in “Anne of the Thousand Days’”.. 
Leonard (Buzz) Blair, producer of “Town Meeting,” to wed Emily 
| Emery, ex-ABC studio operations, March 11 ...H. R. Baukhage to 
‘lecture to Wisconsin Road Builders Assn. in Milwaukee....Don Han- 
| eock on five-day vacation in Miami....ABC v.p. Frank Marx to be on 


panel representing industry engineers in discussion with FCC at NAB™ 


engineering conference, April 9....Martin Agronsky to speak before 
joint meeting of UN Council and Foreign Policy Assn. in Philly, 
March 9....Gail and Harry Ingram, who write, produce and direct 
“Tales of Fatima,’ have been signed to write “Inner Sanctum”.... 


q| ABC, MBS and CBS will air an hour-long special broadcast, “One 
with Miss | Great Hour,” with cooperation of 76,000 churches March 26 at 10 p.m. 


|It will be prepared under the direction of Robert E. Sherwood and 
| Erik Barnouw ... .“Beat the Clock” (CBS) will be heard cross-the-board 
at 4:45 p.m., starting March 7, in addition to its regular Wednesday 
| evening airing. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Sidney N. Strotz made it official last week that he’s giving up his 
roving assignment with NBC and anchoring permanently here... . Harry 
Ackerman solved Columbia's problem of filling for three weeks be- 
tween the time Spike Jones moves to Saturday night and Ozzie and 
Harriet come over from NBC to head up the Sunday lineup. Rather 
than ‘‘waste” a new show on such short showcasing, he decreed double 
duty for “Escape,” now airing Saturday a.m. Name players will adorn 
the Sunday cast....Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt due in town this week and 
) will cut her ABC records with daughter Ann for 10 days....Rita Wil- 
liamson, widow of Dud, who owned and emceed “What’s the Name of 
_That Song?”, won the first round in her court fight to regain control of 
the program from Don Lee....Robert Kintner, executive veepee of 
ABC, around for two weeks but dividing his time between Hollywood 
and Arizona....Mutual expunged the George O’Hanlon show after 17 
_weeks, but no sponsor interest. Bernard Schubert, who packaged the 
_comedy piece, is striking up a deal with another network. ; 
|. Radio News Club, which threw the book at G. A. Richards, resulting 
_in an FCC hearing for alleged slanting of the news, may do a fold if 
_the members persist in absenteeing at meetings. Prexy Jim McNamara 
| and others threatened to walk when only 15 of the club's 70 members 
'showed up at recent session....After an eight-year absence, Doris 
| Gilbert (Wolf's daughter) is back scripting for Gene Autry....Jim 








| Jordan, Jr., son of ‘Fibber and Molly,” will bone up on television under 


| the wing of Norman Blackburn at NBC in New York... . Dorothy Thack- 
| rey passed a short visit here with her son and then retraced her steps 
_to New York....Walter Lurie around to look over the crop of avail- 
| ables and whip up some new shows for Mutual ...Hal Fimberg has 


$$ 4664666666666040040008", Deen pressed into service by Harold Jovian to inject some sanity into 


Jackie Robinson, Negro second 
| baseman of the Brooklyn National 


| Jim Hawthorne’s program before it is presented to CBS for showcasing. 
_His wacky clowning around the turntable failed to smoke out any spon- 
|sor interest on ABC....Mark Warnow is not too eager to return to 
New York but if American Tobacco’s Vincent Riggio wants him back 


John Deering, whose 


|pay attention to the televising of | voice cracked in mid-broadcast some years ago, has completely recov- 


| games, replied, “No, but they like | 


ered and is now back at his old trade of announcing....Larry Berns 


|‘ know what is going over the , hospitalized for his annual checkup....Bob Crosby was renewed for 


radio.” Emcee Red Barber, who #20ther semester by Campbell....Gag going the rounds is that even 
‘had conducted an adlib interview | NBC’s test pattern in the east got a two-point rating from Hooper. 


with Robinson, 
/mented, “You shouldn’t have 
that.” Barber referred to the fac 
Robinson handled a sports pro- | 
gram on WMCA six nights a week 
this winter. 
When a boy reported that he 
would like to become a sports an- 
nouncer, Barber said, “Jackie and | 
I will have another year or two in 
which to broadcast before the 
younger folks begin taking over.” 
The Dodger athlete, who spoke | 
with ease, poise and sincerity 
about the work which he and Roy 
Campanella, Negro catcher-team | 
mate, had done at the Harlem 
Y.M.C.A., and its part in combat- 
ting juvenile delinquency, ob- 
served, “I am off already”’—refer- 
ring to the fact the radio stint had. 
ended and he was heading for the 
Dodgers’ training camp at Vero 
Beach, Fla. Barber will originate 
| “Club House” from that point, pre- | 
senting President Branch Rickey. 


laughingly com- | 


said | IN CHICAGO ... 


Dorothy Miller, WBBM education director, hosted at Il]. Women 
Voters League....Alton Farber of J. Walter Thompson agency, off to 
L. A. for National Kids Day Foundation ...Bob Lewis new contin- 
uity writer at WGN... ABC’s “Junior Junction” back March 26 after 
three week layoff.... Evelyn Knight guest singer yesterday (1) 0M 
WBBM's “Melody Lane... George Guyan new WGN western sales 
manager....MBS visitors included program veepees Phillips Carlin, 
Walter Lurie, and owner Alex Warden of KMON, Great Falls Mont..-- 
WGN’s “Mr. Heartbeat” contest prize now jumped to $15,000. 

Phil Wood, national sales manager of WFMJ, Youngstown, O., mov- 
ing to WKOW, Madison, March 3... Neil Weed, of Weed & Co., on 
biz trip covering 14 cities ...Gil McClelland, MBS promotion manager, 
on sick list....WBBM has switched title of “Your Daily Almanac to 
“Patrick O’Riley’s Show....Radio Features, Inc., appointed Ernes 
Samuelson district sales manager with offices at Kansas City, Mo oO 
George Hollingberry on Coast biz trip....Time buyer Dorothy Ayre? 
from Morris Swaney agency to Henri, Hurst, McDonald... .John Har 


rington celebrating 13 years with WBBM....Norma Schneider to NBC 


script dept, replacing Carol Somerville, who is bowing out for oe 
riage career.... Vaughn Monroe to air from Aragon via WBBM ape 
12... Glenn Uhles now assistant manager at NBC after two rC 
stretch with ABC....Sylvia Mikelson and Keith Textor of A 


jas the first guest Saturday (5), ) “Honey Dreamers” plotting June wedding. 
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NBC-TV’S 487 IN ‘NEW MONEY 





TV Must Develop Camera Technique 


To Capture Big Shows—Liebman FOR AFFILIATES Help Build First 


By NAT KAHN 





A year ago a constant murmur 
in television was that program- 
ming would have to go far to 
reach the technical advances of 
the new medium. The shoe has 
apparently been switched to the 
other foot. Max Liebman, produ- 
cer-director of the new Admiral- 
sponsored program, “Admiral 
Broadway Revue,” has come up 
with a show whose scope and size, 
he feels, is at present a little ahead 
of current-day video. He believes 
it’s a healthy situation. “Now,” he 
says, “the engineers will find a way 
to meet the camera’s needs before 
a revue-type program can be tele- 


vised with maximum effective- 
ness.” 
Liebman’s show has _ received 


some criticism that “it lacks in- 
timacy”’—that it fails to bring pro- 
duction and audience together. But 
he has an answer for that. 

“You can’t relegate production 
values of a show to suit the needs 
of the camera,” avers 


~ WNBT’s ‘Fun With Arts’ 


“Fun With the Arts,” a quizzer 
packaged by Jo Ranson and Dick 
Pack, indie flacks, will be launched 
sustaining by WNBT, N. Y., on 
March 10. 

Show is a revision of “The Seven 
Arts Quiz” which was given a test 
run in 1947 for Jello, via Y&R, 
and is based on Ranson and Pack’s 
“Quizbook of the Seven Arts.” 
'George Wallach will be produc- 
tion assistant. 


CBS Radio Name 
Talent Due on TV 


} 
} 





ne needs| ~—- Rafore Summer 


“Just because the camera can only | 


focus on, perhaps, 
performers at a time, or just part 
of a stage setting, is no reason why 
the show should be planned with- 
in those limitations. If that were 
the case, a show would lose its 
‘feel,’ its warmth, its real per- 
formance value.” In short, Lieb- 
man thinks that a regular theatre 
show must be presented—that it’s 
now up to the engineers to devise 
a way in which to capture the| 
whole picture. 
Vaude TV Gets Nix 

“If intimacy were the sole un- 
qualified purpose of television, 
then the best format certainly is 
the straight variety 
(Continued on page 40) 





Berle Again 
Ahead in Feb. 


Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre” again copped first place 
in the N. Y. TV Hooperating for 
Febrary, maintaining its place at 


76.6. 
newcomers in the charmed circle, 
including the “Admiral Broadway | 
Revue,” which gained third spot | 
during its first month on the air; 
“Your Show Time,” series of half- | 
hour films sponsored by American 
Tobacco on NBC-TV, and “Colgate | 
Theatre,” the only live dramatic 
sliow to hit the top 10. 

Following is the list, based only 
on regularly-scheduled sponsored 
programs in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area: 

Program Station 
Texaco Star Theatre. .WNBT 
Arthur Godfrey's 

Talent Scouts... WCBS-TV 
Admiral Broadway 

Revue* ..WABD & WNBT. 
Toast of Town... WCBS-TV 48 
Arthur Godfrey & 

Friends....... WCBS-TV 
Break the Bank. .WJZ-TV 


Rating 


56.1 


46.6 
34.7 


Your Show Time. WNBT 32.5 
We, the People...WCBS-TV 32.2 
Arrow Show..... WNBT 32.1 
Colgate Theatre .WNBT 30.2 


_ " Aired on both stations; rating 
ts the combined audience for both. 


Buzzell Preps TV Package 
Of Pic Stars’ Screen Tests 


Hollywood, March 1. 
_Eddie Buzzell is working on a 
Video deal in which he'll package 





first screen tests of present-day | 


Stars with live action as they are 
today. Director has already been 


assured the appearance of several 


freelance players. 


Lineup of thesps will probably | 


Wholly confined to freelance 
Players, since it’s not expected stu- 
dios will okay appearance of any 


of their stars on television, but. 


Uzzell, nevertheless, will make 


Pitch for some of these, too. 


two or three} 


entertain- | 
| of the new CBS talent roster head- 





76.5. 


50.6 


CBS. in the first disclosure of its 
television plans for the long list 
of top-name radio talent it has re- 
cently latched onto, revealed this 
week that it will have almost all 
these stars on video before the 
start of the summer. Spokesman 
for the web declared that plans are 
now in full swing to build individu- 
al packages around each of the per- 
sonalities and that the venture will 
not necessarily await the start of 


| the fall season. 


Web has recently bought a kine- 
scope recording unit, which is now 
being tested in N. Y. for shipment 
to Hollywood as soon as all the 
kinks are worked out. With most 


quartering on the Coast, the plan 
is to originate the shows at KTTV 
(Hollywood station in which CBS 
owns 49% interest) and then tran- 
scribe them on film for subsequent 
| transmission over the entire net- 
work. Web has already begun dick- 
ering for sponsors and, according 
to the CBS spokesman, “we hope 
| to be able to start these shows on 
'a commercial basis.” 


| 


| While all the pacts signed with 
'the new CBS talent are believed 
'to include full arrangements for 


the top of the heap with a hefty | TV. it was pointed out that most, 
New listings reveal several of the AM stars who had never | ll ay 


seen video in the east had ex- 
pressed a desire to study the east- 
ern programs before rounding out 
the formats for their own shows. 
Stars also want to make certain 
that the film recording process is 
good enough to insure they'll look 
okay on the screen. Some of the 
talent may do an experimental one- 
shot from N. Y. when they come 
east and Jack Benny, for one, has 
already agreed to do a one-time 
show on the Coast this month. 


OHIO HOUSE PASSES 
PART BAN ON AUTO TV 


Columbus, March 1. 


Ohio’s House of Representatives 
passed a bill last Tuesday (22) pro- 
hibiting television receivers, with 
screens visible to drivers, in motor 
vehicles on the roads of OKio. 

As originally presented by Rep. 
Joseph X. Schwartz, of Cincinnati, 
the bill would have banned all TV 
sets in motor vehicles, but this was 
| amended on the floor to limit the 
| ban to screens visible to the 
| vehicle driver. 

Bill exempts emergency vehicles 
and those used in licensed televi- 
|} sion transmission. It now is in 
| the Senate for action. Passage ap- 
pears certain. 








Albany Bill Prepped 
Albany, March 1. 
A bill to outlaw tele in autos 
operated in New York is being 
offered in the Legislature by Sen. 
'Thomas C. Desmond, Newburgh 
Republican. 
Desmond said that a bill now 
pending in the Legislature pro- 
hibiting tele in autos is “hasty and 
\ inadequate.” 


oe 


} 
} 


Chicago, March 1. 

NBC threw the television book 
at its affiliates here today (Tues.), 
coming up with a round-robin of 
figures and sales potentials that 
had even the most hard-bitten of 
the AM drum-beaters doing some 
eve-rubbing. 

The “NBC Story,” revealed for 
the first time at today’s closing 
session of the two-day affiliates’ 
meeting, brought particularly 
heartening news to the station 
| operators, who have long felt that 
|AM would be the first to take it 
{on the chin when the commercial 
| video ball started rolling’ in 
earnest. Here are some of the dis- 
|closures made by Harry C. Kopf, 
NBC’s administrative sales veepee, 
which had the affiliate membership 
seeing blue TV skies: 

A total of 48% of NBC-TV ad- 
vertisers represented new money 
—clients who did not use network 
radio in 1948. Figures for the en- 
tire industry show that 24° of 
tele revenue came from advertisers 
who were not in radio in ’48. Of 
all tele network advertisers, 61° 
did not use AM facilities last year, 
thus adding up to new money for 
the web. 


No Radio Coin Cuts 


While 39% of current NBC-TV 
network advertisers are using the 
web’s AM facilities, actually up to 
the present time none of these 
clients have cut:their radio ex- 
penditures because of their entry 
into TV. Advertisers who have not 
used AM coin as yet to enter video 
include Admiral, American To- 
bacco, Chevrolet, Colgate, General 
Foods, Gulf Oil, Kraft, Liggett & 
Myers (Chesterfield), Oldsmobile, 
'Phileo, Procter & Gamble, Swift 
and Texaco. 

(RCA’s annual financial state- 
ment revealed NBC-TV’s sponsors 
had doubled during 1948. See story 
on Page 25.) 

Addenda to NBC’s video story: 
as of Feb. 14, advertisers using the 
|! network numbered 25. (CBS was 
| second with 11, DuMont was third 
| with seven and ABC had four.) 
| NBC led in sponsored time with 


| (Continued on page 40) 





Airing Soon 


Full daytime programming on 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. flagship of the 
CBS-TV web, is slated to get under 
way within the next 30 days, CBS 
tele veepee J. L. Van Volkenburg 
disclosed this week. No time has 
been sold yet on the station for 
the new project, but the program- 
ming staff has almost completed its 
lining up of the. various type shows 
that will be presented during the 
early afternoon hours. 

Van Volkenburg said the station 
would tee off its Monday-through- 
'Friday program setup at 12 noon, 
remaining on the air continually 
until signoff. Station then plans 
to experiment to determine how 
far back to push the daily starting 
time, with the decision depending 
on how many viewers are found to 
be available in the pre-noon period. 
“Once we get on the air,” Van 
Volkenburg said, “research will 
point the way.” In line with this, 
it is noted that WABD (DuMont, 
N. Y.), which originated full day- 
time programming, originally teed 
off at 7 a. m. daily, but recently 
switched its schedule to a 9 a. m. 
sign-on. 

| According to the CBS-TV exec, 
WCBS-TV will attempt to do a 
“sounder job” than the type of 
| daytime shows which have been 
the rule until now, revolving main- 
ly around women’s chatter pro- 
grams. Station will carry its full 
daytime schedule up to the base- 
ball season and then program 
around the ball games. WCBS- 
iTV signed recently to pick up all 
home games of the Brooklyn Dodg- 
-ers. under Schaefer Beer sponsor- 
\ ship. 





ADDY PROSPECT ‘Set Prices Continue Downward Trend: 


Trade-In Market 





Cars Come High 

The “heavy industries” in 
television, notably represented 
by the automotive clients, find 
themselves in a dilemma over 
the commercials in their in- 
ability to do them live. 

Ford, for example, currently 
represented by its 60-minute 
TV dramatic series, and with 
its upcoming high - budgeted 
“Crystal Ball’ CBS show, is 
known to favor a “live” com- 
mercial whereby the cameras 
could be trained directly on 
the product and the announcer. 
But as yet there isn’t a studio 
big enough to permit for the 
live display, with result that it 
entails an investment of sev- 
eral thousand dollars to film 
each series of filmed commer- 
cials. 


No-Eastbound 
Edict Snarls 
Chi TV Plans 


Chicago, March 1. 

Chicago’s determination to be- 
come increasingly important as a 
network video production center 
suffered a severe setback and has 
Station ops hurling “unfair, un- 
fair’’ at the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. 

In April, AT&T will have two 
more east-west cables in operation. 
At the same time, they will re- 
claim one westbound and the only 
eastbound cable until 6 p.m. Chi 
time. Reason given is that the 
heavy long-distance load makes 
|necessary the use of co-ax for 
regular phone company biz. 

This means there will be two 
cables for westbound daytime TV, 
and none for eastbound. Chi tele 
stations now 
eastbound shows 
| plushier AM days, the Windy City 
| was heavy on daytime stuff, and it 
| was planned that Chi would see a 
rejuvenation of network origina- 
‘tion, mainly in daytime and low 
| budget video. But apparently 
| AT&T has axed those co-ax plans. 

First victim of the no-eastbound- 
daytime edict of the telephone 
company was Irna Phillips’ “These 
Are My Children,” which was can- 
celled last Friday (25). Soaper 
strip had just completed a four 
week run. However, it would have 
been finished at the 4 p.m. hour 
regardless, come April. NBC offi- 








cials were satisfied with the pro- | 


gram, but since it is soap opera, 


they felt it didn’t warrant a night- | 


time slot, and cancelled it to put 
efforts on other shows. Plans call 
for “Children” to go back on the 


screen when eastbound daytime is | 


again available. 

ABC-TV is concerned about the 
situation because of hefty Sun- 
day afternoon originations, one of 
which is “Super Circus,” now un- 
der consideration for sponsorship 
by several advertisers. 


‘RIDDLE’ IN BIG SWITCH 
ON GOODRICH PICKUP 


A switch involving networks, 





sponsors and time will take place | 


as a result of Goodrich picking up 
the tab on “Riddle Me This” in- 
stead of General Electric, the cur- 
rent bankroller. 

In April, “Riddle” will 
spot previously held by ‘‘Actor’s 
Studio,” Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 
“Studio” will be moved to another 


night on ABC, with Thursday as | 


the most probable bet. Reason for 

‘the shift is that both shows are 
World Video packages and are at 
present opposing each other. Con- 
rad Nagel is emcee and Ilka Chase 
and John Daley regular partici- 
j pants on “Riddle.” 


* Further indications that 


| General 


originate about 35) 
weekly. In _ its) 


move | 
from CBS to ABC, occupying the | 


televi- 
sion set prices will reach the mass 
consumer level soon were provid- 
ed this week by a drastic slash by 
DuMont up and down the line on 
|}its new models and by similar 
| price cuts by other manufacturers. 
| At the same time it was revealed 
| that the rush to buy larger-screen 
| sets by viewers who had owned re- 
ceivers for several years was build- 
ing TV's first trade-in market. 

| DuMont’s price cuts ranged from 


$20 on its 12-inch table model 
(from $445 to $425) to $100 on 
some of the larger sets, such as 


the 15-inch Savoy console, reduced 
from $815 to $715. Crosley, which 
manufactures sets on a cross-licens- 
ing arrangement with DuMont, an- 
nounced a reduction of $40 in its 
10-inch table model, bringing the 
price down to $299.95, believed the 
lowest yet for any 10-inch set with 
FM. Westinghouse, meanwhile, 
brought out a 10-inch table model 
ito list at $325, and General Elec- 
| tric introduced two new sets, one 
|a 1219-inch table job at $399.95 





| and the other a 10-inch table model 


}at $325. 


price reductions, it is 
believed, are mainly responsible 
|for the number of sales to set- 
| owners larger screens, 
which thereby established the 
trade-in market. Many of those 
are now able to buy the new 16- 
inch metal tube receivers for 
slightly more than they might have 
paid for their original 10-inch jobs. 
The desire for the larger tubes has 
been noticed by dealers in almost 
every price category. Thus, ac- 
cording to United States Televi- 
sion prez Hamilton Hoge, those 
with seven-inch sets now want the 
10-inchers, those with 10’s want 
the 12!4, and those with the 121!+- 
inch jobs now desire the 15 and 
16-inch models. 
10“%c for a Trade-in 

Most dealers will offer 10°% for a 
trade-in if the old set is in good 
condition. Dealer then puts the 
set into good working condition 
and offers it for sale at a reduced 
price and with a 90-day guarantee. 
Heaviest trade-ins so far have been 


Tnce's Silent Pix 
Offered for Tele 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Sixty silent pix are being put on 
the television market by the 
Thomas Ince estate. Films, all 
_made by the late director-producer, 
include subjects starring Hobart 
Bosworth, Charles Ray, Leatrice 
| Joy and William S. Hart. 

Vaude-booker Eddie Sherman, 
who is repping the Ince estate on 
| the footage, will get 50% of all 
'video coin realized. Deals are 
afoot with KFI-TV here and with 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. Sherman 
has a pricetag of $100 per telensing 
on most of the product. 


desiring 








Benny, Lum ’n’ Abner 


In TV Bow On KTTV 


Hollywood, March 1. 
| In the first bow of CBS’ new 


| 
{ 
| 


radio star talent into television, 
Jack Benny, Rochester and Lum 
’n’ Abner have been set to appear 
in an hour-long variety show next 
Tuesday (8) marking the official 
dedicatory kickoff of KTTV, Los 
Angeles Times station in which 
CBS owns a 49° interest. Show 
will mark the TV preem of the 
AM stars. 

Also scheduled for the program 
are the Andrews Sisters, Bob Cros- 
by and Margaret Whiting, all of 
whom have appeared in other TV 
|shows on the Coast. Benny will 
emcee the pregram and will also 
do a new hillbilly skit, plus a sa- 
tire of his “Love in Bloom” rou- 
tine with concert violinist Isaac 
/Stern. Murray Bolen will produce 
jthe show. 


gilt wi 
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VARIETY 


i 80 TELEVISION 
e.e * TV’ ; “que e ee 
s Sports Lexicon In de T 
British Working Class Due for Home | ..\.c20rs oa" .. side Television 
studying the sports lexicon from! gyudders of the Manhattan week: Any station from 8:30 to 9 Thurs. 


e & 
e archery to yachting. WJZ-TV, N.Y., day (24). There are such half hours that f 
TV : vig» rozen s t 
in Year; BBC Film Use Increasing will telecast a lacrosse game be-, Morgan’s face. If he’s as scared as he looks it ain't wuth if we mae 
+ 


———— 





tween the Seventh Regiment Ar- | SPOnsors who won't change their film commercials every two or three 
'mory team and Dartmouth College | weeks... .it might be a help to WPIX if Guy LeBow would stop trying 
| Saturday, March 12. to do comedy ....all-night jockeys who take a bow from Ed Sullivan's 

; | audience then talk it into a big appearance on television the rest of th 
WOR-TV, N. Y., has an option on | week for their listeners... couldn’t we all chip in and send PM's 








By HAROLD MYERS 
London, Feb. 22. 
Home television is going to be 





























New Tele Business 

within the means of the average 'televising indoor polo matches Johnny south? “Who dat” i j i 

; as ele : : south:.... at” has either ‘ ARC 
working class British family with-| U.S. Rubber Co. has signed to from the Squadron A Armory on | Wayne Griffen is still using the ait eon pig Mighisios raed g Amie : 
in the next 12 months. This is}sponsor “Lucky Pup’ on CBS-TV upper Park avenue, N. Y. | ....if a message comes from Phil Silvers of a Thursday answer : 
seen from tke industry’s price-| starting Monday (7) and will later | . | needs you....a football umpire would penalize that oo it. He 
cutting policy, and the aim now switch to the Friday spot. Agency | Contract would call for catching | terf ) af : 7 Pp > that narrator for in- 

: ‘ 26 >| terference on LS/MFT’s three-reelers. The series still talks ; 

is to manufacture a modest-type|is Fletcher Richards. Web last games, ineluding teams such as} \pije nothing happens ait the tein ; ; alks and talks 
home receiver, which will eost| week sold Tuesdays and Thursdays Meadowbrook and _ Morristown.! ,.onie home. b re a ° all the thinking Is of television keeping 
around $106, including installa-| 0" the across-the-board half-hour |Matches would also be negotiated ey it. hi Take e a mention it can also drive ‘em out of there. In 
tion. ; stanza to Ipana Toothpaste. with squads from Argentina and ° as already done it. 

. . WABD (DuMont, N.Y.) has com- | Mexico. id ; = a ; 

Such a development would put pletely sold out its spots hes Mica ws in addition to reviving oldtime vaude acts for theatre 
television in the forefront of com-| giately preceding and following | dates, 1s furthering the resurgence of live theatrical shows with talent 
petitive mass entertainment, and pickups of the N.Y. Yankees’ base- T fC ° BR P °° | developed on its own. For example, Chuck and Jack Luchsinger. ¢o- 
would play havoc with Loxoffice} pall games this year. General .0 ° in est osition | emcees on ABC-TV’s “Cartoon Teletales,”’ are scheduled for an experi- 
receipts at picture theatres andj} Foods, through Benton & Bowles, | T Mi | mental one-shot appearance on the stage of the RKO Kenmore, Brook- 
legit halls. . has pacted for 71 spots; Emerson 0 Buck ike Jacobs | lyn, March 12. Theatre has ballyhooed the show with handbills and 

At the present time only 100,000 Drugs has _ taken _35, through | " 9 ae newspaper ads and, if it proves successful, the team will be booked on 
receivers are in use in the London | BBD&O, and Barneys Clothes has | With Louis Abdication the entire RKO metropolitan circuit. 
area—the only part of the country | taken 36 via Emil Mogul Co. | ie | Same house recently booked CBS-TV’s “Lucky Pup” show for it 
equipped for video—but the num-| Hughes and Hatcher, Detroit re-|_ Joe Louis’ abdication of the stage, bringing back the program several weeks later for a repeat. 
ber is growing rapidly, and up- | tail men’s clothing store, pur- | heavyweight championship and Luchsingers will duplicate their Sunday evening video program draw. 
wards of 2,000 receiving sets are|chased a one-half hour television consequent loss of the 20th-Century | ing sketches to the accompaniment of story-telling for the mo oat 
being made available each week, remote program to celebrate the | Sporting Club’s biggest draw, has | audience. ppet 
One factory alone is responsible gna of their pad oe. “—. ‘put the Tournament of Champions | 
iar near alf the |The program, on WXYZ-TV, will|in most solid position since its| Bell Television, indi istri i : , 
for nearly halt the total output. _ |feature the “WAX Wackies”’ with | formation last year. T. of C.. com-| added distri on, Indie set distributor headquartering in N. Y., has 

With th tensi f transmis- : rm 3 ” added distribution of viewing tubes to its merchandisin -ogr 

; e extension of transmis-| Johnny Slagle as emcee. and will| prising CBS, Music Corp. of | lieving there will b plow : sing program, be- 
sion to Birmingham later in the; be telecast March 11, 7:30 p.m. \ Amerien. ‘Dave Charney’s Allied | yg wi e a growing need for retailers to have an adequate 
year, the potentialities of tele-| ai | ; “lea, mui ’ | Supply o replacement tubes on hand for customers who have used 

ee sy oo sagt In addition. Hughes and Hatcher | Syndicate and George Kletz, plas-| their sets for several years. Outfit will handle both tl 1 
vision are now being realized, and! ordered four one-minute spot an-| tics manufacturer, is currently at-| inch kinescopes under it ite tae e both the 12/2 and 15- 
in the picture and theatre world; nouncements March 9 and 10, to, tempting to line up a string of Until n “4 Bell er its own abel. 
jit is anticipated thut it will bring promote the store’s ( yeni og . aa 7? ue ea y ath ‘ : Ow, € pointed out, most tubes were bought directly by 

; yD ng on! heavyweights for a series of elimi-| manufacturers for use 1 se , . ae. 4 P Aes, 
about a transformation in trends WXYZ-TV. me cal rg gece dled se ns new sets. ' Now a steadily increasing number 
of entertainment. WGN-TV. Chi. announced : gts sets have been in use long enough to warrant retail dealers handling 

Exhibiting interests in the Lon-| Week renewal of Camel Sports _T. of C. is now in its best po- tubes for ‘direct sale as replacements to customers whose tubes have 

don area whe have been eyeing Caravan for Reynolds Tobacco sition to buck Mike Jacobs’ 20th Worn out and who are no longer covered by the manufacturers’ guaran- 
the growth of TV and endeavoring through William Esty agency; an-| Century, which is contracted for tee. ‘Average life of a viewing tube is believed to be about two years.) 
te calculate its effect on recei 4 nouncements for Cameo Curtains | Madison Square Garden fights. T. - . : 7 
ide ar helleve it hot tate ce S}|/through W. L. Sloan agency; of C. has a pact on the Polo! KLAC-TV will use a staff of three camera directors to handle the 
neta> ia tee 2 stantial ai ajor Maurice L. Rothschild through | Grounds, N. Y. Louis’ contract with | Los Angeles Angels and Hollywood Stars’ baseball games this year 
box ffice ti ki os “dur “ t te ne Mitchell-Faust agency; U.S. Rubber Jacobs was instrumental in getting | Due to the heavy schedule, Fred Henry, program director, decided that 
_ . texings : pps" oa pas through Fletcher Richards agency; heavyweights to lean to the Gar-| one man handling the cameras all season might tend to get sloppy ona 
y a. Pp ygpers eee =_— ea wits ig = Rosen's Men s Wear through Wil-| den because of the possibility of a | eventually slack off on the tough angles and fast play: Directors will 
eee sti old the view that liam Futterman agency; Atlas) crack at the title. The field is now therefore alternate to keep from becoming stale. Sam Balter will 
its ep competitive strength lies | —o Co. through Olian agency; | wide open and the outfit offering | handle audio on video games. Jack Sherman will announce the same 
in its novelty value, but that the | an Van Galder Co. through! the best terms is apt to get the nod | Over KLAC’s AM facilities — 
overall standard of programs is| Weston-Barnett agency. ' from the fighters | : 

not yet of a sufficient level to do, WBKB, Chi, announced announ- eth | Several advertisers—kid produc . i 

sevings damage to picture thes cements for Johnson’s Wax through Unfortunately,’ T. of C.’s° best | dies tee ‘ rs—kic _ proc ucts—are ogling Anchor Productions’ 

tres. Needham, Louis & Brorby; and’ bargaining position comes at a) packaged a of “Wizard Of Oz,” even though it isn’t completely 

lisiiais Whaihi tes: Wntaaiinaite | participations by N. Pritikin & Co. time when prospective television | = ABC y e fans call for three early-evening quarter hours weekly 
i\through Jones Frankel agency. and radio sponsors are resisting | ,; -IV, originating at WENR-TV, Chicago. Five basic characters 
In one week alone, out of a WNBQ, Chi, announced station|the terms offered by fight pro- | Wu be used, and it is expected total cast will come to a considerable 

total of just over 20 hours screen breaks for Cushman Rug Co.|moters. For a top non-champion- number. Phyllis Gordon is writing the series, R. W. Leach and D. W. 

time, almost one-third was filled| through E. R. Humphrey agency, | ship battle at the Polo Grounds | Orcutt of Anchor hold the rights. 

with moving pictures. The first|29d announcements for Belltone | it’s believed that tele rights id | 

: ee Hearing through Ruthrauff ‘¢ 5 oo Coast televisi j try i 

of the pix to be screened under ‘ oy gh Ruthrauff & Ryan | go for around $75,000. Majority of | ,, ~O85* ‘etevision industry is pleased over KFI-TV’s move into day- 

the recent deal with Ealing Stu- OV ENR , “ | fights would run between $25,000 | time programming with reduced rates. Ad agency feeling is that local 

dios, starring George Formby and | yer Gacouks ‘cen announced Hoo-| and $50,000. T. of C. is currently | sponsors will now take a flier into the medium which could pay off 

Florence Desmond, was aired re-| Sne-weekly se ey: } seo sponsor getting $2,500 for video rights to | with the reduced rate card. Other outlets here are watching to see 

cently and, although it is a pre-| ——— Jur House,” | the tiffs it’s been staging at the whether move will prove profitable at this time, thus saving th 

war production, it was probably | (Continued on page 40) ‘Manhattan Centre, N. Y. bes experimenting. Dealers appear to be most pleased in that this 
new to man f the y > . is the first ti , , ‘ ae : ’ 
y of the younger look-| thing i. oe ae been able to show prospective customers any- 




































































ers-in. Some of the film enter- 
tainment, however, is of an excep- B 
tionally low standard and can ap- f | | usinessmen, who have always found i iffi ir i 
peal only to a comparatively small rea iOwnl 0 ¥ : S trial films exhibited, are Senceniink wh TV stations t Piste wei mopar 
audience. In more established video centers, such as New York caiuhaniag r hick 
Interesting sail die incr iad Number of television sets in the U. S. as of Feb. 1 numbered ap- want their pix shown cuffo are given the brush: But in other cities 
programs is the securing of direct proximately 1,180,000, representing an increase of 180,000 over new tele stations are taking the commercial films for free. 
i listener appeal and participation. those installed as of Jan. 1. Included in the latest total are 1,082,100 : 
gf Recently, as part of a magazine for the 31 cities which now boast 54 TV stations on the air (includ- 
i program, the first episode of a se- ing Dallas, which has no station yet but which receives a signal 
i rial was presented. Subsequent from nearby Fort Worth). Rest of them were in other cities which | e e 
£ episodes were written by viewers expect TV in the near future. Metropolitan N. Y. continued far in a er 
j who were asked to adhere to the the lead, With 450,000 sets installed, according to the NBC research | 
4 number and type of characters,| ‘ivision compilations. Following is the city-by-city breakdown: | —_ —— 
4} and the winners of each six-minute i 
sketch received a $20 prize Cit No. of No. of Inc. Over | New York Growing Paynes,” lectured at Pete 
. ity Stations Sets Last Month Martin’s (ABC) New School TV 
Another program with direct lis- New York ere es eee ere 6 450,000 40,000 Maury Holland replacing Harry | Class last night (1)... To get back- 
tener appeal is the Inventors’ Club, WiiinGelhe sooo sce cnseiss 3 119,000 17009 | Herrmann as producer of “Kraft;8round for forthcoming piece on 
where very month new inventions BOG ABBE 20.66... sseeses 6 89,300 9,700 | Television Theatre,” with Herr- |TV, Betty Forsling, radio-video 
are demonstrated to viewers. EE Sct lvtiakticcskaves 4 75,000 23000 |mann taking over production reins |(n ot, teow ee™: has been work- 
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Roach Sees Bars, Lounges, Homes As ‘WIMI-TV's 45-Hr. Spread 
Non-Tele Outlets for This Vidpix 


With Hollywood television film + 


{ 





producers stymied by the limited | 
budgets which TV advertisers can | 
now afford, Hal Roach, Sr., plans | 
to release all his vidpix for non- 
tele use in 16m form in order to' 
poost his gross. Roach hopes to 
sell the 16m versions both to bars" 
and cocktail lounges and to homes, 
as a means of expanding his out- 
lets and thus obtain enough money 
to permit the quality he hopes to 
inject into his product. . 

In N. Y. to showcase samples of 
his first six series to ad agencies 
and networks, Roach, who is the 
first bigtime Hollywood producer 
to abandon theatrical film produc- 
tion entirely in favor of pix for 
video, declared that bars should 
offer a natural market for the 
product. They do their best busi- 
ness, he pointed out, between 5 
and 7 p.m. or late at night. In the | 
late afternoon hours, he said, all 
the bars can get on TV are kid | 
shows and late at night there is vod 
tele. Consequently, he said, they | 
should jump at the chance to buy | 
half-hour films for 16m projection. 

If the plan works out, Roach 
would set up a clearance system 
under which the pix would not be 
available on 16m form until a cer- 
tain time after they had played on 


tele. Market for home sets, he 
said, would lie in those market 
areas Which will not have TV 


facilities for some time. In addi- 
tion, he pointed out, people with 
16m home projectors might want 
the pix te screen at times of the 
day or night when they would not 
be available on tele. 
Participating Sponsors 

Roach also is mulling the idea 
of selling each series of films to 
three or more participating spon- 
sors, instead of to a single national 
advertiser. Gross could also be 


(Continued on page 38) 


IATSE, IBEW Team 
On TV Control 


In a move to split control over 
television technicians between 
their organizations, two of three 
major unions struggling for hege- 
mony in the new medium have 
reached a working agreement on 
jurisdictional problems. Informal 
agreement between the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
is the result of more than six 
months’ huddling between execs 
of both unions. 

The National Assn. of Broadcast 
Engineers and Technicians, the 
third union which has not been 
invited into the inter-union pact, 
opened an attack against the 
IATSE last week with charges that 
the latter union has made “peace 
in the television field impossible in 
the foreseeable future.” NABET ac- 
cuses IATSE of trying to take over 
jobs, such as dolly pushing, kine- 
scope recording, sound technicians 
and others, which, it’s claimed, is 
normally in NABET’s orbit of tech- 
nical operations. NABET and 
IATSE are eurrently involved in 
hearings before the Nationai Labor 
Relations Board to determine the 
bargaining agency for NBC-TV and 
ABC-TV technicians. 

Threatening an = all-out fight 
against IATSE, NABET prexy John 
R. MeDonnell said his union “will 
defend with vigor” its jurisdiction- 
al rights over broadcasting person- 
nel in both AM and TV. NABET’s 
exec board met last week to discuss 
their next step against the IA but 
no decision has been announced 
as yet. 

NABET received its first jolt 
from the IATSE-IBEW tacit united 
front a couple of months ago when 
it was edged out of WPIX, N. Y., 
Jurisdictional picture. IATSE and 

W, as a result of NLRB elec- 
tions at WPIX, walked off with 
full control of the various craft 
divisions into which the station’s 
Personnel jad been divided. 








Tigers in Training 
Detroit, March 1. 
WXYZ-TV will televise spring 
training activities of the Detroit 
igers, starting March 9. The pro- 
8rams are scheduled for two days 
a week, Wednesday and Friday. 


The program will be a film pres- 
entation, 


‘ 


WOIC’s SRO Sign 


Washington, March 1, | 

WOIC, Bamberger TV station in 
Washington, has hung out the SRO 
sign tor advertisers. The video 
outfit, which has been on the air 
only since January 16. says it 
can't even squeeze in another 30- | 
second spot. 

Parent station, WOR, N. Y.. has 
been on the air 27 years, and does | 
a $5,000,000 annual business, but 
can't say it’s “full up.” WOIC is 
on the air 35 hours weekly. 


[ville Group Set 





To Go Ahead 


| work 


Washington, March 1. 

The Louisville Courier-Journal 
told the Federal Communications 
Commission today it plans to have 
its television station on the air by 
the spring of 1950 and that it will 
go ahead with the project regard- 
less of whether transfer of WHAS 
to the Crosley Corp. is approved. 


| Victor A. Sholis, director of WHAS, 


said the company has been oc- 
cupied in moving its radio facilities 
into a new building and that con- 
struction difficulties have delayed 
its television station. 

He estimated the outlet will take 
a loss of $150,000 to $200,000 the 
first year of operation. “If the loss 
doesn't run that high, then I am a 
business genius,” he said. | 

WHAS officials testified at hear- | 
ings which began yesterady (28) on 
the delay in building the video sta- 


|tion and the projected transfer of 


the WHAS, WHAS-FM, and 
WHAS-TV properties to Crosley. 
Recently, Bob Hope and the Fort 
Industry Co. withdrew from the 
contest for the $1,925,000 package 
deal. Earlier Lisle Baker Jr., 
WHAS v.p. and treasurer, testified 
that the company has invested over 
$1,000,000 in radio and video facil- 
ities and equipment within the last 
three years. 

He said the decision to sell was 
due to the reluctance of the Bing- 
ham family, owners of WHAS, to 
accept outside financing for expan- 
sion of their newspaper and radio 
operations. He added that personal 
ownership and control has been 
almost “almost a fetish’ with both 
the late Judge Barry Bingham and 
his’ son, Barry Jr. 

WHAS was represented by Ne- 
ville Miller and Wilson Wyatt. 
counsel, both former mayors of 
Louisville. 


3 CHI STATIONS TO 
CARRY CUBS’ GAMES 


Chicago, March 1. 

Three Chi tele stations will carry 
all of the Cubs’ home games this 
vear. Rogers Hornsby will be at 
the microphone for WENR-TV, Joe 
Wilson for WBKB, and Jack Brick- 
house for WGN-TV. 

In making the announcement, 
Cubs gm. Jim Gallagher said, 
“We realize that television is in its 
infancy. But we believe video may 
play an important role in baseball, 
and we want to give the stations 
every opportunity to develop and 
improve television techniques. 
Cubs did not charge for video 
rights. 


‘Blind Date’ for TV Bow; 
Schubert Regains Rights 


Bernard L. Schubert of Radio 
Artists Corp. has regained rights 
to “Blind Date” and will introduce 
it on WJZ-TV later this month. Ar- 
lene Francis will again star as 
mistress of ceremonies. 

As an AM network airer during 
the war, “Blind Date” featured 
servicemen competing for Stork 
Club dates with models. In the 
video reprise, college students and 
alumni will be used. Schubert 
was producer of the show when it 
debuted for Maxwell House Coffee 
in 1943. It has had sucessful stage 








engagements in New York, Boston, 
Detroit, Milwaukee and other 
cities. i 


Milwaukee, March 1. 
WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee Journal 
station, extended its daytime pro- | 
gramming to include Monday and | 
Tuesday afternoons, starting Mon- 
day (28). Added hours increases | 
the station's present average of 35 | 

hours of weekly operation to 45. 
Daily shows start at 2:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays and at 

3:30 on Saturdays and Sundays. 


DuMont Ups Rates 
For 2 Stations 


DuMont television, following the 
pattern already established by sev- 
eral other stations, announced this 
week a boost in rate charges for 
WABD (N.Y.) and WDTV (Pitts- 
burgh), both owned-and-operated 
stations. Increases are based on the 
hike in set circulation, which has 
far surpassed in percentage terms 
the actual boost in rates in the 
two cities. 

At the same time, DuMont net- 
chief Mortimer E. Loewi 
tapped Trevor Adams, fermer ra- 
dio-TV contact for the N. Y. Yan- 
kees, as assistant to web sales chief 
Tom Gallery. Gallery also came 
over to DuMont from the Yanks. 
where Adams had been one of his 
top aides. 

WABD’s rate increase, effective 
yesterday (Tues.), brings the sta- 
tion’s base hourly charge for Class 
A time from $1,000 up to $1,250, 
a hike of 25°. Number of sets in 
circulation in the N. Y. metropoli- 
tan area, since the last rate card 
went into effect Oct. 1, is up 35°. 
All advertisers currently on WABD 
are to be protected on their pres- 
ent contracts until Sept. 1 at the 
old rates, 


WDTYV, effective April 1, boosts 
its nighttime rate from $250 to 
$300 per hour, an increase of 20% 
which, according to DuMont, is 
consistent with the rapid increase | 
in set ownership in Pittsburgh. Ad- 
vertisers currently using WDTV’s 
facilities will continue under the 
old rates until Oct. 1. 








Video Guild’s Position 
In Authors League Made 
Stronger Despite SWG 


The newly-organized 
Writers Guild is being more com- 
pletely integrated into the Authors 
League, it’s revealed, with the an- 
nouncement that TWG reps will be 
named shortly to the lJeague’s 
standing committees. such as cen- 
sorship and copyright. Executive 
committee of the TWG is submit- 
ting names of candidates to Oscar 
Hammerstein II, league prexy, to 
sit on the committees along with 
reps from the Authors Guild, 


Television 


‘Dramatists Guild and Radio Writ- 


ers Guild. 

TWG organizing committee met 
Friday (25) and approved plans of 
the executive committee for the 
setting up of four committees to 
handle membership, drafting of a 
constitution, craft meetings and 
markets. Principles for contracts 
were outlined, covering these gen- 
eral policies: leasing of material, 
with no outright sale; maintenance 
of a continuing financial interest in 
the material with additional pay- 
ments for each re-use or a per- 
centage arrangement for contin- 
uing use via film or kinescope re- 
cording; contracts to be made for 
existing number of stations. with 
additional stations reqiuring addi- 


‘tional payment; copyright to be in 
‘name of author; where writer has 


provided the idea or format, his 
interest in the package should be 
consistent with his contribution 
and should be in addition to his 
compensation as script writer 
Action of the league in building 
the TWG has riled the Screen 
Writers Guild, which feels it 
should have jurisdiction over the 
video scripters. Some RWG mem- 
bers also feel miffed, believing that 
the RWG should have been given 
the greenlight to organize TY 
writers. They point to the fact thai 
the RWG’s original charter gave it 
jurisdiction over video too. 





Cleveland — Joseph A. Jenkins. 
formerly of WBEN-TY. is the new 


production manager al NBC's 
WNBK-TV, replacing Robert Jd 
Spencer who resigned. j 


FCC Sets Probe of AT&T Moves: 
Co-ax to Unite 2 Cities This Year 





Hodges’ Four-Bagger 


A TV four-bagger was scored by 
Russ Hodges last week when he 
appeared on all four video nets in 
five days. 

In addition to his daily DuMont 
“Russ Hodges Scoreboard” stint, 
Hodges reported the Tournament 
of Champions fights Wednesday 
(23) over CBS-TV, substituted for 
Martin Block on the “Chesterfield 
Supper Club” Friday over NBC- 
TV and emceed “Bowling Head- 
lines’”’ Sunday over ABC-TV. 


WB to Use Stars 
In Video Debut 


Hollywood, March 1. 

Series of big name 
shows utilizing studio contract 
players is being mapped by Warn- 





ers for the company’s bow into 
video. Plans are being made 
despite Federal Communications 


Commission delay of green light to 
Warners for buy of the Thackrey 
television and_ radio interests. 
Move by the company is expected 
to be the first to break down antip- 
athy of the studios against letting 
their stars appear on tele. 

Kinescope recording unit will be 
installed at KLAC-TV. local tele 
outlet that Warners will purchase, 
in mid-March. Unit is being set up 
at the studio. Present plans are to 
put the equipment into use at the 
tele station during the first week 
in April. 

Col. Nathan Levinson, Warners’ 
veepee in charge of engineering, 
is working on a mobile kinescope 
unit. He said mobile idea hasn't 
been popular to date because of 
the recording ,equipment’s  sensi- 
tiveness. However, some type of 
shock-absorber device can be 
rigged up to make the mobile unit 
| readily practical, he said. Mobile 
kinescope will carry its own film 
developer to insure’ immediate 
availability for film. This would 
enable the station to record day- 
time events on the spot, present- 
ing them as delayed telecasts dur- 
ing the station’s evening operat- 
ing hours. Unit will also allow 
station to set up quickly on “flash” 
events and record local happenings 
which could be developed and 
shown at the station almost imme- 
diately. 


BALTO’S WMAR-TV 


i 





20%, RATE CARD HIKE 


Baltimore, March 1. 

WMAR-TV. CBS television out- 
let here, instituted a 20% hike in 
its rate card, effective today 
(Tues.), boosting the charge from 
$250 to $300 for a nighttime hour. 
Increase is in line with that slated 
for WCBS-TV, key N. Y. outlet of 
the CBS-TV web. which boosts its 
nightime hour rate from $1,000 to 
$1,200. 

Despite the increase, circulation 
rates for WMAR-TV have actually 
dropped 77%—trom $37.31 to $8.41 
per thousand. That is based on the 
fact that, while the rates have been 
upped 20% over the last card, in- 
stituted in April, 1948, set owner- 
ship since then has jumped from 
6.700 to more than 40,000. CBS 
advertisers using the station as of 
March 1 are to be protected at the 
old rate on all periods used with- 
out interruption until Sept. 1. 


Ditto in Toledo 
Toledo, March 1. 

WSPD-TV. CBS tele outlet in 
Toledo, ups its basic nighttime 
rate effective today ‘Tues.’ from 
$150 to $200 per hour. Increase 
is based on a boost in TV set 
ownership of 16 times in the last 
nine months. 


Erie WICU Bow 
Erie. Pa.. March 1. 
WICU. television station owned 
and operated by the Erie Dispatch, 
was scheduled to take the air with 
test patterns today ‘Tues.) and to 
launch its regular programming 
March 15. 
Station is the first in northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania. Layman W 
Cameron is general manager. 


television , 


+ Washington, March 1. 


| An investigation into the law- 
/fulness of proposed practices of 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. and certain Bell System com- 
panies in furnishing coaxial cable 
and microwave channels for tele- 
‘vision transmission was ordered 
yesterday (28) by the FCC. The 
Commission acted on a complaint 
filed recently by Television Broad- 
casters Assn., DuMont and Philco, 
charging that modified regulations 
adopted by the telephone com- 
panies are hindering video develop- 
ment. 

AT&T was charged with refusing 
to inter-connect its facilities with 
} non-owned microwave relay links. 
| Hearings last December resulted in 
modification of practices which 
| video companies said still dis- 
criminated against them. The Com- 
mission ordered these modifica- 
tions, which were to have taken 
effect March 1, suspended until 
June 1. 


13 More Cities Linked 

Thirteen more cities are to be 
linked to the east and midwest 
television networks by an extension 
of the Bell System’s coaxial cable 
routes this year, bringing the num- 
ber of interconnected cities to 27. 
Expansion of networking facilities 
will double the number of miles 
of channels now available. 

New cities to be added to the 
cable or radio relay channels in- 
clude Providence and Wilmington 
by summer; Lancaster, Pa., and 
Erie, Rochester, N.Y., and Dayton, 
Columbus and Cincinnati by fall, 
and Albany, Syracuse, Schenectady, 
Utica and Rome, N.Y., before the 
end of the year. In addition, more 
work has been scheduled on the 
_new radio relay link between N-Y. 
and Chicago this year, which will 
open up new TV channels between 
the east and midwest. And, the 
phone company announced, besides 


(Continued on page 38) 


Eddie Small-UA 
— Talking Vidpix 


Edward Small and United Artists’ 
video department have been in 
huddles for the past several weeks 
on a deal by which the producer 
would turn out a series of shorts 
‘and. featurettes for TV. Small is 
;anxious to get into the new field, 
|but won't go ahead until UA can 
|prove it will be profitable, which 
‘it is now endeavoring to demon- 
strate to him. 

Company has no_ performance 
Statistics to show yet, but expects 
to very shortly. It plans to start 
selling to TV stations within the 
next few weeks. John Mitchell, 
head of the department, has lined 
up a considerable number of single 
pix and series which can be offered. 

Company has decided against 
using its regular film staff for ped- 
dling the video product. Instead, 
it will hire two salesmen, who will 
divvy up the country outside of 
New York. Latter will be handled 
by Mitchell. It is expected that the 
size of the road men’s territories 
will gradually shrink as new sta- 
tions are opened. UA exchanges 
will be used for physical handling 
of the product, billing, collections 
and other details. 


TELESPORTS FORMED TO 
_ OK CROSLEY STOCKPILE 








| Cincinnati, March 1. 


To insure a stockpile for sports 
telecasts on its stations here and 
in Dayton and Columbus, O., Cros- 
ley Broadcasting Corp. has 
formed Telesports, Inc., a $100,000 
corporation. Its incorporators are 
James D. Shouse, president, and 
Robert E. Dunville and Dwight W. 
Martin. vice presidents, of the 


| parent company 


Under terms of its state charter, 
Telesports may promote protes- 
sional sports events and also bring 
in road shows. Dunville said it 
expects to get into operation with- 
in 60 days 

One of the sites under consider- 
ation is the 4,500-seat north wing 
of Musie Hall, where Crosley’s 
WLWT originates weekly wrestling 


, telecasts. 
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i Affiliates of the National Broadcasting 
Company hereby express unanimous and enthusiastic 
approval of the network’s program policies, past, present 
and those proposed for the future. 


Further, they are in complete accord with NBC’s plan 


to afford opportunities to new American talent, and 
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CHICAGO, FEBRUARY 28, 1949 


are confident that this field has unlimited potentialities. 
To the end that all NBC programs, present and future, shall 
have the widest opportunity, the affiliates declare their inten- 


tion to accomplish the most aggressive promotion campaign 





in the history of the industry—so that NBC shall further 


strengthen its position as the nation’s number one network. 
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THE LAMBS GAMBOL 


With Bobby Clark, Bert Lytell, 


Gene Tunney, Otto Kruger, Har- 

eld Hoffman, Walter Greaza, Jay 

Jostyn, Jack Tyler, William Gax- 

ton, Hobart 

Kibbee, Horace Braham, Bob 

Hawk, Mac Perrin, Jack Wilson, 

Leo Bernache, Johnny McManus 

orch, Male Chorus 
Producer: Herb Leder 
Director: Tom McDermott 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Benton & Bowles) 

Some sort of history was made 
in television Sunday night on NBT 
when Bobby Clark, he of the faked 
specs, the gauche costume and the 
smoking cigar, made his first ap- 
pearance before the TV cameras. 
It's of comparative unimportance 
that the occasion was the premiere 
in video of “The Lambs Gambol,” 
a weekly tele version of the pe- 
riodic, private Lambs gamboling. 
The important item was that a 
great sight comic was 
what might well be his only ap- 
pearance in tele, and only for the 
actors’ club to which he is so 
closely linked as a member. Clark 
has professed 
overtures. 

Appearing in a scene from “As 
the Girls Go.” the Mike Todd mu- 
sical in which he is starred on 
Broadway, Clark saved the initial 
Lambs tele show. Without him it 
would have been nothing more 
than an introduction to the public 
of what the Lambs represent, the 
history of the club, etc. For Clark 
clearly defined himself, in his TV 
debut, as not only a star of a hit 
musical, but also as a commodity for 
home consumption. Whatever the 
age of his audience, Clark’s broad 
travesties and  buffooneries are 
whammo showmanship; though for 


ness with the gay deceivers may 
require a more sensitive approach. 
Clark was uproariously funny in 
the barbershop scene from “Girls,” 
in which he dresses up. in femme 
garb, as a manicurist. His little 
pieces of business have been mod- 
els for duplicatiomwherever there 
are comics plying their trade. 
There were other performances 
on this first bill, but they seemed 
just stage waits. until the appear- 


ance of the show’s star. There was 
pantomime 


Jack Tyler with his 


| THE HARTMANS 


| Director: Garry Simpson 
Cavanaugh, Guy, 


-TEXTRON, INC. 
'NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


| weekly 


making | 


to ignore all TV, 
| two 


| with 


: | faces. 
the video “family time” that busi- | 


With Grace and Paul Hartman, 
Harold Stene, Loring Smith 
Producer: Harry Herrmann 


Writers: Frank Wilson, Ted Luce 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m, 


(J. Walter Thompson) 

Apparently committed definitely 
to straight comedy, sans dancing, 
the Hartmans launched their first. 
half-hour television show | 
Sunday night (27) on NBC-TV with 
a straight situation comedy format. 
Only trouble was, the situations | 
weren’t funny enough. Despite the 





team’s comedic talents, the pro- 
gram dragged too much in spots 
and the fault obviously lay with 


the script. Given a sprightlier writ- 
ing job and some production brush- 
ing up, this program should settle 
down into a welcome Sunday night 
offering. 

Preem performance, static as it 
was, gave promise of better things 
to come. Situations revolved about 
the Hartmans as a suburban couple 
at home on a Sunday morning. 
Some of the gags were good and 
some not so good, but there was 


ithe gamut of emotion. 


too much time between the better | 


ones. Some of the slow pace might 
also have been due to the expan- 
sive set, which was too big for the 
chief characters to handle 
ease. Several more players 
are due to enter the program next 
week, which should help obviate 
that difficulty. 

Harry Herrmann, producing the 
show for the J. Walter Thompson 
ad agency, and NBC-TV director 
Garry Simpson, failed to take ad- 
vantage of one of the Hartmans’ 
best attributes—their expressive 
Apparently proud of that 
multiple-room set, they tried to get 
as much of it into the cameras as 
possible, which left little room for 
the necessary closeups. Hartmans, 


|nonetheless, still managed to pro- 
| ject 
‘Stone, as the handyman, and Lor- 


their comedy well. Harold 


ing Smith, as the ebullient brother- , 


in-law, fit their parts capably. 


Textron commercials were con- 
fined to the usual opening, mid- 
point and closing. They were 
both informative and entertaining, 
thereby making them easy to take. 

Stal. 


drunk act. which he did effective- 
ly. There were “The Three Little 
Maids” (Mac Perrin, Jack Wilson . . —— . 
and Leo Bernache), also in femme A W OMAN TO REMEMBER 
attire and paraphrasing Gilbert & With John Raby, Patricia Wheel, 
Sullivan’s “Mikado” verse to Frank Thomas, Joan Castle 
troduce the show. Writer: John Haggart 

Bert Lytell, Shepherd of the) Director: Bob Steel 
Lambs, introduced some of the od ere Mon. thru Fri., 3 p.m. 
club’s members for hows, and these | SUsta & pre 
included Gene Tunney, Otto, WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 
Kruger, former New Jersey Gov., “A Woman To Remember” suc- 
Harold G. Hoffman, Walter Greaza ceeds in shaping the soap opera 
and Jay Jostyn. Guy Kibbee, as a formula to television’s require- 
waiter in the Lambs restaurant, ments. Like the AM soapers, this 
was shown explaining some of the | program inches along an_ infinite 
club’s traditions to a newcomer.| Story line, building small daily 
Bob Hawk handled a too-long in-| climaxes to lure viewers to_ the 
troduction of Clark. who was chief- | following day’s episode. John Hag- 
ly aided in the “Girls” sketch by gard’s scripting has a professional 
Hobart Cavanaugh, who's also in tone with the hokey situations 


in- 


the Todd show. given an aspect of realism via 
For _the uninitiated. the 75- honest, simple dialog. 
year hisiory of the Lambs is briet- A clever story device. which 


ly reviewed. TV “Gambol” marked bases the serial on the happenings 
the first time the show was given within a radio soap opera cast, con- 
a public performance, and virtually tributes heavily to making this 
the entire membership has signi- airer persuasive. The setting is a 
fied its intention to participate in regular AM studio and the players 
this variety-format show, using ma- impersonate the full soaper com- 


terial. to a considerable extent, plement from director to sound 
from past “membership only” effects man. The plot is concerned 
shows. with the conflicts within the com- 
The video “Gambol,” inciden- pany, stemming from the direc- 
tally. intends to use women per- tor’s replacement of one of 
formers as “special guests”; here- regulars with a newcomer who's 


tofore, the Lambs, an exclusively generally detested. This yarn plays 
male organization, used their own counterpoint with the inner serial 
members to play femme characters. which is glimpsed partially through 
There was a cute commercial for the rehearsal proceedings. 
Maxwell House — the spon- While scope of 
atter 


sor, in which the a _Wwas Te- necessari!y limited, sight values 
vealed as the club’s “new a had ,add measurably to this soaper’s 
ber. ann. interest. Competent cast, headed 


by John Raby, as the director; 

ACT IT OUT Patricia Wheel, as the soaper star; 
With Bill Berns, emcee, guests 
Producer: West Hooker 

Director: Ralph Nelson 

30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. 

J. B. WILLIAMS CO. 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

“Act It Out.” one of the best of 
the long list of television charade 
programs now on the air, has been 
taken over for sponsorship by the 
J. B. Williams Co., and moved trom 
its former Wednesday night spot 
to a choicer segment on Sunday. 
With the exception of the added 
commercials, the show is basically 
the same as it was when a sustainer 
and should attract a good share of 
Sunday night stay-at-homes. 

Format has two teams, each com- 
prising some lesser players from 
current Broadway legiters. compet- 
ing against each other for the 
distinction of walking home with 
the “Dinoscosaur,” a_ plaster of 
paris prize. Winning team returns 


and Joan Castle, as the heavy. per- 
form with a natural air that builds 
the illusion of a real soap opera 
family. Herm. 


charade problems probably brings 
them into the pro class, which 
makes the show that much more 
interesting for the audience. 

As staged Sunday (27). emcee 
Bill Berns gave each of the con- 
testants a problem, which he had 
to work until a member of his 
team solved it. For some of the 
problems, the viewers were shown 
subtitles, but others were done 
blind so the audience could enter 
into the spirit. It all made for an 
interesting half-hour. Berns han- 
dled his emcee cnores capably and 
the participants, from “Goodbye 
My Fancy” and “Silver Whistle,” 
kept the program perking. 

Commercials tor Williams Shav- | 


each week against a new group of ing Cream and Aqua-Velva, in- 
contestants. Since the guests are tegrated for the most part into 
ail thesps, their acting out of the, the script, were good. Stal. | 


the action is: 


Frank Thomas, as the sound man, | 


ENCORE 

With Dorothea MacFarland, Har- 
moneers; Patricia Morison, 
Blanche Yurka, guests 

Director: Jack Balch 

30 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 





WPIX, N. Y. 

“Encore” has everything one can 
conceivably cram into a 30-minute 
program, including an _ emcee, 


‘Dorothea MacFarland, with enough 


zest and emotional his- 
trionics to distribute among a 
dozen femmes. At the bat of an 
eye she can switch from a musi- 
comedy routine into an interview, 
on the one hand, with a Patricia 
Morison-type guest, to a Blanche 
Yurka-type guest, and respond to 
both with a _ variety of facial 
grimaces and expressions that span 
She can 
put so much energy into a mere 
shifting of positions on a sofa as 
to leave both herself and her audi- 
ence gasping for air and breath- 
less. A quiet evening of chitchat 
in a studio is not for the likes of 
Miss MacFarland. 

For the first few weeks of “En- 
core’s”’ showcasing. it was a 20- 
minute affair, but last week it was 
expanded into a 30-minute format 
and slotted Thursday evenings at 
7:30, allowing the “hostess” greater 
opportunities to give vent to her 
feelings and to grab off legit per- 
sonalities before curtain time. 

Miss Morison, in a hurry for the 
8:30 “Kiss Me, Kate’’ curtain, had 
to content herself with a_ brief 
talkfest — with Miss MacFarland, 
accompanied by the Harmoneers, 


bounce, 


taining’? Miss Morison with a ver- 
sion of “‘We Open in Venice” from 
the “Kate” musical. 

No sooner had Miss Morison dis- 
appeared than the hostess was ab- 


sorbed in Miss Yurka as the latter) Winchell’s turn, which had him as| year pianistics and 


was a pretty poor hour of enter- 
tainment last week (22) on an 
overall basis, though individual 
'minutes worked up some reaction. 
/Program was marked by uncertain 
and slipshod production in the use 
‘of artists—for example, the almost 
complete waste of Lucille Ball and 
| the too brief use of such an act 
'as the Inkspots, while turns infe-_ 
‘rior in quality and name value 
drew overboard running time. 
Walter O’Keefe emceed the show 
in the absence of Milton Berle, 
who returned last night (Tues.), 
and his gags and tunes added little 
lustre to the generally poor per- 
formances by other guest-subs for 
Berle in recent weeks. During 
Berle’s absence, this show degen- 
erated into a straight vaude produc- 
tion, with little in the way of 
production, lighting and material | 
| to recommend it. 
| Mathis Duo, unicyclists, and Wally | 
|Brown’s comical double-talk act. | 
| preceded the Ink Spots, who were | 
‘confined to “Maybe” and 
|Didn’t Care,” two of their oldies, 
‘and both _ ballads, 
| Then Miss Ball was thrown away | 





‘in a silly crossfire bit with Paul| started off slowly, 
Jerry | much at his own antics, but wound 


Winchell and his dummy 





ooos 


Tele Follow-up Comment 


AA AAAAAAAAADAAAAADAAAAEAAAADAAAARAARRAR LS 
Texaco show (NBC-TV) again|as the British doctor, and Napo. 


leon’s entourage, com Prising 
Nicholas Saunders, Philip Coolidge 
Kendall Clark, Stephen Courtleigh’ 
Guy. Repp and Frances Tannehil] 
handled their parts well. Produc- 
tion and direction, under the 
supervision of Fred Coe, were up 
to the series’ usual top standards. 


“Toast of the Town” offered an 
uneven variety layout on CBS 
Sunday night (27). Several of the 
acts were firstrate but the session 
as a whole jelled only into medio- 
cre vaudeo. This session sutfered 
from poor routining which bunched 
the show’s top turns at the outset 
and failed to maintain the level. 

After a standard acro-terp open- 
ing by Patricia Wymore, Larry 
Storch, young nitery comic, scored 
with a series of adroit impressions 
of British and French characters 
which, despite their subtlety, were 
effectively projected over TY. 
Patricia Morison, star of the legit 
musical, “Kiss Me, Kate,” also 


“If 1|came over strongly with two of the 


Cole Porter show tunes, “So in 


incidentally. | Love” and “Wunderbar.” 


Don Cummings, another comic, 
laughing too 


| Mahoney, which called for her to; up with a kick as he swung into 
| plant a kiss on the dummy’s lips.| his caricature of a spot announcer. 
| This looked more ridiculous than! In the closing spot, Miguelito Val- 
reversing the’practice and “enter- | it sounds, since she obviously felt | dez gave a lift to the proceedings 


ridiculous. Actress 


|aping of a radio giveaway 
that was okay. 


did a bit from “Lysistrata” and aa dentist drawing one of his dum- | 


quickie from “Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest.” Though why the 
cameras insisted on focusing equal 
attention on Miss MacFarland’s 
reactions to 
contribs is one of those unsolved 
TV mysteries. Except that, if the 
success of a program is weighed 
in terms of an emcee’s animation 
—this is it. Rose. 


THE FLAME CLUB 

With The Three Flames, guests 
Producer: Wes Hooker 
Director: Alan Neuman 

| 30 Mins.; Wed., 10:45 p.m. 
WNBT, New York 

The Three Flames, who do a 15- 
minute afternoon stanza four times 
a week, have a combination of tal- 
; ents that makes this half-hour tip- 
top TV. Their music and singing 
is catchy and their humor, infor- 
'mal and jivey, is infectious. Kid- 
!ding of trio, Bill Pollard, on the 
' bull fiddle, guitarist Tiger Haynes, 
and pianist Roy Testamark, is 
sharp. 

Each of the Flames competed to 
bring in the best guest, and they 
all did well—dancing vocalist Avon 
Long, trumpeter Hot Lips Page 
and pianist-singer Martha Davis, 
each performing twice. Camera 
work was excellent. With Miss 
Davis, studio lights were dimmed 
and a spot used. to lend an intime 
cafe atmosphere. For Long’s num- 
ber, cross spots created the effect 
of his dancing with two shadows 
and a double - exposure montage 
had him dancing with himself. 

The Flames are natural comics 
and did a swell job with a jam 
session finale. They're pretty hot. 

Bril. 


BILL VEECK REPORTS TO THE 
FANS 





the ~with Veeck, Bob Neal and Guest 


Producer: Jim Breslin 

15 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 

—— ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
WEWS-TV, Cleveland 

(Lang, Fisher & Stashower) 

Sports and news-wise, WEWS-TV 
has come up with one of the choice 
stanzas of the season. Bill Veeck, 


besides being boss man of the 
/Cleveland Indians. makes news 
whenever he opens up. At the 


moment, he’s engaged in a rhubarb 
with Cleveland over Stadium ren- 
tal fees and with N. Y. Yankee 
general manager George Weiss. 
Hence, whenever he “reports” he'll 
make news. 

On his opening stint, however. 
the news was made by Tribe man- 
ager Lou Boudreau who. collaborat- 
ing with sportscaster Bob Neal, 
gave a video presentation of the 
pitcher-to-shortstop pickoff play at 
second base. The stanza moved 
along at a fast clip although pro- 


duction-wise several slips were 
noticeable; i.e, phones ringing 
after “hello.” etc. Those were 


minor points that undoubtedly will 
be corrected. , 
Veeck promises to answer ques- 
tions submitted by the tans and 
best question on sports each week 


‘will get a clock-radio 


G-E, incidentally, sponsored last 
year’s home games. and Rialto ru- 
mors have it the light company 
will be back again in a similar spot. 

Mark. 


;my’s teeth. It 
‘routine most of the way and it 
strengthened Winchell’s hold as 
| tele’s No. 1 ventriloquist. His ma- 


delivery well handled. 

CBS radio comedian Robert Q. 
|Lewis made an auspicious televi- 
sion debut Wednesday night (23) 
as sub for the ailing Arthur God- 
| frey. He demonstrated consider- 
‘able prowess as a visual comic, 


the Morison-Yurka | terial is uniformly good and the | Cal precocious style. 


| 
| 


| 


|projecting his unique type of 
| buffoonery even better over vi-| 
|deo than he’s done on _ radio. 


usual cast, including singers Bill 


was brought | with his renditions of a couple of 
| back at the finale for a comical | hot Cuban numbers, 
show |the June Taylor line in the back- 


assisted by 


ground. Two other acts slotted 


Highlight of the hour was Paul | before Valdez were fair. The Mag- 


fiddling of 
Ernst Schoen and Alfred Marx, 


was a hilarious|from the El Borracho, made ade- 


quate filler while Cynthia Raglyn, 
nine-year old Negro lass, delivered 
a song and dance routine in typi- 
Emcee Ed 
Sullivan continues describing each 
pertormer as “terrific.” 


Admiral Broadway Revue is ap- 
parently finding a refuge in the 
multitude of singles doing tested 
nitery and vaude routines. The pro- 
duction, while generally good, on 
Friday's (25) display, served chief- 
ly to frame the good individual 
performances. By lumping a series 


— 'of solo specialties in sequence jus 
Lewis fell into the Godfrey pat- | “ ry _— 
tern amicably with the program’s | 


Williams and Janette Davis, both | 
ot whom thrushed their solo tunes | 


well. Gil Lamb, also telepreeming, 
socked across a neat pantomine on 
a rookie baseball pitcher. Borrah 
Minevitch Harmonica Rascals, with | 
pint-sized Johnny Puleo leading 
,the fun, changed their standard 
antics sufficiently to score the best 
TV job they've done to date. Same 
held true for Gracie Fields, who 
concentrated on comedy for top 
results, even getting in a slightly- 
laundered version of her ‘‘Aspidas- 
tra’ number. Mariners Quartet 
also pleased with a brace of tunes 
and the Archie Bleyer orch backed 
the show excellently. 


Kyle MacDonnell and Far! 
Wrightson launched the new slot- 
ting on NBC-TV of “Girl About 
Town” Sunday night (27) with one 
of the brightest offerings in the 
series to date. (Program has been 
moved from the Wednesday night 
at 8 spot to Sundays from 10:10 to 
10:30 p.m., with Bates Fabrics con- 
tinuing as bankroller). Both in ex- 
cellent voice, they were backed 
with some well-staged production 
numbers, parlaying the 20 minutes 
into an amiable song-and-dancer. 
_Miss MacDonnell, still an ultra- 
videogenic gal. has taken on con- 
siderable added personality since 
her TV bow last year and projected 
it neatly along with her tunes. 
Wrightson makes a good partner 
and was particularly standout with 
the excerpt from “HMS Pinafore,” 
backed by the Gordonaires Quar- 
tet, guesting on the show. Bates 
plugs, given as much production 
value as the rest of the program, | 
helped the overall results. 


An admirable characterization of 
Napoleon by Dennis King high- 
lighted an otherwise static presen- 
tation of “St. Helena” on “Philco 
Television Playhouse” Sunday 
night (27) via NBC-TV. Play, pro- 
duced by Max Gordon and starring 
Maurice Evans, had a short five-, 
week run on Broadway in 1936, | 
when it was labeled too wordy. 
Same held true tor the televersion, | 
but King’s portrayal was good. 
enough to maintain interest for the 
full hour, 

With an excellent makeup job, 
the actor gave full range to his 
portrayal of Napoleon's mental and 
physical deterioration during his’ 


final days of exile on St. Helena. | 
His meaty role was good enough | 
to completely overshadow the rest. 
ot the cast, who nonetheless were | 
equally . 


capable. Whitford Kane 


‘neatly directed by 


‘atmosphere with authentic 


before and after the midway com- 
mercial, “Broadway Revue’ pro- 
vided one of its most powerful 
punches. 

Jay Marshall, from the “Love 
Life” cast, started the parade with 
a pair of his nitery bits. He's a 
smooth and assured _ performer 
who indicated that he can be a 


| Staple in this medium. A magic and 


ventriloquial bit with excellent 
comedic values put him on a solid 
footing. Sid Caesar continued the 
sock with a familiar personation 
of a juve at his first prom and 
graduation into a hepcat. Imogene 
Coca also resurrected her cafe ma- 
terjal, registering with the glamor 


‘number. Mary McCarty did well in 


a torch sequence and Ronnie Cun- 


‘ningham hit a nice stride with a 


song and dance turn. Marge and 
Gower Champion turned in a good 
lampoon of several tervers. 

As the show's impresartos re- 
alize, problem of performer iden- 
tification is still to be solved. It’s a 
difficult assignment in this type of 
revue inasmuch as an emcee or 
slides would tend to slow up the 
proceedings. Until that difficulty is 
eliminated, televiewers cannot be 
on too familiar terms with dhe cast 
and acts must work under com- 
paratively anonymous conditions. 

The sketches also measured up, 
a standout being the lampoon of a 
Viennese operetta. The dance and 
production sequences were well 
staged. 


“Kraft Television Theatre” came 
up with an interesting taste of 
backstage circus atmosphere with 
“The Flying Gerardos” Wednesday 
night (23) on NBC-TV. Story of a 
young femme aerialist who almost 
broke up the family act by falling 


‘for an all-brain and no-body col- 


lege professor, the hour-long play, 
J. Walter 
Thompson staffer Paul Belanger, 
maintained the entertainment qual- 
ities which have put the compara- 
tively low-budgeted Kraft series at 
the top of the hour-long TV legit- 
ers rating-wise. 

Belanger made excellent use of 
the small set, employing severa 


‘novel camera effects to get an illu- 


sion of height in aerial pertorm 
ances. Cast helped set the vari 

por- 
trayals. Lucille Fenton made the 
mother role both hardboiled and 


good-hearted and Barbara Meyer 
was appealing as the famil) rebel. 
Hugh Reilly. as the prof, under- 


played the parf in just the right 
amount to make it a good piece of 
work. Susan Thorne, Winfield 
Hoeny and William Thurnhurst di 
well in lesser roles. 
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about to break in 200 major markets. 


ay ‘ An account executive told us he had a national spot campaign 
—n 


Each of these markets has more than one radio station. 


Yet the spot campaign will be given to only one station 


in each market. 


WILL IT BE YOUR STATION? 


Do account executives and time buyers know your call letters? Your 


sales promotion ability? 


Account executives and time buyers are cover-to-cover, week-by-week 


readers of Variety. Your advertisement in Variety is as effective as a personal 


et 
ra 
g 
4 
7 
x 
2 eall on the men who spend the major volume of radio dollars. 
a 
by 
4 
DY 
‘md 
fA 


«alls uci 





NEW YORK 19 CHICAGO 1 
154 West 46th St. 360 No. Michigan Ave. 
HOLLYWOOD 28 LONDON WC 2 
6311 Yucca St 8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 











H 
4 
: 





wot, 


os 


Se 


t 
? 


-sitcr 


THe ame 








a peeshaipen te, 


#2. 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 2, 1949 





Spot Radio Biz Sails Smoothly Along 


Unruffled by Video Defections 





Spot radio business isn't feeling+ 
yet the loss of dollars siphoned off 
for television, station representa- 


P real, while the national in- NARND STANDARDS ON 
—. pe gg aie was around | PRESS SERVICE DUE 





WATL STRIKERS MULL 
DIRECT APPEAL TO FCC 


Atlanta, March 1. 

WATL strikers, who have been 
out on the picket line since Dec. 31, 
may press their case before the 
FCC if their latest letter asking for 
reopened negotiations produces no 
results. 

AFRA’s contract with WATL ex- 
pired last May, but J. W. Woodruff, 





5% last year, The John Pearson | 
Co., which represents some 48 sta- | 


: , |Sr., owner, refused to renew. After 
Minneapolis, March 1. ‘nine months of negotiations, the 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Air Features plans to enter the video production field in 1949. Dur. 

ing 1948, 52 persons made first appearances on Air Features programs 
|as direct result of its general audition system, which heard 597 hope. 
fuls in 69 general auditions. 

Since 1939, when the audition system began, 887 new actors and 
| actresses have been used, chosen from nearly 7,500 auditioned. Dur- 
ing 1948, various Air Features’ directors used 172 actors and actresses 
'for the first time, choosing this talent in 133 competitive auditions. 








The Institute for Democratic Education plans producing a “Lest We 
Forget” series of children’s programs on bettering human relations, 
which will be for simultaneous release to schools and radio stations 


tions, reports that 1948’s_ dollar | r 
volume was 15% above ’47’s. NBC | News Directors is setting up stand- 


The National Assn. of Radio sation was struck, with IBEW en- 
gineers walking out in sympathy. 


Spot. Sales Department in ’48 had ards on which press association | Gince then the station has been 


service can be judged, with a pre- 
liminary report on criteria due 
early in April for the NARND 
board meeting. 

A committee is studying AP, UP, 
INS and Trans-Radio reports, for 


an even larger boost in business, 
with the first seven weeks of °49 
showing an even steeper upward 
trend. 

The trend is significant because 
the total of non-network radio is 


ee riting style, timeliness, news 

10S b! f network W! : , 
a — the e's judgment, coverage, variety of 
sas features and pronunciation aids. 


Jim McConnell, head of the NBC 
spot sales unit, says that most ad- 
vertisers are maintaining their 
purchases of spot time at previous | ¢gmmittee are Sheldon Peterson, 
levels. Only a few have cut their K],Z Denver, and Dick Oberlin, 
budgets for selective advertising, | WHAS, Louisville. Other members 
although these cuts can be attri-| are Edward R. Wallace, WTAM, 
buted to bigger TV allocations. | Cleveland: Ben Holmes, KOMA, 
More bankrollers are using spot | Oklahoma City; and Wayne Kearl, 
programs, McConnell finds, buying KSL, Salt Lake City. 

15 and 30-minute programs in, Sig Mickelson, WCCO, president 
specific markets. ‘of NARND, said, “This study is 

One theory being advanced by being done not in the spirit of criti 
some in the spot business is that as|cism of press associations but 
the TV audience grows and cuts | rather with the intention of supply- 
into some advertisers’ radio budg- ing them with an evaluation and as 
ets, ad men will have to be more §4n aid to wire service editors in 
precise with their expenditures. | preparing their reports. 

Instead of using a shotgun strat- 


After standards are established in 
April, actual testing and rating will 
be started. Co-chairmen of the 





egy. trying to cover the whole L ° R M 
country, they'll rely more and eighton esumes gt. 
more on_ sharpshooting, aiming 


Of WSNY, Schenectady, 
Due to Court Order 


Schenectady, March 1. 

Presiding Justice Sydney Foster 
of the appellate division issued an 
order last week (253 against George 
R. Nelson, Harold J. Salern and 
others, to show cause why an order 
issued by Justice Heffernan should 
not be declared null and void. 
Justice Heffernan’s order appoint- 
ed Harold J. Salern temporary re- 
ceiver “of WSNY. Justice Foster's 
order is returnable before the ap- 
pellate division in Albany March 7. 

Pending this hearing, Justice 
Foster ordered that Salern should 
be enjoined from acting as receiver 


their messages at specific markets. 
And that means more selective | 
replacement. 
Early Hours to AM | 
The spot radio men reason that | 
TV is a visual medium and that | 
advertisers will realize that TV 
appropriations should come _ not 
from the radio allocation, but from 
other visual media. In addition, 
they say, TV will not be able to cut | 
into radio’s morning and afternoon 
audience, which is generally too | 
busy with chores to devote time to 
watching a screen. In these early 
hours little time is optioned by 
networks 
Hines Hatchett, New York head 
of the John Pearson Co., says that 
his firm is feeling no pinch. On 
the contrary, business is increas- 


the terms of the order granted by 


ing. Part of the boost is the result oF . ae 7 eee 
of better facilities and increased pnt hoe —— y so ho 
power, which has hiked ratecards | “&'@ that George K. Nelson anc 


of the stations his outfit represents. | ; ‘ ; 
Drugs are doing very well, and ac- | @®YS be stayed from taking any 
count : | further steps in the matter. 


for about 40% of its spot 1 ages ae , 
business. Grocery items, including | Order of the presiding justice 


food and soap, account for about 
35°C. and are holding up. In addi- 
tion, there has been a big return of | 


fie'd. | and general manager of WSNY, re- 
Spot advertising, men in the SU™ed operation of the station Fri- 
field velieve, will always be the %Y (29). 





most effective way of reaching the 
nation’s huge farm market. TV will 
never be able to blanket rural 
areas, they say. In addition, adver- | 
tisers will have to use the selective. 
approach to appeal to the different ' 
tastes of the farmer and to sell 
him the special 


PEGEEN FITZGERALD 


sme sgh back at their Hotel Pierre, N. Y.., 
products used on | apartment and out of Lenox Hill 


the farm. | : : 
‘hospital after several weeks’ siege 
Impact of TV and the growing fo! : ; She! 
ret legs : lowir ‘lous surgery. She's 
public interest in all forms Se ee ee _ 


broadcasting, it is reported, has yy; & Mrs. am 
brought many new advertisers to , wer | 
AM as well as video. In addition to 
book and magazine publishers re-| 
cently noted as big new AM bank- | 
roliers, some sales reps find that 
trademarked fabric manufacturers 
are trying AM spots for the 
time. 

Some AM stations, of course, are 
noting a lull in sales. They report | 
that one chicle company 


adopted the policy of se Ag VIP P inch-Hitters Sub 
AM-TV allocations according to— 
For Adams on Mpls. Show 


the ratio of sets in a particular 
Minneapolis, March 1. 


market. | 

They claim, however, that many | 
a present TV advertiser will soon, With Cedric Adams, the emcee, 
return to standard broadcasting. 2WaY on vacation, “Stairway to 
According to their reasoning, some 'Stardom,” his WCCO radio talent 
video bankrollers are in TV merely Show, lined up most impressive ar- 
because of personal whim, not be- ay of pinch-hitters in local radio 
cause their message is especially history last Saturday (26) night. It 
suitable to the visual medium. In Comprised a U. S. Senator (H. H. 
addition, some big advertisers are Humphrey), the Hennepin county 
experimenting with TV even though Sheriff (Ed Ryan) and two members 
they couldn't tolerate such high Of the state legislature. 
cosis in any other medium. And Each of the pinch-hitters spon- 
when these manufacturers find that Sored one or more of the amateur 
AM can sell their goods for less, | contestants, introducing, question- 
they'll be back in the AM field, ing and encouraging them. Each 
the indies declare. also took occasion to toss bouquets 
to Adams who is local radio's 

Greensboro, N. C. — L. _| Arthur Godfrey as well as a news- 
Hutchins of Forest City and High | Paper columnist with, according to 
Point has been appointed commer- SUTVeys. the largest by far reader 
cial manager of WFMY, the News- following of any non-syndicated 
Record FM station here. ‘columnist in the entire U. S. 


AM and p.m. TV 
programs over the ABC network 
next week. 

During his wife’s confinement, 
Fitzgerald cut a variety program 
| disk — he’s a vet legit and vaude 
trouper, before going radio—for 
first |NBC, coast-to-coast. He may do 
| another now that his wife is out of 
the hosp. 








and from complying with any of 
| the other plaintiffs and their attor- 


|has the effect of restraining the 
hearing previously set for Feb. 28 
in the supreme court here. Wins- 
automotive advertisers to the spot | !0W Leighton, president, treasurer 


OUT OF THE HOSPITAL 


Pegeen (Mrs. Ed) Fitzgerald is 


of OK now and plans resuming their 


broadcasting with non-union an- 
nouncers and engineers. AFRA’s 
national board has pledged strikers 
benefits of $35 a week and various 
locals have contributed to the 


and that the Veterans Administra- 
tion, which uses AFRA waivers, has 
told the station to stop using its re- 
corded shows. 


Seebach May 
Return to WOR 


Julius Seebach, former program 
veepee of WOR, N. Y., and now 
assistant to Metropolitan Opera 
general manager Edward Johnson, 
may be called back to the Bam- 
berger station with veepee status. 
| Negotiations between Seebach and 
| Theodore C. Streibert, prexy of the 
| MBS outlet, are reported nearly 
set. 
| The move would end the present 
situation in which WOR has no 
one program topper. Since Rod 
Erickson left WOR in 1947 the 
program department has been op- 
erating under a three-man team, 
Norman Livingston, Bob Simon and 
Don Hamilton. 





Seebach’s return would give the | 
program department a strong chief. | 


After he resigned as a program 
exec, WOR kept him on as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors until 
‘47. In his new post, WOR would 
undoubtedly give him jurisdiction 
over both AM and TV, according 


to Streibert’s strategy of integrat- 


ing both media. Seebach’s return 


to WOR would be timed to John- 
son’s reported retirement as_ the 
Met’s head at the end of the cur- 


rent season. Before joining WOR 
several years back, Seebach was 
CBS program chief. 


McNELLIS-SHELDON 





The Maggi McNellis-Herb Shel- 
don Latin Quarter show, heard six 
times a week on ABC, will go off 
the air after the March 26 broad- 
cast. 
!possible replacements. 
who had a long-standing difference 
of opinion, will end their year and 
a half association. 

Sheldon, it’s reported, will take 
up a new radio assignment on 
March 28 and will also devote time 
to a series of Universal-Interna- 
tional comedy films, to be made 
in the east. He may also do a legit 
theatre tour with a planned revival 
of “Personal Appearance.” In 
addition to performing, Sheldon 
was writer - producer - director of 
the Latin Quarter series. 


N.Y. Police Files Will 


Aid New Crime Series 


A new program based on case 
histories from the New York Po- 
‘lice Department files is being 
prepped by Wilbur Stark 
Jerry Layton. 

The stories, involving crimes 
which have been solved by the 
N. Y. coppers with chemistry and 
science, will be scripted from ma- 
terial furnished by Dr. Alexander 
O. Gettler, toxicologist in the chief 
medical examiner's office of the 
city. Gettler will serve both as 
consultant and as model for the 
airer’s leading character, “The Pro- 
fessor.” The deal is reported close 
to confirmation, awaiting official! 
confirmation from city officials. 





Third partner in the package | 


will be Dorothy Ames, wife of Mi- 
chael Ames, Dave Alber flack. Lay- 
ton, former ad manager of Craw- 
ford Clothes, and Stark, former 


time salesman for WMCA, N. Y., | 


own a number of radio properties, 
including ‘“‘Movie Matinee,” ‘Russ 
Hodges’ Quiz Show” and_ the 
| “Kathi Norris Television Shopper.” 


DROPPED BY ABC 


The web is looking over’ 
Co-stars, 


and 


| communications, New York Univ., 





later this year. Harold Franklin will produce. 
New members elected to the Institute’s board of governors are Dr. 
| Anne Cooke; Wesley A. Sturges; Dr. Charles A. Siepmann, director of 


Frank N. Trager; and Harry Maiz- 


lish, station manager, KFWB, Hollywood. 





Reports from ‘radioites who have visited several stations across the 
. : ‘ |country are that some salesmen’s commissions are being cut, with 
strike fund. AFRA claims that all| .ome going to as low as 8%. It’s also revealed that in order to hypo 
advertisers have left the station’ i, with retailers, commissions of 20% are being offered for sales 


| placed direct. 





Radio Must Go Further 
In Assisting Colored 
People—Walter White 


Radio has done more than other 
media to wipe out stereotypes of 





|the Negro, but it has not gone far | 


|enough, Walter White, head of the 
|National Assn. for the Advance- 
|ment of Colored People, told the 
|Radio Executives Club of N. Y. 
| Thursday (24). 


| Radio and television have used | 


Negro musicians and _ singers, 
| White said, but it should set a new 


| pattern using Negro writers, com- 
|mentators, engineers and other 
| professionals. ‘Many 

‘using Negro talent,” the NAACP 
|chief declared, “may be turned 
{down because of fear, because of 


'the mistaken notion that ‘the South 
| won’t accept them.’ 

“But I feel it’s a mistaken no- 
|tion that all Southerners are big- 
/oted. It’s my conviction that there 
has been a tremendous growth in 


the number of enlightened people, | 


both in the South and the North. 
Radio must realize that two-thirds 
of the world’s people are colored, 
and they’re tired of being kicked 
around.” 

White cited the fact he had been 
on “Town Meeting of the Air” 
twice, with a 95° favorable mail 
reaction. He said that radio has a 
great opportunity to serve the 
|cause of democracy and it could 


do this “by stepping up a bit the | 


in the 
Negro entertainers on the 


courage you have shown 
past.” 


lee Singers and Teddy Wilson. 


SMALL SETTLES $2,500 
FOR RADIO TITLE USE 


In the first instance of a radio 
writer collecting from a film com- 
pany for infringement of a single- 
shot program title, Joseph Ruscoll, 
freelance scripter, has received a 
$2,500 settlement from Edward 
Small’s Reliance Film Productions 
-for latter's using of the title, “The 
Creeper.” 

Ruscoll, who wrote a mystery 
show for the “Molle Mystery The- 
atre” under that title, claimed in 
court that a valuable property of 
his had been used without authori- 
ty. Interesting aspect of*the case 
was that he made no contention 
that the film company had swiped 
is plot. 


Oldie Song Specialists 
In Disk Programs Swap 


Roanoke, March 1. 
Two widely-separated disk jocks, 
Specializing in the recorded songs 





os 





and skits of 30 to 50 years ago, | 


have agreed to exchange programs. 
Ed Manning, of CKCR, Kitchener, 
| Ont., will send recordings of his 
“Let’s Roll Back the Years” air 
production to Jim Walsh, who will 
play the Canadian show on his 
| ““Walsh’s Wax Works” from WSLS, 
Roanoke. 
scribed show will be heard by Man- 
| ning’s listeners in the Ontario area. 

Idea of swapping shows origi- 
nated with Manning, who called 
Walsh by long distance, while lat- 
ter was bedded with flu, to talk 
over stunt. Roanoker’s program 
Feb. 7 was devoied to songs sug- 
gested by novels of Charles Dick- 
ens, recorded excerpts from his 
,beoks and musical numbers men- 
| tioned in his books. 


programs | 


program included Maxine Sullivan, | 
the Delta Rhythm Boys, the Jubi- | 


In return, Walsh’s tran- | 


WSAY, AFRA Tif, 
- Announcers Walk 


Rochester, N. Y., March 1. 


Four announcers, members of 
|the American Federation of Radio 
| Artists, walked off their jobs at 
| WSAP and were joined by the 
|indie’s engineers. The station is 
still on the air, although the union 
reports that some sponsors have 
withdrawn. 

| §tation’s management broadcast 
'a statement on the strike, which 
|AFRA termed an “editorializa- 





tion.” The union demand for 
equivalent time was not met and 
AFRA has filed a complaint with 
the FCC. 

A statement by WSAY declares, 
i\“The recent contract which AFRA 
|has attempted to force WSAY to 
sign would close the microphones 
of WSAY to only those which the 
union saw fit to use them. The 
Supreme Court has expressed its 
‘decision that a worker cannot be 
fired if he refuses to join a union, 
yet AFRA still attempts to insist 
that WSAY sign a contract which 
would force WSAY to fire an an- 
nouncer who desired not to join a 
union.” 

The union’s reply is that all an- 
nouncers voted in an NLRB elec- 
tion to join AFRA and that it is 
not asking for a closed shop, only 
for the regular union shop which 
exists in AFRA-contract stations all 
over the country. This permits an 


employer to hire Whomever he 
iwishes, provided they join the 
union after 30 days. The real 


| issue, according to AFRA, is that 
three announcers are paid $35 a 
week and one gets $40, none get- 
ting commercial fees. 


| 

| The union was called in, it re- 
ports, because the men were asked 
by management to sign a “yellow 
dog” provision, barring them 
from working at any other Roches- 
ter station for one year if they 
ever leave WSAY. The reason for 
this, AFRA says, is that WSAY 
doesn’t want announcers to leave 
for better-paid jobs after they 
have built up an_ audience. 
Rochester’s five other stations all 
have contracts with AFRA at 
higher wages and with fees for 
commercials, the union says. 


Philly’s WFIL Kudosed 


For Interracial Work 


| Philadelphia, March, 1. 
| The third annual award of the 
| Philadelphia Fellowship Commis- 


| sion was given Wednesday (23) to 


WFIL and WFIL-TYV, the Inquirer's 


‘radio and television stations for 
achievements in the interest of in- 
terracial harmony. ; 

Specifically, the award was In 
‘recognition of WFIL’s pioneering 
‘and developing of such radio and 
‘video programs as “Public Hear- 
ing.” “Within Our Gates,” “Teen- 
age Time,” etc. It was the first 
time the award had been given to 
to institution, previous recipients 
having been individuals. 








| Lancaster, O.—Games of the Cin- 
‘cinnati Reds will have a small sta- 
tion outlet in Central Ohio for the 
next three years under terms of a 
contract signed earlier this mont 
between WHOK, new AM station 
here, and the ball club. Play-by- 
play will be broadcast of all games 
at home and away. Waite Hoyt, 
former Yankee pitcher, will do the 
calling. 
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Rural Radio Network Bd. Approves 


6 Station Merger With Cormell Setup vo. scx sittin 


Ithaca, March 1. +4 





Board of cirectors of the Rural 
Radio Network at a special meeting 
here yesterday (28) approved in 
principle the proposed merger of 
its ‘chain of six FM stations with 
the radio, TV, facsimile and other 
communications interests of Cor- 
nell Univ. 

R. B. Gervan, RRN general man- 
ager, was instructed to proceed 
with negotiations with a view to 
presenting a formal proposal to the 
board at its next meeting. Michael! 
R. Hanna, general manager of the 
Cornell stations, told VARIETY, 
“while considerable ironing out of 
details is indicated, I expect ap- 
proval of the proposal by the Cor- 
nell trustees executive committee 
at its meeting on March 15.” 


Reason for the merger proposal, 
Hanna said, is that there is great 
similarity of interests in both or- 
ganizations. RRN is sponsored by 
10 New York farm groups, while 
the university is the home of state 


colleges of agriculture, veterinary | 
medicine and other sciences of in- 
| 


terest to farm dwellers. 

Proposed fusion would help pro- 
mote FM in upstate New York and 
polster financial position of the 
farm organizations, with resulting 
impact on farm-equipment manu- 
facturers, suppliers and other agri- 
cultural accounts. 


WJZ’s ‘Market’ Trailers 


WJZ-TV, N. Y., is using a 15- 
minute film condensation of its 
two-hour “Market Melodies” tele- 
cast, to sell the show to time- 
pressed sponsors and agencies. The 
trailers will be ready for showing 
next week, according to Murray 
Grabhorn, ABC veepee. 

“Market,” a daytime stanza 
aimed at housewives and shoppers 
in supermarkets, will feature Ann 
Russell and Walter Herlihy. Com- 
bining entertainment and shopping | 
hints, it was developed by WJZ- | 
TV in cooperation with Modell & 
Harbruck. 





' 
| 


UNIV. OF OKLA. CONFAB 
STRESSING ‘SURVIVAL’ 


| Norman, Okla., March 1. 


' The Univ. of Oklahoma’s Radio 
Conference will be 





discuss “Factors in TV Planning:” 
Beulah Zachary, of WBKB, Chi. 
who will talk on TV production: 
Jerome Sill, WMLO, Milwaukee, 
speaking on “New Problems for 
Management;” and Capt. William 
C. Eddy, chief of the Navy’s radio 
and radar school in Chicago. 

This year’s conference theme. 
i “Survival in a Changing World,” 


|has been sub-divided into current | 


problems of operation and the tran- 
| sition to television. 


WW to Air Cleveland 


Indians Over ‘Networ 


Cleveland, March 1. 
WJW and the Cleveland baseball 


club have pacted for broadcast 





? 


rights of complete ball games for | 


the entire season over a standard 
network that may embrace as many 
as 30 stations, either AM, FM or 
, both, 


The deal assures northern Ohio- 
ans of a full play-by-play broadcast 


mitments, was unable to handle 
local AM-wide full play. 


Jimmy Dudley and Jack Graney | 
will be at the mike and Erin Brew | 
will sponsor. Agency is Gerst, Inc. 





Greensboro, N. C. — Lorton A. 


Tart has been elected president of | 
the North Carolina Central Broad- 
casters, the corporation that op- | 


erates WCKB in Dunn. He was 
unanimously elected to succeed 
| Earl McD. Westbrook. 


held here | 
March 3 to 5. Speakers will include | 
Frank Marx, ABC veepee, who will | 


CHLTELE SIGNS 2 MORE Anacin Easing Pix Talent Headache 


Chicago, March 1. 


on-radio accounts. Latest to sign 


jup is Delta Manufacturing, De- 
| troit, which starts March 13 with 
'“Tinker O’Toole and His Hobby,” 


a how-to-do-it riding a Sunday 
afternoon slot on ABC-TV net- 


| work. Show, originating at WENR- | 


TV, will plug Delta home work- 
shop equipment. Hoffman & York, 
Detroit, is the agency. 

“Tinker” comes on the heels of 
WNBQ’s sale of “Walt’s Home 
Workshop” to Magna Electric Co., 
San Francisco, for Magna’s Shop- 
king power equipment. This is a 
13-week test, with options for full 
NBC-TV web. J. Walter Thomp- 
son, Chi, placed it. 





Jersey ‘Jilted 
In Allocations 


Washington, March 1. 

Inequities of present and pro- 
posed television allocations to New 
Jersey are “so glaring” that, if nec- 
essary, additional channels should 
| be assigned “even at the expense 
of surrounding states,” Home News 
Publishing Co. of New Brunswick 
told the FCC yesterday (28). 

Although there are only two 
channels assigned to the state, 
Home News filed an application for 
Channel 8, which it asked to be 
allowed to use with a directional 
antenna. The directional operation, 


; S' it said, would not interfere with | 
as against last year’s contract in | 
which WJW, because of ABC com- 


the use of the channel elsewhere 


and will provide “the sole remedy | 


for the individual inequities that 
must result in any general alloca- 
tion plan.” 

The company offered an analysis 
to show that the need for addition- 
al video facilities in Jersey is “im- 
perative.” It showed that although 
it is ninth in population it has only 


has less population, has 27 chan- 
nels. Connecticut, which is small- 
er, has four channels and North 
Carolina, which is 11th in popula- 
‘tion, has 24. 


two channels while Missouri, which | 


Via Its Hollywood Star Theatre 





SRL’S TV PACKAGING 
AS HYPO TO LITERATI 


Saturday Review of Literature 
has decided to enter the TV pack- 
age business and is lining up a 
string of program ideas tied in 
with book publishing. According 
to SRL editor Norman Cousins, 
video has reached the point where 
it is no longer wise to take swipes 
at it from the sidelines and it is 
believed that promoting book sales 
through tele programs will help 
compensate for the slump in book 
reading attributed by some pubs 
to TV. 

SRL hopes to have about a dozen 
package ideas ready for submission 
to networks and ad agencies within 
the next couple of months. Most of 
the programs will run along drama- 
tized versions of bestsellers. Al- 
ready in mind are a series of 15- 
minute short stories to be titled 
the |“O. Henry Theatre’; weekly 
book dramatizations to run an 
hour each, and a daily children’s 
show based on moppet books. 


Cousins, just returned from a 


trip to the Coast, said SRL is point- | 


ing its new venture towards the 
anticipated wedding eventually of 
tele with the film industry. At that 
time, he declared, it should be pos- 
sible to process stories simultane- 
ously for TV and pix. 


Okla. TV by June 


Oklahoma City, March 1. 
Oklahoma’s first television sta- 
tion, WKY-TV, Oklahoma City, 
will begin commercial operations 
by mid-May or early June, says 
P. A. Sugg, station manager. As 
of to date, 90% of the TV trans- 

mitter installation is complete. 


A feature of the WKY-TV set up 
is the combination control console 
which will enable one engineer to 
operate television, FM and stand- 
ards as well as auxiliary trans- 
mitters simultaneously. 





| 


+ Hollywood, March 1. 


Radio, apparently, has become a 


‘big factor in pushing young film 


players into the stardom class. 


During the last 18 months, NBC’s 
“Hollywood Star Theatre,’ bank- 
rolled by Anacin, has alone spot- 
lighted over a score of up-and- 
coming thespers. Out of 80 new- 
comers featured on this airer’s 
half-hour skit, about 25° have 
been picked up for bigger film 
roles as result. 


Anacin show talent’ includes 
Dorothy Malone, who's being 
primed at Warner Bros.; Shelley 
Winters, who’s graduating to fea- 
tured parts at Universal; Jayne 
Meadows, now with Samuel Gold- 
wyn, and Betsy Blair (Mrs. Gene 
Kelly), who appeared in “Snake- 
pit” and “Another Part of the 
Forest.” 


Several thespers have been 
picked up for legit, as well as film 
parts. Cameron Mitchell, after a 
minor part in “Command De- 
cision,” is currently playing in 
“Death of a Salesman,” on Broad- 
way. Alfred Ryder is now touring 
with Margaret Webster’s Shake- 
speare repertory company. 


Other film newcomers receiving 
impetus from their performance 
on “Hollywood Star Theatre,” pre- 
viously titled as “Hollywood Star 
Preview,” are Wanda Hendrix, 
| Whitfield O’Connor, Raymond 
Burr, Douglas Dick, Marcia Van 
| Dyke, Arlene Dahl, Marie Windsor, 
|Marta Toren, Patricia Medina, 
| Janet Leigh, Colleen Townsend, 
Richard Lupino, Lois Butler, Bar- 
bara Whiting, Helena Carter, Rich- 
ard Basehart, Barbara Lawrence 
| and Bill Phipps. 


Talent is selected by Nat Wolff, 
who’s currently also directing 
| “Hollywood Star Theatre.” Wolff 
| stepped into the spot vacated by 
| Dick Uhl, who went east last Oc- 
| tober to head up television opera- 
| tions at Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 
| & Bayles, N. Y. ad agency handling 
‘the Anacin account. 
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to a man after a mountain 
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money in double-quick time. 


—heard by the most people 
where the most people are 


above those of last year.” 


... With a molehill budget 


IT REGULARLY HAPPENS—as in the case of the lovely lady on the left— 
WOR’s Barbara Welles—through some almost mysterious quality, that she 
can provoke women into responding miraculously to suggestion. 

For instance, twice in one week thousands of listeners to the 
“Barbara Welles Show” heard its conductor murmur quietly, “If you’d 
like a little can of paint—it’s just a very small one, mind you—drop me 
a postcard, or a note, and I'll see that it’s sent to you.” That’s all, 

And mentioned only twice. Well, Gentlemen, 19,334 women wrote in 


within a matter of a few days. Said the sponsor, ‘‘Our sales are 25% 


In today’s competitive markets, WOR’s “Barbara Welles Show” is 
creating sales mountains for advertisers wrestling with molehill budgets. 
This WOR show, and others like it, 


can save you money and make you 
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ed in one of the most widely at- | 


tended sessions on record, was con- 
clusive proof in itself that much 
was at stake; that the stations 
couldn’t afford to take it lightly. 


But it was obvious that they had | 


not come in a spirit of panic. Con- 
sensus of the affiliates was that, 
far from closing the barn doors 
after the horses had fled, NBC was 
still in a position to assert its su- 
premacy. They knew that Tram- 


mell would have to deliver a story, | 


and for the most part they were 
hoping it would be a good one. 
Like the “tar baby” in Uncle Re- 
mus, who “ain’t saying nuthin’,” 
they came to listen but with the 
reservation that “it better be a 
pretty good story.” 

The boys weren’t concerned about 
television. Their AM future was 
at stake, and that was headache 
enough. Although NBC, in call- 
ing the two-day session, earmark- 


ed the closing day’s agenda for | 


video, only the fact that FCC 
Chairman Wayne Coy might spring 
something important induced many 
of the affiliate reps to stay on 
after the principal business— 


“whither NBC in radio”—was at- | 
They wanted to hear |} 
Trammell sing bass in the AM | 


tended to. 


choir, and if it was any other way 
they would have resented it. 
Actually, a lot of the affiliate 
“resentment” toward the parent 
RCA “pressures” in slamming 
home television at the expense of 


radio asserted itself in some off- | 


the-cuff corridor discussion. A lot 
of the stations feel that they’d be 
much better off under an auton- 
omous NBC operation in which 
Trammell wouldn’t have to answer 


Trammell Delivers 


Continued from page 25 











Mercury Records 
Dir.: M.C.A. 






California theatre here last week. 
| Stunt was pulled to get a reaction 
|graph from the theatre audience 
for presentation to ad agency 
execs. 
__ Roach got permission from Fox- 
to the RCA board of directors.| West Coast to preview the 27- 
Many of them feel that the pres- minute video film with the assur- 
ent crisis would not have arisen | ance that there would be no men- 
/if Trammell held the whip hand. | tion made to viewers that film was 
Similarly, a lot of them take the | produced for TV. Pic was — 
position that they don’t want to be | as a featurette. The word tele- 
rushed into television until they’re Vision, however, was mentioned in 
ready; that here again RCA “pres- | the credits of the pic. Film stars 
sures” leave NBC with no alterna- | Stu Erwin and June Collyer. ‘ 
‘tive but to give video the major |_ Roach took a laugh-meter grap 
accent. As one key affiliate mem- | into the house along with a tape 
ber put it: “Why should I start | recorder. Producer took the film 
playing around with a television }and tape to N. Y. a ee 
station now, with the inevitability expressed the belie at ad ws 
of upper high frequencies staring | way ad oo amg! vag can ge - e 
me in the face?” same reaction from the pix as they 
“T think, too, that as an NBC | Would — audience attended 
affiliate operator I’m put in an em- radio audition wax. 
barrassing position, as is the whole 
network, by the ability of RCA to 
wield as a weapon its tubes and 





























Louisville — Harold Fair, NAB 
director of programs, was in town 
last week, to present ata gathering 
of radio and newspaper execs a 
plaque for the best woman’s radio 
program awarded by the National 
Retail Dry Goods Assn. Award 
was given to WHAS for it’s “Coffee 
Call” women’s participation show 
sponsored by Kaufman’s Dept. 
jeneee, three times weekly at 9 a.m. 








| Albany—George Michael and his 
'wife, Betty, are now doing a Mr. 
‘and Mrs. program five mornings a 
week from their home over WROW, 
|Albany, under the sponsorship of 
‘Grand Cash Markets and Troy Food 
|Market. He’s WROW announcer. 





Austin Tex.—A bill has been in- 
|troduced here to repeal the present 
|2% state luxury tax on the pur- 








+ | 
its tube: RCGA’s Income 
other patented equipment in at- 











ichase of radios. A total of $1,364,- 





tracting programs and commercial | Lanes Continued from page 25 Soe 
clients to NBC television. I, for | ¢9mmon shareholders while $3,- 


| one, would prefer to remain aloof 359 800 was paid to preferred stock- | 


from that, and that goes for a lot pojders. Earned surplus at the end 
of the other boys.” ‘of 1948 amounted to $79,499,479, or 
—— ‘an increase of $13,940,725 in a 


year’s time. 
Roach Sees 


Improvements and capital addi- 
Continued from page 31 











tions totalled $15,607,177 last year 
while personnel increased 1,470 to 
n'a 
|hypoed in this way, he said, sinc€| Report revealed that NBC’s 
it would be possible to charge each | proadcasting services in radio and 
| one mens ee on —— bie contianae to cei f... 
a single Danxr >| 1948. Its total revenue from e 
| while still keeping the cost to each | saje of network and station time to 
down below what they would Pay advertisers in radio broadcasting 
Hfor the entire half-hour show, |was the largest in the 22-year his 
y e company. e en 
sors, he pointed out, has already be BP year, NBC coast-to-coast 
| been established for radio. In tele, '-agio network comprised 170 stand- 
it ong oe Hoe sain Hem pe ard broadcasting stations, com- 
/ cause e : : 1947. 
'TV plugs will make it easier for a oe eae aaa — that two 
|sponsor to capitalize on a single new TV stations owned by NBC, 
plug during _ gay goo iy in Cleveland and Chicago, went on 
Se than the three he gets ‘the air in the fall of 1948 while a 
- ‘ ithird, in Hollywood, started op- 
ooo aad = ¥en Far a erating early this year. With the 
"oo tie eomedy: “Sadie and 'N. Y. and Washington stations, this 
ls ly.” st . f reg irls in N. Y.: brings the total of NBC-owned sta- 
OB ae an’ i nate 5 a slapstick tions to five, the maximum number 
| HA my ‘ies ew ” hs on permitted by the FCC under one 
p wonky da stories: “Puddle Patch ‘ownership. It was cited that 33% 
Club ” featuring. a group of kids \of the NBC network television pro- 
‘whom Roach hopes to develop into ,87@™ hours were commercially 
‘another “Our Gang,” and “Main Sponsored in January last year but 
Street,” which he described as |!" December, 1948, figure had 
[presenting a “‘cross-section of 8TOWn to 637 sponsored. 
| America.” He also has six other 
iseries ready to roll soon, plus - 
_another six now in preparation. 
| Average price on the films, he, Set Prices Trend 
said, would be $10,000 per show, Continued from page 29 
| “plus the star value.” That figure, on the seven-inch jobs which, ac- 
| he ager gree ag Peco ge poet cording to dealers, are found too 
| COSt, Wahie aad e i on what- small by many viewers. Purchas- 
ever star values the sponsors’ ers of the traded-in sets, of course, 


budget permit him to use. All films myst the usual installati 
will be shot at his Hollywood stu- ona in A a oat 


|dios. After huddles with the Wil- Another backer for the contro- 
|liam Morris office, which is acting yersial 16-inch metal tube was re- 


as his sales rep for the films, | vealed last week when Freed Radio 
Roach returns to the Coast next prought out the first line of receiv- 









































1934 was paid into the treasury by 
| purchasers of radios the past year. 





San Antonio — The San Antonio 
Junior League is cooperating with 
KITE in a series of special broad- 
least of education by radio. Pro- 
grams will be heard each week and 
will be aired for youngsters in the 
|4 to 5 age bracket. All local schools 
| will receive the programs and then 
|follow it with a discussion period. 





Dallas—“‘United Nations Today” 
|will be heard locally for the first 
time as it makes its bow over KLIF. 
| To be heard each Monday, Wednes- 
|day and Friday, the series of re- 
jcordings will present actual on the 
|floor discussions of various United 
|Nations committees at Lake Suc- 
cess of the previous day. 


| St. Louis—A certificate of appre- 








‘ciation for the weekly series of dis- | 


icussion programs, “Wake Up St. 


'Louis,” was copped by KXOK. 
|The award was made by the St. 
|Louis Junior Chamber of Com- 
‘merce. One hundred and thirteen 


programs have been broadcast. 


| Detroit—James G. Riddell, gen- 
leral manager of WXYZ and WX YZ- 
|TV, Detroit, is currently in Miami. 
|He is expected back March 14. 


| 








| San Antonio — Dallas P. Wyant 
,has been named promotion man- 
ager of WOAL. Wyant comes here 
from WBZ, Boston, where he also 
handled the promotion for the out- 
let’s television station, WBZA. 





San Antonio — Harold Carr has 
resigned his post as program direc- 
tor of KABC here. No replacement 
for Carr has been announced as yet. 


San Antonio — The “KITE 
Record-a-phone” has made its ap- 
/pearance here on KITE and is 
|being used to air interviews with 
|personalities in the local news by 
Glen Krueger, KITE news editor. 
The device is a wire recorder wired 
| through a special telephone line 
‘which airs both sides of a telephone 








| week. ers using the metal kinescope in Conversation with the regular sig- 


| > all models. New Freed-Eisemann al to meet FCC requirements. 
| ‘Life With Erwins’ Preview consoles range in price from $625 | 
| Hollywood, March 1. | to $1,295, and, according to com- | 
Roach and Beaudette Enterprises pany prez Arthur Freed, the 16- 

previewed their television film, jnch tube will soon dominate the 
“Life With the Erwins,” at the! “ : ~ |12 will be sponsored by the Variety 
pmoweet . waee  Seoapestive PUR | cad, Boys Ranch. In San Antonio, | 








Dallas—The local presentation of 
Don MeNéeil and his Breakfast Club 
‘at the State Fair Auditorium March 











chasers have an opportunity to see | . : 
4 ; the presentatio s 
it in operation on a properly-de- | the gt a eee an | 


signed television chassis.” , ‘ : 
‘ | proceeds going t ‘ > 
DuMont receiver sales manager \oeennae SS 0 ee Sraee Cae 


Victor E. Olson, in announcing his | 











WILMINGTON 
DELA... 


HARRISBURG 
PENNA. 








company’s price cuts, attributed| Denver—L. W. Michaelson, who 
them to savings made possible by | worked for UP in New York AP | 
an increase in production three | in Seattle and INS in Denver, has 
times ever that achieved several | joined the publicity staff at KLZ, | 
,months ago and the reduction in | CBS outlet here. 
cathode-ray tube prices announced | 
recently. ° 





LANCASTER 


PENNA. Des Moines—James Kelehan has 


been appointed sales manager of 
| KIOA, by Harold E. Baker, presi- , 


| FCC Inquiry ‘dent and general manager, Kelehan | 


formerly was veepee and sales man- | 
Continued from page 31 

















ager of KMDM, and recently was | 
| announced as a partner with City | 
opening more channels by May } | Safety Commissioner Myron J. Bet- 
beéfween the two cities, three addi- nett in the Musitone Co. Musi- | 
tional channels between N.Y. and | tone was recently organized here | 
Philadelphia and one between | sell recorded music to restau- 
Philly and Washington are also to | rants, taverns, industrial establish- 











READING 
PENNA. 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES | 


left for Kearney, Neb., to become 
executive secretary of Cosmopolitan 
International, a service club on the 
order of Kiwanis and Rotary. . 

Joe Tucker has picked up a new 
sponsor for his daily quarter-hour 
sports show at 6:30 on WWSw 
Spear’s store for men began footing 
the bill this week. 


BMB BOARD TO STUDY 
CHANGES IN N. Y. MEET 


The Board of directors of Broad- 
|cast Measurement Bureau will 
|meet in New York today (Wed.), 
| reviewing a number of problems 
| before the industry body, including 
the proposed breakdown of audi- 
ence statistics into daily listening 
figures. According to the recom- 
| mended plan, audiences would be 
‘shown in three listening groups— 
| 1-2 days, 3-5 days and 6-7 days. 

| BMB has conducted pilot studies 
‘in 28 cities, which reveal changes 
_in listening habits. However, it’s 
| reported, in some areas where a 
new station entered the field, the 
existing stations did not lose listen- 
|ers. In one test city, which had 
four network outlets at the time of 
the first study, a new daytime sta- 
tion offered :plattered music. It 
showed a high percentage of listen- 
ership for a new broadcaster, but 
| because it provided a supplemen- 
| tary type of programming, the old 
| outlets didn’t suffer. 

| Three stations joined BMB in the 
| second half of February, bringing 
the total number of subscribers to 
825. 


} ae 





























“There is sweet music here that softer 
falls than petals from blown roses on 
the grass.” Thus wrote the poet Tenny- 
son, almost as though he had been 
listening to WOXR and WOXR-FM. 
For sweet music from these stations 
falls constantly upon the ears of more 
than half a million New York families. 
So constantly, indeed, no other stations 
can reach them so effectively. Sweet 
families these are to advertisers, too... 
families who love good things and can 
afford to buy them. That's why adver- 
tisers seek them out as the most profitable 
part of this biggest and most profitable 





Pacific Telephone & Telegraph, 


W E S T on the Coast, plans to open TV 


EASTON 
PENNA. 


San Francisco within a year, which 
will form the first link in the con- 
templated nation-wide hookup for 
the Far West. That link is to be 
provided initially by a single 
micro-wave link comprising eight 
/or nine towers. Radio relay system 
between N.Y. and Chi will at first 














STEINMAN STATIONS 
Clair R. McCollough, Managing Director 


represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York 


calls for the erection of 31 inter- 


Los Angeles mediate towers between the two 


Chicago San Francisco 








Recah eee j along the route, 


in the first move to connect cities | 


channels between Los Angeles and | 


cities, with terminals in key cities | basis. ._Dwight Merriam 


be put in service this year. ~ and reception rooms. 


| Pittsburgh—‘Expectant Mother’s 
Club,” new quarter-hour, three 
|times weekly series, bought by In- 
fant Di-Dee Service on WEDO in 
‘McKeesport. It will be broadcast 
by Mrs. Mary Bowden, professional 
_Maternity consultant for Gimbel’s, 
every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day morning at 10:15 from scripts 
_written by Maddy Ross, wife of 
|Jimmy Ross, of Post-Gazette edi- 
\torial staff.. Milt Kerns, Don 


provide two channels, with more |2ta8esser and Ken Hildebrand 


| 


to be furnished later through in- bee —— up a new sponsor for 
stallation of extra equipment. Plan | away quiz show, “House- 


| wives Holiday,” which has been off 
| the air for a year, and it will return 
to KQV_ next month on a weekly 
former 
program director of WPGH, has 





market. May we blow some rose petals 
your way? 


AND WQXR-FM 
RADIO STATIONS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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WDEL-T'V Answers 
Stalling’ Charges 





Washington, March 1. 


lying to charges made by a| 
vival’ television applicant that it) 
was Stalling on construction, | 
WDEL-TV,. Wilmington, Del. sub-. 
mitted a petition to the FCC last 
week contending that any delay in | 
puilding its TV plant was beyond 
its control. WDEL-TV’s petition | 
was aimed at the Wilmington Tri- 
State Broadcasting Co. which 
requested the FCC to deny WDEL- 
qv’s application for additional 
time for construction, Tri-State 
also applied to the FCC for 
WDEL-TV’s facilities. 

Documents submitted by WDEL- 
TV claim firstly that the construc- 
tion permit in its present form was | 
not put into effect by the FCC 
until Jan. 19, 1949, when requests 
for reducing the power output were 
granted, Station says that despite 
the delays involving the c.p. final 
approval, it proceeded with con- 
struction in February, 1948, when 
it bought the transmitter site and 
contracted for equipment with 
RCA. The petition states that 
actually money expended on con- 
struction to date is in excess of 
$155,000. 

One of the major reasons for 
the construction delay, according 
to the petition, was the failure of 
RCA to deliver the equipment on 
schedule. Affidavits from RCA 
employees attached to the petition 
support the station’s claim. WDEL 
further claimed that Tri-State was 
guilty of misrepresenting the facts 
of the delay to the FCC. 


PHILLY’S WFIL SETS UP 
2 SPECIALIZED DEPTS. 


Philadelphia, March 1. 

Two specialized departments 
have been set up by the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer stations, WFIL and 
WFIL-TV, to handle sales and au- 
dience promotion as separate op- 
erations and to stimulate activities 
in both these fields. 

Fred Hayward, who came to the 
station last year from KWSC, Pull- 
man, Wash., has been named di- 
rector of the audience promotion 
department and in that capacity 
will direct news and special events. 
George Koehler, former assistant 
to Hayward has been named direc- 
tor of the newly created sales pro- 
motion department, and _ will 
supervise all promotion material 
directed at advertisers, agencies, 
trade publications as well as the 
station’s merchandising activities. 

Joseph E. Dooley, former news 
editor of WFIL, has been named 
publicity director, succeeding 
Richard Koster, who resigned to 
join Robert R. Young’s Federal 
Railway Progress staff. 


Six New Members Go On 
NAB Board for Chi Meet 


Washington, March 1. 

Six new members of the board 
of directors of the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters will begin terms at 
the NAB’s Chicago convention, it 
was announced Friday (25). Six- 
teen seats were involved in the 
mail balloting, with 10 incumbent 
directors being reelected. 

The new directors elected to the 
board are: James D. Shouse, WLW, 
Cincinnati, representing large sta- 
tions; Kenyon Brown, KWFT, 
Wichita, Falls, Tex., for medium 
Stations; Merrill Lindsay, WSOY, 
Decatur, Ill., small stations; Frank 
U. Fletcher, WARL-FM, Arlington, 
Va., FM-A stations; Allen M. Wood- 
all, WDAK, Columbus, Ga., Dis- 
trict 5; and Glenn Shaw, KLX, 
Oakland, Cal., District 15. 

Directors finishing their terms 
are: Paul W. Morency, WTIC, 
Hartford; Edward Breen, KVFD, 
Fort Dodge, Ia.: Willard D. Egolf, 
WBCC-FM, Bethesda, Md.; Henry 
P. Johnston, WSGN, Birmingham, 


and William B. Smullin, KIEM, 
ureka, Cal. 


Magna’s ‘Workshop’ Show 


Chicago, March 1. 
pilagna Electric Corp. of San 
Tancisco has joined the list of 
non-radio. advertisers using tele- 
vision, with sponsorship here of 
an " Workshop” on WNBQ 
to C), Deal for 13 weeks starts 
theortow (Wed.) with options for 
€ full NBC-TV web. 

4gna will plug home workshop 











Third of FCC Station Bids |Turn-the-Cheek Act For 


Coming From Newspapers, 


Washington, March 1. 


An FCC analysis last week of 435 | ping, swaddling rival, television, is | 
planned by one station here. | 


television authorizations and ap- | 
plications showed nearly a third 
originating with newspaper pub- 
lishing, 16% with broadcasting in- 
terests (not owned by news- 
papers), 6.6% with motion pictures 
and theatres, 6% with radio manu- 


| facturers, 6% with merchants, 4% 


with oil producers, and 2.4% with 
educational instiutions. 

FCC estimated the construction 
costs of the 124 TV stations author- 
ized at the beginning of the year 
at $30,300,000 and the 311 stations 
in application status at $66,300.000. 
The retail value of the 1,000,000 
sets produced since the war was 
estimated at $300,000,000 to $400.- 
000,000. 


TV by Philly AM Station 
Philadelphia, March, 1, 
Radio recognition of its strap- 


WJMJ will devote a half-hour seg- 


ment (10 to 10:30) to announce- 
ments of TV shows and critical 
reviews of programs. Broadcaster 
Ruth Chilton will do the video 
analysis. 

Idea stemmed from Pat Stanton 
owner and general manager of 
WJMJ, who said at a recent meet- 
ing of the Young Men’s Republican 
Club: “Television will not replace 
radio. It is merely another med- 
ium, one that you hear, see and 
smell.” Chilton show will treat 
tele as if were films or legit shows 
and provide critical radio reviews 
of new “three dimensional” med 
ium. 





Williams Testing Qatune Pic Materi 
On Vidshow For Brace of 3-Reelers 


Hollywood, March 1. 
Video as a testing ground for 
film material is the gimmick de- 
vised by Tex Williams in connec- 
tion with his NBC Western Cara- 
van vidshow and his Universal- 


, International oatuners. 


Williams’ deal with the film 
studio calls for him to furnish him- 
self, his band and al) musical 
sequences in a series of three-reel- 
ers. He'll try out acts and songs 
on the vidshow and also expects 
to uncover new talent for pix by 
using the teleshow as a screen test 
medium. 


| Williams will test songs to be 


used in pix and to be published 
| by his own firms, Dallas and Cara- 
'van Music. Since NBC has given 
/ him a free hand insofar as video 
material is concerned, Williams 
feels the new system has consider- 
able promise. So far, as a result 
‘of teletesting, he’s picked “Sun in 
the Sky.” new Foster Carling-Hil 
Ohman tune, for use in one of the 
UI three-reelers. 

Guest stars utilized by Williams 
on the NBC telecast thus far in- 
clude Pinky Tomlin, Sir Lancelot, 
Judy Clark and Phyllis Lynn. 
Vidoe sequences are penned by 
NBC writer Phil Shukin. 





er tools. Agency is J. Walter 
OomMmpson, , ‘ 
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by EDGAR KOBAK, President, Mutual Broadcasting System 


T has long been a practice of the net- 
I works, including Mutual, to brag about 
MORE. More this, more that, more the 
other thing. 

But sometimes LESS can be better. For 
the advertiser. And so, by way of a “switch” 
we are listing a few of the items of which 
Mutual has LESS. With reasons why we 
believe (and our advertisers believe) less 
is better. 


1. FEWER 50-KILOWATTERS, 
LESS TOTAL POWER 


Here less is better for two reasons. Tirst: 
fewer clustered 50’s mean less overlap, 
duplication and waste in power and cover- 
age. And second: it enabled us to build 
our network with an eye not to total power 
but distribution of power in markets where 
it can do the most good. As a result, 
Mutual has 172 one-thousand-watt-and-up 
stations which do a great job in their mar- 
kets; and 348 lower-powered stations 
which blanket their own areas. 


2. LESS NIGHTTIME COVERAGE — 
BY A SMALL MARGIN 


The obvious advantage in this case is: less 
° 4é P ” 
fringe coverage 1n so-called “‘scatterville 


where cost of coverage runs high. Mutual’s 
nighttime coverage covers people, not 
geography. (This is not the place to point 
out that Mutual has more daytime cover- 
age than the other networks—so we'll 
skip that.) 


3. LOWER COST PER 1000 RADIO HOMES 


Here less is better and no explanation 
needed. Mutual delivers radio homes at 
less cost because (1) there is no power 
waste, and a minimum of coverage dupli- 
cation, (2) its coverage is distributed 
where people and purchasing power are, 
(3) its overall rates are lower, discounts 
higher. Moreover, with 520 stations, 
Mutual is able to add that powerful local 
touch to national advertising in practically 
all of its coverage area. 


4. LOWER COST SHOWS AVAILABLE 
FOR SPONSORSHIP 


A low-cost show is not necessarily better 
than an expensive one. But a low-cost show 
that costs less per rating point and less per 
1000 homes reached is something else 
again. We have many such shows (once 
sustainers) which are doing some powerful 
selling for their sponsors. We have many 





Jean Gillespie, famed radio 
actress frequently beard on 
Mutual, poses im a circa 
1910 bathing suit and 
proves a point. 


such shows which are still available for 
sponsorship. 


5. LESS TIME SOLD 


Here less is better for the advertiser 
because it means better availabilities in 
the better listening periods. On April 25 
Gabriel Heatter moves to an earlier time; 
and we will be programming for sequence 
from 8:00 to 10:30 PM Monday through 
Friday. This means we will have many 
choice periods available and now is the 
time for advertisers to get the details. 


6. FEWER VICE-PRESIDENTS, 
LESS OVERHEAD 


With less brass, less ceremony, fewer rugs 
on the floor, the Mutual organization 
seems to be able to move faster, to make 
decisions quicker, cover the bases, get 
prompter clearances, give better service to 
advertisers, agencies, artists and stations. 
With lower overhead, Mutual is able to 
pass on savings to advertisers in the form 
of better rates, more for their money. 

When selling gets tougher, as it seems 
to be doing, and results are what count— 
you owe it to yourself to get the facts about 
Mutual's sales ability, 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


Where Less Buys More 
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Video Gold Rush 





— aa Continued from page 1 





vertisers. 
healthy stage of the industry is an | 
estimate by CBS prez Frank Stan- 
ton that his web’s tele billings for | tinuing 








Indicating the general, the 1949 gold rush. But, the web 
chiefs say, the day of the black ink 
operation is drawing ever closer, 
and is dependent only on a con-| 
expansion of 


the National Conference of Chris- 
|tians and Jews for the Armed 
Forces Radio Service’s outstanding | +, the virtual exclusion of other 
audience, | contributions 


AFRS Wins Kudoes 
For Tolerance Work 


Washington, March 1. 


Distinguished Merit Award of ment,” Liebman adds. And, he 


feels, if the vaudeo shows con- 
tinue to expand as they have been, 


to mutual under- rams, then video must 
standing during the past year was ee ee, 





TV Must Develop 


Continued from page 29 aaa 





stuff, too. Plus which, Liebman 
states, at the eri of 26 weeks much 
of the material can be repeated 
because of the increase in the sale 
of sets during that period and the 
consequently greatly expanded auy- 


the first quarter of 1949 will be 40 ‘which at this moment looks sure- | 


a 
times over the first three months fire. | fense James V. Forrestal by Justin 


mee bad the best twe menthe this | Miller, prexy of National Assn. of 


last year. 

Reasons for video’s own gold) 
rush, according to network chiefs, 
are the tremendous increase in set | 
circulation, extension of coaxial 
cable facilities, 
realization on the part of adver- 
tisers that tele is no longer some- 


|year, pacing the parade with 14 
new sponsors, 
| Morris, General Foods, Household 
2 | Finance, 
and the growing | Oiqsmobile. 
Tea, 
| Towel, 


CBS-TV, among the networks, 


including Philip | 
Rubber, 
Lipton 

Scott 


Ipana, U. S. 
Chesterfields, 
Whitehall Pharmacal, 
Wine Assn., Ballantine’s, 


thing to experiment with, but # | Schaefer Beer and Barbasol. NBC- 


potent selling medium. Almost], 
every advertiser using TV has 
come up with his own _ success 


story, checked off in actual dollar 
sales. Multiplying that by the 
number of sets installed through- 


tron, 
Candy, Motorola, Bona-Fide Mills, 
Colgate, Camels (on an expanded 
basis) and RCA. 
miral, 


[V so far this year has pacted Tex- 
Admiral, Luckies, Mason 


DuMont has Ad- 


DuMont Labs, Whelan 


out the country has proved that TV | Drugs, Old Golds (renewal), Tel- 


is «lready big time. 
More Sales Impact 
New York, for example, now has 


conducted for VARIETY by 


disco, Illinois Meats, Fashion 


| Frocks, Allied Foods and Ballan- 
tine’s. 
450,000 sets in use. Recent survey | Stein & Co., 
Pulse | hefty spot and participating spon- 


ABC-TV has signed A. 
and has also done a 


showed an average of 5.2 viewers | sor business. 


per set, which would give N. Y. an 
average audience of 2,340,000. That 
steadily-expanding circulation, de- 


are cutting into their establishe | 


While some of these advertisers | 


radio, newspaper and outdoor ad | 


spite an accompanying. boost in| pudgets for their tele expenditures, 
time charges, has already brought | many of them also represent new | 
TV advertising to a lower cost-per- | money, especially allocated for the | 


thousand rate than some of the! newer medium. 


top N. Y. newspapers. Video, ac- 
cording to the web chiefs, has been 


proved to have such potent sales|a moot point. 


impact that sponsors, consequent- | 


Thus, according | 


will dent the other ad forms is still 





ly, are beginning to recognize a 
good buy when they see it. 











presented last week to Sec. of De- 


Broadcasters. Miller made the 


_presentation as chairman of the 


Washington area radio committee 
for ‘Brotherhood Week,’ spon- 


| sored by NCCJ. 
received the citation) 


Forrestal 
for the AFRS overseas broadcast 
of “Miracle in 
Robert C. Vinson, and other pro- 


| grams. “Miracle” was based on the 


true story of a Jewish gift to a 
Catholic parish, which later 
brought about the rescue of many 


Austrian refugees. Ceremony, held | 


Friday (25) at Pentagon, was cov- 
ered by NBC and ABC television 
newsreel cameras. 





‘Independents Day’ To 


Stress Meaty Problems: 


At NAB Chicago Meet 


Washington, March 1, 


April 10, “Independents Day” at 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 


to the network chiefs, whether tele | Chicago convention this year, will 


include lively sessions on meaty 
problems, according to plans laid 
here Thursday and Friday by the 
Non-Affiliated Stations Committee. 
Morning session at the Hotel 


Brooklyn,” by} 


“The vaudeville type of enter-| diences who had previously missed 
tainment is easiest to do, and be-| these shows. 
cause of its more or less static type : 
of presentation, it certainly does 
achieve ‘he intimacy clamored for 
—but is that progress? Is the va- 
riety show to be practically the 
‘sole type of presentation in tele | 
just because it achieves a greater starting March 11, 
(intimacy between performer and | Burnett agency. 
home viewer?” Programming has Camel cigarets has signed to 
got to be expanded, he adds, and | bankroll Monday night in the 
eventually he has high hopes that) Philadelphia Arena over eight Du- 


: " Mont Agency for the 
the camera system will have been account, which teed off its sponsor. 


extended sufficiently to capture a_ ship Monday (28), is William Esty. 








New Tele Biz 


Continued from page 306 











through Leo 


stations. 


large-scale production. Programs will originate with 
Liebman stresses that there Ss a WFIL-TV (Philly) and be carried 
certain affinity between motion pic- py WABD (N.Y.), WAAM (Balti- 


ture and TV camera work. “If you| more), WGN-TV (Chicago), WEWS 
|can’t do it in motion pictures, then|(Cleveland), WJBK (Detroit), 
| don’t do it in video,” he says. And; WDTV (Pittsburgh) and WOIC 
with that he describes the ‘“tri-| (Washington). 
|'umph of the fourth camera.” Pa nig hh fa Goneret 
| Electric Supply Co., through Lan 
Triamph of ane ames Stashower and Fisher, S-adeuts 
On the Admiral show, Liebman | Wednesday night stint, “Bill Veeck 
has a fourth lenser high in the bal- | Reports.” Dodge Motor Co. spots 
cony of the International theatre | through Ohio Advg.; 10-minute 
N. Y., where the show is telecast | daily participation in hour-long 
(with an audience). With this|femme “Distaff” show; Don De 
camera he is able to get the whole | Coffee spots through Gordon Best 
stage and its performance, though |Co.; Handmacher Clothers spots 
the details, of course, are not de-| through Zan Diamond Co.; Cela- 
fined sharply. The nearest thing | Bese Corp. spots through Ellington 
to this, Liebman recalls, was in the Co 


days of the early Busby Berkeley- | aedted’ th he a of etna 
directed musical talking pix, in| 1 juncements om WKYZ-TV to = 
which Berkeley used a camera Pp 


the fact that station operating costs 





NBC-TV’s 48% 


Continued from page 29 


Only thorn in the situation is 








and program production charges | 
are also increasing steadily. As a|171%4 hours weekly, and CBS, the | 
result, few stations in the country | nearest competitor, was more than | 
expect to show a profit even during | five hours behind that pace. 


During the week of Jan. 2, NBC | 
stations were selling 128 hours of | 
commercial programs. This com- | 
pares with’ 35 for CBS, one for | 
DuMont and four for ABC. Later | 
figures are not available at this 
time. | 

NBC anticipates an SRO on eve- 
ning time by the end of 1949. 
| Prospective advertisers now mul- 


2 


70S 








Stevens meetings will discuss pro-|fr9m overhead to shoot large- | 
grams, with the afternoon session scale production numbers. (This | 
to cover sales problems. The | type of shooting in films, of course, | 
luncheon, only session of the day | was later developed.) 


at which network affiliates will be) ang if Liebman had his way, 


| Permitted, will deal with the indies | and if circumstances and all situa- 
| 


as a vital force in the industry. |tions were equal to it, he would. 
Justin Miller, NAB prexy, who eventually’ have as many as 4a) 
will make no formal address to the | dozen cameras shooting for TV, to 
convention this year, will speak at | capture the show from all angles. | 
the indies lunch. It’s felt that he’ll | He admits, though, that for the | 
use the occasion to underline a point | straight variety show there would | 
he is trying to make with U. S. | be no necessity for such extensive 
legislators, that radio is not con-| cameraing. 
trolled by four network presidents | Being a showman who recalls | 
and that independent broadcasters’ | the lighting techniques of motion 


mote their centennial celebration 
March 5 and 6. 

This is the first time that any 
local bank has used the television 
medium. Agency was Grant, De- 
troit. 

The annual Detroit Dog Show, to 
be held at the State Fair Grounds 
Coliseum, will be televiseS Satur- 
day (5) and Sunday (6), on WYX- 
TV. The program will be televised 
from 9 p.m. to conclusion on both 
evenings. 

The two programs were ordered 
by the DeSota-Plymouth Dealers 
of Detroit, through BBD & O. The 
show will feature Mort Neff as 
commentator, with Chuck Harbison 


“Trough 


% 


WDSU 


a> 





















from the. French Quarter to 


New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regularly 
aad exclusively to the St. Louis Cathedral, 
the International House, Moisant Inter- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 


Symphonies and Operas. 


WDSU's dominate Hogp- 
erating proves that hon- 


loyalty. 


j 





} 
| 


<“27 i. ee: My , 
ee ee ee Ne ee eee” 


NEW ABC 
ORLEANS wbsu Affiliate 
1280 ke eS 
— comeinnenmen 


ling entry include: Kaiser-Frazer, 


Buick (planning an_ hour-long 
show), Sterling Drugs, General 
Electric, Socony-Vacuum, Lever 


| Bros., A & P, General Foods, Sun 
WDSU broadcasts 5000 watts | Oil, 


: | Pontiac and Mohawk Rugs. 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners. | 


From daily association with time-honored 31 Philadelphia Schools 


Esso, Hudson, Tidewater Oil, 





Start TV In Curriculum 
Philadelphia, March 1. 
Television steps into the local 


| 


Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, | primary and high school educa- 


|tional picture beginning next 


_Monday (7) when pupils in 31 


oring local institutions public and parochial schools in this 
creates high listener | . : , 
;area start getting part of their 


‘education via video. 


The young- 
sters will watch tele programs in 
their classrooms during regular 
school hours. The project, tabbed 
“Operation Classroom” by _ the 
flacks involved, is sponsored jointly 
by public and diocesan’ school 
officials, WCAU-TV and RCA- 
Victor. . 

In addition to reaching the ele- 
mentary school level of study, the 
project will encompass junior and | 
senior high students, with special | 
programs designed for each group. | 
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“The bull does the ducking . . . Wheaties, you know!”’ 


welfare is a yardstick for the in-| pictures and legit, in both of which | doing the color narrative. 


dustry. 

A new departure is that indies 
which are not NAB members will 
be invited to attend. The theory is 
that non-affiliates have the smallest 
percentage of membership in the 
| NAB and that the move will help 
| build the association. 


Ted Cott, WNEW, N. Y., veepee, 
‘is chairman of the Non-Affiliated 
Stations Committee and will chair 
the April 10 sessions. Other com- 
mittee members are: Larry Mce- 


Dowell, KFOX, Long Beach; Ben | 


Strouse, WWDC, Washington; Bob 
Maynard, WSVS, Crewe, Va.; Patt 
MacDonald; Pete Schloss, WWSW, 
Pitts.; and Melvin Drake, WDGY, 
Minneapolis. 

The committee has asked Judge 
Miller to include an indie TV op- 
erator and an indie FM-only op- 


Stations group. It also selected 
Dick Pack, WNEW flack, to serve 
as press liaison officer at the con- 
vention. 


Less Coast Pantomime: 


KLAC Nixes ‘Charades’ 


Hollywood, March 1. 


Jack Stewart’s “Headline 
Charades” will be erased from 





-KLAC-TV’s schedule this week. 


Stewart’s show is one of four pan- 


-tomime programs being telensed 


here. 
KLAC execs feel that the same 


‘talent is being run in round-robin 


form on all the charades programs 
in town. Aside from the talent 
trouble, station toppers feel that 
pantomime has seen its day as a 
time filler and will lose its audi- 
ence to an entertainment format 
program. 

In the panto line, KFI-TV has 
“Can You Picture This” with 
Jerry Lawrence; KTTV has Mike 
Stokey’s “Pantomime Quiz,” and 
KTLA, “Movietown, RSVP.” 





Cincy’s WKRC Bows 


Cincinnati, March 1. 

WKRC started its television ex- 
perimental operation today (1). It 
plans commercial bow April 4 and 
CBS coaxial cable service linking 
in October. 

Has video studio in Times Star 
building downtown. 


erator on the next Non-Affiliated | 


| Liebman reveals that he has ! 


iwriters are, constantly submitting [L 








|he’s been a factor, as a writer, di- 
rector and producer, Liebman is 
employing stage and film lighting 
in TV, and for its ideas and devel- 
opment he gives full credit to 
Frederick Fox, the show’s scenic 
'designer. Before he put on the 
‘show Fox insisted that NBC pur- 
chase $35.000 worth of lighting, 
equipment. 

Liebman avers that the impor-| 
‘tant thing in TV is not to discour- | 
age new ideas, that everybody is 
still groping for the true pattern | 
of presentation. Video is the most | 
demanding of the entertainment 
media, he adds, since in a weekly 











M-G-M— 


"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 E.S.T. 


show one is expected to do in a. Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
| week what most producers do in eel 





weeks. This is something of which | 
he thinks critics should be 
‘aware. 
Sophisticated Programming | 
_He agrees that the Admiral show 
is a more sophisticated type of pro- 
|gramming than what TViewers 
have been used to seeing, but in 
| stressing this he recalls a similar 
| situation in the earlier days of 
‘radio. Radio, he remembers, was 
| getting nowhere in. particular with 
| its “intimate” and stylized type of 
programming—the kind where the 


listening audience “didn’t have to 2:46-3 P.M. 
think.” Then Fred Allen came With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


along to galvanize sophisti Written and Directed by 
Pag B.. meee, ADDISON SMITH 


comedy into the ether medium. 

_ Allen, Liebman recalls, made | 
the audience think, and a revue 

| show with its attendant sophisti- 
/cated comedy, interpretative-dance ' 
qualities, and the like, can like- 4 
‘wise make TVers think, Liebman 

Stresses. This, he feels, is an an- | 
/swer to certain critics who have 

stated that his show might be a lit- | 
‘tle too sophisticated for the home. | 
| Actually, there are many on TV 

ey — type of revue entertain- per 

ment who, as_ non-theatregoers, | . d for! 
have never scen it before, and are |# ar ee Pee. peared 4 lit- 
thus learning to appreciate it for r erature, write on your business let- 

the first time. |" terhead to Dept. V-32. i 
MICRO-LITE CO., INC. 1 
|enough material right now for 4 44 West 18th Street, New York City tl 


about 25 of the weekly shows (Fri- er ear 
day, 8-9 p. m., NBT). A frequent SS 


\¢ry is: where can he get all the T 

‘material? He has several writers ||OFFICE SPACE FOR REN 

oe commen, ane hes een | 1 Block from Radio City 
Several furnished offices with private 


taken on one to write just for Mary | 
bath for rent. Telephone switchbow 


McCarty, who’s featured on the’ 

show (Sid Caesar is the star.) And 

the scripters are always working ]}®"4 cleaning service. 

on additional material. Also, name || HOTEL ABBEY, NEW YORK 





more | 
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“UNUSUAL” 


—ILLUSTRATED PRESS, 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


"WHAT MAKES 
YOU TICK?" / 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
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PERSONAL | 


The personal touch is the magic 
f touch .. . in building up good’ 

and making contacts. Impress people 4 
f personally with a gift of a MICRO- 
LITE, the handsome miniature a. t 
chain flashlight. Imprinted wit 
your name, product, show, program, é 
movie or service, it is the perfec 
good will builder and promotion § 




























. 
ee. i fe i le ee ie tee ee ee al 


SS Soe mee Se ee 2 ee ee eet oe ee ieee ht om —— ht Oe ee ee ee ee ee 





nn -_ ee Ok 


Gat pe ah tee Oe 4 f 


oe Oe oft wt tht ee oe A ee lull CUCU 








man 
uch 
ated 
sale 

the 

au- 
ssed 


the 
isor- 
Usty. 
with 
ried 
alti- 
SWS 
rit), 
OIC 


eral 
sang 
nute 
eeck 
spots 
nute 
long 
De 
Best 
spots 
~ela- 
gton 


‘troit 
ane 
pro- 
ation 


any 
ision 
De- 


w, to 
unds 
atur- 
SY X- 
vised 
both 


ered 
alers 

The 
f as 
vison 


= 


ASE 


v 

















Wednesday, March 2, 1949 





@RCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


41 











SEE BOP B00 


Waltz Leads Disk Sales 


A unique commentary on the current recording business is 
reflected in the current disks occupying the top positions on the 
pestseller lists at Columbia and RCA-Victor. 

Columbia’s No. 1 is Frankie Yankovic’s “Blue Skirt Waltz.” and 


the second slot is held by an ins 
My Love To Keep Me Warm.” 


trumental, Les Brown's “I’ve Got 


At Victor, the No. 1 disk is Dennis 


Day’s “Clancy Lowered the Boom,” an outright novelty, with 


Sammy Kaye’s “Lavender Blue” 
Rarely do two such novelties 


artists. 


running second. 
take over from the pops by top 


Yankovic’s disk is not a novelty in the sense that Day’s 


disk is, but it is novel to Columbia that a waltz is leading sales. 


In each: case, it’s emphasized, t 


pasis of records shipped, not necessarily sold to the public. 


he top-slot positions are on the 








Fearful of Turning 


Down a Hit, 


STING B 


AND BIZ 





LIKEN STYLE T 
SWING AS SPARK 


A few far-sighted band business 
}executives are changing their atti- 
|tude toward bop-music, which has 








|taken a hefty hold on a large slice | 


of the teenage population in re- 
cent months. They see in the 
spreading acceptance of the jazz 
| Style a spark that could ignite a 
| fresh interest in name bands, much 
|in the way swing music started a 
ib.o. ecyele in the late °30s_ that 
earned millions for agencies, band- 
leaders and musicians alike in the 


ee ‘ . 
Many Pubs Giving Corn Careful Eye years ub ‘to the end of the war, 


Major music publishers are be-+ 


coming increasingly wary in their 
evaluation of songs submitted to 
them for publication consideration. 
Last year, when simple “corn” 
tunes began showing up strongly 
in bestseller lists, most majors 
fluffed the trend off as due to the 
recording ban and the lack of so- 
called good songs. Then the trend 
waned later in the year and pubs 
felt their original opinion of the 
situation was correct. 

In recent weeks, however, the 
public has again showed greater 
interest in waltzes, varied novel- 
ties, westerns, hillbilly and bop. 
And a good many of the publishers 


,are back in the mental state that 


the initial trend in that direction 
put them. To the point where 
they’re afraid to reject songs in 
fear of turning down what eventu- | 
ally may become a hit. Since, in | 
many cases, they can take some of | 


the tunes offered with little invest: | 
ment in advances, etc., they are} 


| Transcriptions 


doing so. And that is making | 
trouble for the recording com- 
panies. 


Artists and repertoire men with 
the major labels are being 
swamped by tunes. There was a 
time when a responsible pub would 
submit songs one or two at a time 
—a ballad and a novelty, for ex- 
ample. They do that now but then 
add a batch of others without mak- 
ing statements as to their’ promo- 
tion aims. They ask the recorders 
simply to look the songs over for 
possibilities. 

One recording man, for example, 
last week drew close to 60 tunes 
submitted by publishers in the 
space of four days. It’s almost 
physically impossible for a label’s 
recording people to keep up with 
such a-flow of material, do justice 
to each, and yet fulfill all other 
duties. Especially since the tunes 
being submitted by well known 
pubs are added to a consistent 
flow of unattached melodies sub- 
mitted by non-name songwriters 
who hope to secure a recording 
and thus be in a better position to 
talk coin terms with a publisher. 


Cugat Barred From 
Argentine By Tooters 


Union, Cutting Tour 


. Montevedeo, March 1. 

Xavier Cugat’s orchestra will by- 
Pass Buenos Aires on its current 
trip in this area. Maestro origi- 
nally had expected to play a three 
to four-week date at a nitery there, 
but the Argentine Musicians Union 
successfully fought to bar him. 
ater, Cugat anticipated going into 
the city to work three concerts at 
ts equivalent of New York’s Luna 
Park, which is not under the juris- 
diction of the union. 

Apparently the Argentine tooters 





ound a way of stymieing that deal, | 


» for Cugat won’t go any farther 


South than Montevideo, where he. 


Plays four weeks at the Casino, 
Opening later this week. He comes 
ere from a run in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela. While there, incidentally, 
8ie ran into a dancer to whom 

€ once refused to give a job in 
nati tates, and the performer, a 
ive of Venezuela, split the maes- 
0s lip with an unexpected punch. 
U os intends returning to the 
cr. (MMediately after finishing 
ve His local date was booked 
‘and is brother out of Mexico City, 
not by Music Corp. of America, 

nally his agent. 





Andrews Trio Dip 
Into Hillbilly Music 


Andrews Sisters dipped _ into 
country style music last week, re- 
cording with Ernest Tubb, Decca 
Records top name in that category. 
They did “Don’t Rob Another 
Man’s Castle” and ‘‘Bitin’ My Fin- 
gernails Thinking of You.” 

It’s the first time the trio delved 
into hillbilly music, and the disk 
made with Tubb will be released 
on the regular 75c label. 


AFM Disavows 
Standby Tax On 





American Federation of Musi- 
cians has advised transcription 
companies that neither AFM nor 
‘bandleaders who record for them 


are responsible any longer for the | 


payment of “surcharge” or “stand- 
by” taxes when travelling bands 
‘cut “library” material. Prior to 


the introduction of the Taft-Hart- | 


‘ley law, which forbids standbys, 
| travelling bands making any trans- 
‘eriptions outside the jurisdiction 
of a home local were required to 
pay 15% of scale pay for the mu- 
'sicians involved to the local gov- 
|erning the area in which the disks 
were cut. After the T-H bill, this 
part of the rule was dropped by 
the AFM national office. It was 
called a “standby” tax. 

However, various locals in which 

transcription company studios were 
located either were not advised 
/ that the 15% was no longer requir- 
‘ed or the locals continued collect- 
‘ing the “surcharge.” How much 
coin was turned over to locals 
‘under that label is unknown, but 
\transeribers feel it was consider- 
able. 

Only a few weeks ago band 
| agencies, transcribers and band- 
|leaders found out that the tax was 
‘no longer required, that it applies 
‘only to transcriptions made for 
‘commercial purposes. “Library’ 
‘material is non-commercial ‘“‘fill- 
in” music. 


-Herman-Cole Concert 








Pittsburgh, March 1. 
Woody Herman-King Cole con- 
‘cert last Tuesday night (22) at Syria 
Mosque provided biggest local jazz 
b.o. of the year, topping even 
recent Stan Kenton show. Gross, 
exclusive of tax, was better than 
$7,400, with Herman and Cole tak- 

‘ing around $4,500 as their share. 
Big (3,800-seal) 


Smash $7,400 in Pitt ° 


ing room and 85 extra in the or- 
chestra pit being sold. Concert was 
promoted by Nick Lomakin, local 
record dealer, who has impresa- 
rioed a number of similar Jazz- 
shows here. 





tilhncpaiiiniianninmniiieats 
| Pjonel Hampton orchestra re- 
i newing vaude at the Regal theatre, 
Chicago, took over $14.000 for its 
end of the week closed Thursday 
(18). despite three days of bad 
‘weather. Gross over $30,000. 


Syria Mosque | 
was packed, with about 200 stand- | 


nose-dived as a result of rising 
costs. 

Agency men are heartened by 
the craze for bop because they feel 
that as soon as the initial enthu- 
Slasm wanes, the stylists who are 
now featuring it will smooth out its 
rough edges and wild jazz kinks to 
the point where it can be sold 
commercially. It by then would as- 
sume the status of the swing mu- 
sic that so excited the band fans 
of the late ’30s and early 740s. 
Even now there are evidences of 
softening in the bop bands of 
Charlie Ventura and a few others 
that employ the style in a more 
modified manner. 


| At the moment, name bandlead- 
ers playing one-nighters in metro- 
| politan centers, as well as occa- 
|sionally in small towns, are 
| plagued by kids who want bop. If 
they don’t get it they make the 
‘lives of leaders miserable with 


their requests, or sneers if one ex- | 


plains that he doesn’t use the style. 
Whether or not the kids know bop 
when they hear it is another story. 


Some of the leaders play it as 
much for pay as for their own 
edification. But they don’t like the 
word “bop” because it is identified 


with dim or cellar jazz joints. But 
sO was swing to some. extent. 
Agency execs feel that the chances 
for hitting a new mother lode get 
brighter as the craze spreads. 


| 





Ts You Is or Is 


You Ain't M Baby 


Music publishers and jobbers 
just don’t seem able to make up 
their minds on the condition of the 
business. Jobbers at first state that 


| biz has been better during January 
‘and February than the comparable 
period last year, which was far 
down from wartime norms, but 
¢still good in comparison to prewar 
figures. Then, after checking, they 
assert that it’s slightly below last 
year for the two months. 
Publishe themselves disagree. 
That’s usually easy to do since an 
individual firm’s sales reaction is 





based on whether or not its cur-) 


rent pop tunes are selling to any 
degree. But in today’s market, 
pubs also disagree to some extent 
on catalog material—standards, 
folios, etc. Some say biz is okay in 
| those grooves and others that it’s 


ad. 

Pubs who do have hits and a 
good backlog, however, assert that 
biz is good. Leeds, for example, 
says that January and February 
were its two heaviest months since 
the firm was launched some 10 
years ago. Currently, Leeds has 
“Pussy-Cat Song,” “Galway Bay” 
and several other pops moving at 
once. 





Randy Brooks Reorgs 


Randy Brooks, out of the band | 


business as a maestro for months, 
is reorganizing. He got a release 
from General Artists Corp. last 
week and signed with Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. 

New band will comprise 13 men 
plus one or two vocalists. It will 
start work on one-nighters. Brooks 
himself has been-on the ‘Coast for 
‘the past couple months. 


‘Bandleaders Would Save Plenty Coin 


Via N.Y. State Tax Credit Plan 





Decca, Brunswick Sue 
Stores for Cutrating 


Charging violation of the N. Y 
State Feld-Crawford fair trade act, 
Decca Records, Decca Distributing 
Corp. and the Brunswick Radio 
Corp. have filed a $100,000 damage 
suit in N. Y. supreme court against 
the Vim Electric Co. and the Vim 
Radio & Sporting Goods Stores, 
Inc. Defendants, it’s alleged, 
breached a November, 1946, retail 
price-fixing agreement by wilfully 
and knowingly selling records and 
albums with brand names at lower 
prices then called for in the pact. 

Cutrate sales were halted by 
Decca through a stay order granted 
by the court, and last week the 
waxery won a continued stay pend- 
ing trial of the action. 

Vim companies, in their counter- 
claim, contend they were offering 
the product at a lower price since 
the plaintiffs’ stock was being dis- 
continued. 





Feist Tussle 0 

Louie Diski 
Art Kassel, Mercury Records and 
Feist Music are in a tussle current- 
ly over the novelty song, “All 
Right Louie, Drop That Gun,” 
which may wind up in a legal 
| battle. Feist’s Harry Link, who 
| took the song a month or more 
| ago, has demanded that Mercury 
| withhold the marketing of an ar- 
| rangement and recording of it by 


| Kassel’s band. And the leader has 
retained attorney John Manning 





000,”’ charging Feist with ‘“‘prevent- 

ing him from making a living.” 
Kassell had heard the song on 

the Arthur Godfrey show, from 





| his own statement, and apparently | 


copied it down, had an arrange- 
/ment made and recorded it for 
| Mercury at his own expense. Feist 
| apparently was not aware that he 
| had it at first. Meanwhile, it has 
been awaiting the recording of the 
| song by certain artists on the Co- 
|lumbia and Decca labels. And it 
| didn’t want Kassel’s disk bre: “ng 
| first. Feist ordered Mercury to 
| withhold it when it became known 
'it was cut, which it could legally 
| do since the recording was the first 
on the tune and Feist has not is- 
/sued a license. By that time, how- 
ever, Mercury had shipped copies 
'to disk jockeys and reviewers (re- 
viewed in current issue of VARIETY) 
'and claims to have orders for 30,- 
| 000 copies. 
Mercury, on the other hand, al- 
| leges that Feist has given a license 
'to Decca to record the song, and 
| under the 1909 copyright law, it is 
free to go ahead and release Kas- 
_sel’s waxing. In the same vein, 
| Kassel asserts that he drew per- 
| mission from the song’s writers, 


‘record it, before thev assigned the 
‘tune to Feist. And that the latter 
firm ordered Mercury to withhold 
the disk only after they took it 


over. Kassel claims he’s being 
“squeezed” to benefit bigger 
_ artists. 





| 
‘Cap Again Defers On 


Tele-Funken Releases 
Hollywood, March 1. 

Capitol Records for the third 
time has deferred the release date 
of its first Tele-Funken classical re- 
cordings. Originally, they were 
due on the market March 7, but 
now March 28 is the release date. 


Reason for the delay is that Cap 
has found the preparations, produc- 
tion, promotion; etc.,‘not moving as 
fast as first anticipated. 


“to file suit against Feist for $500.- | 


|; music firms. 


King Records did 


| going elsewhere. 


, That Confederate Money, 


* New York State Unemployment 


Insurance bureau has agreed to al- 


low bandleaders who work within 
the state’s borders to seek credit 
from the Federal Government for 
tax sums paid by their employers 
—if the consent of the latter can 
be gained. Permission to follow 
this course was granted last week 
by Paul Mayer, UI division head, 
after consultations with the state 
attorney general as to its legality, 
and its fulfillment will save band- 
leaders who spend much time 
working in N. Y. State fairly large 
sums annually. Herb Chernin 
(Phil Braunstein &), worked out 
the details with Mayer after 
months of discussion over the pe- 
culiar situation. 

N. Y.’s Unemployment Insurance 
division heads have refused to 
agree with the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision which stated that 
the bandleader is the employer of 
his musicians. This knocked out 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians Form B contract, which had 
made the buyer of the band its 
employer and liable for unemploy- 
ment taxes. N.Y. men held with 
a previous N. Y. court of appeals 
decision which decreed that the 
, buyer should pay the taxes and, 
though all other states allow the 
bandleader to pay the taxes, N. Y. 
has insisted the buyer pay them. 

This set up a situation in which 
taxes for dates within N.Y. were 
paid by the hotel, theatre, nitery 
or one-night promoter. At the 
end of the year, the bandleader 
had to pay 3% of his overal! an- 
nual payroll to the Government— 
including taxes for the N.Y. dates, 
which had already been paid by 
the buyers in this state. He could 
not get credit, because the Govern- 
ment insisted the leader is respon- 
sible. If he can get credit, as is 
likely now, the leader will have to 
pay only 3% to the Federal men, 
since the buyer in N.Y. pays the 
state 2.7% 

Savings to  bandleaders, of 
_course, will depend on how much 
, work they do within N.Y.’s, borders 
in a year, and the size of their 
musician payroll. 





Can't Get Own Tunes 
Disked, So Songwriter 
Sets Up Own Company 


Nashville, March 1. 
' A new indie recording firm has 
been formed here, called Select 
Records, the outgrowth of the ef- 
forts of Mrs. Hank Fort, an 
amateur songwriter currently get- 
»ting recognition from New York 
| publishers due to her “Put Your 
Shoes On, Lucy” tune, published 
| by Bourne Music. Mrs. Fort had 
'recorded four of her own tunes 
| (she writes words and music), with 
| Singer Dotty Dillard and Owen 





' Bradley, assistant musical director 
of WSM here. 
| N.Y. to sell the masters to major 
| record companies, but found that, 
/as a result of “Lucy,” most of the 
| companies had the tunes recorded. 


‘Lucile Johnson and Ray Carter to| So she set up her own disk label. . 


She took them to 


Mrs. Fort, who has been writing 
songs for eight years, tried unsuc- 
cessfully for almost that length of 
time to get them published by N.Y. 
She finally got a 
break last year when Lawrence 


| Welk arranged her “Pic-A-Nic-In 
‘in the Park.” 


This year her “Put 
Your Shoes” came to attention when 
it with Bob 
Cleary and Evelyn Knight began 
doing it in nitery performances. 
She sold the tune to Bourne for a 
$1,000 advance. Shapiro-Bernstein 
is taking her “Let the Good Things 
Happen” and another, “I Didn't 
Know the Gun Was Loaded,” is 
She has another 
she’s trying to place called “Save 
Boys, 
the South Shall Rise Again.” 





, Al Solomon ‘joined Coast staff ef 
Mills Music ag eemtaetman. 
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_ Video Gold Rush 


Continued from page 1 
vertisers. Indicating the general the 1949 gold rush. But, the web 
healthy stage of the industry is an | Chiefs say, the day of the — ink 
estimate by CBS prez Frank Stan-| ond is is drawing ever closer, 
ton that his web’s tele billings for|tinuing expansion of audience, 
the first quarter of 1949 will be 40 'which at this moment looks sure- 
times over the first three months fire. 


last year. CBS-TV, among the networks, 


; hs thi 
Reasons for video’s own gold | has had the best two months this 


rush, according to network chiefs, | ¥€#" 


, . } i in Phili 
are the tremendous increase in set iceeha ehianee sae agg” Il or 
circulation, extension of coaxial eh / 


ere 4" Finance, Ipana, U. S. Rubber, 
cabie facilities, and the SrOWINE | Oldsmobile, Chesterfields, Lipton 
realization on the part of adver- Tea, Whitehall Pharmacal, Scott 
tisers that tele is no longer some- Towel. Wine Assn., Ballantine's, 


thing to experiment with, but a) cchaefer Beer and Barbasol. NBC- 








potent selling medium. Almost | py <5 far this year has pacted Tex- 
every advertiser using TV has tion Admiral, Luckies, Mason 
come up with his own success Candy, Motorola, Bona-Fide Mills, 


story, checked off in actual dollar 
sales. Multiplying that by the basis) and RCA. DuMont has Ad- 
number of sets installed through- eaduall DuMont Labs, Whelan 
out the country has proved that TV Drugs, Old Golds (renewal), Tel- 


Colgate, Camels (on an expanded 


is already big time. / disco, Illinois Meats, Fashion 
More Sales Impact |Frocks, Allied Foods and Ballan- 
New York, for example, now has | tine’s. ABC-TV has signed A. 


450,000 sets in use. Recent survey | Stein & Co., and has also done a 
conducted for Variety by Pulse! hefty spot and participating spon- 
showed an average of 5.2 viewers | sor business. 

per set, which would give N. Y. an, While some of these advertisers 
average audience of 2,340,000. That | are cutting into their establishe 
steadily-expanding circulation, de-| radio, newspaper and outdoor ad 
spite an accompanying. boost in| pudgets for their tele expenditures, 


TV advertising to a lower cost-per- | money, especially allocated for the 
thousand rate than some of the!newer medium. Thus, according 
top N. Y. newspapers. Video, ac- | to the network chiefs, whether tele 
cording to the web chiefs, has been | will dent the other ad forms is still 
proved to have such potent sales!a moot point. 


impact that sponsors, consequent- . 
NBC-TV’s 48% 


ly, are beginning to recognize a 
———-_ (ontinued from page 29 








good buy when they see it. 

Only thorn in the situation is | 
the fact that station operating costs | 
and program production charges | 
are also increasing steadily. As a 





nearest competitor, was more than 
five hours behind that pace. 


During the week of Jan. 2, NBC 
stations were selling 128 hours of 
commercial programs. 
pares with 35 for CBS, one for 
DuMont and four for ABC. Later 
figures are not available at this 
time. 

NBC anticipates an SRO on eve- 
ning time by the end of 1949. 
| Prospective advertisers now mul- 
\ling entry include: Kaiser-Frazer, 


result, few stations in the country 
expect to show a profit even during 








“through 





y ¢ 
from the. French Quarter to | Pontiac and Mohawk Rugs. 


he Gulf and South Louisiana listeners. | 
31 Philadelphia Schools 


















From daily association with time-honored | 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has | 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regularly 
and exclusively to the St. Louis Cathedral, 
the International House, Moisant Inter- 
national Airport, Tulane University, | 


Philadelphia, March 1. 


Symphonies and Operas. ‘ 
we ie | tional 


WDSU's dominate Hogp- | 
erating proves that hon- | Monday 


picture 


(7) when pupils 


creates high listener | 









oS 
Orleans 


fae ” 
4. 





| In addition to reaching the ele- 























NEW ABC mentary school level of study, the 
ORLEANS Affiliate Project will encompass junior and 
1280 k 5000 |senior high students, with special 

¢c Watts programs designed for each group. 
$3 — 
ae 











“The bull does the ducking . . . Wheaties, you know!”’ 





and is dependent only on a con- 


pacing the parade with 14) 


time charges, has already brought | many of them also represent new | 


This com- | 


ihe is trying to make with U. 


| Buick (planning an_ hour-long 
{show), Sterling Drugs, General 
| Electric, Socony-Vacuum, Lever 
21 | Bros., A & P, General Foods, Sun 


WDSU broadcasts 5000 watts | Oil, Esso, Hudson, Tidewater Oil, 


Start TV In Curriculum 


Television steps into the local 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, | primary and high school educa- 
beginning next 
in 31 
oring local institutions | public and parochial schools in this 

loyalty. |area start getting part of their 
education via video. The young- 
|sters will watch tele programs in 
their classrooms during regular 


ov 2 Sce school hours. The project, tabbed | 
'“Operation Classroom” by the 


|flacks involved, is sponsored jointly 


|by public and diocesan’ school 
‘officials, WCAU-TV and RCA- 
Victor. . 


AFRS Wins Kudoes 
For Tolerance Work 


Washington, March 1. 
Distinguished Merit Award of 





'tians and Jews for the Armed 
| Forces Radio Service’s outstanding 
|eontributions to mutual under- 
| standing during the past year was 
| presented last week to Sec. of De- 
| fense James V. Forrestal by Justin 
Miller, prexy of National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. Miller made the 


'the National Conference of Chris- | 





presentation as chairman of the 
Washington area radio committee | 
for “Brotherhood Week,” 
sored by NCCJ. 

Forrestal received the citation 
for the AFRS overseas broadcast | 
of “Miracle in Brooklyn,” by 
Robert C. Vinson, and other pro- 
grams. “Miracle” was based on the 
true story of a Jewish gift to a 
Catholic parish, which later 
brought about the rescue of many 
Austrian refugees. Ceremony, held 
Friday (25) at Pentagon, was cov- 
ered by NBC and ABC television 
newsreel cameras. 


spon- | 





‘Independents Day’ To 


Stress Meaty Problems 


At NAB Chicago Meet 


Washington, March 1. 
April 10, “Independents Day” at 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
Chicago convention this year, will 
include lively sessions on meaty 


| problems, according to plans laid 
'here Thursday and Friday by the 


Non-Affiliated Stations Committee. 
Morning session at the Hotel 


| Stevens meetings will discuss pro- 
| grams, with the afternoon session 
i to 


174% hours weekly, and CBS, the | 


cover sales problems. The 
luncheon, only session of the da a 
at which network affiliates will be 


| permitted, will deal with the indies | 


as a vital force in the industry. | 


Justin Miller, NAB prexy, who) 
will make no formal address to the | 
convention this year, will speak at | 
the indies lunch. It’s felt that he'll | 
use the occasion to underline a point | 
legislators, that radio is not con-| 
trolled by four network presidents | 
and that independent broadcasters’ 
welfare is a yardstick for the in- 
dustry. 

A new departure is that indies 
which are not NAB members will 
be invited to attend. The theory is 
that non-affiliates have the smallest 
percentage of membership in the 
NAB and that the move will help 
build the association. 


Ted Cott, WNEW, N. Y., veepee, 
is chairman of the Non-Affiliated | 
Stations Committee and will chair 
the April 10 sessions. Other com- | 
mittee members are: Larry Mc- | 
Dowell, KFOX, Long Beach; Ben | 
Strouse, WWDC, Washington; Bob 
_Maynard, WSVS, Crewe, Va.: Patt | 
MacDonald; Pete Schloss, WWSV, | 
Pitts.; and Melvin Drake, WDGY, 
Minneapolis. 


The committee has asked Judge 
Miller to include an indie TV op- 
erator and an indie FM-only op- 
erator on the next Non-Affiliated 
Stations group. It also selected 
Dick Pack, WNEW flack, to serve 
as press liaison officer at the con- | 
vention. 


Less Coast Pantomime: 





_ KLAC Nixes ‘Charades’ 


Hollywood, March 1. 


| Jack Stewart’s “Headline 
| Charades” will be erased from 
KLAC-TV’s schedule this week. 
Stewart’s show is one of four pan-| 
'tomime programs being telensed | 
_ here. 

KLAC execs feel that the same. 
| talent is being run in round-robin 
form on all the charades programs 
in town. Aside from the talent | 
trouble, station toppers feel that 
pantomime has seen its day as a| 
time filler and will lose its audi- 
ence to an entertainment format 
program. 

In the panto line, KFI-TV has 
“Can You Picture This” with) 
Jerry Lawrence; KTTV has Mike. 
Stokey’s “Pantomime Quiz,” and 
KTLA, “Movietown, RSVP.” | 


| 





| 


Cincy’s WKRC Bows | 


Cincinnati, March 1. 
WKRC started its television ex- 
perimental operation today (1). It 
plans commercial bow April 4 and 
CBS coaxial cable service linking 
in October. | 
Has video studio in Times Star | 
building downtown. | 


| can’t do it in motion pictures, 
don’t do it in video,” he says. And_ 
“tri- 


| radio. 
| getting nowhere in. particular with 


| stresses. 






TV 


ment,” Liebman adds. And, he 
feels, if the vaudeo shows con- 
tinue to expand as they have been, 
to the virtual exclusion of other 
types of programs, then video must 
inevitably collapse. 

“The vaudeville type of enter- 
tainment is easiest to do, and be- 
cause of its more or less static type 
of presentation, it certainly does 
achieve ‘he intimacy clamored for 





|/—but is that progress? Is the va- 


riety show to be practically the 


‘sole type of presentation in tele 


just because it achieves a greater 
intimacy between performer and 


home viewer?” Programming has | 
got to be expanded, he adds, and | 


eventually he has high hopes that 
the camera system will have been 
extended sufficiently to capture a 
large-scale production. 

Liebman stresses that there’s a 
certain affinity between motion pic- 
ture and TV camera work. “If em 
then 


with that he describes the 
umph of the fourth camera.” 


Triumph of 4th Camera 


On the Admiral show, Liebman 
has a fourth lenser high in the bal- 
cony of the International theatre 
N. Y., where the show is telecast 
(with an audience). With 
camera he is able to get the whole 
stage and its performance, though 
the details, of course, are not de- 
fined sharply. The nearest thing 
to this, Liebman recalls, was in the 
days of the early Busby Berkeley- 
directed musical talking pix, in 
which Berkeley used a camera 
from overhead to _ shoot  large- 
scale production numbers. (This 


| type of shooting in films, of course, 


was later developed.) 

And if Liebman had his way, 
and if circumstances and all situa- 
tions were equal to it, he would 
eventually’ have as many as a 
dozen cameras shooting for TV, to 
capture the show from all angles. 
He admits, though, that for the 


straight variety show there would | 


be no necessity for such extensive 
cameraing. 

Being a showman who recalls 
the lighting techniques of motion 
pictures and legit, in both of which 


| he’s been a factor, as a writer, di- 


rector and producer, Liebman is 
employing stage and film lighting 
in TV, and for its ideas and devel- 
opment he gives full credit to 
Frederick Fox, the show’s scenic 
designer. Before he put on the 
show Fox insisted that NBC pur- 
chase $35,000 worth of lighting 
equipment. 


Liebman avers that the impor- | 


tant thing in TV is not to discour- 
age new ideas, that everybody is 
still groping for the true pattern 
of presentation. 


media, he adds, since in a weekly 


show one is expected to do in a) 
week what most producers do in) 


weeks. This is something of which 
he thinks critics should be more 
aware. 

Sophisticated Programming 


He agrees that the Admiral show | 


is a more sophisticated type of pro- 
gramming than what TViewers 


have been used to seeing, but in 
| stressing this he recalls a similar 


situation in the earlier days of 
Radio, he remembers, was 


its “intimate” and stylized type of 
programming—the kind where the 
listening audience “didn’t have to 
think.” Then Fred Allen came 


along to galvanize sophisticated 


comedy into the ether medium. 
Allen, Liebman recalls, made 
the audience think, and a revue 


_ show with its attendant sophisti- 
/cated comedy, interpretative-dance 


qualities, and the like, can like- 


‘wise make TVers think, Liebman 
This, he feels, is an an- | 


swer to certain critics who have 


stated that his show might be a lit- | 


tle too sophisticated for the home. 
Actually, there are many on TV 
seeing this type of revue entertain- 
ment who, as_ non-theatregoers, 
have never seen it before, and are 
thus learning to appreciate it for 
the first time. 

Liebman reveals that he _ has 
enough material right now for 


about 25 of the weekly shows (Fri- | - = =ss 

| 
cry is: where can he get all the) 
He has several writers | 
working constantly, and has even) 
taken on one to write just for Mary | 
McCarty, who’s featured on the. 
And. 
_the scripters are always working 


day, 8-9 p. m., NBT). A frequent 


material? 


show (Sid Caesar is the star.) 


on additional material. Also, name 


|writers are constantly submitting 


Must Develop 


Continued from page 29 gaa 





this | 
| Coffee spots through Gordon Best 


Video is the most | 
demanding of the entertainment. 


} 











stuff, too. Plus which, Liebman 
states, at the erftl of 26 weeks much 
of the material can be repeated 
because of the increase in the gale 
of sets during that period and the 
consequently greatly expanded ay- 
diences who had previously missed 
these shows. ' 





New Tele Biz 


Continued from page 306 





starting March 11, 
Burnett agency. 
Camel cigarets has signed to 
bankroll Monday night in the 
Philadelphia Arena over eight Dy. 
Mont stations. Agency for the 


through 


Leo 


, account, which teed off its sponsor. 


ship Monday (28), is William Esty, 
Programs will originate with 
WFIL-TV (Philly) and be carried 
by WABD (N.Y.), WAAM (Balti- 
more), WGN-TV (Chicago), WEWs 
(Cleveland), WJBK (Detroit) 
WDTV (Pittsburgh) and WOIC 
(Washington). 

WEWS-TV, Cleveland; General 
Electric Supply Co., through Lang 
Stashower and Fisher, 15-minute 
Wednesday night stint, “Bill Veeck 


| Reports.” Dodge Motor Co. spots 


through Ohio Advg.; 
daily participation § in 
femme “Distaff” show; 


10-minute 
hour-long 
Don De 


Co.; Handmacher Clothers spots 
through Zan Diamond Co.: Cela- 
nese Corp. spots through Ellington 
Co. 

The National Bank of Detroit 
ordered 10 one-minute spot an- 


/nouncements on WXYZ-TV to pro- 


mote their centennial celebration 


| March 5 and 6. 


This is the first time that any 
local bank has used the television 
medium. Agency was Grant, De- 
troit. 

The annual Detroit Dog Show, to 
be held at the State Fair Grounds 
Coliseum, will be televise’ Satur- 


‘day (5) and Sunday (6), on WaYx- 


TV. The program will be televised 
from 9 p.m. to conclusion on both 
evenings. 

The two programs were ordered 
by the DeSota-Plymouth Dealers 
of Detroit, through BBD & O. The 
show will feature Mort Neff as 
commentator, with Chuck Harbison 
doing the color narrative. 




















M-G-M— 
"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Fvery Friday Nite, 8:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 








“UNUSUAL” 


—ILLUSTRATED PRESS, 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


YOU TICK?’ 
For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 
With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 
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' PERSONAL | 


The personal touch is the magic 
g touch .. . in building up good vw # 
and making contacts. Impress people 4 
personally with a gift of a MICRO- 
LITE, the handsome miniature ay. t 
chain flashlight. Imprinted wit 
your name, product, show, program é 
movie or service, it is the perfec 
good will builder and promotion § 
article. 1 
For promotional plan tailored for 
your purpose, price list, sample, “ 
erature, write on your business le 
terhead to Dept. V-32. ‘ 


' MICRO-LITE CO., INC. : 


§ 44 West 18th Street, New York City 1 , 
















OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
1 Block from Radio City 


Several furnished offices with — 
bath for rent. Telephone swit chboa 
and cleaning service. 


HOTEL ABBEY, NEW YORK 
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My Love To Keep Me Warm.” 


Sammy Kaye’s “Lavender Blue” 

Rarely do two such novelties 
artists. Yankovic’s disk is not a 
disk is, but it is novel to Colum 


Waltz Leads Disk Sales 


A unique commentary on the current recording business is 
reflected in the current disks occupying the top positions on the 
pestseller lists at Columbia and RCA-Victor. 

Columbia’s No. 1 is Frankie Yankovic’s “Blue Skirt Waltz.” and 
the second slot is held by an instrumental, Les Brown’s “I’ve Got 
At Victor, the No. 1 disk is Dennis 
Day’s “Clancy Lowered the Boom,” an outright novelty, with 


running second. 

take over from the pops by top 
novelty in the sense that Day’s 
bia that a waltz is leading sales. 


In each: case, it’s emphasized, the top-slot positions are on the 
pasis of records shipped, not necessarily sold to the public. 








Fearful of Turning 


coming increasingly wary in their 
evaluation of songs submitted to 
them for publication consideration. 
Last year, when simple “corn” 
tunes began showing up strongly 
in bestseller lists, most majors 
fluffed the trend off as due to the 
recording ban and the lack of so- 
called good songs. Then the trend 
waned later in the year and pubs 
felt their original opinion of the 
situation was correct. 
In recent weeks, however, the 
public has again showed greater 
interest in waltzes, varied novel- 
ties, westerns, hillbilly and bop. 
And a good many of the publishers 
,are back in the mental state that 
the initial trend in that direction 
put them. To the point where 
they're afraid to reject songs in 
fear of turning down what eventu- 
ally may become a hit. Since, in | 
many cases, they can take some of | 
the tunes offered with little invest- | 
ment in advances, etc., they are | 
doing so. And that is making | 
trouble for the recording com- | 
panies. 
Artists and repertoire men with 
the major labels are being 
swamped by tunes. There was a 


| 


submit songs one or two at a time 
—a ballad and a novelty, for ex- 
ample. They do that now but then 
add a batch of others without mak- 
ing statements as to their promo- 


simply to look the songs over for 
possibilities. 


One recording man, for example, 
last week drew close to 60 tunes 
submitted by publishers 
space of four days. It’s almost 


recording people to keep up with 
such a-flow of material, do justice 
to each, and yet fulfill all other 
duties. Especially since the tunes 
being submitted by well known 
pubs are added to a consistent 
flow of unattached melodies sub- 


who hope to secure a recording 
and thus be in a better position to 
talk coin terms with a publisher. 


Cugat Barred From 
Argentine By Tooters 


Union, Cutting Tour 


; Montevedeo, March 1. 
Xavier Cugat’s orchestra will by- 
Pass Buenos Aires on its current 
trip in this area. Maestro origi- 
nally had expected to play a three 
to four-week date at a nitery there, 
but the Argentine Musicians Union 
successfully fought to bar him. 
ter, Cugat anticipated going into 
city to work three concerts at 
its equivalent of New York’s Luna 
Park, which is not under the juris- 
tion of the union. 
Apparently the Argentine tooters 
ound a way of stymieing that deal, 
» for Cugat won’t go any farther 





8 four weeks at the Casino, 
pening later this week. He comes 
ere from a run in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela. While there, incidentally, 
Bie ran into a dancer to whom 

€ once refused to give a job in 


°S lip with an unexpected punch. 
u gat intends returning to the 
wt immediately after finishing 
. is local date was booked 
‘ang $ brother out of Mexico City, 
not by Music Corp. of America, 





inally his agent. 


time when a responsible pub would . 


tion aims. They ask the recorders | ley law, which forbis standbys, | 


in the, 


physically impossible for a label’s | 


mitted by non-name songwriters | 


South than Montevideo, where he | 


_ States, and the performer, a 
Native of Venezuela, split the maes- | 


Down a Hit. 


Many Pubs Giving ‘Corn’ Careful Eye 


Major music publishers are be-+ 





Andrews Trio Dip 
Into Hillbilly Music 


Andrews Sisters dipped _ into 
country style music last week, re- 


/cording with Ernest Tubb, Decca 


Records top name in that category. 
They did ‘Don’t Rob Another 
Man’s Castle” and “Bitin’ My Fin- 
gernails Thinking of You.” 

It’s the first time the trio delved 
into hillbilly music, and the disk 
made with Tubb will be released 
on the regular 75c label. 


AFM Disavows 
Standby Tax On 


Transcriptions 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians has advised transcription 
companies that neither AFM nor 
bandleaders who record for them 





are responsible any longer for the! 


payment of “surcharge” or “stand- 
by” taxes when travelling bands 
cut “library” material. Prior to 
the introduction of the Taft-Hart- 


‘travelling bands making any trans- 
criptions outside the jurisdiction 
of a home local were required to 
pay 15% of scale pay for the mu- 
sicians involved to the local gov- 
erning the area in which the disks 
were cut. After the T-H bill, this 
part of the rule was dropped by 
the AFM national office. It was 
called a “standby” tax. 

However, various locals in which 

transcription company studios were 
located either were not advised 
that the 15% was no longer requir- 
ed or the locals continued collect- 
‘ing the “surcharge.” How much 
coin was turned over to locals 
‘under that label is unknown, but 
\transcribers feel it was consider- 
| able. 
Only a few weeks ago band 
| agencies, transcribers and band- 
|leaders found out that the tax was 
‘no longer required, that it applies 
‘only to transcriptions made for 
‘commercial purposes. “Library” 
‘material is non-commercial ‘“‘fill- 
in” music. 








-Herman-Cole Concert 
| Smash $7,400 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 1. 
Woody Herman-King Cole con- 
‘cert last Tuesday night (22) at Syria 
Mosque provided biggest local jazz 
b.o. of the year, topping even 
‘recent Stan Kenton show. Gross, 
exclusive of tax, was better than 
$7,400, with Herman and Cole tak- 
‘ing around $4,500 as their share. 
Big (3,800-seat) 
was packed, with about 200 stand- 
ing room and 85 extra in the or- 
chestra pit being sold. Concert was 
promoted by Nick Lomakin, local 
record dealer, who has impresa- 
rioed a number of similar Jazz- 
shows here. 


| Hampton orchestra = 
i r } theatre, 
'newing vaude at the Regal theatr : 
Chicago, took over $14,000 for its 
end of the week closed Thursday 
(18).. despite three days of bad 
‘weather. Gross over $30,000. 


Lionel 


Syria Mosque | 


LIKEN STYLE T 
SWING AS SPARK 


A few far-sighted band business 
| executives are changing their atti- 


} 


| taken a hefty hold on a large slice 
of the teenage population in re- 
'ecent months. They in the 


spreading acceptance of the jazz 
| Style a spark that could ignite a 
| fresh interest in name bands, much 
jin the way swing music started a 
|b.o. cycle in the late ’30s_ that 
{earned millions for agencies, band- 
leaders and musicians alike in the 
years up to the end of the war, 
when the flame waned and profits 
|nose-dived as a result of rising 
| costs. 

Agency men are heartened by 
| the craze for bop because they feel 
'that as soon as the initial enthu- 
Slasm wanes, the stylists who are 
now featuring it will smooth out its 
rough edges and wild jazz kinks to 
the point where it can be sold 
commercially. It by then would as- 
sume the status of the swing mu- 
sic that so excited the band fans 








see 


of the late ’30s and early ’40s. 
Even now there are evidences of 
softening in the bop bands of 


Charlie Ventura and a few others 
, that employ the style in a more 
| modified manner. 


| At the moment, name bandlead- 
|ers playing one-nighters in metro- 
| politan centers, as well as occa- 
sionally in small towns, are 
plagued by kids who want bop. If 
they don’t get it they make the 
‘lives of leaders miserable with 
their requests, or sneers if one ex- 
plains that he doesn’t use the style. 
Whether or not the kids know bop 
when they hear it is another story. 

Some of the leaders play it as 
much for pay as for their own 
edification. But they don’t like the 
word “bop” because it is identified 
with dim or cellar jazz joints. But 
sO was swing to some extent. 
Agency execs feel that the chances 
for hitting a new mother lode get 


brighter as the craze spreads. 


| 
| 
| 





Is You Is or Is 


You Aint M’ Baby 


Music publishers and jobbers 
just don’t seem able to make up 
their minds on the condition of the 
| business. Jobbers at first state that 


| biz has been better during January 
‘and February than the comparable 
period last year, which was far 
down from wartime norms, but 
¢still good in comparison to prewar 
figures. Then, after checking, they 
assert that it’s slightly below last 
year for the two months. 


Publishers themselves disagree. 
That’s usually easy to do since an 
individual firm’s sales reaction is 
based on whether or not its cur- 
rent pop tunes are selling to any 
degree. But in today’s market, 
pubs also disagree to some extent 
on catalog material—standards, 
folios, etc. Some say biz is okay in 
| those grooves and others that it’s 
‘bad. 


Pubs who do have hits and a 
good backlog, however, assert that 
biz is good. Leeds, for example, 
says that January and February 
were its two heaviest months since 
the firm was launched some 10 
years ago. Currently, Leeds has 
“Pussy-Cat Song,” “Galway Bay” 
and several other pops moving at 
once. 








Randy Brooks Reorgs 


Randy Brooks, out of the band 
business as a maestro for months, 
is reorganizing. He got a release 
from General Artists Corp. last 
week and signed with Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. 

New band will comprise 13 men 
plus one or two vocalists. It will 
start work on one-nighters. Brooks 
himself has been-on the Coast for 
‘the past couple months. 


SEE BOP BOOSTING BAND BIZ 





tude toward bop-music, which has | 


A 


Bandleaders Would Save Plenty Coin 


Via N.Y. State Tax Credit Plan 





Decca, Brunswick Sue 
Stores for Cutrating 


Charging violation of the N. Y. 
State Feld-Crawford fair trade act, 
Decca Records, Decca Distributing 
Corp. and the Brunswick Radio 
Corp. have filed a $100,000 damage 
suit in N. Y. supreme court against 
the Vim Electric Co. and the Vim 
Radio & Sporting Goods Stores, 
Inc. Defendants, it’s alleged, 
breached a November, 1946, retail 
price-fixing agreement by wilfully 
and knowingly selling records and 
albums with brand names at lower 
prices then called for in the pact. 

Cutrate sales were halted by 
Decca through a stay order granted 
by the court, and last week the 
waxery won a continued stay pend- 
ing trial of the action. 

Vim companies, in their counter- 
claim, contend they were offering 
the product at a lower price since 
the plaintiffs’ stock was being dis- 
continued. 





Kassel-Merc In 

Feist Tussle 0 

Art Kassel, Mercury Records and 
Feist Music are in a tussle current- 
ly over the novelty song, “All 
Right Louie, Drop That Gun,” 
which may wind up in a legal 
battle. Feist’s Harry Link, who 
| took the song a month or more 
| ago, has demanded that Mercury 
| withhold the marketing of an ar- 


| rangement and recording of it by 
Kassel’s band. And the leader has 


000,” charging Feist with ‘‘prevent- 

ing him from making a living.” 
Kassell had heard the song on 

the Arthur Godfrey show, from 





| his own statement, and apparently | 


‘copied it down, had an arrange- 
/ment made and recorded it for 
| Mercury at his own expense. Feist 
| apparently was not aware that he 
/had it at first. Meanwhile, it has 
_ been awaiting the recording of the 
| song by certain artists on the Co- 
|/lumbia and Decca labels. And it 


didn’t want Kassel’s disk bre:™.ng | 


first. Feist ordered Mercury to 
| withhold it when it became known 
| it was cut, which it could legally 
| do since the recording was the first 
_on the tune and Feist has not is- 
sued a license. By that time, how- 
ever, Mercury had shipped copies 
'to disk jockeys and reviewers (re- 
| viewed in current issue of VARIETY) 
' and claims to have orders for 30,- 
, 000 copies. 

| Mercury, on the other hand, al- 
| leges that Feist has given a license 
‘to Decca to record the song, and 
| under the 1909 copyright law, it is 
| free to go ahead and release Kas- 
| sel’s waxing. In the same vein, 
| Kassel asserts that he drew per- 
| mission from the song’s writers, 


‘Lucile Johnson and Ray Carter to! 


irecord it, before thev assigned the 
tune to Feist. And that the latter 
firm ordered Mercury to withhold 
the disk only after they took it 


over. Kassel claims he’s being 
“squeezed” to benefit bigger 
_ artists. 





Cap Again Defers On 


Tele-Funken Releases 
Hollywood, March 1. 

| Capitol Records for the third 
time has deferred the release date 
of its first Tele-Funken classical re- 
cordings. Originally, they were 
due on the market March 7, but 
now March 28 is the release date. 


Reason for the delay is that Cap 
has found the preparations, produc- 
tion, promotion: etc.,:not moving as 
fast as first anticipated. 


+ 


retained attorney John Manning , 
“to file suit against Feist for $500.- | 


New York State Unemployment 
Insurance bureau has agreed to al- 


low bandleaders who work within 
the state’s borders to seek credit 
from the Federal Government for 
tax sums paid by their employers 
—if the consent of the latter can 
he gained. Permission to follow 
this course was granted last week 
by Paul Mayer, UI division head, 
after consultations with the state 
attorney general as to its legality, 
and its fulfillment will save band- 
leaders who spend much _ time 
working in N. Y. State fairly large 


Sums annually. Herb Chernin 
(Phil Braunstein &), worked out 
the details with Mayer after 


months of discussion over the pe- 
culiar situation. 
N. Y.’s Unemployment Insurance 


division heads have refused to 
agree with the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision which stated that 


the bandleader is the employer of 
his musicians. This knocked out 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians Form B contract, which had 
made the buyer of the band its 
employer and liable for unemploy- 
ment taxes. N.Y. men held with 
a previous N. Y. court of appeals 
decision which decreed that the 
, buyer should pay the taxes and, 
though all other states allow the 
bandleader to pay the taxes, N. Y. 
has insisted the buyer pay them. 


This set up a situation in which 
taxes for dates within N.Y. were 
paid by the hotel, theatre, nitery 
or one-night promoter. At the 
end of the year, the bandleader 
had to pay 3% of his overall an- 
nual payroll to the Government— 
including taxes for the N.Y. dates, 
which had already been paid by 
the buyers in this state. He could 
not get credit, because the Govern- 
ment insisted the leader is respon- 
sible. If he can get credit, as is 
‘likely now, the leader will have to 
pay only 3% to the Federal men, 
since the buyer in N.Y. pays the 
state 2.7% 

Savings to  bandleaders, of 
_course, will depend on how much 
, work they do within N.Y.’s. borders 
in a year, and the size of their 

musician payroll. 





Can't Get Own Tunes 
_ Disked, So Songwriter 


Sets Up Own Company 


| Nashville, March 1. 
A new indie recording firm has 
been formed here, called Select 
Records, the outgrowth of the ef- 
forts of Mrs. Hank Fort, an 
amateur songwriter currently get- 


,»ting recognition from New York 
| publishers due to her “Put Your 
Shoes On, Lucy” tune, published 
| by Bourne Music. Mrs. Fort had 
recorded four of her own tunes 
| (she writes words and music), with 
singer Dotty Dillard and Owen 
| Bradley, assistant musical director 
of WSM here. She took them to 
| N.Y. to sell the masters to major 
| record companies, but found that, 
,as a result of “Lucy,” most of the 
_ companies had the tunes recorded. 
' So she set up her own disk label. _ 


Mrs. Fort, who has been writing 
songs for eight years, tried unsuc- 
cessfully for almost that length of 
time to get them published by N-Y. 
; music firms. She finally got a 

break last year when Lawrence 

| Welk arranged her “Pic-A-Nic-In 
}in the Park.” This year her “Put 
Your Shoes” came to attention when 
King Records did it with Bob 
Cleary and Evelyn Knight began 
doing it in nitery performances. 
She sold the tune to Bourne for a 
$1,000 advance. Shapiro-Bernstein 
is taking her “Let the Good Things 
Happen” and another, “I Didn't 
Know the Gun Was Loaded,” is 
going elsewhere. She has another 
she’s trying to place called “Save 
. That Confederate Money, Boys, 
the South Shall Rise Again.” 





_ Al Solomon ‘joined Coast staff of 
Mills Music ag eemtaetman. 
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Drop in Sales Finds Music Pubs 
Getting Tougher With Small Diskers 


Music publishers are getting ex- 
tremely tough with small recording 
companies over royalty prices for 
the use of copyrighted music and 
the collection of quarterly-due 
sales coin. The publishers at one 
time felt that they should go along 


with indie firms, allowing rate con- | 


cessions, holding still for overdue 
royalty payments and otherwise 
helping them along. It’s caused by 
the general drop in music and 
record sales, which has reduced 
publisher income. 

So impatient have the pubs be- 
come with small diskers that do 
not live up to quarterly statement 
requirements, or otherwise have 
incurred a pub’s distrust, that some 
of the latter have in recent weeks 
taken to demanding $1,000 advance 
against the full 2c. statutory rate 
per side, before issuing a license 
allowing an indie to record a tune. 
And the demand for that full 2c. 





Pinky Herman Explains 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I should like to. point out that 
in the story that appeared in the 
Feb. 23 issue of VARIETY, pertain- 
ing to my candidacy for 





empted by many of the pubs on 
the theory he frequently records | 
songs before they are hits, takes a | 
chance on them and hence is due | 
the break. There are some who! 
feel otherwise even where that | 
label is concerned, however. 

What burns the pubs on the Hi-| 
Tone and Spotlight disks is that 
they are using only hit songs— 


| after they have become hits. They 


per side rate is becoming fairly | 
prevalent throughout the business, | 


whether or not an advance is asked. 
Many pubs are no longer accepting 
1c. and 1%c. per side on disks 
selling at lower than 50c., on the 
theory that it’s often hard to col- 
lect indie royalties anyhow, so they 
might as well insist on the full 
rate. 

This came up last week, when 
Signature Records debuted its new 
Hi-Tone disks at 35c. retail, fol- 


| 


lowing by a few weeks the intro- | 


duction of the Spotlight label 
(Apollo subsid) in the same price 
area. Pubs owning the tunes re- 
corded by Hi-Tone for its first re- 
leases were not approached for 
licenses prior to the waxing of 
them. Signature apparently expects 
to pay the usual 1%c. per side, 
which the music business has in 
the past accepted for disks selling 
at 50c. or lower. 

However, Signature is in for a 
surprise. The pubs whose tunes 
were ihvolved in the first release 
intend to insist on the full 2c.) 
They say the same will apply to 
Spotlight’s recordings. Eli Ober- 


stein’s Varsity label, selling at 44c. | 


retail, including tax, is being ex- 


— — 


feel that every time a 35c. platter 
is sold its quite possibly prevents 
the sale oi that tune by a major 
artist on a major label, which 
would pay the pub 2c.—and he’d 
be certain of getting it from the 
majors. He’s not so certain of 
getting it fro. many of the indies. 





Loew s Pacting 
Bandshows For 
Spot Bookings 


Band packages are getting a new 
spurt of activity with the opening 
of new vaude time. Loew circuit 
has already set Sammy Kaye, Louis 
Prima, and Tommy Dorsey bands 
for swings around the circuit. 

Kaye has been booked for the 
Capitol, N.Y., Buffalo, Cleveland 
and Washington. Prima ‘is set for 
Canton and Buffalo, while Dorsey 
goes into Waterbury, Conn. 

Both Music Corp. of America and 
General Artists Corp. are currently 
lining up more name band pack-| 
ages for Loew’s and other circuits. 

It’s figured that since most of | 
the towns which are being booked | 
haven't had stageshows for some | 
years, bandshows will be able to, 
fill the bill for some time. 

Bookers plan to alternate names 
and name bands so that no definite 
pattern will be set. 

All dates are being booked on 
percentage basis. 


*"RH’ Logging Sy stem. 


Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perform 


ers, be eligible each year. 


ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 riajor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows, which account for the .arae point tallies below. 


Week of Feb. 18 to Feb. 24 








Song Publisher Pts. 
Far Away Places—Laurel...... oe eres er 195 
So in Love—*“Kiss Me Kate”—T. B. Harms.........cceeeceeees 176 
A Bluebird Singing in My Heart— Advanced ............. Pehndiess 165 
Galway Bay—Leeds ..... Ronni Re Stee Reda steeee we ea bath tee 
I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm—Berlin............ scoocses 108] 
A Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro ............. opeseunea eT 
Sunflower—Famous ....... ASOT Tee TT Peree rr ee 
Cruising Down the River—Spitzer..... .... ee ee eee eee Ritiee bas 112 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life’—Chappell.............0+5 cccccccse 106 
Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range ‘sekbeesass OEE 
A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne . i reer ety. me 
My Dream Is Yours—+“My Dream Is Yours”—Witmark.......... 94 
Senorita—“Kissing Bandit”—Feist iii ks. heeeees’ ose ©6994 
So Dear to My Heart—i“So Dear to My Heart’”—Santly....... oa 
Someone Like You—i“My Dream Is Yours’—Harms.........+.++ 87 
Look Up—Patmar ....... CC en Fe ee ee eee pheneenes ae 
Butt6ns and Bows—i“Pale Face’—Famous....._......« jennecnes. ae 
Lavender Blue—+“So Dear to My Heart’”—Santly....... eocece 81 
These Will Be the Best Years of Our Lives—Robbins ..........+. 78 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo. . ey >» Ss 
Once in Love With Amy—*‘'Where’s Charley’—Morris.......... 75 
It’s a Big Wonderful World—BMI jacheneees 72 
The Streets of Laredo—i“Streets of Laredo"—Famous.........++ 70 
4 ee 2) errr ere sieoserces, OF 
The Pussycat Song—Leeds. ................... sees 64 
Tara-Talara-Tala—Oxford ........... , a wha'h ens bbeekeeeene (ae 
My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley’—Morris........++- 62 
By the Way—i“When My Baby Smiles At Me”—BVC.........+. 61 
I Got a Gal in Galveston—Republic...............--+e008 anced &. ae 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost I: 5 5.4 4.0.04-00 66 ‘ it 55 
Underneath the Linden Tree—LaSalle ..........+++eee+ etessaee ae 
Oe) AMOMRaeE OME, od ... 5... cece sesceesesesens oo. 
To Make a Mistake Is Human—Record Songs . the teteeeebes ae 
I Got Lucky in the Rain—*‘As the Girls Go"—Sam Fox......... 51 
On a Slowboat to China—Melrose Mita ll dive seonmeeenn Lie 
I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane...........- (onane 50 

rush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Leeds .......-++++e++ veeee 48 
Dreamer With a Penny—*‘‘All For Love’—Simon........ seews 47 

ou, You, You Are the One—Campbell..........--+++++++ eoveee 46 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady—Mills.. Re rte s eee 

irls Were Made Take Care Boys—*"'1 Sun. Afternoon’”—Remick 43 

wn by the Station—American Acad........-.---+00-0ee ee eeeee 42 
All Right Louie Drop the Gun—Feist ........-.++++e+- bsvuhestce Se 

Own Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller.......-.-- cokecteade “Se 
That Certain Party—Bourne.... ie ccdee sees sekbadedsens 38 

ho Hit Me—*“Lend An Ear”—Southern........++++++ paseeee 38 


Get Up Every Morning—Leeds 
No Orchids For My Lady—Leeds 


G. Own True Love—t“My Own True Love”"—Paramount.....ee+- 
t reen Up Time—*Love Life’—Chappell. cece errr eeeseeeeeeeeee 


Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 


35 
34 


eo 608656406¢600606809 
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coscesed 


33 | 


a most important fact was inad- 
vertently omitted. 

I mentioned the name of John 
Redmond merely to highlight the 
fact that the nominating committee 


| proved itself inconsistent in its de- 


liberations and action. In an en- 
deavor to explain to me the reason 
for ignoring the 157 writers who 
petitioned that body to place my 
name on the slate, one of the com- 
mittee told me that their negative 
action was taken because iand I 
quote), “they felt that I had been 
named a candidate in 1947 and 
that it was too soon for me to 
again be named on the ticket. The 
inconsistency lies in the further 
fact that Redmond also was a 
regularly-named candidate for the 
writers board of directors in 1947, 


I wholly disagree with their 


| reasoning and feel that a candidate 


should, if he has the support and 


the | 
ASCAP writers board of directors, | 


confidence of enough fellow- writ- | 


In the 
interview with Variety, I stressed 
the fact that I was in complete 
accord with the naming of Red- 
mond as a candidate and because 
of my respect for him both as a 
writer and courageous leader that 
I not only would give him one of 
my votes, but that I would also 
urge all of my supporters to sup- 
port him.” 
Pinky Herman. 





Cap Experiments 


With Machinery 
To Make 45 RPM 


Hollyywood, March 1. 

Capitol Records is currently ex- 
perimenting with equipment that 
will produce the new 45 rpm disks 
developed by RCA-Victor, and 
which Cap will also market, but so 
far it is not cutting any for com- 
mercial purposes itself. Victor is 
processing and pressing the 45 
disks that Capitol will bring out 
in April in conjunction with Vic- 


tor’s debut of the line, from mas- |! 


ters supplied by the Coast indie. 


Perhaps the major reason for 
the fact that Victor is pressing 


_Capitol’s 45 stuff is that the latter’s 


factories have been busy on ma- 
chinery changes in recent months 


/to accommodate the pressing of 12- 
inch platters carrying material ob- ' 


tained from Tele-Funken, the Ger- 
man disker. Cap’s plants, in Scran- 
ton and California, never handled 
12-inch work before because the 
company never rejeased any. It 


| point 
_M-G-M. 


|operation in New England in be- 





'ASCAP-Tele Contract Talks Faced 
With Costs Snag on Blanket License 





+ One of the problems facing the 

committees representing television 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, 
which went into their first contract 
huddle in New York last week 
(24), is the gathering of as much 
music as possible under a blanket 
license, at least temporarily, to 
Save costs. 

It’s pointed out that television 
‘at the mement is considerably dif- 
ferent than AM ygadio in that net- 
works are small, and the majority 
of videocasting is done on a one- 
station basis by the nation’s 54 out- 
lets in 33 cities. That means that 


Loew Theatres — cotarrmtiongl ascars 
| “dramatic” rights bracket, requir- 
° ing special negotiations and pay- 
In Bally Backing 
M-G-M Records 


ment for its use, administration 
costs to handle these clearances by 

M-G-M Records is beginning to 
take advantage of the heavy ex- 


both the televisors and ASCAP 
ploitation and promotion possibili- 


and its pubs, will soar. 
Also, if the pact finally arrived 
ties offered for its disk product by 
the 116 Loew’s, Inc., theatres 


at by ASCAP and the televisors is 
agreed upon over a fairly . long 
period, say two years (which is the 
extent of ASCAP’s current right 
throughout New England, the New 
York area south and midwest. 
Company’s promotion men have 
laid out campaign ideas, backed 


to represent its publisher mem- 
by Loew theatre execs, which call 


bers in tele matters), the addition 
of new stations during that time 
for all sorts of tie-ins with M-G-M 
disk distributors almost to the 


would add to the problem. In 
AM radio, those problems are les- 

where theatre ushers are 
urged to “talk it up.’’ Loew’s owns 


Supreme to Distrib, 
Farm Out Its Pressing 


Supreme Records will in the 
future manufacture and distribute 
its output itself. It has taken over 
that chore from B&W Distributing, 
a California and N.Y. cutfit. 

Now Supreme will assign the 
distributing, and the pressing of its 
disks will be farmed out, B&W did 
the same so far as pressing was 
concerned. 





sened by the fact that shows which 
are important enough to require 
the securing of dramatic rights 
usually are network affairs, with 
clearances easily obtained by the 
originating station. 

Initial huddle accomplished lit- 
tle beyond beginning to explore 
the problems involved and a peru- 
sal of the language of the contract 
established by attorneys for both 


Initial campaign was put into 


half of Blue Barron’s ‘Cruising 


Down the River” hit, and is now sides. Another meeting is sched- 
being extended to push Art uled for tomorrow (Thursday). 
Mooney’s ‘Beautiful Eyes” and 


was quite a job in itself setting up | 


the necessary machinery and _ in- 


‘doctrinating employees in_ the 
work. They weren't too happy 
about it either at the Scranton 
plant. 


Cap fully intends, however, man- 
ufacturing its own 45 disks in the 
near future. Victor’s plant at Can- 
nonsburg, Pa.,_ incidentally, is 
making most of the 45s. 


KAPP TO USHER IN NEW 
DECCA FM PROGRAM 


A talk by Jack Kapp, president 
of Decca, tomorrow (Thursday) 
evening on WABF, New York FM 
station, will mark the start of a 
seven-hour weekly record program, 
which Decca is sponsoring on the 
station. Decca bought the time on 
the theory that FM stations, which 
go in for recordings fairly heavily 
as programming material, schedule 
mostly classical material. Seven- 
hour show from 5 p.m. to midnight 
every Thursday, will run the gamut 
of children’s, dinner, classical, folk, 
hillbilly disks, etc.—everything ex- 
cept pop stuff, which can be got- 
ten in large doses on almost all 
AM outlets. 

Besides Kapp, the initial pro- 
grams will have other guests. 
Danny Kaye, who made several 
children’s albums for Decca in ad- 
dition to his pops, will handle the 
hour devoted to kiddie disks. Alan 
Lomax will handle folk tunes and 
Louis Untermeyer another period. 

Cost to Decca will be only the 
time, since there are no other tal- 
jent obligations. 





Committees representing both 


“Doo De Doo On Ab Old Kazoo.” sides consist of, for ASCAP: Edgar 


Dozens of promotion ideas are Leslie, Max Dreyfus, John Tasker 
supplied theatre managers, from) toward, Frank Connor, Herman 
the simple one of spinning M-G-M Starr, Lester Santly ” Herman 


disks on theatre p.a.’s to helping 
organize artist fan clubs in small 
towns, contacting disk jockeys, 
soundtrucks, coinmachine operator 
relations, etc. 


Finklestein, Jules Collins, Louis 
T. Stone and Dick Murray. For 
television, Robert P. Myers (NBC); 
Joseph A. MeDonald, Julius F. 
| Brauner, DuMont; Robert L. “Coe, 
WPIX, N. Y.; William Fay, Clair 
R. McCollough, Ted _ Streibert, 

nate Se eee | WOR, N. Y., prez; Richard A. Mor- 
Aréhes same ‘Lipkin first 10°: Thomas Belviso, ABC; Law- 
violinist with the Philadelphia "e™¢® W- Loman, CBS; Edwin 


Orch, and founder and conductor eaceat been 

of the Main Line and Germantown te 

symphony orchestras, will: leave | pe rial b Beige wih Hysry ge Goubly 

at the end of the current season | sage oy he tues title, ape 

to reorganize the Birmingham | by Don Reid (Peak Record) which 

Civic Symphony, a war casualty. he sold to Dave Dreyer’s publish- 
Lipkin will make the British | ing firm, and the other is by Al 

tour with the Philadelphians in | Rinker and Floyd Huddleston, pub- 

June and then begin his task of lished by United Music, recorded 

reviving the Alabama orch. by Harry James (Columbia). 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 


Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2) ll. 23c0 $3,925 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) . 12 1,150 i3,925 
Guy Lombardo ... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ....... 17 2,200 39,750 
Tony Pastor ..... Statler (450; $1-$1.50).......... 3 1,550 4,900 





* Waldorf, Carl Brisson; New Yorker, ice revue. 





Chicago 

Barclay Allen (Empire Reom, Palmer House; 550, $3.50 min., $1 
cover). Evelyn Knight down with flu. Mills Bros. and Dinning Sisters 
subbed; 2,500 covers. ‘ 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700, $1.20 cover). 
weather equalled consistent 2,200 covers. 

Joe DeSalvo (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; 200, $2.00 min., $1.05 cover). 
Family spot fine 1,500 covers. 

Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
Zero Mostel in for short stay; 2,200 covers. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650, $3.50 min., $1 cover). 
Ice show and Masters a steady draw; 2,600 covers. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
to Cole Porter” fearing well with 3.200 covers. 


Fair 


“Salute 





Los Angeles 
Orin Tucker (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). With Victor Borge head- 
lining. Fourth and final week; okay 3,000 covers. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Good 3,400 covers. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills hotel, 300; $4 min.). Low 1,675 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). Jack Cole Dancers, Mary 
Small and Joey Bishop. Snappy 5,000 covers. 

Eddy Howard (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Howard out because of ill- 
ness. Cut admissions to 12,000. 

Art Kassel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
Dropped to 1,400 covers. 

Griff Williams (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
missions. 


Kassel also on sick list. 


First week fine 14,500 ad- 





‘Los Angeles) : 
Dick Jurgens (Palladium B., Hollywood, 4th and final wk.). Fair 7,700 
| admissions, 
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Alan Dale “A Million Miles 
Away”’—“Waitin’ For the Robert 
E. Lee” (Signature). “Million 
Miles” is an unusually fine song, 
a candidate for the high spots for 
jukes and jocks. Dale does a swell 
job on the vocal, with exceptionally 
moving dance beat supplied by Ray 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 








to their liking. It’s done with ap- 
propriate desert background by 
Hugo Winterhalter. Flipover puts 
Eckstine into the ring with Vaughn 
Monroe’s waxing of the same tune. 
He doesn’t do as well with the new 
melody, but in itself his job is 
good and should rate attention. 


Bloch’s orchestra. There will be} Winterhalter handles the baton 
many other disks of the solid tune | again. 

(by Charles Tobias-Nat Simon), Dick Haymes “Rosewood Spin- 
but, meanwhile, Dale’s plattering | et”-While the Angelus Was Ring- 
will push through. Flipover holds | jing” (Decca). Haymes doesn’t get 
a good rendition of the standard! a; much out of the “Spinet” as he 








“Lee,” cut at a fast tempo. It has|¢ould have, though his perform- 
many good qualities, but “Miles” | ance will help push along the new | 
should capture most of the play. | tune, an excellent one. He does it | 

Ray Bolger “Once in Love With slightly too fast to draw the full | 
Amy”; Ray Bolger-Allyn McLerie | value of the melody, and he’s not | 
“Make a Miracle” (Decca). This | as careful as his disks have shown | 
disking may give “Amy,” from the him to be in the past. “Angelus, 
show “‘Where’s Charley?’ the boost another new tune, is slightly bet- | 
it needs to hit the high levels it |ter, clearly more up to his standard. | 
has been promising. Bolger does it | Jocks will use both, however. Vic- | 
exactly as he does it in the show,|tor Young’s orchestra and Jeffry | 
and that means the only way the| Alexander choir provide lush as-| 
tune sounds best, for he injects all | sistance. 
the personal nuances that make it| Ray McKinley “Missouri Walk- | 
such a huge hit in the musical. For! jing Preacher’-“Simalou” (Victor). | 
jocks it’s great material. Backing! A rhymthic spiritual, “Preacher” | 
is by Sy Oliver and a chorus. Flip-| holds solid possibilities for McKin- | 
over brings up Bolger’s exact per-|ley. Done in a medium, definite | 
formance, with “Charley’s” Allyn | beat, with the entire band doing a 
McLerie, on “Miracle.” It, too, is handclapping routine behind Mc- | 
good material, but it doesn’t ap- | Kinley’s vocal, the side has a lot to 
proach the “Amy” side. |recommend it to jocks and jukes. | 

George Towne “It’s a Cruel, It could be big. Backing is a good 
Cruel World”’-“Shuffle Boogie’; version of another new tune. But | 
(Regent). Towne may have a jock| “Preacher” will take the play. | 
and juke sleeper in the ‘“Cruel”| Kitty Kallen “I Don’t See Me in| 
side. An excellent novelty lyric; Your Eyes Anymore”-"‘Kiss Me 
done in simple two-beat style, it’s Sweet” (Mercury). Miss Kallen’s 
the sort of material that either) first sides for Mercury, and in the 
clicks big or drops dead. And the | ‘‘Eyes” tune she drew an unusual- 
chances for this one hitting big are | ly good new melody. She performs | 
great. Towne uses Sonny Hayes it nicely, but the singer, who has | 
and Patti Chapman, chorusing,| been out of action for awhile, 
whistling and everything else to seems to have lost some of the fire 

roject the tune commercially.|that formerly characterized her | 

acking is a well-played but non- work. This disking drags; the drab | 
descript boogie instrumental. | background doesn’t give her any | 

Vic Damone “I Love You So/ help. In “Kiss Me Sweet” she drew | 
Much It Hurts”-“Again” (Mercury). | a curious rhythm air that is ‘just | 
Best sides Damone has made re-| Silly enough to have something. 
cently from the standpoint of per-| solid happen to it. Mitch Miller’s 
formance. Relaxed control and | background moves nicely, and the | 
good understanding of the tunes | whole disk bounces. 
involved mark both sides, either of |. Helen Forrest “I Don’t See Me 
which could be solid jock and juke |in Your Eyes Anymore’’-“Why Is 
pieces. “Love You” is a swell tune | It” (M-G-M). The “Eyes” tune is a 
now riding fast, and this disk may natural for Miss Forrest, and she 
be too late to catch up. Reverse is Wraps it up in a bangup b.o. pack- | 
a newly rising melody launched by age, pouring a maximum of appre- 
Anne Shelton (London). Damone | ciation for melody and lyric into 
works it over smoothly and it/her rendition and getting strong 
should figure in request lists. | assistance from the baton of Hugo 





Glenn Osser band backgrounds | Winterhalter. She does almost an | 


nicely. equal job on the backup tune, but 
Billy Eckstine “Caravan” -‘A/|the melodic content nowhere near) 
Senorita’s Bouquet” (M-G-M).| equals it. It’s also propped by Win- 


terhalter. 
Eugenie Baird “Powder Your 
(Continued on page 50) 


~~ 


ckstine is becoming an increas- 
ingly hot peers and it shouldn't 
be long before his diskings rate 
among the top vocalists. His cut- 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Record collectors and Ray Noble fans are giving RCA-Victor a rather 
hard time over Noble’s recording of “Lady of Spain.” Disk, now high 
on Victor’s bestseller lists, was dug out of the company’s catalog and 
promoted into a hit, starting in Boston via Bob Clayton's WHDH 
jockey show. 

Made in 1935, originally carrying a solo vocal by Al Bowlly (killed 
in the war), the disk now carries a quartet vocal. And fans want to 
know how come. They've been writing Victor demanding to know 
stating that (1) Noble never has used a trio or quartet and (2) their own 
recording of “Lady” features Bowlly solo. Actually, when the disk 
was brought out of Victor’s catalog, the Bowlly vocal was deemed 
inadequate. So Victor engineers in N.Y. dubbed a trio on top of 
Bowlly’s job and it worked out well enough to fool disk fans. 








| Publication of Sylvia Dee’s novel, “And Never Been Kissed,” 
| by Macmillan points up the odd fact that the author ang 
her mother, Elizabeth Evelyn Moore, are the only mother-daughter 
members of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publish. 
ers. Sylvia Dee is a pseudonym, since she was born Josephine Moore, 
In addition, she also occasionally writes under the tag of Josephine mM. 
Proffitt, although divorced from the latter. A lyricist, Miss Dee has 
collabed with Sidney Lippman on such bestsellers as “Chickery Chick,” 
“My Sugar Is So Refined,” “It Couldn’t Be True” and “Laroo, Laroo 
Lilli Bolero.” Her Macmillan tome tells of the romantic adventures of 
a teen-age girl. Femme songsmith’s talent for prose evidently is g 
family flair since her mother is a staffer with the Rochester Democrat 
Chronicle. 











LORRY RAINE 


“Can't Sleep”—Decca Records 
Disk Jockey of the Week: 
FRAN PETTAY, WJR 
Fran Pettay’s “Hour of Entertain- 
ment” show is the goodwill feature 
seven times a week, 1-2 a.m. spon- | 








sored by Chrysler Corporation om! The difference in the shellac content in the manufacturing of record- 
eee a ae ehanne" ings made in the U. S. and those made in England is wide. And it 
“He's handled shows on all nets, | Makes a big difference in the durability of a disk. For example, Lon- 
everything from Cincinnati Sym-_ | don Records, U. S. subsid of the British Decca company, has easy access 
phony to International Soap Box to shellac since Britain is close to the source (India). London’s press- 
Derby. Married, no children, Pettay | ings are made in England and shipped to the U. S. by boat in wooden 
served as reconaissance radio oper- | crates with little or no packing. They are encased in cardboard boxes, 
ator in the 102nd Infantry, including | then packed into the crates and, despite the rough handling by long- 
Battle of the Bulge. | shoremen on both ends, there’s very little breakage. U. S. disks often 
_, TIM GAYLE |are cracked going through the mails surrounded by several layers of 
(Publicity - Personal eemmenmers) | cardboard insulation. Shellac is the answer. U. S. companies use very 
Temporary Mail Address: | little of it because it’s so expensive (72c. a pound); most majors have 


ae ty bal ha developed their own substitutes. London’s disks contain 22% shellac. 











| bassist with Woody Herman, which 


‘it; they find an everincreasing mar- | but Como is certain it wasn’t. 


‘ youngsters. 


. After three years of trying, Coast tune touts finally got an okay from 
Columbia Records Music Publishers Contact Employees national prexy Bob Miller to stage 
> their own benefit show in 1950. Stumbling block until now has been 
Going Deeper Into Miller’s insistence that Coast pluggers and publishers put full efforts 
behind N.Y. benefit. held annually in late spring, which usually nets 
Bop; Cuts Jackson organization around $25,000. Coasters wanted to allocate all coin for 
, ’ p , | disbursal to the needy on the Pacific shore. Miller finally gave in and 
Columbia Records is heading) the jubilant touts promptly named a 15-man committee to work on the 
deeper into the bop groove in com-| project. Under present plans, plugs will ask CBS for loan of KNX 
petition with Capitol and RCA-| Playhouse for one night and will ask top name musical artists to donate 
Victor and the lesser labels that their services. 
feature it heavily. Columbia last | 
week signed and recorded a band! Discovery Records, Hollywood indie, voices a mild complaint con- 
led by Chubby Jackson, former | cerning the statement that Columbia Records has only Mercury Records 
lined up on the side of its 3314 Microgroove platters, against RCA-Victor 
and Capitol’s use of the Victor-developed 45 rpm’s. Discovery states 
that it is also marketing disks that spin at 3314, using the Microgroove 
technique. It has so far issued two 12-inch recordings in that groove, 
carrying works by Phil Moore’s large orchestra, plus items by pianist 
Calvin Jackson. 








included saxist Georgie Auld, Jack- 
son’s combination consisted of five 
brass, four sax and rhythm. 
Columbia-recently took on Jerry 
Wald’s new bop crew, too, although 
his outfit is more in the “‘progres- 
sive jazz’ style. This is in addi- 
tion to Gene Krupa’s band, which 
plays a lot of bop. 
Big companies are going in heav- 
ily for bop because dealers demand | 





Perry Como drew an unusual reaction from a performance last week 
(21) of the song “A Million Miles Away.” A Mrs. Gerard Allen wired 
from Florida stating that after hearing him do the tune she had junked 
divorce plans and was returning north to her husband. She had been 
in Florida for that purpose. Whole thing sounded like a publicity plant, 

Tune, a new one by Charles Tobias and 
ket for the style among teen-age | = dag consistent hit writers, is being published by the new George 
' Paxton firm. 








ting of the standard is a hefty 
performance which jocks will find 
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FAR AWAY PLACES (11) 


MGM RECORDS TEAM 1 
ASTAIRE & ROGERS ¢ * 


Hollywood, March 1. 3. 

Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, 
currently reunited in Metro’s 4. 
“Barkleys of Broadway,” will be 
teamed for the first time on wax 5. 
when MGM disks out an album of 
tunes from the filmusical. They'll 6. 
duet on “My One and Only High- 
land Fling.” 7 


GALWAY BAY (8) (Leeds) 














CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (3) (Spitzer)...............- 
LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (15) (Bourne)............. eevee 


POWDER FACE WITH SUNSHINE (5) (Lombardo)....... 


LAVENDER BLUE (4) (Santly-Joy)....... Coecreces 


PUSSY CAT SONG (6) (Leeds) 





me nReT... 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 7% ot F2":.2° | AFM ERASES HERMAN 


Co Be i rr Victor 


ON BACK TAX PROBE 


tere ry i co ee ds en \ Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
Blue Barron............ M-G-M Woody Herman is the most prom- 

j Evelyn Knight...........Decca inent member of the American 

**) Paula. Watson.........-Supreme Federation of Musicians to have 

! Evelyn Knight...... o's's'» AOE been tossed out of the union and 

‘Primo Scata::..... ceed ‘London then reinstated in recent weeks by 

oe Dinah Shore..... .... Columbia treasurer Harry Steeper. Steeper 

Sammy Kaye... Rese Victor | has been on a campaign to collect 

5 data SRR eeceserceoesonoeeress ‘ieee a ae a ‘overdue taxes payable by travelling 


{ Patti Andrews-B. Crosby. .Decca bands working one-nighters, nit- 








“ Ewe soles on remaining three sain agha rs iii ieee: || Rr Victor f | eries, ete. When he took over the 
, : . he 
Replace,” “Shoes With Wings On" 8. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (2) (Mills)............. EE Pen yee ole eee jp esived son demnen A tnotanion at attr 
and “They Can't Take That Away a CO ee Cy, | See eee Se oe i 
From Me” latter a seprise Gray | 9% !'VE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (9) (Berlin)... Les Brown... ........ Columbia 3 | oY te ena e aavvling ‘band 
Astaire-Rogers tune,of the ’30s. 10. M¥ DARLING, MY DARLING (14) (Morris)........... _..,, § Stafford-MacRae........ Capitol }| plays a date, a delegate of the local 
(Day-Clark ...... -++.. Columbia ¢ | within whose jurisdiction the band 
> : is working collects the tax; bu 
Col. Sets Dennis Morgan Coming U somaatinnes none is present, == 
Screen-star Dennis Morgan has|# SO TIRED (Glenmore) ........... Serres sessseecesce. 9 uss Morgan............. Decca “an ‘> on + eaeeadaded 
been contracted as a singer last Y cone) . ARR -.+...- Capitol ‘ 76. He 
week te Coluaiita ebaede kt tee OU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) .................,. Ames Bros. .......... EE cc ge et gee fw tang pees 
same time, CRC sign wer oo : 
GS ae aoe = Ait Dees | ¢ DOWN AMONG SHELTERING PALMS (Miller) .............,,, ) Sammy Kaye..........., Victor ¥ |General Artists Corp., tried to file 
and now ret , Ay LAL Jolson-Mills Bros...... Decca a contract for Herman to play 4 
rehearsing the lead in AGAIN (Robbins) & [ o— 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's “Routh |X I wee ec ec eee e ee eee ro eees teeeeseeeeesee, Vera Lynn ............London $| concert at Symphony Hal AFM 
nee She'll do an album SO IN LOVE (T. B. Harms) ...... Se cccccccene eocees ; | akan wy Wetee Decca sce Ag ttry ranch, sul it 
rst. vi bs dd ina ore.. .. Columbia e PP sec 
Morgan's deal with Columbia is| $ 1S 1T TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (Caesar) ...............0.sse04. Al Jolson-Mills Bros..... Decca $ | is {hen that GAC and. Hertte 
a repeat. e was a name singer | + ; ; : . 1 
before going inte Aime necontget | BEWILDERED (Miller) ................ nen daebsinnncaetiadn, ao tte eeeeens "ecu oe. ver oe plus a $10 
Cee ee I i EN. ACRE GRRE: ms, Was paid. 
SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (Remick) ..... pees erensdevnns Brother Bones........... Tempo Herman joined Sonny Dunham. 
CLEVE. CO. EXPANDS BRUSH THOSE TEARS (Peter Maurice) ....................... Boelvm Knight........... Deemt-2' cee aiar tame leoters, oS 
_ Cleveland, March 1. SWEET SUE (Shapiro-Bernstein) ........... Te J Ms os? Sea -e++. Rainbow } | whom have had their cards lifted 
LS soe tmcntcrs, 2 ~eeamrte Me se niin Sa ag > Cr ana : onnany Long ........ Signature % in recent weeks. All were rein- 
cessful operation, Lucky Music, GLORIA (Rene) nédeeenehes es nen ; ‘ney, ot nt SO ee ..Decca 2 | stated, of course, upon payment of 
Corp. announced a major program | ‘ veevee’* | Ray Anthony... ...°..... Signature ¢ | the overdue coin. 
for its second year featuring a} UP ABOVE MY HEAD (Taps) ................... venesbeabhss . Sister Ros 
, ; i> etta Tharpe....Decca 
series of novelty, children, race 4 YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE Dt -+Senbbsdawe SSeecece Paula Wats \ 
nod tutertddinanl seesndines. ‘t anes ea a Supreme Irving Fields As Disk Jock 
The company began opevation | FLOWER (Famous) ................ 000600 Cbs ccccccecess { Russ Morgan:.........;. Decca Atlantic City, March 1. 
last March under direction of | + BEAUTIFUL EYES (Leed ) l Frank. Stratra.... 20... Columbia Pianist Irving Fields, broadcast: 
Ernest Bruell and Lloyd Rosen-| ; s Me tne teeinden doe snde theses eee cob nueee Art’ Mooney.............M-G-M ing nightly from the ae apet 
recy : e , . ey Fo Pee Gee ee ee Ca need iy: l disk jockey 5} 
bo ma and featuring animal ree |  FOOO Sete tenn Snmlann: semper Si saneke ng has been. in the Top.10J... on WMID. Mutual's ical station 
| VEIL IIIT IPT EH HTTP TET PP TET ss FTF Pt $$o$4o+o4o44544e4eees | here. 
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“TcAMictOR sTRSSES [—|RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 


Philadelphia, March 1. | 
RCA-Victor sales executives as- | 


sert that the demonstration teams 
now moving in and out of Camden 
showing the-company’s new 45. rpm 
disks are meeting with unexpected 
sales success. Victor men refuse 
to quote figures, but it’s pointed 
out that*Victor fully expected to 
meet much heavier resistance from 
distributors and dealers to the 
45's due to the widespread dissat- 
isfactionu among the latter with 
Victor’s bringing out the new disks. 


Distribs and dealers felt that 
Victor had confused the public 
with its 45’s, following the intro- 
duction of Columbia Records’ 33 
rpm disks, to the point where buy 
ing sloped off considerably. As a 
result, Victor’s teams fully expect 
ed to find the fire of stunted sales 
lingering in the eyes of dealers 
and distribs. They found it to be 
true in many instances but, it’s as- 
serted, after the demonstrations 
dealers placed orders. Whether 
that’s due to the fact that many 
record dealers are also dealers in 
RCA-Victor radio and combinations 
is anvbody’s guess. 

Indecision Dropping 
Cincinnati, March 1] 


Re that argument between Co- 


lumbia Records and RCA-Victor 
over their respective 33!3 rpm Mi 
crogroove Long-Playing and the 45 
rpm disks, one prominent dealer 
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Survey of retail sheet music E Ols Bio 1 8] 
sales, based on reports obtained 2 | 2 | ? © | 5 g| 
from leading stores in 12 cities a 7 Py % | E Bl ¢ 
and showing comparative sales = b 0 | v z | = | YI T 
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ating FEB.26 [2 if/cldjitigisisiéig) | 
This Last Bi Sie 5 | = Fig is/aiz T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 7 5 Ss 5 ~ a = Ps Y a > D ~ 
—=a a aspen - 
1 1 “Far Away Places” (Laurel) 2 2 l i 4 1 1 1 2 1 a 242 
2 2 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo). 4 1 4 4 1 1 4 3 2 6 9 .. §2 
3. 3 “Galway Bay” (Leeds)....... et S.8 8 © 8 © & ©. 2 -& a8 
4 4 “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy).... 5 5 3 6 6 5 2 6 5 10 2 7 + «70 
$ 6 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer). 1 3 = 3.44 i 3 9 69 
6 5S “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne)... 7 -weef.ftP asa 34 
9A 8 “I’ve Got My Love” (Berlin)... a a ae ee, cme 4 30 
4B 9 “My Darling, My Darling” (Morris) 7 =, 2: @.+5..58 8 2 30 
8 7 “Buttons and Bows” (Famous)... 9 7 6 8 5... .. 8 8. Ts a 
9 10 “So Tired” (Glenmore)..... eo gee ge ee a ee 
10. 13 “I Love You So Much” (Mel. Lane) 8 ong ‘iw Pees Sere ys 
11 : 44 “Down By Station” (Am. Acad.) ‘on ee Sa ee na 10 7 4 : 16 
i210 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose)... .. 6 .. 7 .. 6 .. 10... .. .... x45 
i311 “So in Love” (T. B. Harms)...... ..... 9 ae a Ee te ene ae oe a 
14 ~ “Sunflower” (Famous) a oR eee Pieces”. - 7 o- 4 - stake - 11 


















































here states the indecision of the 
public over the two new types is 
dropping. He claims that almost ‘ 
25°, of his current business is in 
Columbia Microgrooves, and the 
percentage is rising 

Columbia’s local distrib asseris 
those figures just about match his 
evaluation of current sales locally. , 


BMI PLANS MPLS. PACT POINT ‘ 
Chicago, March 1. 
Broadcast Music, Inc. licensing 
division will open a Minneapolis 
office this month, increasing mid- 
west expansion program started 
Jast fall. Stan Mvers, regional head 
of BMI, will set up new Minny of- 
fice and select local head from 
,atea 


with the original 
Ezio Pinza and Mary Martin, both 
of whom are 
Columbia. 
only recently. 


South Pacific’ Album 
Set by Columbia Records 


Columbia Records will cut and 
narket an album from the score 


of the forthcoming Dick Rodgers- 


Hammerstein, 2d, musical, 


Wax will be made 
cast. including 


scar 
‘South Pacific.” 


under contract to 
Miss Martin was signed 


Contract terms for the disking 
of the tunes by the cast were com- 
pleted late last week. 


Wurlitzer Co. Sued ! 


Chicago, March 1. 

Coin Machine 
filed suit in Chi federal 
court last week against 
Wurlitzer Co. for $588,606. 
Suit claimed Coin Machine Ac- 
ceptance had been financing pur 


district 
Rudolph 


chases of jukeboxes made by Wur!l 


itzer, under an agreement in 
which Wurlitzer would make good 
when buyers failed to make pay- 
ments. Suit further claims $255,- 
170 was due from retail purchases 
and $333,436 from purchases by 
distribs. 


Acceptance Corp 
! 


Ahlert Still Ailing, 
Coast Trip Deferred 


Ahlert, president of the 
Society of 


Fred 
American Composers, 
Authors and 


sufficiently 


Publishers, was not 
recovered from a se- 
attack to fly 
over the weekend to preside over 
meeting with 


vere flu Coastward 
the semi-annual 
ASCAP-ites. 
Ahlert was supposed to get out 
for the first time in three weeks 
Monday (28), but bad weather in 


Coast 


| New York kept him indoors. 


PHILCO RAISES VOICE 
VS. RCA-VICTOR’S 45's 


Philco Corp. got into the word 
battle of the rpm’s last week when 
its John M, Otter, veepee and gen. 
eral sales manager, stated that 


Philco “has no plans to produce 45 
rmp record players” capable of re. 
producing RCA-Victor’s new deve). 
opment. Reference.to Victor's baby 
was tacked onto a statement assert- 
ing that public reaction to Colum- 
bia Record’s Microgroove Long. 
Playing 3313 rpm disks convinces 
Philco that it is on the right track 

Statement deplored the lack oj 
standardization in the recording 
and phonograph industry, caused 


by the introduction of 331% and 
later the 45 rpm speeds as against 
the standard 78 spinning. Philco’s 


argument is based on the theory 
that both. 334s and 78 have been 
accepted as standard for years 


Morris’ $70,000 Campaign 


On ‘Yankee’ Film Score 


Hollywood, March 1, 

Radio plug campaign on tunes 
from Paramount’s “A Connecticut 
Yankee” will be launched next 
Wed. (9) when Bing Crosby will 
introduce the entire score on his 
program. It’s the first time he’s 
introed the entire score of a pic on 
one film, and the ballyhoo is part 
of a $70,000 campaign being 
launched by the Edwin H. (Buddy) 
Morris music combine to sell four 
new tunes from the film. 

Morris’ Melrose and Mayfair 
pubberies will split the score. 
Melrose will get “Once and For 
Always” and “Busy Doin’ Nothing,’ 
and Mayfair will handle “When Is 
Sometime” and “Stub Your Toe On 
the Moon.” 

Although a total of 47 disks were 
cut on the four tunes (major Jabels 
etched several faces in November, 
1947) when the wax ban loomed, 
Morris and Paramount have suc- 
ceeded in keeping them from thie 
market thus far. They are now 
being shipped to wholesalers 
Sheets are being printed against 
the film’s April 1 bow at Radio 
City Music Hall. 














SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. INC. present 
THREE GREAT SONGS 


England’s Big 


TIME 


~ MAY 


CHAN 


Lyrics by LEIGH ST 


GE 


AFFORD 


Music by HUGH WADE 


From. the British Music 


al Success 


“MAID TO MEASURE" 


GEORGE PINCUS, Gon. Moar. 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. 


® RKO Building, 1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. Y 


A Number One Song 


~SPINET 


By 
CHARLES TOBIAS 
and 
NAT SIMON 


A Very Unusual Novelty 


YOU 


ROSEWOOD | RED 
HEAD 


By 


DICK ROGERS, 
JAY TUCKER 


and 


Inc. 


NAT SIMON 


@ RICHARD VOLTTER, Vice. Pres. 


ae -f 
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Chicago—Benny Miller 


D see BENJAMIN soso. WEISS 


New York—Victor Pelle-Gene Piller 





LAUREL MUSIC CO. 
TOMMY VALANDO—1619 Broagway, New York 19, N. °* 
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PEPEEEREPEPEPEEEPEEEDEFESEESEEEOOEEOSEESOOEESESEOES | wood & Crew, Ltd., cop. 1896 by 


VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


+++44¢4 ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) ******** Boston: White-Smith Music Pub. 


Compiled for 


By JULIUS 


(Copyright, Variety, inc. 


VARIETY 
MATTFELD 
All Righfs Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Cantinued from Last Week) 


1896 
All Coons Look Alike to Me. w 
m., Ernest Hogan... M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1896 
The Amorous Goldfish (The 
Geisha). w., Harry Greenbank. m., 
Sidney Jones. London: Ascherberg, 


Hopwood & Crew, Ltd., cop. 1898 
by Hopwood & Crew 
Beloved, It Is Morn. w., Emily 


Hickey. m.. Florence Aylward. 
London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 
1896. 


El Capitan. March. m., John 
Philip Sousa. Cincinnati: The 
John Church Co., cop. 1896. 

Chin, Chin, Chinaman (The 
Geisha). w., Harry Greenbank. m., 


Sidney Jones. London: Ascherberg, 
Hopwood & Crew, Ltd., cop. 1896 
by Hopwood & Crew 


Chon Kina (The Geisha). W., 
Harry Greenbank. m., Sidney 
Jones. London: Ascherberg, Hop- 


wood & Crew, Ltd., 1896 by 
Hopwood & Crew. 

Don't Give Up the Old Love for 
the New. w., m., James Thornton. 
Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1896. 

Don’t Tell Her That You Love 
Her. w., m., Paul Dresser. How- 
ley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

A Dream of My Boyhood Days. 
w., m., Paul Dresser. Howley, 
Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

Elsie from Chelsea. W., 
Harry Dacre. Jos. W. 
Co., cop. 1896 by 
Co.. London. 

Going for a Pardon. w., James 
Thornton and Clara Hauenschild. 


cop. 


m., 
Stern & 
Frank Dean & 


w., m., Gussie L. 


m James Thornton. Jos. W. 
Stern & Co., cop. 1896. 

Happy Days in Dixie. Two step 
march m., Kerry Mills. F. A. 
Mills, cop. 1896. 

He Brought Home Another. w., 


m., Paul Dresser Howley, Havi- 
land & Co., cop. 1896 
He Fought for a Cause He 


Thought Was Right. w., m., Paul 
Dresser. Howley. Haviland & Co., 
cop. 1896 

A Hot Time in 
w., Joe Hayden. 


The Old Town. 
m., Theodore M. 


Metz. Willis Woodward & Co., 
cop. 1896. 

1 Can't Think Ob Nuthin’ Else 
But You. w., m., Harry Dacre. 


Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1896 by 
Frank Dean & Co., London. 

I Love You in The Same Old 
Way—Darling Sue. w., Walter H. 
Ford. m., John W. Bratton. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1896. 

I Wish That You Were Here To- 
night. w., m., Paul Dresser. How- 
ley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

I Wonder If She'll Ever Come 
Back to Me. w., m., Paul Dresser. 
Howley, Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

In The Baggage Coach Ahead. 
Davis. Howley, 
Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

I’se Your Nigger if You Wants 
Me, Liza Jane. w., m., Paul Dres- 
ser. Howley, Haviland & Co., cop. 
1896. 

The Jewel of Asia (The Geisha). 
w., Harry Greenbank. m., James 


-’Round (introduced in: 
lw., Clyde Fitch., m., 


Hopwood & Crew by arrangement 
with Willcocks & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don. 
Kentucky 
Henry Buck. m., 


Richard 
Geibel. 


Babe. W., 
Adam 


'Co., cop. 1896. 


World Go 
Bohemia). 
arranged by 
William Furst. Howley, Haviland 
& Co., cop. 1896. 

Mister Johnson, Turn Me Loose. 
w., m.. Ben R. Harney. M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, cop. 1896 by Frank 
Harding; cop. 1896 by M. Witmark 
& Sons 

Mother Was a Lady. 


Love Makes The 


w., Edward 


B. Marks, m., Jos. W. Stern. Jos. 
W. Stern & Co., cop. 1896. 

My Gal Is a High Born Lady. 
w., m., Barney Fagan Arr. by 


Gustave Luders. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1896. 

No One Ever Loved You More 
Than I. w., Edward B. Marks. m., 
Jos. W. Stern. Jos W. Stern & Co., 
Cop. 1896. 

On The Benches in 
w., m., James Thornton. 
Stern & Co., cop. 1896. 

Rustle of Spring—original Ger- 
man title: Fruhlingsrauschen (no. 
3 in: Sechs Stuecke, op 32). Piano 
solo. m., Christian Sinding. Leip- 
zig: C. F. Peters, cop. 1896. 

Show Me The Way. Sacred song. 


The Park. 
Jos. W. 


w., m., Paul Dresser. Howley, . 
Haviland & Co., cop. 1896. 

Sweet Rosie O’Grady. w., m., 
Maud Nugent. Jos. W. Stern & 
Co., cop. 1896. 

The Toy Monkey (The Geisha). 


w., Harry Greenbank. m., Lionel 
Monckton. London: Ascherberg, 
Hopwood & Crew, Ltd., cop. 1896 
by Hopwood & Crew, 

Whisper Your Mother’s Name. 
w., Harry Braisted. m., Stanley 
Carter. Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 


| 1896. 


Won’t You Be My Little Girl. 
w., Isaac G. Reynolds. m., Homer 
Tourjee, Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 
1896 by The Homer Tourjee Pub. 
Co. 

Woodland Sketches—(1) To a 











Philp. London: Ascherberg, Hop- 


Wild Rose; (2) Will O’ the Wisp; 
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And Now .:: 


The NEWEST and BIGGEST HIT 





by CHARLIE TOBIAS and NAT SIMON 
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(3) At an Old Trysting Place; (4) 
In Autumn; (5) From an Indian 


Lodge: (6) To a Water Lily; (7) | 


From Uncle Remus; (8) A Deserted 
Farm; (9) By a Meadow Brook; (10) 
Told at Sunset. Piano solo. 


Jung, cop. 1896. 


You’re De Apple of My Eye. w.,| Empire Theatre, N. Y. 
m., Herbert | Maddern Fiske and company were 
Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. playing an adaptation of Thomas 


George H. Emerick. 
Dillea. 
1896. 


TT, 
entrenched. On the legitimate 
stage, James K. Hackett, Maxine 
Elliott and Julia Marlowe were 
stars of the season. And a new. 
comer to the same class was Maude 


m.,| Adams, whose role in “The Little 
Edward MacDowell, op. 51, P. L./| Minister” was a_ sensation 


that 
broke the house records at the 


Minnie 


Hardy’s “Tess of the D’Urber- 


You’re Not the Only Pebble on villes.” “In Gay New York” was a 
_ marked success. 


w., Harry Braisted. m., 
Jos. W. Stern & 


the Beach. 
Stanley Carter. 
Co., cop. 1896. 

Zenda Waltzes. 
Witmark. M. 
cop. 1896. 

The innovation of rural free de- 
livery was a great boon to the mail- 
order house business. Henceforth 
the omnipresent catalogue was the 
farmers’ bible. 

Utah was admitted ta the Union. 

In entertainment circles, Frank 
Mayo and Andrew Mack were, re- 
spectively, starring in Mark 
Twain’s “Puddinhead Wilson” and 
“Myles Aroon.” Andrew Mack, an 
ex-minstrel, and later a writer and 
exponent of Irish singing roles, 
has subsequently gone down in 
theatrical annals for his version of 
the song “Story of the Rose.” 
| Meantime, Weber and Fields, the 
“German Senators,” vaudeville 
team, opened a music hall for 
| vaudeville in New York. 

Agitation for free coinage of 





m., Frank M.' Music Hall, N. Y., 
Witmark & Sons,| song, “Just Tell Them That You 


silver created a depression which | 


lasted a year, and marked the No. 
18 financial gloominess since 1790. 

Vaudeville theatres now began to 
show motion pictures, which, since 


Edison’s inventions in 1889, had 
valiantly tried for initial success. 
The whole thing was still more 


than reality. 


1897 

Asleep in The Deep. w., Arthur 
J. Lamb, m., H. W. Petri. >? 
Mills, cop. 1897 by Julie C. Petri. 

At a Georgia Campmeeting. Two 
step march. m., Kerry Mills. F. A. 
| Mills, cop. 1897. (Published as a 
|song: F. A, Mills, cop. 1899). 


novelty 


Badinage. Orch. composition, 
arr. by Otto Langey. m., Victor 
Herbert. Edward Schuberth & Co., 


cop. 1897 (arr. for piano solo by 
Alexandre Rihm, do., cop. 1895). 

Beautiful Isle of Somewhere. w., 
Mrs. Jessie Brown Pounds. m., 
John S. Fearis. Chicago: E. O. Ex- 
cell, cop. 1897. 


Break the News to Mother. W., | 
Chas. K. | 


m., Charles K. Harris, 
Harris, cop., 1897. 

_ Cupid and I (The Serenade). w., 
Harry B. Smith. m., Victor Her- 
bert. Edward Schuberth & Co., 
|cop. 1897, 
| Danny Deever. W., 
| Kipling. m., Walter Damrosch, op. 
.2, No. 7. Cincinnati: The John 
Church Co., cop. 1897. 

| Face to Face. w.,'m., Herbert 
Johnson. Boston: The Waldo 
| Music Co., cop. 1897 by Herbert 
| Johnson; assigned to The Waldo 
ies Co. 

| Wve Just Come Back to Say 
_Good-bye. w., m., Charles K. Har- 
ris. Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1897. 

If You See My Sweetheart. w., 
m., Paul Dresser. Howley, Havi- 
land & Co., cop. 1897. 

' Let Bygones Be Bygones. 


F. A. Mills, cop. 1897. 

The Stars and Stripes Forever. 
March. m., John Philip Sousa. 
Cincinnati: The John Church Co., 
cop. 1897, 

Take Back Your Gold. w., Louis 
W. Pritzkow. m., Monroe H. Ros- 
enfeld. Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 
1897. : 

There's a Little Star Shining for 
You. w., m., James Thornton. Jos. 
'W. Stern & Co., cop. 1897. 

Wedding of the Winds. 
m., Johar T. Hall. 
Pub. Co., cop. 1897. 

You're Goin Far Away, Lad: or, 
I'm Still Your Mother, Dear. w., 
m., Paul Dresser, Howley, Haviland 
& Co., cop. 1897. 


John T. 


In Belleville, Ill, one Jacob 
, Wainwright added a new thrill to 
the bicycle era when he pedaled 
backward 440 yards in 377% sec- 
onds, and 880 yards (also back- 
ward), in 51 3-5 seconds. 

William McKinley was inaugu- 
rated president. 

In New York City, Grant's tomb 
was dedicated. 

Bob Fitzsimmons won the beavy- 
weight prizefight crown from Gen- 
| tleman Jim Corbett after 14 rounds 
_In Carson City, Nev. Corbett is 
said to have added the term “so- 
| lar plexus” to ring vernacular. 
In the Klondike gold was dis- 
| covered and a new rush for quick 
| Wealth ensued. 
| Vaudeville was by now strongly 


W., | 
Charles Shackford. m., Kerry Mills. | 


Waltz. | 
Hall , 


| 
| 


Rudyard | 





| 


| 


} 


| 


In vaudeville, Lizzie B. Raymond 
was headlined at Weber and Fields’ 
(her favorite 


Saw Me”). 
(Continued next week’s issue) 
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but a straight business setup as 
viewed by the members of the 
syndicate. 

Norman Lourie leaves today 
(Wednesday) for Tel Aviv to in- 
vestigate the situation there for 
the group. He will report back 


by mail and cable within two weeks 
and return early in May. Lourie, 
brother of the Israeli consul-gen- 
eral in New York, is closely asso- 
ciated with the amusement indus- 
try there. He reps United Artists 
in the territory, and owns thea- 
tres. 

On the organizing 
with Schwartz are Harry Brandt, 
Brandt Theatres; Sam Rosen, Fa- 
bian Theatres; George J. Schaefer, 
former RKO and UA prexy, and 
now a producer's rep; Robert Gold- 
stein, eastern studio rep for Uni- 
versal-Internztional; Albert Margo- 
lies, New York rep for Transatlan- 
tic Films un:t, and Jack London, 
of the law firm of Fitelson & 
Mayers. 

Also present at the organization 
meetings during the past week and 
indicating they’d hold shares in the 
outfit were Edward N. Rugoff (& 
Becker circuit); William White, 
Skouras Theatres; Max A. Cohen, 
Cinema Circuit; Solomon M. 
Strausberg, Interboro Circuit; and 
Emanuel Frisch, Randforce Amus, 
Co. 

Gideon Strauss, commercial at- 
tache of the Israeli consulate, and 
Israel B. Brodie, vice chairman 
| of the exec committee of the Pal- 
estine Economic Corp., were also in 
| attendance. 


committee 














~ FRANKIE LAINE 


Appearing 


MERRY-GO-ROUND CAFE 
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ISHAM JONES’ 


latest and Greatest Ballad / 


HOW MANY 
TEARS 


MUST FALL 


An important new ballad 
by the writer of I'll See 
You In My Dreams,” “It 
Had To Be You" and “On 
The Alamo.” 
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POWDER YOUR FACE WITH SUNSHIN 


Lecarded by — EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) * SAMMY KAYE (Victor) * DORIS DAY & BUDDY CLARK (Columbia! * BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
OEAN MARTIN (Capitol) * ANNE VINCENT—JOHN LAURENZ (Mercury) * PRIMO SCALA (London) 
BARBARA BROWN—JOHNNY FRANK (Varsity) * DICK BYRON with TED BLACK ORCH (Dano 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO 


By LARRY SHAY— JOE GOODWIN — MARK FISHER 


Kecarded by — GUY LOMBARDO (Decca * EDCIE HOWARD (Mercury) * WAYNE KING (Victoel 


JAN GARBER, (Capitol) * FRANKIE MASTERS iM-G-M) 


Ytud ta Preparation 
Two ¢ New Souge - 


SCALAWAG — 


Words and Music by AL JACOBS — LARRY STOCK — JOSEPH MEYER 


BE YOURS WITH LOVE AND KISSE 


By CARMEN LOMBARDO 
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(Dilly Dilly) 


* 
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EDDIE JOY, Prof. Mgr. 
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TO COL. DISK CONTRACT | RE I All. DIS comme on 
Columbia Records signed Artie t : — my continue to resist the inroads a 
Shaw to a recording contract Friday VARIETY e. | ad 8 _bop, which has taken over the up- 
5) ji é > | : 
(25) in New York. A two-year deal, ee | = | % 2 /town cellar spots. New jazz Spot 
‘the agreement will make Shaw Survey of retail disk best <a S| ete 5 s | being opened is to be run by Pee 
available for both Columbia pop sellers, based on reports ob- g s!o 5 & E} a P a | Wee Russell, clarinetist, and Art. 
and Masterworks divisions. There tained from leading stores in si/-s/s/|9 = a“ S a) eS T Hodes, pianist. It’s to be called the 
are no prescribed details of how 12 cities and showing “ae n| Zia Ee bo § ~1 8/4 8 5 oO ‘Back Room; actually, it's in the 
he will work in either field. He parative sales rating for this | ce isls/e g Pie igi sis % T ‘rear of the Riviera Bar. Russell, 
figures to cut pops with a studio and last week. oe | 5 | =iwinlisieisileals!i§!a | Hodes and Herb Ward, bass, make 
band or small combo, and with >| a/Q] El i | ] &/ 2 | = 0/8 FE) L ‘with the music. 
string and other combinations, as Q . | 2 | y5 (6 | = | ] | | © Russell-Hodes place is in oppo- 
well as work with large symphonies k E din p/Zie o |< 2 | 2 | simi ei2a a | P sition to Nick’s, long the Village's 
in the classicai end. National ee n 9 * |] + % 8 ri Rie) 3 Y | Oo best known jazz spot. Eddie Con- 
Shaw’s initial recording for Co- Rating FER 26 S | © | * i 3 (Si sis ia! gl & | © ( don recently added a club of hig 
lumbia won’t be attempted until aude ~ le l<| $j oe] m | § | sigi/</gis} N own featuring combos led by hin. 
he does a guest date with the Freie @i"lelslsisgislsls : self. And George Bruneis has 
Rochester (N_Y.) Symphony next This Last *t. Label, Title o a Ss Ss lala rR: 5 we ln |Slao! Ss opened a place of his own nearby, 
week. * wk. wk. Aste, * in ——$—$—$———— SS —— All are Dixieland jazz adherents in 
See — —* : : rast to the bop workers ¥ 
Shaw had been for years ati LES BROWN (Columbia) ; contras up 
RCA-Victor property. He has a 1 3 “T’'ve Got My Love to Keep Me” 10 6 1 3 . i; ¢ 6 3 5 62 town. 
considerable and active backlog of ——$—$—$—$$$—$—_—————— a Paka SS — 
. : bed EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) A 
strictly pops in the Victor catalog, s : ‘ace With Sunshine”. . 1 oe 2 4 7 1 2 : 57 
from which he draws a substantial ee A ARRON OGM . Lorry Raine Gets AFM 
s i ‘oyalties annually. His sUE DB! : ional 7 ‘ 57 es . 
icein the tees lor enuuiaie. 2B 5 “Cruising Down the River”. J Te a ae 710062 1 OK on Publicity Disks 
is in constant demand though it BING CROSBY (Decca) — a . «2 eee Deivelt, March 1 
was made in the late ’30s. 3 6 “Galway Bay vote eeeees A a Tin ‘Gepie, hanentdmanneer et 
7 RUSS MORGAN (Decca) Lorry Raine, has secured permis- 
piv sme ?? 5 10 5 2 8 3 $3 41 sOTT’ > 
a! a > . lish . 4 3 So Tired”. ae ’ sion from the American Federa- 
ASCAP Establishes a ~ EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 3 37 tion of Musicians to cut a series 
Theatre Committee 5 1 “A Little Bird Told Me”........ 7 2 i_5 ““ | of at least eight disks with her 
American Society of Composers, TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 4 6 5 4 47 4 36 i — — ag — = 
Authors and Publishers has estab- 6A 9 “Down By the Station™...-.----- >. a pol tangs wre ae thiaes het wil 
lished a Motion Picture Theatre BING CROSBY (Decca) aes ger Rage ee pe 
. : ‘ ; : 99 10 2 1 4 2 36 be circulated among disks jockeys 
Committee. Grouping is designed 6B 7 “Far Away Places”... .....-.-..-- co aeeicad teas anne: . 
to evaluate the possible future of a ae MILLS BROS. (Decca) 7 . ‘ . 5 3 27 Gayle and Mish Raine do not & 
the Society 6 invorvemant riage ta 7 8 “I Love You So Much Hurts’ . _— _— ne tend to go into record manufactur. 
use of copyrighted music in films ——————WIARGARET WHITING (Capitol) je ing. Recently they sold the mas- 
ilgterctr ce ayy allan 8 4 “Far Away Places” SM Te. Se Oe. 5 : ters of “Can't Sleep” and “Lonely 
wl SE apenas ite 7 sHN MONR Victor) Cafe,” which were being released 
S as arre last fall VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) afe ng ease 
oriiu esha tees Ue aie ‘exhibit- 9 7 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” eT 6 7 22 by ee ome ae ong me 
ing of films containing music in SAMMY KAYE (Victor) e 5 10 12 _ eames ‘othe Gadeeens oe 
the nation’s theatres, in a legal 10 10 “Lavender Blue —_ still have eight side of an original 
battle with the Independent The- PATTI PAGE (Mercury) > cnt te Slenindiendie ts. 
. i > York “Cn 3 ” 2 9 11 24 cut by them independently 
= sapeaeners a 11A So in Love” Ne ae fore the AFM’s recent ban, and 
‘The case ds currenty 68 a ri. BOB CROSBY-P. ANDREWS (Dec) ae 7 11 | Decea will listen to these for pos- 
Se ek Bo Se co’ rolease 
Jemma tae. FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) * - om 
’ 4% 12A “Mississippi Flyer” = 
re * cae MORGAN (Deca) i Philly Arena ‘Unfair 
12B 15 “Cruising Down the River” 1 ; Philadelphia, March 1. 
Tops of the Tops MILLS BROS. (Decca) The Philadelphia Arena, 7,000- 
Retail Disk Seller 12C 11 “I’ve Got My Love te Keep Me” . 1 WwW seat auditorium in West Philly, 
“Got My Love to Keep Me” —————-DINAH SHORE (Columbia) owned by Triangle ee (a 
Retail Sheet Music Seller a ; m4 2 9 Philadelphia Inquirer affiliate), has 
“Far Away Places” 1ISA_16_ “Far Away Pisces = . been placed on the unfair list by 
“Most Requested” Disk PERRY COMO vere 2 9 Local 77, American Federation of 
“Got My Love to Keep Me?” 13B “Far Away Places”... -- Musicians. 
Seller on Coin Machines + ee JIMMY WAKELY (Capitol) a Frank Liuzzi, president of Local 
“Far Away Places” 14A “I Love You So Much It Hurts”. - 9 - 77, said the move was taken be- 
= erry KAY STARR (Capitol) * cause the Arena Corp. had violated 
“S a : seseee 3 8 an agreement with the local, which 
14B So Tired wh 
From the Current i TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) ‘stipulated that 15 local musicians 
WALT DISNEY | 14¢ “So in Love” . Pe oe 3 8 must be used for shows. At two 
- 4 DINAH SHORE (Columbia) recent attractions—the Bob Hope 
Hit Picture | bs ; ” 4 7 show and a Gene Autry rodeo— 
t ic 15A So Dea ONES a — , local men were not engaged, Liuzzi 
BROTHE | said 
* mm’? 6 ee ee ee ee y 7 ' 4 
‘7 15B “Sweet Georgia Brown”. ........ —; 
i SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
A Beautiful Ballad 15C 12 “Careless Hands”............... fe Sa ek OE 
i l 2 | 3 | 4 5 Have you heard 
SO DE AR FIVE TOP | KISS ME, KATE | WORDS AND | $O DEAR TO VAUGHN MONROE| STAN KENTON [| 
| | music: =| MY HEART | SINGS ENCORES A ROSALIND PAI GE 
| 
TO MY AL B U M & Cpetiony Cost Varied Artists | Varied Artists | Vaughn Monroe Stan Kenton . : 
| Columbia | M-G-M | Capitol | ' Vietor Capitol | SINGING 
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Face With Sunshine”; Larry Doug- 
las “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” 
(Hi-Tone). Two sides are among 
initial release of 35c platters being 
‘marketed by Signature under the 
Hi-Tone label. They're good ree- 
ords, technically, and all maintain 
\a good av 
idea calls for hit tunes cut by art- 
ists who are not with major labels 
but have some name value. Miss 
Baird’s cutting of “Powder’*is late, 
but at 35c it’s worthwhile. Same 
‘applies to Douglas’ disking of 
“Roses.” Backgrounds are lively 
and the disk very saleable. 


Louis Jordan “You Broke Your 
Promise”-‘Safe. Sane and Single” 
'(Decea). Jordan’s waxing. of 
“Promise,” which is showing a 
good beginning in the pop field, is 
a good one that jocks will use 
widely. It’s fast and jumpy, and 
Jordan turns out his usual ex- 
huberant vocak On the flipover he 
turns a tune that has possibilities, 
too. On the order of his “Beware.” 
etc., it’s cut at a breakneck pace. 
Only drawback is that the lyric is 
not quite up to Jordan’s previous 
musical stories. 

Primo Scala “Dreaming’’-“‘Cruis- 
ing Down the River” (Lendon). 
Scala and London were off the beat 
in getting the “Cruising” side out. 
Done almost the same as Blue 
Barron’s disking, except for the 
addition of banjo, side is a sale- 








WALTZ 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway WN. Y. 19, N.Y. 





able job that might have taken a 
‘major portion of the play, As it 


| Jocks and Jukes 


Continued from page 44 —§ 


artistically. Sigs’ | 








stands. however, Barron’s’§ and 
other U. S. platters will keep Lon- 
don’s down. On the backing there’s 
a fairly good tune grooved in the 
|same style. But it won’t mean 
/much. Keynotes work with Scala 
on both sides. 


| Blue Barron “You're So Under- 
; Standing” - ‘Mississippi Flyer” 
| (M-G-M). Barron may have a solid 
followup to his “Cruising Down 
the River” hit in “Understanding.” 
It’s a commercial-sounding tune 
done on a _ smooth ballad - beat. 
Bobby Beers and the Blue Notes 
working a silky vocal backed by 
celest. Disk has a lot of possibili- 
ties. On the flipover there’s a good 
rhythm piece. 
‘with “Flyer” than any other artist 
so far. It bounces easily, 
Jimmy MacDonald, Helen Lowe 
and Betty Clarke knead the vocal 
nicely. 

Art Kassel “Allright Louie, Drop 
the Gun"-“Did Anyone Ask About 
Me” (‘Mercury’). Kassel’s is the 
initial recording of a novelty that 
Arthur Godfrey has plugged. Un- 
fortunately, Kassel does it more as 
a melodic rhythm tune than a 
straight novelty embrojdered with 
gimmicks. Nevertheless, the side 
is good and could start something. 
Gloria Hart cuts the vocal, aided 
by bandsmen. Backing carries Miss 
Hart again, cooking a ballad vocal 
of a fair tune. 


Betty Garrett “Humphrey Bogart 
Rhumba"-“Johnny Get Your Girl” 


and | 


| (M-G-M). “Bogart” tune will either 
| be a hot jock piece or a flat bust. | 
It’s a screwy piece sung fairly well | 
by Miss Garrett to good Latin | 
background and, while one moment | 
it sounds ridiculous, the next it) 
seems like it could create some ex-, 
citement. Miss Garrett gets little | 
out of the reverse, a new rhythm. 
tune. She’s aided by the Crew. 
Chiefs and Harold Mooney’s. 
musicians, Mooney alone on “Bo- | 
gart.” 
| Benny Lee “Red Roses for a 
| Blue Lady”-“Flo and Joe” (Lon- 
don). Hitting a solid dance tempo, 
_Lee and the Keynotes and Nat) 
'Temple’s orchestra tailored a com- 
mercial approach to the “Roses” 
tune, which has been gathering 
sales speed. It bounces easily and. 
jocks won't go wrong with it. Same | 
grouping hit a faster pace on the | 
flipover, brought up here by King 
Cole (Capitol). It’s fair. 





Barron’s did more} 


Platter Pointers 


Ginny Powell’s “Grieving for 
You,” her first side for Decca, is 
nicely done, but it’s not quite as 
sharp a job as done by Tony Pas- 
tor’s Rosemary Clooney (Columbia) | 

. “It All Comes Back To Me 
Now,” as cut by Cyril Stapleton 
(London), is a good tune ... . Seems 
unusual to hear “You Was” done 
solo in the face of all duets on it. 
but Art Lund’s platter (M-G-M) is 
good .. . Ditto Ames Bros. waxing 
(Coral) of “Clancy Lowered the. 
Boom,” which is heating up under 
Dennis Day’s (Victor) putsch S* 
Emil Coleman band’s rhythm 
| punch on Latin material is demon- | 
strated by his “Siboney” and “Os | 
| Pintinhos Nu Terreiro” (DeLuxe) 


CARELESS HANDS 


on 


SPOTLITE ?? 








‘eleli vile 
LIKE 


INC. 


Yerk 19. N 


RYTVOC, 


1585 Broadway New 











DISC JOCKEYS 
IT’S A HIT ALL-WAYS 


YOU'RE A 
WEETHEART 


Music by eee 
JIMMY McHUGH 














Caio 





oe eer eR i 





ere Gant tte oO PR oe PelCUDlCULS he lo 


a2 tetenté..en0.2 2 eee oe oe ok 


=n 4a 6 = he. te S&S eo 


= & 


ches * 


Mika ss se AO Re om oe 














BOP 


eries 
ls of 
4 up- 
Spot 
| Pee 

Art- 
1 the 

the 
ssell, 
nake 


/ppo- 
age'’s 
Con- 
T hig 
him- 
has 
arby 
ts In 
up- 


sks 


of 
‘Mis- 
lera- 
ries 

her 
pub- 
idea 

will 


keys 


t in- 
‘ture 
nas- 
nely 
ased 
idie, 
zned 
Pair 
final 
be- 
and 
pos- 


e 

000- 
lilly, 
is (a 
has 
| by 
n of 


vocal 
be- 
ated 
hich 
‘ians 
two 
fope 
eo— 
iuzzi 


= 











VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


51 





Wednesday, March 2, 1949 
Ya noma 


On the 


New York 


rnick, singer, 
peey Bergman for King Records 
new pop division . , Sarah 
Vaughan’s contractual difficulties | 
with Musicraft Records not | 
straightened out and her suit | 
against the company will proceed; 
he seeks a release from her con- 
tract _. « Hi-Lo-Jack and a Dame 
into Warwick hotel's Raleigh Room 
Friday (a), + A-Victor con- 
solidating its “Record Review” and 
“In the Groove” house organs un- 
der the former title .. . Muzak is 
marketing a vinylite compound for 
manufacturers of plastic products, 
milling it at the Elizabethtow n, 
Ky., plant... Joe Glaser in New 
Orleans for Louis Armstrong’s ad- 
vent as “King of the Zulas” in 
Mardi Gras festivities George 
Joy, of Santly-Joy, in Key We st, 
Fla, on vacation . . . Harry Link, 
Feist, back from the same spot 
vesterday (Tuesday). 


Hollywood 


Victor Lombardo orch makes its 
initial Coast appearance March 1, 
opening a six-week stint at the 
Mark Hopkins, Frisco .. . CeePee 
Johnson, back from Hawaii, re- 
forming octet ... Charlie Ventura’s 
nine-piece bebop outfit, including 
chirp Jackie Cain, will get a flat 
$2,000 weekly for a four-frame 
stand at Hollywood-Empire room 
peginning April 19. 

Ted Fiorito honors Harold Arlen 
tomorrow night (2) at the first of 
a series of regular Wednesday 
night “Composer Nights’ at the 
Palm Terrace of the Bevhills hotel 
_.. Johnny Green batoning a 44- 
piece studio orch to score Warners 
“Happy Times,’ Danny Kaye 
starrer. 

Henry King band, returning to 
the Coast this spring, will open at 
the Mark Hopkins, Frisco, for six 
weeks beginning May 17... Bill 
Fletcher band and the Skylarks 
sliced four sides for Tech-Art 
records ,. . Frank De Vol album- 
ing his “Combat Concerto” for 
Capitol . Spike Jones plays a 
double-date at Washington (D. C.) 
Constitution Hall March 12-13 be- 
cause 3,844-seater is only about 
half the size of spots he’s been 
playing on current tour. He comes 
back to the Coast in May for a 
week at the Biltmore, L. A. 


signed by* 


Upbeat 


Chicago 

Vaughn Monroe set for one- 
nighter at Aragon ballroom. March 
12 or Tin Pan Alley Ball skedded 
for April 18 at Morrison hotel. with 
Chi music publishers’ reps expect- 
ing big turnout Earl Hayden 
Joins M. M. Cole Publishing as 
plugger... Giovanni Cardelli, for- 
mer general director of Chicago 
Opera Theatre, named Manager of 


Dallas Symph in Dallas . . . David 
LeWinter’s society orch now 
doing national NBC spots from 


swank Pump Room of Ambassador- 
East hotel Jim Brayley, Chi 
head of MCA band dept., returns 
to desk after finishing trip in Flor- 
ida . Billboard Attractions nick- 
ed MCA’s hold on swank butterv of 
Ambassador-West hotel. by book- 
ing Ramon Monchito’s rhumba 
band for four weeks Frank 
Laine couples with Connie Haines 
at State theatre, Cleveland, March 
10 . . . Ken Griffin into Bill 


Green’s, Pittsburgh, March 11 for 
two-weeker . Rag Doll, north- 
side jazz bistro, shuftered when 
owners declared bankruptcy... 
'Mel Torme, singer, set for 
Blue Note March 28 


Johnnie “Scat” Davis current at 
Show Bar, Detroit, for three weeks 
. BMI increased midwest licens- 


ing coverage with pacting of 

Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, Mich., 

and Club Bali, Detroit 
Kansas City 

Ramon Torres rhumba crew held 


over in Drum Room of President 
hotel, and playing floor shows with 
Three of Us, piano-song trio 
Leighton Noble orch holds in Ter- 
race Grill of Muehlebach hotel till 
March 8... Weela Gallez is back 
at Stubb’s Tavern for her second 
turn within six months Ray 
Morton orch on_ bandstand at 
Eddy’s, new restaurant on Balti- 
more stem Vaughn Monroe 
through here for a one-nighter last 
Sunday (27) in the Pla-Mor Ball- 
room... Travis Nesbit doing piano- 
organ turn in Tropics of Phillips 
hotel . . . Johnny Bachemin in Fl 
Casbah for a fortnight with his 
songs and pianistics Jeanie 
Leitt switched to Maciel’s Restau- 
rant on upper Broadway ... Dink 
Welch and his Kopy-Kats inaugu- 
rate a floor-show policy in Penguin 
Room of Continental Hotel. 





Music Notes 


Pat Russo gave up tri-weekly 
warbling stint on KFWB and 
headed for New York as eastern 
rep for Lutz Bros. Music Cap- 
itol’s new thrush, Michael Tobin, 
cut six-sided album of Irish songs 


for St. Patrick’s Day Hugo 
Friedhofer wound up composing 


chore on “Bride of Vengeance” at 
Paramount Decca. dickering 
with Betsy Beaton, author of “The 
Boy With Green Hair,” for platter 
adaptation....Leo Diamond _  op- 
tioned for 26 more weeks at Billy 
Gray's Band Box Jack Archer, 
band booker for the last six years, 
applied for readmission into Music 
Publishers Contact Employes and 
will move in as coast plugger fo) 
Jimmy McHugh’s standard catalog 
as soon as he wins his card Ex- 


clusive Records inked Pinky Tom- 
lin Bob and Joan Rexer heid 
ove} lol Six weeks at Biltmore 
sow! Margaret Whiting etched 
quartet for Capitol with the Crew 
Chiefs aiding on a pair Miklos 
Rosza will score Metro’s “Storm 


Over Vienna,” which rolls early in 
February. Ira (Bus) Moten, 
brother of the late Benny Moten, 
top jazzman, inked by Capitol to 
etch as a single, combining blues- 
bleating with 88ing Decca 
inked Negro blues sing- 
er Ernie Andrews Ralph S. Peer 
purchased the music of 10 Si- 
amese Temple dances and will have 
pop lyrics set to them for publica- 
tion by his Southern Music Co. 
Bob Stern checked in as profes- 
sional manager for Coast opera- 


tion of Duchess Music, one of Lou 
Levy’s three pubberies, and will 
also handle hillbilly, western and 
race catalogs and _ publicity fo 


Leeds. Goldie Goldmark, formerly 
Duchess topper, will handle classi- 
cal catalogs and studio centact 
work for Levy’s firms here . . 
Paula Watson, current at the Red 
Feather, southside nitery, booked 
to open at the N. Y. Paramount 
March 30. 


Earl Brent and Buddy Pepper 
cleffing the seore for an untitled 
revue which bows in Hollywood in 
March General Artists Corp. 
set Clark Dennis for 12-city tour 
of Warner and Paramount houses 
this summer .. . Eddy Arnold 
opens fortnighter at El Rancho 
Vegas, May 11 Mel Henke, 
Chicago 88-er, inked a _ personal 
management pact with Bullets 
Durgom, 


FREDDY MARTIN Orch (17) 
With Merve Griffin 
St. Francis, Hotel, S. F. 

The melodic savvy of Freddy 
Martin's crew is a strong draw in 
Frisco, and the St. Francis accord- 
ingly is enjoying a smug boxoffice 
and promises to continue that way 
for the four-week stanza booked 
here. Playing his traditional easy- 
to-dance-to rhythms, which draws 
equally on debs and dowagers, 
Martin shows his artists and artisry 


off to advantage. Twenty-eight 
minute melange, culled from his 
own crew and dubbed ‘Meet the 
Boys flashy fare that combines 
good pacing, novelty, and talent 

Breezing off with his violin sec- 
tion of four, playing “Fiddle Fad- 
dle which is strong opening bid 
he compote has Roger Spike 
plano vith “‘Warsaw Concerto;”’ 
Verve Griffin, first vocaling “Be- 
cause” and “What Did I Do,” and 
then with four other band voices 


socking big with nifty ““Marahajah 
of Magidor.” This is followed by 
Gene Conklin in specialty of “Hora 
Stacato” and “Nola,” both of which 
whammed by a_ wide margin. 
Finale, by eight voices, of “Eco- 


nomics” is a flash close, with en- 
core of “Latin Medley,” consisting 
of two Latin items and a Greek 
tune, going over with bullseye. 
Sum total garnered mucho kudos 
from check-payers. 

Current Martin Combo of four 
Strings, three rhythm, five reed, 


five brass provides sparky mixture 
of sweet. rhythmic and standard 
tunes, which fills floor well for 
dancing Room well filled when 
caught. Ted 


CHARLIE BARNET ORCH (14) 


With Bunny Briggs 
Clique Club, N. Y. 

Absent from batoning for some 
time, Charlie Barnet is back with 
a new combo. Outfit played a 


vaude date at the Apollo, N. Y., a 
few weeks ago, and last week 
moved into the Clique Club, N. Y., 
Broadway bebop emporium hosted 
by disk jockey Fred Robbins. Sax- 
playing leader fronts three rhythm, 
five reed and six brass, a_ unit 
that’s numerically similar to his 
bands of the past. 

While Barnet’s crew can bop 
with the best of ’em, the orch 
wisely doesn’t go overboard on the 
new fad. Band shapes up as a 


Reviews 


it not only can punch out the hot 
ones in keeping with the Clique’s 
policy but has the ability to switch 
to a concert style or even play a 
tune straight if need be. Thus, 
despite the current accent on be- 
bop, this outfit still manages to 
retain a sufficient beat to make it 
solid for the ballroom trade. 
Barnet’s policy evidently is to 
give most of the boys a chance for 
solo stints. Particularly well done 
is “Concerto for Two Trombones,” 
handled by Richard Kenny and 
O. B. Masingill Starts off slowly 
but ter gains momentum to win 
the payees’ rapt attention sass 
player Eddie Safranski 
out in a lone interpretation of 
“Safranski,” written for ‘shim by 


These solos come as 


also stands 


Rugolo 
asing contrast to a number 
om the full band. For th small 
handicap both on the 
orch as well as the customers 
since its limited space merely 
makes the walls reverberate. 
Barnet finales his set with a 
terrific, modern arrangement of 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” Gives it @ 
lift with his own saxing, and when 
the tull crew’s treatment tends to 


room 18 a 


degenerate into something that 
Gershwin would never recognize, 


the boys play the melody straight 
for a few measures in a surprise 
twist. Although noted fer his 
femme vocalists, leader has sepia, 
pint-sized Bunny Briggs handling 
the warbling department. Lad dis- 
plays a Callowayesque delivery on 
‘Rockin’ in Rhythm” and shows 
talent in his hoofing Gilb. 


9 Utah Symph Imports 


Quit In Pay Hassle 

Salt Lake City, March 1. 
Nine “imported” members of the 
Utah Symphony, including Con- 
certmaster Leonard Posner, drop- 
ped out of the organization after 
a brief unsuccessful meeting to 
get their backpay. They have been 


replaced with local talent as the 
Symphony struggles to conclude 


its season without State aid. 

Weeks of lobbying at the State 
Legislature could not override 
the Governor’s veto of an emer- 
gency defiicit appropriation of 
$50,000 to help the orchestra meet 
a $22,500 payroll plus other ex- 
penses. 











fairly versatile group inasmuch as 



































Capitol—MARGARET WHITING  Decea— DICK HAYMES 
Columbia—FRANK SINATRA 











Abbey—BILL DARNEL 


Decca—ANDREWS SISTERS 


CHAS. K. HARRIS MUSIC PUB. CO. INC., Presents 


While The Angelus (as Ringing 


(LES TROIS CLOCHES) Lyric by DICK MANNING — Music by JEAN VILLARD 


nderneat 


RECORDINGS 


RECORDINGS 


London—GRACIE FIELDS 
Victor—FONTAINE SISTERS 


Sole Selling Agent: SOUTHERN MUSIC PUB. CO., INC., 1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


Mercury—EDDY HOWARD 
London—ANNE SHELTON M.G.M.—JOHNNY DESMOND Metrotone—ARTIE MALVIN 


LA SALLE MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC., Present 


The Linden Tree 


(REGENPFEIFFER SING DEIN LIED) Lyric by DICK MANNING — Music by JEAN VILLARD 


Columbia—RAY NOBLE and Orch. 
. - « AND MORE COMING! 


JERRY JOHNSON, General Professional Manager 








Victor—TOMMY DORSEY 
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State Policing of Agencies Breakdown 


Forces Philly Percenter Orgs Merger 


Philadelphia, March 1. 

Comple:: breakdown of Penn- 
sylvania’s policing of theatrical | 
bookers and the almost total lack} 
of supervision in licensing agen-| 
cies has forced the fusion of Phil-' 
ly’s two largest booking groups—| 
the Entertainment Managers Asso-| 
ciation and the Variety Bookers | 
Association. 

Though both organizations will 
retain their identities—the Enter- 
tainment Managers handle club 
dates largely, and the Variety 
Bookers take care of cafes — a 
joint board of directors will act 
on all matters of major policy. 

According to Joel Charles, sec- 
retary of the Entertainment Man- 
agers group, the State makes no 
attempt at either enforcement or 
policing. “Since William Douglas, 
director of the division, died in 














HELENE and HOWARD 


This Week 
PICK AND PAT 


TELEVISION SHOW 
AND CLUB DATES 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. I to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 

3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 

. (10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 


Send 25e for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies. minstrel 
paiter, black-outs, ete. NO C.0.D.’8. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. ¥. 19. Clrele 17-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 








| recently 


1/1947 the department hasn’t even 


made a replacement,” Charles said. 
The EMA and the 


own without success. 
this came up recently when a po- 
lice raid on Town Hall netted over 
400 men at a smoker. The agent 
held for booking the show, only 
had had his license re- 
newed by the state. The license 
of the arrested agent was renewed 
after both the EMA and the VBA 
had gone on record against it, 
Charles said. 

The smoker raid on Town Hall 
shocked official Philadelphia, even 
if it failed to get a rise-out of 
the state. 

Acting Director of Public Safety 
Samuel Rosenburg issued an order 
to Town Hall that any evidence of 


another smoker in the place would 
|result in immediate revocation of 


its entertainment license. The po- 
lice order applied to every other 
meeting place, hall or auditorium 
in the city, Rosenburg said. 





Barbara Perry’s Film 
Break Via London Revue 


The continued illness of Cary 
Grant in London has delayed pro-| 
duction of 20th-Fox’s “I Was a 


VBA have) 
tried to do the policing on their | 
A sample of | 





Midwest Dates 


Chicago, March 1. 

| Jack Russell, Entertainment 
Managers Assn. prexy here, has ap- 
pointed State Senator Abe Maro- 
| vitz, as legal adviser . . . Gil Lamb 
'ambles into the Lake Club, Spring- 
field, Ill., March 18... Paul Gray 











Las Vegas, March 13 , 
Hartman also plays Nevada at the 


Click of U.S. Talent May Hypo 
Vaude Return In Scotland Theatres 


Glasgow, Feb. 23. 
The 1949 American invasion of 
starts a stretch at the El Rancho, Scotland by vaudeville acts has 


} 


. . Arnie | teed-off with a bang. 


Chico Marx scored such a hit at 


'Flamingo Hotel, Las Vegas, April| Empire here that he will play re- 
21... Joe E. Lewis headlines at | 


the Chez Paree beginning March 
31... Professor Backwards joins 
the Jimmy Dorsey band March 10 
in Cincinnati . . . Nat Kalcheim 
back in town to appoint new head 
for local William Morris office . 
June Brady listed with Ted Mack's 
“Original Amateur Hour” unit at 
National, Louisville, last week was 
not with unit, but joins as emcee 
at Carman, Philly, next week. 


Aldrich Vice Edwards 
At MCA, Latter Joins 





-| playing. 


turn date within a few days—week 
of March 7. 
Two other American acts regis- 


tered strongly, the Schaller Bros., | 


trampolinists, and Roger Ray, with 
knockabout comedy and marimba 
The Schallers and Ray 
buttressed a poorish British (apart 
from Irish tenor Joseph Locke) 
variety program. 

Next U. S. artiste slated for Glas- 
gow is Eleanor Powell, who makes 
British debut at Empire here 
March 14, before London Palladi- 
um. Kathryn Grayson, Johnny 
Johnson, the Andrews Sisters, Ber- | 
nard Bros., are others expected on 


later dates. 


Enthusiasm is mounting for pro- 


| 
Matty Rosen Agency posed visit of Danny Kaye, expect- 


Mickey Aldrich, former booker) — 


| with the Edward Sherman agency, 


joins the Music Corp. of America 
theatre dept. Monday (7) as a re- 


| placement for Jack Edwards, who 


resigned last week. Aldrich lately 
has been setting the tours for the 
Lou Goldberg-Ted Mack - Major 
Bowes units. 


Aldrich, at one time with Co-| Show 
. h| working in Lakewood, N. J. 


lumbia Artists Bureau, was wit 


! 
! 


| 


For Resort Dates 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ N. Y. branch executive 
board has negotiated a $2.50 per 
increase for performers 
Cur- 


Male War Bride” indefinitely. Di-| the Sherman office for seven years | Tent minimums call for $15 for the| 


rector Howard Hawks has returned 
to Hollywood after a sojourn in 
London. 


| 


Perry, while studying at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art in Lon- 
don, appeared in Val Parnell’s 
“Starlight Roof” revue. She’s go- 
ing to the Coast to do her stint in 
“Bride.” 





Smith’s Tucson Agcy. 
Tucson, March 1. 

Eddie Smith, former New York 
agent, has opened a booking office 
here. He has an arrangement 
with radio station KVOA to supply 
talent for niteries, hotels, etc. 

Smith last year sold out interest 
in his N. Y. agency to Al Wilson 
and came here for his health. 
































acne see oem 


: DESTIS 


WORLD RENOWNED MENTALISTS 


PREDICT A “BEST SELLER" FOR JACK EIGEN’S 
“ETIQUETTE WITH FALSE TEETH” 


except for a brief period with Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. 


| 
| 


first show and $12.50 for the sec-| 
ond show. New scale will be $17.50 | 


Jack Edwards who resigned from | Per performer for the first display 
Also just back in the U. S. is Music Corp. of America two weeks | 2nd $15 minimum for the second. | 
Barbara Perry, American actress, ago, joined the Matty Rosen agency | Scale is in effect immediately. | 


and cafes there. 


was with Frederick Bros. 
several years. 


Siritzky Talking Vaude 
Again for Ambassador, N.Y. 


The Siritzky circuit is currently 
studying plans for the return of 
two-a-day vaude on Broadway. 
Chain is considering changing the 





policy at the Ambassador theatre, | 
which is currently playing foreign | 


films, to stage shows sans pictures 
Arnold Jacobs, Siritzky general 
| manager, is attempting to line up 


deals with Local 802 of the Amer-| 
‘ican Federation of Musicians, and | 


| the International Alliance of The- 
| atrical Stage Employees. Indica- 
‘tions are that Jacobs has reached 
|no agreement with either union, 
'and at one point in the AFM ne- 
| gotiations, it was felt that project 
would be dropped. 
| Jacobs stated that prospects now 
| look good. 

House will undergo some altera- 
_tions before new policy is started. 
'Name acts will be spotted on bills. 





Billy Eckstine repeats at the Mil- 
lion Dollar, Los Angeles, March 8. 














However, 


| who was signed for the film. Miss| this week. He’ll handle theatres | 


This is the second wage hike 


| negotiated by the N. Y. branch, 
Prior to joining MCA, Edwards | board. First was on the club date 


} 


| 
| 


for | scale in N. Y. area. 


were carried 
Representa- 


Both negotiations 
on with the Artists 
tives Assn., Entertainment Man- 
agers Assn. and the Associated 
Agents of America. 





'Gardner’s N. Y. Cap Date 


| 


| 





Reginald Gardner has béen sign- 
ed for the Capitol theatre, starting 
April 21. 
in the USS. 

He'll be on the bill with Florence 
Desmond, Charles Fredericks and 
Lane and Claire. 


AGVA Revamps Scale 


It’s his first vaude date 
| 


led: around June. 


is on for him to play a week’s e 
gagement at Empire Music Hall. 
American acts also score i 
Edinburgh. Chico Marx launche 
his new British tour there. 
Fans who normally favor films i 








Two one-ni 
concert stands had been penciling 
in for Kaye in Glasgow, but deal 


n 
d 


n 


place of vaudeville are being won 


over to music-hall by increasing jp. 


flux of U. S. performers. 


Coinciding with Kaye’s run -at 
London Palladium will be Scot re. 
lease of his pic, “The Secret Life 


of Walter Mitty,” playing mam. 
moth Glasgow Odeon week of 
May 2. 





Gil Maison pacted for the Hip- 
podrome, Liverpool, for the sum. 


mer season. 








ely 








NICK LUCAS 


Currently 


KEN MURRAY'S BLACKOUTS 
Holly wood - 














Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


94th Week 


Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chieage 


Mgt.: IRV LEVIN 
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THE DAY DREAMERS 


“THE FABULOUS FOURSOME”’ 


CANADA’S TOP RADIO SHOW 


Sweet Caporal's "TALKING TO THE STARS" 


and Appearing at 


tured on 


L HOTEL, Montreal 
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1650 BROADWAY 
New York 19, N. ¥. 
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Atlantic City Must Perk Up Night 


_ Life to Survive as Resort, Sez Mayor 


7% 


Atlantic City, March 1. 

Back from a vacation at Miami, 
Mayor Joseph Altman said he is 
convinced that Atlantic City must 
offer more entertainment at night, 
both summer and winter, if the 
resort wants to hold up its rep as 
an amusement center. 

“People are -willing to spend if 
they get something for their 
money,” he said. “They are spend- 
ing $45 a day in Miami Beach ho- 
tels while here they complain 
about $18 rates. There the hotels 
and the cabarets are offering the 
pest in entertainment.” 

Atlantic City, the mayor said, 
must offer ‘entertainment at night 
“in the broadest sense.” 

He then pointed out the Florida 
resort has not only tops in enter- 
tainment but that the visitors can 
gamble at the dog tracks and the 
jai lai games. 

His reference to gambling linked 
with his other statements is taken 
as a hint that he would like a re- 
turn of the good old days when 
easinos flourished in every night 
elub, with big name acts drawing 
the crowds. As soon as the casinos 
were closed the names disappeared 
too. Night club operators now 
fear to take a chance with top acts 
without a casino. It’s no secret 
that Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis at 
the 500 Club last summer drew big, 
but not big enough to make the 
venture any too profitable. 

Back another season, Sophie 
Tucker had the same experience 
on the walk. She drew, and drew 
big, but there just wasn’t enough 
money being spent to make it a 


good deal. 
The mayor spoke after Frank 
Amstutz, Chamber of Commerce 


secretary, had been quoted as say- 
ing that Atlantic City didn’t need 
amusements. His theory was that 
the boardwalk and beach would 
still draw them. 





Phil Baker has cancelled out his 
Palmer House, Chicago, date be- 
cause of Roxy theatre, N. Y., date 
being moved up to March 18 or 25. 





| To Prior Pacts 


vv 


‘Handin Re-Elected Prez 
Of NVA For 13th Term 


Lou Handin was re-elected prexy 


of the National Variety Artists for | 


the 13th consecutive term at elec- 
tions held last week. Jack O’Brien 


| was named first veepee; Harry 
Jackson, second veepee; Rosa 
Crouch, secretary; Al Friedman, 


treasurer. 

Elected to the Board of Direc- 
tors for three year 
Bernard, Frank 
Jimmy Clark. 


Campbell and 


Skelton’s S. F. 
- Date Gives Brush 


The booking of Red Skelton into 
the RKO Golden Gate theatre, San 
Francisco, March 9, is expected to 
set off fireworks in several booking 
offices. Skelton prior to the war, 
was let out of dates at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., at $1,500, and the 
Earle, Washington, so he could 
accept a film pact with Metro. In 
| exchange he signed a stipulation 


; with the Paramount that he would 


play that house at $1,500 before 


| making any other personal appear- 


ances. Washington would be played 
afterward. 

It’s regarded that his acceptance 
of the Golden Gate engagement 
violates these stipulations. : 

What action will be taken by 
Paramount and Warners hasn’t 
been determined as yet. Metro, to 
whom Skelton is under contract, 
also has a stake in his vaude 


appearances. Comedian’s film pact | 


specifies that the Capitol, N. Y., 


is to get first choice when sub- 
mitted for N. Y. vaude appear- | 
ances. 


terms are Ben | 


Contino to Head New 
Horace Heidt Unit 


Dick Contino, winner of Horace 


| 


Heidt talent contest, will head a| 
unit starting April 28 at the Orien- | 


tal theatre, Chicago. 
accordionist, will have a band plus 
four or five acts from the Heidt 


, competitions. 
Contino recently broke away 
from Heidt but break was ad- 


justed by American Federation of 
Musicians. 


Lent, Taxes Cue 





of Lent 
and last minute income tax rush 
|are expected to give niteries a 
itemporary setback. N. Y. cafes 
have had an exceptionally good 
month’s business in February, at- 
|tributable to the warm weather 
|! which brought plenty of transient 
trade to midtown Manhattan. 
Downward business trend started 
| with Monday’s (28) snowfall, which 
made transportation difficult. Most 
cafes were deserted Monday night. 
However, this Lenten season 
may produce only two foldos at 
the most in New York. Majority 


Advent today (Wed.) 


Contino, an | 


Slump in N.Y. Cafes: 


of weak cafes shuttered during the | 
pre-Christmas slump, and most of | 


those now operating are in good 
shape. 


‘LOU WALTERS SETTLES 
CLAIM OF DANCER 


Latin Quarter’ boniface Lou 
Walters and.dancer Anita Alvarez 
arrived at a $1,550 settlement in a 
contract arbitration held Monday 
(28) at the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. Hearings were sus- 
pended midway and principals 
reached the $1,550 figure as being 
satisfactory to Miss Alvarez. 

Dancer was signed for the cur- 
rent L. Q. show for four weeks at 
$500 weekly. It was subsequently 
discovered that there was too much 
dancing in the layout and Miss Al- 
varez, 
Sally Keith, were let out. Miss Al- 
varez then pressed for the amount 
| of the contract. 





together with tassle-terper | 


AGVA May Cancel 


Chi Convention 


To Conserve Treasury's Coin 





Marion Hutton in Hosp, 


Rejoins Carson in D.C. 
Marion Hutton has temporarily 
withdrawn from the Jack Carson 
vaude unit, now playing the east. 


| Singer has entered a New Jersey 


hospital for a minor operation and 
expects to rejoin the unit at the 
Earle theatre, Washington, D. C., 
where it opens March 10. 

Miss Hutton will miss only the 
week at the Earle theatre, Phila- 
delphia, opening Thursday (3). She 
played Atlantic City with Carson 
over the past weekend and went 
into the hospital Monday (28) 
evening. 


AGVA Renews 
Confabs on Roxy 
Chorus Pay Hike 


Some headway is being made in 
the negotiations between the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y., and American Guild 
of Variety Artists. Roxy negotiation 
committee met Monday (28) with 
Dave Katz, Roxy manager. Latter 
offered one week’s vacation in four 
instead of the current five weeks of 
straight work, and a $5 increase in 
the starting minimum for chorus 
now set at $45. 

AGVA, it’s reported, 
to accept the vacation clause, but 
is asking for a $10 increase in 
starting minimum and $5 salary in- 
creases every six months until a 
maximum of $75 is reached. Roxy 
countered with offer of a $2.50 in- 





is inclined 


_crease until a $65 top scale is at- 


tained. About 65 chorus girls and 
boys are affected. 

AGVA had threatened to pull out 
shows from the Roxy when nego- 
tiations broke down three weeks 


| ago. 


+ 


American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists annual convention, slated for 
Chicago in June, may be called 
off in an effort to conserve union’s 
treasury. Question of whether its 
funds can stand the approximate 
$20,000 cost of running the con- 
fab is being mulled by Guild top- 
pers. 

So far there’s a sharp division 
of opinion on the matter. One 
group within the union feels that 
the meet at this stage of 
AGVA’s development is not neces- 
sary, and all problems that would 
ordinarily arise at the conven- 
tion could be met at the March 7 
meeting of the national board. 


Others think that the problem 
of television jurisdiction and some 
changes in the union’s governing 
structure demands a full conven- 
tion this year. 

If convention is postponed, it’s 
felt that a different interim ruling 
policy will be necessary. It’s like- 
ly that the national board meet- 
ings will have to be called more 
frequently and should that be de- 
cided upon, it’s seen that any sav- 
ing by the Chi meet’s postponment 
would be eaten up by these cone 
fabs. 

The 
meeting 
and final 
down then. 

Some criticism has been leveled 
against the national board meet 
because the union is only paying 
expenses of those on the executive 
committee. Others are coming at 
their own expense. ° 


March 7 national board 
will study fhe situation 
word will be handed 








Friars Honor Violinsky 


Solly Violinsky, klabiash kibitzer, 
Friars’ frolicker and raconteur ex- 
traordinaire, was guest of honor 
at a “coming out” party tendered 
him by the Friars at their N. Y. 
clubhouse Saturday (26) to cele- 
brate Violinsky’s recent discharge 
from Polyclinic hospital. 

The Friars also presented a gold 
watch to Violinsky. 




















“Packed Them In And Gave a Great Show’ 


—TED COOK, MGR., 


Club 


GIL LAMB 


“Room was crowded throughout the Lamb engagement. . . . Drawing 
power and comedic talents which have enriched vaudeville, films and 
musical comedies, are a natural for a big club like the Carnival... . 
Scores repeatedly with eccentric dancing and gyrations, clowning and 
gags... .Material right up to snuff... .” 
—Variety, Feb. 23, 1949. 


SMASH HIT IN TELEVISION 

Gil Lamb’s great comedy values in motion pictures 
are perfect for TV as proven by his success on 
TEXACO STAR THEATRE, ARTHUR GODFREY SHOW, 

DON LEE THEATRE HOUR, telecasts on WBKB, Chicago, others 


Currently at ADAMS THEATRE, Newark 


Est 


Ke 


1898 


Carnival, Mpls. 


Exclusive Management: 


Chicago _ Beverly Hills 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, 
New York 





Inc. 
London 














eS 





2 1 at 


Oe ates 


54 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 2, 1949 





Night Club Reviews 


Wedgwood Room, N. 


Y. | nostalgia interspersed with a suf- 
| 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA) | Berent quotient of current pops. 


Carl Brisson, Emil Coleman and 
Mischa Borr orchs; $2 cover. 





Carl Brisson makes his debut at 
the Waldorf-Astoria’s Wedgwood 
Room and is repeating with same 
resounding click as he has mani- 
fested in the top class and mass 
bistros and hotels in this country 
and Canada in recent years. (Of 





course, it was his prestige in his | 
native Denmark, and later in Eng- | 


land, that firs: brought him to Hol- |makes it sound better than “and-| personality—these are his main at- 


lywood for Paramount in the ’30s). | 

Brisson is the personification of | 
a time-tested showmanship that is| 
undeniable and durable. It defies 
the tide of years and the trends | 
of come-lately fads. Fundamentally 
it brings a romantic, show-wise 
singing personality back time and 
again because, having an awareness 
of ever-shifting song fashions, the 
seasoned trouper knows how to ad- | 
minister his wares. Brisson again 


| him a mobility that naturally is an | what’s more important, how to sell 
proves thet here at the Walsers, | improvement over the anchored-to- | jt. P 


tention as a saloon singer at the 
Versailles several years ago. At 
that time this reporter dubbed him | 
“the older girl’s Sinatra.” It’s rea- 
sonable to assume that some of the 
then Sinatra fans have outgrown 
their bobbysox and _ graduated 
nearer to the Brisson league in 
the appreciation of more adult 
song stylings. 

Wisely, Brisson dispenses his 


~ erent acter 


as he did when first coming to <4 




















3 


MEMO: 


It is generally concurred that 
those peoples advertising them- 
selves for hire at publique ex- 
hibitions, possess an abun- 
dance of original talent and « 
high ability to entertain. 


Regards, 
BILLY BISHOP. 


P.S.—to Variety composing 
room; Please underline above 
last ten words, if no addi- 
tional charge. Thanks. Bish. 








He breaks it up with characteristic 
interludes like “Old Lamplighter, 
strikes an unadulterated woo pitch 


with “Cigaret Burning” and “Pink | 


Cocktail,” knows when to interject 
his Danish fol-de-rol, frequently 
enlisting his loyal countrymen for 
a little audience-participation, and 
then always has that surefire med- 
ley of songs he made _ famous: 
“Beer Barrel Polka,” “Kiss Your 
Hand Madame,” etc. He even 


then-I-wrote.” 
If his style is slightly bombastic 


that’s his showmanship. Few per-' 


formers, and that takes in the 


Cepacabana, N. Y. 


Phil Regan, Irwin Corey, The 
Szonyis (2), Paul Godkin, Tattlers 
(4), Linda Lombard, Herb George, 
Michael Durso Orch, Fernando Al- 
|vares Latin Band; $3.50 minimum. 





Phil Regan, as the darlin’ of the 
dolls, remains an amazing cafe 
personality. Heading a bill that in- 
cludes a mostly holdover produc- 
tion, Regan is charming his Copa 
‘audiences to a fare-thee-well in a 
sock demonstration of how to win 
friends and influence people. 

That infectious Irish smile, his 
good looks and a disarming boyish 





'tributes, and they go a long way 
towards rendering defenseless those 
captious enough to point up what 
is really a thin though pleasant 


West End drawing-room comedy |tenor voice. There are a couple of 
set, wear tails and topper better | principals in routining that Regan 
than the great Dane, who is an 1m-| violates, but that doesn’t matter. 
posing broth of a man. Few know | He had to beg off, when caught, 
how to handle the mike better, and| after more than a half hour. 
Brisson’s now stylized manner of |Corny? Maybe, but that’s obviously 
employing the portable hand mike, ‘by design, because Regan knows 
which he cups so skillfully, gives|the value of commercial corn and, 


| click, 
| brand of dansapation as the alter- 


Wedgwood 


the-mike singers. Brisson also has 
added certain effective tricks, such 
as violin obligatos, better use of his 
lights, etc. And he also has an 
able assist from his own accom- 
panist who maestros the Emil Cole- 
man band, in the background, to 
great musical results. Coleman al- 
ways was the performer’s delight 
as a musical backer-upper, but even 
with the maestro off the podium, 
since the piano accompanist thus 
officiates, the house band does 
right well by Brisson. 

Coleman has been here the ma- 
jor portion of this season and after 


| Brisson’s five weeks he will hit the | obvious charm. While it’s the kind 


road to the Coast again, returning 
next fall. Mischa Borr continues to 
likewise, with his standard 


nate combo. 

The  large-capacity 
may not be the ideal room for a 
theoretically intimate performer 
like Brisson, but p.a. amplification 
has removed that as a show busi- 
ness hazard. Besides, it so hap- 
pened that this reviewer caught 
Brisson in the even larger Cocoa- 
nut Grove of L.A.’s Ambassador 
last month, and that miniature 
Madison Square Garden of a hotel 
restaurant is probably the toughest 
for any performer. The Grove’s 
900 capacity compares with the 
Wedgwood Room’s 400. Abel. 



































"BLACKOUTS" and a season 
of 1948" 


MARK LEDDY 





THE RUDELLS 


Comedy 
On a Trampoline 


| ‘ 
| He does such numbers as “Grand 


‘Night for Singing,” then “Toora 
Loora,” followed by “It’s Magic,” 
all three of which are his starters 
and practically of the same pace. 
Then a cute rhythm novelty, fol- 
lowed by “Whiffenpoof Song,” 
“Blue Heaven” and other oldies, 
plus the usual Irish tunes with 
which he (and practically every 
|Irish tenor) has become associated. 


One of Regan’s main stocks in 
trade is that he’s an obvious per- 
sonality for the gals without trying 
|to be toe cute or turning on the 





‘of boyish personality that the 
{women love, what’s probably 
|equally as important is that the! 
|men don’t resent him either. 


Two additional acts to this bill 
jare Irwin Corey and the Szonyis, 
| Continental brother-sister ballroom 
team. With Regan, they replace 
|outgoing headliners Mitzi Green, 
|Carl Ravazza and the Barrys. 


| Corey is occasionally funny with 
\his “professor” turn as he goes into 
\“discussions” of varied subjects. 
|For a spot like the Copa, the need 
| is for a faster, more brash type of 
|comic, not one with the subtlety | 
|that Corey tries to project. And 
frequently Corey can be even too 
|dirty for a cafe. 


really cooks on special material 
tunes, “All The Men In My Life” 
and “Snatch and Grab It.’ 
Martin Barnett, youthful magi- 
cian, offers the usual card tricks, 
chain cigarette puffing, but has a 
novel ending with his six alarm 
clocks, drawn out of a hat, and 
which ring simultaneously when 
placed on a rack. Mel Cole orch 
does expert job of backing the 
acts and for the rhumba addicts 
Pancho’s band brings them on the 
floor. Zabe. 


Clique Club, N. Y. 


Charlie Barnet Orch (14) with 
Bunny Briggs; J. C. Heard Trio, 
Ray Stapleton; admission 90c., min- 
imum $2 weekdays, $2.50 weekends. 





Broadway’s latest bebop empo- 
rium, the Clique Club, which be- 
gan the policy last December, re- 
ceived a fresh marquee lure last 
week when Charlie Barnet’s new 
combo moved into the premises. 
His is a lively crew that found 
favor with the customers. Orch 
is reviewed under Band Reviews. 


Quite similar to the rival Royal 
Roost, a few blocks down the 
street, the Clique is emulating its 
competitor with a door admission 
charge for those who don’t fancy 


Le, 


El Chice, N. Y. 


Rosita Rios, Damiron & 
seaux, Cristina & Moll, Ting Root 
rez, Trio Los Guaracheros. En. 
rique Vizcaino Orch; $3 minimum, 





As nitery casualties oc 

the come-latelies experience in 
turn to normal economic hazards__ 
blue Monday, slow Tuesday, great. 
weekends-only, etc.—it’s apparent 
that the bistros with a definite 
character cai. best buck the tides 
El Chic. is one of these. A class 
Latin nitery, easily the foremost 
of its kind, a 20-year fixture at its 
Sheridan Square location in Green. 
wich Village, boniface Benito Col- 
lada insures its appeal with judi- 
| ciously selected entertainment. He 
culls from Spain and the Latin 
countries, and invariably comes up 
with a tiptop variety, Latin in char. 
| acter’ but each individually char. 
| acteristic, according to its locale. 

| Rosita Rios is back as headliner 
| with her well-schooled voice. She 
|has trained down and is quite 
isvelte, with vocalisthenics to match 
| Cristina & Moll are from Madrid 
and click with their flamenco dan- 
ces, introducing a new style of 
vigorous hard-shoe terping. Dam- 
iron & Chapuseaux are from Santo 
Domingo, but evidence close study 
of American disk and rhythm 











the higher-priced tables where the 
minimum applies. Admish tap gives | 
a payee space in a railed off section | 
to the left of the bandstand proper. 
He may just sit and listen or if 
a Gan walk to an adjacent | 

ar. | 


Aside from Barnet the spot has 
J. C. Heard’s Trio as a relief unit, 
along with warbler Ray Stapleton. 
Comprising piano and bass with 
Heard on the drums, the trio obvi- | 
ously has talent but when caught | 
the threesome played indifferently. | 
Heard does a fair job on the skins | 
and also vocals most of the num- | 
bers in so-so fashion. 


Stapleton is a mediocre singer 
who baritoned three tunes when | 
caught. He’s okay with “Devil and 
the Deep Blue Sea,” but his voice 
proved too cloying on “I Cover 
the Waterfront” and “Stella by 
Starlight.” By showing more ani- 
mation and omitting his constant 
=. of the mike, his stint 
would e helped considerably. 
Brief conference with Heard be- 





‘fore going on could also be shelved. | 


Presumably this was to iron out! 





| Giselle and Francois Szonyi are | 
in America only recently, and they | 
have showed remarkable sales im- | 
provement since they appeared in 
the fall at the now-closed Le Direc- | 
toire. They are a trickster team 
mostly but show considerable ballet | 
|training. They’re very effective, | 
|revealing remarkable precision and 
jtechnique, but their costuming 
could still be improved. The audi- | 
jence went big for them. - | 


Paul Godkin is in the 
numbers, an effective interpreta- | 
ieee dancer; The Tattlers are a/| 
‘mixed quartet of singers, and they, | 
along with Linda Lombard and 
‘Herb George, also singers, comprise | 
\the production personnel. 
| Michael Durso’s orch plays for 
\the show and the patron dancing, 
and he does well by each. Fernan- 
do Alvares’ orch handles the Latin 
rhythms neatly. Kahn. 


roduction | 











| Vine Gardens, Chi 
| 


Chicago, Feb. 28. 
| . Phil Foster, Ginger Kinney, Jes- | 
sie Rosella, Martin Barnett, Mel | 
| Cole Orch (4), Pancho Combo (4); | 
| $2.50 minimum, cover 50c. 





| Vine Gardens has upped its! 
| budget and is trying to compete | 
| with the upper bracket bistros. 

With a little revision in its lineup, | 
| northside small-seater nitery may | 

make the grade. In its present | 
| show it has two strong attractions, 
| Phil Foster and Ginger Kinney. 


Foster, while using the same 
_ basic routines as when last around, 
| has interjected more topical mate- | 
rial and delivers with polish. His | 
| delineations of cafegoers, theatre | 
/ushers, a barber and tailor ring | 
true. His bit about the bookie view- | 
|ing a western film has the audience | 
|chuckling. With the band playing | 





“That Old Gang of Mine,” comic | 
goes into his standard bit about 


his former pals and their tribula- | 
tions. Number is built up for sock | 
returns. 


Ginger Kinney displays thorough 


| 


Currently ROXY. New York 


Thanks to SAM RAUCH 


Returning to the East, after one year with Ken Murray's 


Direction 


|terp training, in fast and flashy 
| tapstering. Youngster does continu- 
ous spins despite the small stage, | 
,although much of her fine foot- | 
work is lost to many of the seat-| 
holders, due to poor lighting and | 
‘lack of elevation. In her “Donke 
Serenade” encore, she wins addi-| 
tional salvos. 

Jessie Rosella takes a while to | 
get in the groove with her song. 
offerings. She fails to hold the' 





with "SKATING VANITIES 


. 
. 


LEON NEWMAN 








details as to his accompaniment. i] 


Gilb. 


(Continued on page 55) 


IN’49 | 
IT'S 


The Amazing Mr. 


BALLANTINE 























Trampoliningly Yours 


Paul & Paulette Trio 


Opening for Extended Run 
M 


arch 8 
THUNDERBIRD HOTEL 
Las Vegas, Nevada 





e/e Leu Cehan, 203 N. Wabash, Chicage 
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WHEN The Tap 


WIN 








Stop the 


"Stop the Music!" 


— STOPPED! 


AND 


DIANE 


at Every Performance on 
“STOP THE MUSIC!" Unit 





Dance Team of 


TON 





Show — 





* NOWONTOUR * 





545 Fifth Avenue . 





audience with her torch tunes, but. 


Personal Representative: 


JULES ZIEGLER 


MUrray Hill 2-2080 











New York, N. Y. 
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WARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF MARCH 2 





connection with bills below indicate o i 
<prev whether full or split week. * 987 of show 
dicates circuit: (1) Independent; (1) L . 
(8) Stoll; (W) Warner; OOw 3 


(M) Moss; 


(WR) Walter Reade 











wew YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 3 
sammy Kaye ore 
Harvey Stone 
olsen & Joy 
Music Hall (1) 
paul Haakon 
June Winters 
jan Carney 
ida Da Valle 
penald & Rudy 
andrew Linstrom 
Tony Starman 
kettes 
rae de Ballet 
sym Ore 
Syiramount (P) 28 
puddy Rich Bd 
Mel Torme ; 
Henny Youngman 
4 Step Bros 
peCastro Sis 
Roxy (1) 1 
Rudy Vallee 
Rudells 
Maurice Rocco 
Morey Amsterdam 
Cecilia Colledge 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) 3 
Peter Lorre 
Ken Whitmer 
vy & G Haydock 
State (1) 3-5 
J & V Cook 
Tommy King 
Miles Bell 
B Yolanda Co 
6-9 


3 


Nathane Bros 
Sally Marr 
Great Lester 
CAMDE 
Towers (I) 4-6 
Arthur LeFleur 
Wallace & Michel 
Wilkkey & Dare 
Jack Waldron 
Youman Bros & 
Frances 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 2 
Lawrence Welk Bd 
Minevitch 
Harmonica R’sc’ls 


y 
Oriental 
“arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts” 
Co Stoopnagle 
Bernie George 
3 Beaus & Peep 
Bennie Desmond 
Alan Schackner 
Elizabeth Talbot- 


Mary Osborne 


George Guest Cubby Newsom 
Na on Reed Cozy Cole Ore 
Carl Sands Ore Dusty Fletcher 
DAYTON | Mara Kim 
Keith’s (R) 3 | Frankie Que 
Phil Spitalny Ore YOUNGSTOWN 
HARTFORD Palace (i) 7-9 
State (i) 3 | Ink Spots 
“Stop the Music” Boyd Raeburn Orc | 
Bob Russell } Pann Merriman 
Gloria Elwood Frank Marlow 
BRITAIN 
BRIGHTON | Schaller Bros 
Hippodrome (M) 28 Wally Wood 
Hal Mack Co Eva May Wong 
Max Miller | Raydjni 
Pilloyd & Betty | LEICESTER 
e Palace (S) 28 
Dolaire Harry Lest Cc 
Senor Carlos Ch ry nee a e 
Van Dock ris Sands 


Jose Moreno Co 

2 Maxwells 

Maida 3 

CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 28 

Jack Train 

Buster Shaver Co 

Briants 

L Clifford & Freda 

Hackford & Doyle 

Claude Lester 

B & E Day 

Pauiine & Eddie 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 28 

Balmoral 4 

Reginald Dixon 

Nelson Lloyd 

Max Bacon 

Wullie Lindsay 

Roger Ra 

Henrl Vadden Co 
Ty Mooney 

Victor King 

Anita 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 28 


Ralph Slater 
Alan Clive 
Gipsys 3 
Cromweils 
Wright & Marion 
GLASGOW 
agolre, (M) 28 
eedman 
B > Jr 
ord 
é ly ell 
Kemble Bros 
alter Jackson 
Charles Co 
Geraldo Bd 
8 HACKNEY 
Joe pire ($) 28 


Ore 
Morris & Cowley 


Ed Fisher 


| Winton & Dianne 
| Guy Marks 








| 
| 
| 
| 





Original 


Gautiers 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 2 
Wilfred Mae 3 
Marie Neglia 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Raye Motte & 
Pedro 
NEWARK 
Adams (I) 3 


Woody Herman Orc 
| Brother 


Bones 
Pat Henning 
Geneve Dorn 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 4-6 
R & M Norman 
George Moore 
Glenn & Jenkins 
tob Sydney 


| Sherman Bros & 


| 


Tessie 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (i) 3 
Amateur 
Hour Winners 
Earle (W) 4 
Jack Carson Unit 
Robt Alda 
Bob Sweeney 
Hal March 
Geo Mann 
Emerald Sis 
READING 
Rajah (1) 3-5 
Art Mooney Orc 
J & B Kean 
Virginia Lee 


Sid Krofft 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 4-6 


“B’way Capers” 
Tien-Tsi-Lui Trp 
Rand & Raymond 


| Yonelli 
The Dearo-s 


Jimmy Lee 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 3-6 


The Karolis 


Duke Alden 
Margie Taylor 
Tune Tattlers 
Charles Althoff 
Bricklay’s 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 3 
Billy Brandt 


June Lorraine 


Angie Bond 3 


Stan Kavangh 


Howard (i) 4 
Earl Bostic Bd 


Roy Brown Co 


Bijou & Carol 
B & M Konyot 
P O'Farrell Co 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 28 
D Henderson Jr 
Chico Marx 
D B Stuart 
Tovarich Trp 
Walter Niblo 
V Julian Pets 
Rex & Bessie 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 28 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Josef Locke 
3 Shades 
Forbes & Barrie 
George Meaton 
Freddie 
Paul King 
Louise’s Animals 
Nicky Tymga 4 
Freda Wyn 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 28 
Aqua Revuette 
Frogmen 
Air Aces 
Charih Indra 
Piet Van Brechts 


Collins & Elizabeth 


Allen Bros & June 
Gerry Deader 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 28 
Tatterhall & 
Vera Lynn 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
Stainless Stephen 
Lester Sharpe 
Iris 
Alec Pleon 
Dorothy Gray Co 
Charles Wood 
Krandon & Karna 


Jerry 





il Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Doroth Matelle 





Ignacio Bola 

Dave Martin Ore 
Casino Russe 

Emile Boreo 

S. Wojiekowska 

Constance Melodie 


Diamond Horseshoe | 


Benny Rubin 


Lucienne & Ashour 


Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 


Juenger Ballet Line 


Hotel 
Cardini 
Florence & 

Frederic 
Stanley Melba Orc 


Pierre 


Ralph Lane Ore 


| Leon & Eddie’s Hotel Statier 


! 
Tony Pastor Ore 


seate Davis Hotel Plaza 
oe mae | Gracie Fields 
eae " | Leo Reisman Ore 
ewe: | Mark Monte Ore 
|  O’Connor 


Payson Re Ore 
Nycola Matthey Or 
Le Perroquet 

Hugh Shannon 
Deane Carroll 
Marvin Raymer 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Bibi Osterwaid 


Boyd Heath 

S & B Stevens 

Shepard Line 
Old Roumanian 

Sadie Banks 

Jan Bart 

Rex Owen 


Dorothy Deering G , 
y ,00dmz t 
Joanne Florio ‘Miteened 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 3 Riffs 
D’Aquila Ore M 
Mike Brown 
Hotel Savoy Plaza | Norman Paris 3 
L & E Roberts Julius Monk 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft . Havana-Madrid 
Vincent Lopez Orc uaen Diamonds 
Hotel Warwick a v€ rto & Alicia 
Jose Melis Ore Mildred Ray Line 


Quintero Orc 
Argueso Ore 
Hotel Belmont-Pliaza 
Ames Bros 
} Viola Layne 
R & B Pickert 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Gordon Currie 


Nancy Andrews 

Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
Archie Robbins 
David Nillo 
Maria Karnilova 
Steffen-Martell 8 
Elissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 


Clique | Hotel Edison 
Fred Robbins | Henry Jerome Ore 
| Charlie Barnet Ore | No 1 Fifth Ave 
Copacabana Owen & Murray 
Phil Regan Barbara Ashley 
| Irwin Corey Hazel Webster 
| F & S Barry Downey & Fonville 
| Linda Lombard Hotel Ambassador 
| Herb George Fred Oliver Ore 
Paul Godkin William Adler Ore 
Skyriders William Scotti 


Royal Roost 
Billy Eckstine 
Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 


| M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 

} China Doll 
Ming & Ling 

| Florence Ahn 


Shanghai Twins Spivy’s 
Paddy Wing Kelly & Keating 
| Noro Morales Ore Spivy 
| Jose Curbello Orc | Versailles 
| Line (7) George Ulmer 

El Chico Bob Grant Ore 


Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Lucky §teel 
Margie Thom 
Harold Barry 


Rosita Rios 

| Damiron & 
Chapuseaux 

| Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 


Vizcaino Ore Kennys 
Hotel St Moritz Abbey Albert 
| Erwin Kent Ore Piute Pete ¢ 


Village Vanguard 

Maxine Sullivan 

Roger Price 

C Williams 

Chitisson 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Carl Brisson 

Emil Coleman Ore 

Mischa Borr Orc 


| Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt | 
| Guy Lombardo 
| Hotel New Yorker | 
| G Benedict Orc 
Ice Revue 





CHICAGO 


| Ed_ Prentiss 
| Bill Snyder 
| John Kriza 
Honey Dreamers 
Hotel Stevens 
Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Tommy Traynor 
Neil Rose 
Jean Arlen 
Meryl Baxter 


Blackhawk 

Al Trace Ore 
Bob Vincent 
Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 
Dave DeVore 
Lee Pines 

Hotel Bismark 
The Maximes (2) 
Charles & Janet 


Ore 


Joe Isbell 4 
Joe DeSalvo Ore Skating Blvdears 
Bog Turk 
Helsings : 
Gary Morton | org 
Savina pee y 


Charles & Lucille 
Jerry Rehfield 
| Manuel Del Toro 


Tu-Tones (2) 
4 agar — o 
illy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach Elwood Carl 
Henry Brandon Orc | Palmer House 
Carlos & Linda | Barclay Allen O 
Mary Ann Fedele Victor Borge 
Preston Lambart | M Abbott Ders (10) 
D Hild Dancers (12) | The Roulettes 





Tabu Jimmy Carroll 
Tito Coral Blackstone 
Chez Paree A & D Russell 
Joey Bishop La Salle Ore (14) 
J Cole Dancers (6) Vine Gardens 
Mary Small Bobby Shelton 
Jack Soo June Burnett 


Bob Norris 

W & J Brown 
Nelson & O’Day 
Silver Frolics 
Sylvia Froos 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (4) 
Bud Prentice Orc 


Dorben Dners (10) 
J Rodriquez Orc 
C Davidson O (11) | 
Sherman Hotel 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Blossom Lee 
Harry Hall 
Kirby Hawks 


SIMPP on Decree 


Continued from page 5 
terms for their 


























possible rental 
films. It had been holding 
counsel, Robert J. Rubin, in the 
east for the past four weeks await- 
ing the Par decree so he could 
make a quick study of it in the five- 
day interval before it was present- 
ed to the court. His brother-in-law 
died last week, however, and he 
was forced to fly back to the Coast, 
which meant the decision not to 
make an appearance tomorrow was 
made there in consultation with 
Arnall and SIMPP leaders. 

“The opportunities for inde- 
pendent producers are excellent, 
Arnall declared. “The fight on mo- 
nopoly is bearing fruit. Divorce- 
ment is a step forward. The fight 
against greedy and arrogant mo- 
nopolies with the motion picture 


ness is to thrive.” 

Arnall disclosed that several new 
applications for SIMPP member- 
ship had been received in the past 
week, but refused to disclose 
names. They are believed to have 





its 


industry must go on if the busi-| 


| been from the Skirball-Manning 
| unit at RKO and the Screen Plays 
_and Sam Bischoff units at United 
Artists. 

Harking back to the difference 
of opinion between SIMPP and 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
execs on the extent to which the 
U. S. State Dept. should be asked 
to aid the industry abroad, Arnall 
stated: “I am of the opinion that 
the Government should utilize the 
} powerful medium of quality Amer- 
_ican motion pictures in selling de- 
mocracy to the world. To that end 
I am hopeful our State Dept. will 
actually deal directly with foreign 
governments in the matter of the 


flow and distribution of American 

pictures in foreign markets.” 
Arnall, who had been on the 

Coast about a week for hush-hush 


confabs with indie producers, was 
on his way back to New York this 
week via Louisville, Ky., where he 
had private business. He’ll set up 
headquarters in the International 
Building in Radio City. 


New Aets 


RONNY GRAHAM 
Songs, Comedy 

23 Mins. 

Cafe Society, N.Y. 

Ronny Graham is an enterpris- 
ing young comic who, with better 
material, might be ripe for better 
things. He works somewhat simi- 
larly to Dwight Fiske, playing the 
ivories in accomp to his comedy 
songs. His numbers have a wide 
range. 


He does mostly recitative stories. 
| For instance, one on a user of ben- 
| zedrene; another on “how he loves 
|to see mother work,” plus takeoff 
/on “Elsie the Cow.” He was on 
| for 23 minutes when caught, most- 
|ly because the audience wouldn’t 

let him off. 


| Graham has a nice manner, and 
| he depends considerably on a con- 
tortive face for his comedy. He 
should, however, dress a little more 
| conservatively for a club, that pow- 
der-blue suit and loud tie being 
somewhat out of sorts. Kahn. 











| 
| 
| 


| CECILIA COLLEDGE 
| Ice Skating 

| 7 Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. 

Cecilia Colledge, a British skat- 
|ing champ on her first U. S. date, 
| impresses as being versed in a wide 
variety of rink capers. She has a 
good assortment of routines and 
some okay tricks to punch up her 
offering. 

Unfortunately, Miss Colledge 
impresses as being unaccustomed 
'to the comparatively small confines 
/of a vaudeville stage. Tall femme 
works as though she were getting 
up enough power for a glide across 
'a king-sized rink, and it’s prob- 
able that her work is more effec- 
| tive on larger surfaces. 
| At the Roxy her glides are chop- 
py and a staccato effect is achieved 
where one of grace is essential. 
| More work on smaller floors before 
| hitting the Roxy would have pre- 
pared her for theatre work. Jose. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., March 1. 


Vaudeville came back with a 
bang at the local Pontiac theatre. 
The first vaude show in eight years 
drew capacity audiences and _ it 
looks like flesh shows are set for 
the future here. Bill comprised 
The Marcos, Diane Baron, Alson 
& Young, Bob Sergent and Clem- 
ens, Billings & Co. 

Johnny Jones, roller-skater and 
former Rogerite who graduates 
here, shot in for annual checkup. 
He drew an all-clear and left for 
Hartford to resume work. 

' Princess Elda Benedict former- 
ly curing at the Rogers, now doing 
nicely at the Raybrook, N. Y., san- 
atorium. 

Dr. Irving Ross, ex-Rogerite 
medico, in from N. Y. C. with his 
frau to attend the bobsled races. 

Robert Paquale, former Warner 
Bros. manager in Philly, and Helen 
Grupp, a Will Rogers staffer, to 
be married in June. 

Eugenie Reed, legit actress, back 
to the Rogers recuping from thor- 
acoplasty operation. 

Dr. William Stern, Rogers med- 
ico, to N. Y. C. to attend lectures 
at the Cornell Medical Center. 

Julia Kaufhold planed in from 
Harrisburg to bedside husband, 
Charlie Kaufhold, recuping from 
recent operation. 

Doris Carey, newcomer here, 
has been upped for film shows. 


| Write to those who are ill. 
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EI Chieo, N. Y. 
styles. They are two men, the 
pianist being an_ extraordinary 
ivory tickler, and his pard is up 
front for the maracas tempo and 
personality stuff. Tina Ramirez 
rounds it out with classical Spanish 
dance specialties, a lighter inter- 
lude but adequate for the entr’acte. 
Cuisine matches the show in qual- 
ity. bel. 


- 


Persian Room. 8S. F. 
(SIR FRANCIS DRAKE HOTEL) 
San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
“Show Time at the Persian 
toom,” featuring Joey Rardin, Ben 
Yost’s Singing Colleens, line (5); 


Bob Frellson, Rosalie Prosch. 
Produced by Larry Allen. Lyle 
Bardo’s Orch (12). 

This sprightly floorshow has a 
line of well trained, niftily cos- 


tumed, good-looking girls who offer 
a brace of routines for neat re- 
turns. 

| Featured spot is held by Joey 
| Rardin, hard punching comic, 
| whose songs fit well with his em- 
|ceeing and patter. Aping of musical 
instruments and auto horn noises 
get over, though mostly familiar 
stuff. Carbon on Jimmy Cagney, 
whom Rardin resembles, pays off in 
a medley of Geo. M. Cohan songs, 
such as Cagney did in the biopic, 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy.” 

Ben Yost’s Singing Colleens (5) 
click with femme appeal and ade- 
quate harmonizing of ‘‘Wiffenpoof 
Song,” South American Way,” “Or- 
chids in the Moonlight,” “Babalu’”’ | 
and “Accentuate the Positive.” Get | 
over, nicely, though stereotyped | 
format could be brightened by even 
heftier response. 

Ballroom dancing by Bob Frell- 
son and Rosalie Prosch, whose tap- 
ping and strutting scores, is high- 
light of “Dark Town Strutters 
Ball” finale in which the line and 
Rardin wrap up the breezy stanza. | 
Lyle Bardo’s orch backs show in| 
capable fashion. Ted. | 


Diamond Horseshoe, 
N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
| Billy Rose’s excursions into the 
past have boomed his ornate dun- 
geon in the Paramount hotel into 
one of the most profitable ventures 
on the Stem. There’s always 
enough tourists coming in on the 
basket-party plan to pay expenses 
plus. Talent costs aren’t hurculean 


and the low upkeep of the fiddle | 


, brigade makes it inevitable that 
this institution shows a continual 
profit even when a half-house or 
less shows up. 
Monday’s (28) opening of Benny 
Rubin and Lucienne and Ashour 
wasn’t one of the most crowded be- 
cause of the snowstorm, but enough 
tourists showed up to prove that‘ 
“Violins Over Broadway” is still an 
enchanting item for the _ out-of- 
towners. The additional spice pro- 
vided by Rubin and the fast adagio 
twin of the Clifford C. Fischer im- | 
|ports of several years ago, is suf- 
‘ficient to keep the spot going on a 
'profitable basis at least until Rose 
|and Eleanor Holm (Mrs. Rose) re- 
‘turn from an extended trip around 
ithe world. 
| Rubin is the third comic to punc- 


| tation 


/saloon circuit. 
|at a comparatively low budget that 





[ Night Club Reviews | 





tuate the present layout since the 
Horseshoe instituted its catgut con- 
cert. Rubin’s predecessors, Henny 
Youngman and Al Bernie, almost 
immediately came to the vonclusion 
that old jokes they’ve done so well 
with for many years are just right 
for the congregations here. Rubin 
attacks the problem of making good 
here with the same strategy and 
comes out way ahead. Rubin re- 
lived the Jate war in a couple of 
yarns and came up with some tales 
that have becomes classics through 
familiarity. But to the majority of 
the patronage here, they’re fresh 
and lively. Rubin charms his way 
through with a series of character 
stories and a mite of terping. He 
doesn’t miss in any direction and 
he’s strong at the finish. 

Lucienne and Ashour have some 
body-punishing adagio antics for 
the tourists. Ashour is now work- 
ing with a new Lucienne, but the 
routine is the same. Male commits 
mayhem on the female with better 
than routine tricks and winds up 
with the femme batting him all 
over the floor. They’re excellently 
received. 

The rest of the show is showing 
some. slight signs of wear, under- 
standable inasmuch as this produc- 
tion is in its second year. Many in 
the troupe seem a little jaded at 
the proceedings, but the ballet 
work is still fresh and Harold Sand- 
ler still gets some soulful interpre- 
in his concertmeistering. 
Alverez Manolo Mera with his 
Spanish songs and the ballet work 
of Janice Cioffo and Jack Gansert 
are still lively. 

But the few defects still do not 
detract from the fact that it’s still 
one of the smarter displays on the 
Any show designed 


can fill a king-sized spot for more 
than a year is certainly beyond 
criticism from a commercial stand- 
point. Jose. 





Cafe Society, N. Y. 
Dave Martin 4, Pete Johnson, 


Ronny Graham, Mildred Bailey; 
$3.50 minimum. 


| Barney Josephson’s Greenwich 


| Village spot continues its policy 
of introducing new performers 


mixed with veterans, and the cur- 
rent layout along this vein finds 
newcomer Ronny Graham (New 
Acts) sharing the billing with Pete 
Johnson, the boogie-woogie pianist, 
and songstress Mildred Bailey. 

Otherwise, Miss Bailey still gar- 
ners her share of the applause with 
her unique selling of blues and 
| standard rhythms, with the _ in- 
| evitable “Rockin’ Chair” as her 
| payoff. A fixture in the intimate 
| cafes these many years, Miss Bai- 
‘ley is dcing her usual numbers, the 
sort of stuff that the customers 
still apparently want. 


Johnson, one of the original of 
the boogie-woogies, smashes over 
with his hot piano that, soon as he 
sits down at the stool, wins over 
the customers. 

Dave Martin’s instrumental quar- 
tet has an inning or two, with the 
leader at the piano, and they pound 
out some highly rhythmic music. 
Martin’ also handles the introduc- 
tions neatly. Kahn. 
—3 
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Roxy, N. Y¥. 

Rudy Vallee, Morey Amsterdam, 
Maurice Rocco, Rudells (3), Ceci- 
ej lia Colledge, Bruce & Joan, Gae 
i Foster line, H. Phil Spitalny Cho- | 
rus, Paul Ash Orch; “Down to the 
= Sea.in Ships” (20th), reviewed in 
i VARIETY Feb. 16, ’49. | 


j 





The succession of strong shows | 
at the Roxy seems to have come 
; to a temporary halt with the cur-| 
rent edition. It may be that Danny 
. Kaye is a hard guy to follow, but 
i it's more probable that there’s no 
strong focal point in the new lay- 
out to warrant production staff to 
extend itself as it has on previous 
shows. 

Name value is vested in Rudy 
Vallee and Morey Amsterdam. The 
crooner of circa 1929 is currently 
a hot*item in these environs, hav- 
ing recently completed a highly! 
successful stand at the Latin Quar- 
ter and has been doing a series of 
video appearances which have en- 
hanced his standing at the box- 
office. Vallee does an abbreviated 

dition of the act he did at the 
.Q, which is okay for appearance 
here. There are moments of hu-! 
mor, nostalgia and even a few Kin- 
seyish memories for the femmes 
that used to group around the At- 
water Kents when Vallee was the 
highlight of the Fleischman’s Yeast 
Hour. All this is quietly and per- 
sonably delivered. But in a house 
large enough to seat 6,000, a little 
more punching is required. Vallee 
pA uaaad when he could have been 
sock. 


Amsterdam fell down in his ma-! 
terial. At show caught there wasn’t 
a line that he hadn’t done previous- | 
ly elsewhere. The fact that he} 
walked off to a salvo strong enough 
to warrant an encore also indi-| 
cates that he could have cut a 
fancier igure here with newer ma- | 
terial. 

The Rudells’ trampoline work 
comes off well, and Maurice Roc- 
eo’s standup piano-playing and jive 
singing is also okay. | 

The ice show’s production is) 
clever and _ picturesque. Cecilia) 
Colledge (New Acts) does the 
chief caper in this sequence, with | 
good assist from Bruce —, Joan. | 

; ose. 


Masthaum, Philly 
Philadelphia. March 1. | 


Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, The | 
Dunhills, Lou Schrader House 
Orch; “Sun Comes Up” (M-G). 


| 





Dann, Kaye, riding the crest of 
f his current popularity wave, and 
the return of vaude to the Mast- 
baum after 15 years proved an ir- 
resistible combination for vaude- 
starved Philadelphians. 

A line two blocks long waited | 
patiently for the holiday opening | 
show Tuesday (22) morning and 
the Mastbaum played to capacity | 
audience right through the run.) 
With upped prices (the 99c. top) 
was hiked to $1.30) Kaye report-, 
edly garnered a record $73,000 for 
his six-day stand at the Warner 
de!txer. 


was determined by the number of 
standees they could squeeze in and 
the audience cheered and whistled 


‘house, with the comedian paying 


| Express” 


| 
The size of the evening crowds. 


on the pit elevator and acts per- 
form on_ specially constructed 
apron in front. General effect is 
to bring the performers right down 
to the audience with as near to 
floorshow intimacy as you can get 
in a house the size of the Mast- 
baum. 

Kaye had a 50-50 deal with the 


for the acts and Warners sup- 
plying everything else. Arrange- 
ment worked out very amicably. 
For example, Warners had con- 
tracted for a 16-piece orchestra; 
Kaye asked for double the num- 
ber and paid for the additional 
tooters. Local reception has made 
town more vaude-conscious than | 
ever and return of variety to Earle 
Friday (4) will be watched closely 
by entire trade. Gagh. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Erskine Hawkins Orch (16) with 
Jimmy Mitchell, Laura Washing- 
ton, Deek Watson’s Brown Dots 
(4), Bob & Foster Johnson, Mary 
Jane, Cook & Brown, Pigmeat 
Markham & Co.; “Michigan Kid” 
(U). 








Erskine Hawkins’ solid combo 
sparks the new layout at this col- 
ored vauder and, since the ener- 
getic maestro is a prime fave with 
Apollo audiences, rocks ’em with | 
solid arrangements which set live- 
ly tempo for the show. Comprising 
four rhythm, five saxes, three 
trombones and four trumpets (in- | 
cluding Hawkins), band tees off | 
with sizzling version of “Junction 
in which sidemen are 
given a field day for solo work. 
Jimmy Mitchell steps down from 
stand for raucous vocal on “Cold- 
Hearted Woman” for nice response. 
Bobby and Foster Johnson follow 
with slick tapstering session that | 
hits the mark. | 

Laura Washington, band vocal- | 
ist, does a neat job on a torchant | 
as prelude to Pigmeat Markham & | 
Co’s comedy stanza, which despite | 
being familiar stuff has ’em howl- 
ing. Band takes over for another | 
brace of numbers, “King Porter’s | 
Stomp” and “Brooklyn Bounce,” | 
which spotlights Hawkins for some | 
nifty trumpeting. | 


Deek Watson’s Brown Dots, run- | 


| nerup for top honors on show, con- ‘and Alexander 
Instrumental | warblers, but of old fave tunes. 


trib a sold session. 
and vocal quartet, highlighted by | 
Watson’s comedics, reprise some of | 
their former disclicks, including | 
“Darktown Strutters Ball,” “As 
Though You Didn’t Know” and 


|\“Bow Wow Wow” for near show- 


stopping returns. 

Mary Jane, ofay terper does okay , 
in a brief acro-dance, while Cook | 
& Brown give layout an additional | 
comedy lift with their clownatics, | 
songs and hoofing. The lads are) 
especially solid in the latter de- 


partment. dba. | 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 26. 
Eddy Duchin Orch with Janis | 
Paige, Billy Rayes, The Barretts | 
(2), Tommy Mercer; “Henry the 
Rainmaker” (Mono), | 
| 


| 
t 





Eddy Duchin makes his first post- 
war appearance here with smart 
band show nicely balanced with} 
‘three first rate acts, including Janis | 


terps a simulated iceskating rou-| 


‘of the M. H. Glee Club. Other non- 


Musie Wall, N. Y. 


Russell Markert production, with 
Lida Da Valle, Renald & Rudy, 
June Winters, Andrew Lindstrom, 
Tony Starman, Alan Carney, Paul 
Haakon, M. H. Corps de Ballet, 
M. H. Glee Club, Rockettes, M. H. 
Symphony Orch; “Family Honey- 
moon” (U), reviewed in VARIETY 
Dec. 8, 48. 





Apparently with the expectation 
that the current pic will have only 
a limited run, Music Hall looks to 





have given Russell Markert the | Rag 


word to go easy on the budget for | 
the show. Result is a very routine | 
revue, with the only flashes of in-| 


'spiration in the settings for the | 


ballet and a “Singing in the Rain” | 


|number done by a trio of terpers. 


Even the choice of the pre-curtain | 


|selection by Alexander Smallens’ | 
|'M. H. Symph adds to the sleepy | 


atmosphere. It is Franz Liszt's tone | 
poem, “Les Preludes.” Something | 
more colorful and _  ear-bending 
would be desirable. 

Topping the imported specialists 
is Alan Carney with his mimicry. 
His material is, at the very least, 
in questionable taste, particularly | 
for the Music Hall. He does a di-| 


alectic bit on an Irish, Italian and | 


| Jewish labor-leaders rabble-rousing | 


on a Union Square soapbox. Even | 
really funny dialect stories have | 
become dubious mass entertain- | 
ment, and Carney’s certainly don’t | 


| qualify from the humor standpoint, | 


let alone the taste angle. That/| 
he and the Music Hall manage- 
ment are themselves in doubt 


| about the propriety of the turn is 


evident from the fore and aft 
apologies made by Carney for the 
material. He precedes the dialec- 
tics with standard mimicry of Ed- | 
ward G. Robinson, Charles Laugh- 
ton and Wallace Beery. { 


Another outside turn is Renald & | 

udy in a moderately well-received | 
session of hand-to-hand balancing | 
in rhythms to music. Paul Haakon | 
tine in a Central Park lake set-| 
ting, while Tony Starman does a/| 
fast tap turn to the accompaniment 


regulars include Lida Da Valle, 
who opens, exhibiting a fine set of 
serious pipes; and June Winters 
Lindstrom, also 


Ballet is revealed as the curtain 
lifts in a stunning setting. Gals 
are arrayed in classic ballet poses 
before reproductions of two Degas | 
paintings that cover the backdrop. | 
The other high point of the show | 
is one of those things that takes | 
advantage of the fabulous techni- | 
cal facilities of the Hall’s stage. It | 
embodies a drop behind the Glee 
Club with a piano painted on it. | 
Lighting reveals the piano as actu- | 
ally a scrim and an elevated stage | 
behind it simulates the piano top. | 
As the Glee Club does “Singing | 
in the Rain,” three gals in slick- | 
ers and with an umbrella do a very 
cute terp routine in what appears 
to be a veritable rainstorm on the 
piano top. | 

Rockettes do their usual terping | 
to a rather good tune by staff 
lyricist Al Stillman, “Jack Frost 
Get Lost.” Herb. | 


Oriental, Chi. | 





don, featuring Winston Churchill, 
sends him off a solid hit. 

Bennie Desmond comes up from 
audience asking Stoopnagle for an 
audition. After aud approval. 
youth breaks into comedy terping 
that’s tops. Also does fancy piano- 
ing of classical and jive numbers, 
with terptricks thrown in for a 





definite click. ; 

Harmonica playing of Alan. 
Schackner gets strong approval | 
with deft mouthing of “When Day | 
Is Done,” and encores with minia- | 
ture harmonica on “12th Street 

Impressions of Elizabeth Talbot- 
Martin, a tall looker with gracious 
stage presence, garner plenty gig- | 
gles, especially from distaffers in| 
audience. Carbons of Bette Davis 
and Greer Garson as Congress- 
women seem sliced, but satire on 
cabaret singers vocaling “It’s a Sin 
to Tell a Lie,” rocks house for a 
begoff. 

Highlight of unit is Negro tenor | 
Napoleon Reed, last seen here as | 
male lead in “Carmen Jones.” He 
gets spontaneous applause on 
“Granada” and medley of operatic 
arias, particularly “Pagliacci.” 

Jerry Bresler, fronting house 
orch, does first-rate job of backing 
show. Only weak spot seems to 
be Stoopnagle’s overdone _ gags, | 
which occasionally slow up tempo | 
of proceedings. As emcee, he gets 
aud in the mood in excellent 
fashion, but succeeding banter 
should be brushed up. Greg. | 


Olympia, Miami | 


Miami, Feb. 26. 
Connee Boswell, Sammy Walsh, 


| 


Claire, Jack Parker, Freddie Car- | 
lone orch; “The Accused” (Par), | 





Well paced layout celebrates this 
vauder’s 24th anniversary, with | 
topliner Connee Boswell wrapping | 
things up with her svelte song | 
spinning. | 

Staging of her stint is lavish and | 
lighting smartly handled to bring | 
out the charm and soft personality 
that has always marked her work. 
The thrushing, per usual is top- 
drawer; from the “Smiles” medley, 
through the standard pops she has 
been identified with — to the 
newies such as ‘‘Faraway Places,” 
“Martha” gives her a begoff. 


Sammy Walsh handles comedy 
slot as well as the emceeing. His 
special material is new and garners 
laughs. Jack Parker’s juggling | 
work is socko. The _ youngster | 
moves smoothly, with the comedy | 
interludes adding to overall im- 
pact. 

Bobby Lane and Claire terping 
brings maximum returns, while | 
the harmonica work of Don Henry | 
trio is also okay, with a Spike. 
Jones touch for added laughs. | 
Freddie Carlone and orch back- | 
ground in top manner. Lary. 








Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Feb. 27. 

Jerry & Jane Brandow, Wally 
Brown, Lex “Tarzan” Barker, Ma- 
nuel Viera Monkeys, Jo Lombardi 
House Orch (12) with Kay DeWitt; 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO). 





Snappy stage layout plays well 


pointing at the wicket. 


—$__ 





Unit Reviews 


Hawaiian Paradi 
(NATIONAL, LOUISVILLE) 


Louisville, Feb, 25 

Abel Lees, Danny Asbury, Je, 
Martin, Tony Rvila, Maile’ Ker? 
Johnny Ahquin, Mrs. Hattie 
Hawaiwan Paradise Orch (8). 








Au, 





This unit stacks up as a 
most authentic Hawaiian ee 
entertainers to hit the mainland 
in quite a spell. 
trons are a little-wary 
talent, particularly from past 
perience when some of them have 
proved phoney. This group, how. 
ever, was organized during the war 
under USO auspices to entertain 
soldiers and Navy personnel Sta- 
tioned in the Hawaiian Islands 
Couple of the boys joined the com- 
pany when it hit the mainland 
Jerry Martin, dancer, and Danny 
Asbury, ventriloquist. 

“Paradise Revue” has a line of 
five Hawaiian dancing girls, who 
give the show real zip. Open with 
a number, “Trip Around the Is- 
land in the Moonlight,” to teeor 
their hip-tossing routines. They 
work in several numbers, princi- 
pally “Mauii Chimes,” “Hawaiian 
Shouting Song,” and “Hawaiian 
Hospitality.” Specialty dancer Maile 
Kelii, young and shapely, gives out 


| with grinds dressed in floor length 


Hawaiian gown, as do the other 


| gals. Even bring on Mrs. Hattie Au, 


who plays the gourd in the orch 
to show ’em a few tricks in bodily 


'Don Henry Trio, Bobby Lane &\| %yrations. Mme. Au is the instruc. 


tress for the girls in the dance 
contortions. Gals also have a lu. 
minous hands number, which per- 
mits them to exhibit gracefulness 
in the hand movements. 

Martin, soft shoe dancer, regis- 
ters with his deadpan expression 
and eccentric stepping, as does 
Danny Asbury, ventriloquist. Gets 
laughs with the smart comments 
of his brash dummy, Norman, and 
offs to heavy applause. 

Music is mostly stringed instru- 
ments, even steel guitars electri- 
fied, with gourds giving it the 
proper Island touch. Musicians 
are dressed in Hawaiian gowns, 
some are barefooted and _ bare 
shoulders, lending authenticity to 
the ensemble. 

Vocalist and comic, Johnny Ah- 
quin, highspots the show with his 
comedy vocals. Gets hefty palming 
for “Ragtime Cowboy Joe,” giving 
impresh of how different nationali- 
ties would sing the number. 

Business was big for this unit, 
proving that good shows will do 


| the business at this house, but un- 


der par touring units prove disap 
Hold, 


y 
Ora Agora Viras Tu 
(Now It Is Your Turn) 
Lisbon, Feb. 22. 

Piero Bernardon production of revue 
in two acts (30 scenes) by Carlos Lopes. 
Stars Herminia Silva, Horacina; features 
Vasco Santana, Alvaro Pereira. Music by 
Carlos Dias; dances by Cimarro and Cruz; 
sets and costumes by Pinto de Campos. 
At Teatro Variedades, Lisbon. 





Impresario Piero Bernardon’s 
first revue of the year at the Tea- 
tro Variedades, ranks as the most 


‘sumptuous show ever presented in 


ex. ° 





for the film comic at every ap- 
pearance. Kaye reciprocated by 
putting on a lengthy show. He 
did 35 tainutes the night caught, 
Friday (25). 

Comic throws in a little of every- 
thing. He sings, dances, leads the 
orchestra, does imitations and even 
runs down into audience to give 


the fron*-seaters an added kick. He | 


also gets a lot of audience partici- 
pation with two of his numbers— 
‘The Gypsy,” from his soon-to-be- 
released Warner ic, “Happy 
Times,” and an old fave, “Minnie 
the Moocher.” 

High spots are the satire on a 
ersonality lad singing “Begin the 
eguine” and flatting as if it were 


/ eee in the score, a biting satire on) 
6 Frank Sinatra singing “Night and | 
y Day,” an old-time minstrel man) 
. & version of “Ballin’ the Jack” and) 
' # a running gag of “Tiptoe Through | 
LF the Tulips.” It’s all solid stuff. 
Vocalist Georgia Gibbs, after an) 

t | introductory two numbers, “Big 
B Wide Wcnderful World” and “New 

i York’s My Home” joins with Kaye 
. for the finale workout — that in- 
cludes everything from close har- 
mony to ballroom dancing. The 
Dunhills, trio of fast steppers who 
combine taps with acrobatic work, 
are in the opening slot. | 
From the Dunhills entry, the 
i show moves fast and works without 
, an emcee. No little part of the 
‘ success was due to the staging, 
arrangea in advance of Kaye’s 
visit by Maurie Gable, of the War- 
ner staff. Instead of using the 
enormous Mastbaum stage, Gable 
arranged to stage the whole pro- 
duction in commodious Mastbaum 
it. The 32-piece band, recruited 
or the one-week show (and headed 
Lou hrader, long-time Earle 
atre maestro) rides into view: 
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|favorites suggested by audience, 


Paige to help with box office lure. | 


Duchin’s’ sparkling keyboard 
style is still a crowd pleaser, de-| 
‘spite long absence. Oldsters here) 
|apparently like him as well as! 
regular band fans. He opens show 
with bright arrangement of ‘Hal- 
‘lelujah,” followed by smooth med- 
jley of “My Darling, My Darling,” 
“Here I’ll Stay” and “Nobody’s 
|Sweetheart.” Duchin, alternating 
‘between band and mike, spends 
enough time at piano to give satis- 
faction. Tommy Mercer, band’s vo- 
calist, does nice warbling of “‘Pow- 
|der Your Face With Sunshine,” 
“Far Away Places” and “So In) 


Love.” Duchin plays medley of, 


and closes show in fine style with. 
hep version of “Stormy Weather.” 


Miss Paige is an eyeful who 
doesn’t trade on her Hollywood rep, | 
making a solid hit as vocalist, espe- 
cially in novelty numbers. She’ 
sings romantic ballads like ‘A Lit- | 
tle Bird Told Me,” “One Sunday 
Afternoon” and “Girls Were Made 
to Take Care of Boys” with style, 
but really hits her stride in bouncy 
performance of “In My Merry Olds- 
mobile” and a specialty, ‘The Mild, | 
Mild West,” which give her person- 
ality a chance to shine. The cus- 
tomers like her plenty. 


Billy Rayes adds a comedy punch | 
to bill with a good line of gags, 
a few juggling tricks ‘and some 
amusing satire on impersonators, 
mimicking Boyer, Frankenstein, 
Hepburn, Digby O'Dell, etc. He’s 
a smooth worker with fresh ap- 
proach. June and Marty Barrett 
give sh w a nice splash of color 
in their clever tap and ballroom 
routines. 


Biz was moderate at opening. 
Corb. 


“Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts,” | from teeoff smartly sparked by 
with Col. Stoopnagle (Chase Tay-| Wally Brown and strongly backed 
lor), George Guest, Mary Osborne,| by Jo Lombardi’s house orch. 
Bernie George, Bennie Desmond, | Strong getaway is provided by 
Alan Schackner, Elizabeth Talbot-| Lombardi’s aggregation in a Cole 


Martin, Napoleon Reed, Jerry : 
Bresler & House Orch; “Kissing| Witt whacks out slick vocals. Jerry 
Bandit” (M-G). _and Jane Bfandow next hold pace 





| building t ighli i i 
“Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts,” ? Se een 
current here, proves there’s magic | 
in the name Godfrey. Latter isn’t , 
on hand to intro acts he featured | 
on his CBS show, but that didn’t next is built into an entertaining 
stop Godfrey fans from cueing uP sesh, with Brown foiling for funny 
outside of theatre, despite drench- | business in response to torchy war- 
ing downpour. bling of “I Want to Be Loved” by 
Solid lineup is preceeded by Kay DeWitt. Gets over some good 


and trumpet to flashy stepping by 
partner. 
Lex Barker, current “Tarzan,” 


'Porter medley in which Kay De-) 


| mightily with top-flight tapping, 


male member gives out on a piano) 


film short of Godfrey, in which he | 


_explains reasons why he isn’t with | 


the unit. After a few humorous | 
bits, he explains nature of show. 
and intros Col. Stoopnagle, who. 
emcees proceedings. 


Stoopnagle breaks into his stand- | 
ard routine, but stuff doesn’t, 
project well, because payees have | 
already waited 20 minutes for the | 
acts. Pace could be quickened | 
here. 

George Guest succeeds in quick- | 
ening tempo, with flashy version | 
of “Flight of Bumble Bee” on the 
marimba. Hefty accolades have 
Guest encoring his own boogie 
number, “Stump Hollow Stomp,” 
for additional plaudits. 

Mary Osborne, smooth guitarist, 
does equally well in vocal depart- 
ment, giving out with a blues ar- 
rangement of “Take Me in Your 
Arms,” after Stoopnagle tosses 
around few more bushels of his. 
commercial corn. | 

Bernie George wins sock re- 
sponse with his unique impressions | 
of crowd noises, celebrities, | 





‘Impresh of a broadcast from Lon- 


Brown follows with his practiced 


chatter, a few gags, and makes 
his p.a. stand up for good returns. 


routine of funny broken sentence 
Stuff and parody on “O-H-I-O.” 
Leaves ’em hollering for more. 
Closing spot of Manuel Viera 
and his two cumic monks is a real | 
Standout and good for plenty. 
laughs along with its novelty ap-| 
peal. Strength of TV indicated it-| 
self with hefty reception accorded | 
him by stubholders indicating fa-| 
miliarity with routine aired over | 
Several recen. appearances with Ed | 
Sullivan’s video show. Drew a. 
Strong series of curtains to wind 
up a solid show. 
Biz okay. 





Burm. 
| 


TOWER, PHILLY, STAGESHOWS | 


Philadelphia, March, 1. 
Tower theatre here is resuming | 
stageshow policy next Monday (8) 
after 18 years of straight films. 
Initial booking under the new 
setup is Elliot Lawrence bandshow 
which goes into the N. Y. Para- 
mount. 





(morning owing to the 


Portugal. Book and music are the 
‘best since prewar days. 

The censor has been more get- 
-erous than usual and the sketches 
are full of political allusions to the 
Salazar government in Portual 
‘and European affairs. The rev'* 
has such an international appeal 
that the foreign colony in Lisbon 
and Estoril is rushing to see it. 

Talent is all fine, including Her- 
minia Silva, folksinger and goo 
‘comic actress; Horacina, samba 
‘singer from Brazil; Vasco Santana, 
a fine comic, and the dynamic Al- 
_varo Pereira. They share honors 0 
‘the show with Maria Luisa, Por- 
tugal’s “pin-up girl;” “Barroso 1 
pes, Carminda Pereira, tenor Luis 
Picarra; the Cimarro Swedish Bal- 
let; the Piero Girls, and acrobatic 
dancers Helga Linne (German) and 
Goncalves (Portuguese). 

Production costs reached the un 
heard of sum (in Portugal) of $35, 
000, but Bernardon is being com- 


pensated by advance bookings 
which already assure a four-mon 


run in Lisbon at a $2 top. 
show is presented twice a day est 
three times on Sundays. In its fi 

week the second house ower 
ended in the early hours of the 
public de- 
mand for encores. Then the theatre 
syndicates stepped in and the -— 
had to be shortened, to comply = 
the law about closing hours 1n t 

theatres. Garr. 





2 Ex-Ziegler Form Own Agcy 

Marty Baum and Abe sg ter 
have resigned from Jules Ziegle 
agency to open their own agency: 
Both have been with Ziegler since 
the agency was founded last year: 

Successors at the Ziegler office 


(haven’t been set yet. 
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Members Donate’ Shares in Shows 


To Dramatists Guild as Treasury Aid 


In a new move to bolster its+ 


treasury, the Dramatists Guild is 
getting shares of Broadway pro- 
ductions. The precise way the 
device is being worked is a closely 

arded secret, but it is believed 


to involve donations by Guild 


members rather than investment | 
by the organization itself. A num- | 


ber of forthcoming shows report- 
edly have the Guild slated for a 
slice of the profits, but in each 
case the interest is said to be in 
an individual’s name. Idea is ap- 
parently to set up a $50,000 in- 
yestment fund. 


The subject has been rumored | 
in the trade, but came more or less | 


into the open last week with the 
publication of the limited partner- 
ship agreement for the Howard 
Lindsay-Russel Crouse production 
of Sidney Kingsley’s “Detective 
Story,” due March 23 at the Hud- 
son, N. Y., after an out-of-town 
tryout. One of the limited part- 
ners is listed as Luise M. Sillcox, 
with a $1,500 share, but she is as- 
sumed to be an assignee for the 
Guild. 

A somewhat similar setup is ex- 
pected to be used for the forth- 
coming productions of the Richard 
Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
“South Pacific.” the @®tobert E. 
Sherwood-Irving Berlin “‘Miss Lib- 
erty,” and apparently applies to 
such current shows as “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,”* “Life With 
Mother” and “Light Up the Sky.” 
However, in the cases of these 
shows, the Guild share is_ re- 
portedly in the names of different 
members. Although everyone con- 
cerned has refused to discuss the 
matter, it is believed that in each 
instance the Guild is getting its 
slice as an outright gift. Under- 
stood the organization’s attorneys 
are working out the corporate 
setup to cover the arrangement 


from its expenses in defending the 
recent monopoly suit brought by 
Carl E. Ring (the judge’s decision, 
incidentally, still has not been is- 
sued). To help defray that cost 
the Guild levied an assessment of 
$25 apiece on its active members 
and $10 on the associates, from 
which it anticipated a return of 
about $20,000. 

However, the organization has 
been hit in the last couple of years 
by the decrease in picture sales of 
légit plays, from which it gets 2%. 
Although sizable returns are still 
coming in from such past deals as 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Life with 
Father” and “State of the Union,” 
the revenue from this source has 


dwindled. On the other hand, the | 


(Continued on page 63) 


HOLD OVER N. Y. BILL 
SETTING TIX PREMIUM 


Albany, March 1. 
The Mitchell-Morgan bill, per- 
mitting a charge of 50c in addition 
to printed maximum price on the- 
atre tickets, for delivery to each 
purchaser of one or more tickets, 
was on the Senate calendar Mon- 
day night (28) but did not come to 
&avote. Senator MacNeil Mitchell, 
whose district includes Times 
Square, held bill over until next 
week. Measure, also sponsored by 
Assemblyman Justin Morgan, Buf- 
falo, had passed the lower house. 
It amends general business law. 
Senator Seymour Halpern, Long 
Island Republican, is sponsoring 
two ticket bills, one of which al- 
lows licensed theatre ticket sellers 
to make an additional charge of not 
more than 25c for delivery on each 
cket order. The other bill elimi- 
hates present maximum resale pre- 
Mium of 75c and substitutes a slid- 
ing scale—50c for tickets on which 
regular admission price is up to 
99, 75c for $2.40 admissions, 
$1.05 for those up to $9.99 and 
&8e would be $5 for tickets sell- 
at $80 or more. 
Senator Halpern’s counsel said 
ay that there had been no ac- 
on yet on either measure. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


watt and Canary” (road)—Gate- 
Spevepertory Guild. 
ctive ro : 
Crouse Story Lindsay & 
“Ivy Green”—Hall Shelton. 
Ha south Pacific” — Rodgers & 
Mmerstein, in association with 
ayward & Logan. 
ho and 'T’—New Stages. 
he Traitor”—Jed Harris. 
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bert, ¥. Besides 


| Polly Rowles, who 





| duction treatment of the play. Har- | 


before an announcement is made.| TiS describes it as a “charming 


Need for more revenue for the | 


Guild apparently stems only partly from the Coast 


‘¢t+ (the direction , gf, Stanley: Phillips : 


) eather ce in coun: of 2 gee 
Rep. Celler’s Pitch For | taxe out ‘some of the “improve- 
. ments” that have gradually gotten 

US. to B.R. D.C. Legiter 


into the performance since the 
premiere last Dec. 8. 
Washington, March 1. Miss Platt quit the show to take 
Bill to have the Government pay 4 Part in Herman Wouk’s “The 
|for converting the Belasco theatre Traitor,” which her husband, Jed 
here to legit and leasing it for tour- 
|ing shows was introduced in the 


Harris, put into rehearsal Sunday 
(27), as a co-production with Fred 
| House yesterday (Mon.) by Rep. 
Emanuel Celler (D., N.Y.), Meas- 


Finklehoffe. 
jure is figured to have little chance 
of becoming law. 


Present plans call for the long- 
{dark Belasco to be razed to make 
| way for an addition to the Treas- | 
ury building. It has been esti- | 
|mated that it would cost about | 
$250,000 to renovate the house. 





Joint Service 
For New Plays 


Joint play service, to distribute 
new scripts to stock companies and 
;}community and college theatres, is 
being set up by the American 
National Theatre & Academy, the 
| National Theatre Conference and 
the American Educational Theatre 
Assn. Committee in charge con- 
sists of George Somnes, chairman; 
Mrs. Hallie Flanagan Davis, Rosa- 
mond Gilder, George Freedley, C. 
Robert Kase and Sawyer Falk. 
Project will operate from New 
York, probably headquartering in 
the ANTA office. 

New setup will likely be some- 
what similar to ANTA’s present 
play bureau, which has circulated 





| Coffee-Cowen Play 
Optioned by Harris 
For London or N.Y. 


Jed Harris, who this week start- 
ed rehearsals of Herman Wouk’s 
|“The Traitor,” has also taken an 
| option on a new play by Holly- 
| wood scripters Lenore Coffee and 
| William Joyce Cowen. Script, titled 
| “Everard,” is a dramatization of a 


;novel. “Vera,” by Elizabeth (Count- 


| ess Russell). Harris, who will stage : aa on 
| and co-produce’ it (probably in about is — 2 scripts, 
| partnership with Fred Finklehoffe) from w a Ser than 7 telaggen 
will confer this week with Gilbert | 10ns have resulted. There will 
'Miller about a premiere this spring probably be four distributions & 
at the latter’s St. James theatre, Yer each including a selected best 
| London. Otherwise, he figures on_| P!@Y: None of the plays will have 
| doing it on Broadway next fall been produced on Broadway, but 
. ; j occasionally one will be included 
| _There’s apparently a difference that is under option for Broadway 
_of opinioi. about the proper pro- presentation. 

Besides’ selecting scripts and 
supervising distribution, the com- 
mittee. will attempt to encourage 
and develop. new playwrights, 
where possible through personal 
contact and by suggesting play 
ideas and arranging for editorial 
advice from established authors 
for promising candidates. There 
are no immediate plans for fel- 
lowships or other financial help, 
| but something along the lines of 
the NTC awards will probably be 
developed. 


but according to word 
it is a thriller, 
| somewhat on the order of “Angel 
| Street,” about a Svengali-like man 
who drives one wife to suicide and 
' almost does the same with her| 
| suecessor. Story takes place in 
Devon, England, in 1912. Producer- 
' director is reportedly seeking Basil | 
| Rathbone for the lead. 

Harris has postponed production 
| of his adaptation of Strindberg’s ‘ 
| “The Father” until next season. He| Commiitee’s first meeting was 
| has dropped his option on “‘Gaden,” | last Friday (25), and another will 
|by Robert and Mignon McLaughlin, ; be held this week. 

but may revive “The Green Bay | 


Tree,” with Rathbone starred, pro- | ‘ ; 

| vided the latter is “still interested.” | NO MOTHER ROAD C0.; 

| He figures on presenting it first for 

/a summer theatre tour and on | N y TROUPE MAY TOUR 

| Broadway in the fall. ows 

| ee Tracy and Walter Hampden | Contrary to previous plans, 

| will be co-starred in “The Traitor” | ue a nv g A i 
. . ] s] | y iV. > - 

Saee aed Lauien Gory ge 4 Production of the Howard Lindsay- 

'ris). Raymond Sovey is doing the | ace eee te egg 

scenery. 

ba - | possibly into next fall at the Em- 


'pire, N. Y., with Dorothy Stickney 


‘Mike Sloane Eyes N. , 2 | and Lindsay featured as Vinnie 
| and Clarence Day. It would then 


| For Musical Talent ' go on the road, with replacements 
Michael Sloane’ superchiefed | in the two leads. 
_into New York from the Coast to| Sequel to “Life with Father” has 
huddle with backers and eye top made a boxoffice recovery in re- 
‘talent for “Bright and Early,” legit cent weeks, having previously 
/musical he and his wife, Paula | skidded to around $18,000 with the 
| Stone, are readying for a fall bow end of its theatre party bookings. 
/on Broadway. Score has been com- Investors have received no return, 


| pleted by Harold Arlen, Robert . 2 I 
|Emmett Dolan, about half its $100,000 investment 


Johnny Green, of Feb. 1, including approxi 
| Johnny M » Harry Ruby and 4s 5.00 ‘i ‘ 
ne ae See /mately $25,000 available for dis- 


Harry Warren, one of greatest ar-| , “ing 
rays of name tunesmithing talent | oe and a similar amount as 
| reserve. 


| ever lined up f ne show. Book 
7 fain’ do Actual grosses for the four weeks 


by H. S. Kraft is nearing com- | 
 pletian. ae during January were $22,300, 


| “Bright and Early” probably will | 
| get a Coast break-in. Bob Wiiliams 
|and Phil Gordon already have been 
inked for featured roles. At least 
| eight other important spots re- 
'main to be filled. | 

Show will be budgeted at around 
$150,000, producers taking advan- 
tage of lower costs to mount the 
production on the Coast. Under- 
| stood overtures have been made 
for showcase spots both in Los 
| Angeles and San Francisco, where 
|“Bright and Early” could play a 
minimum of five weeks before 
trekking east. 


comedy,” 














pany expense was about $12,500 for 
the first week and around $11,000 
‘for the next three. 
30% of the gross. 


BROTHERSON JOINS TUNER 
Pittsburgh, March 1. 
Eric Brotherson joined cast of 
“Make Mine Manhattan” at Nixon 
last week, taking over parts Jack 





starring Bert Lahr. 

Albertson was reported dissatis- 
fied with his spots in the show and 
turned in his notice shortly after 
tour got under way. 








N. Y. Tryout 

“Dark Morning,” by Thelma Roy- | 
|ton and Alice Thomson, will -be 
| presented in mid-April at the Na- 
‘tional Academy of Vocal Arts, 
|N. Y., as the first production of 
the Actors’ Creative Theatre, under 


Godfrey Scripters Do Play 
Lancaster, Pa., March 1. 
“Fire Sale,’ comedy by Chuck 
Horner and Hank Miles, will be 
presented this spring by the Green 
Room club of Franklin & Marshall 
college.” ‘The authors’ are radio 
.scripters for Arthur Godfrey. 


and Rodney Hale. 


Potter Rehearses ‘Anne’ | 


Film-legit director H. C. Potter 
| returns to the Coast this week af-, 
ter holding re-rehearsals of “Anne, 
of the Thousand Days,” at the Shu- | 

directing | 
succeeded | 


Playwrights, Producers Meet To 
Discuss Cut in Production Costs 





2 Spring Revues Due Via | 
Englund-Chaney, Gordon 


One cf the two spring musicals 
due on Broadway boards, ‘“‘He and 
She,” Ken Englund - Stewart 
Chaney production, goes into re- 
hearsil in about five weeks, with 
Jose Ferrer directing and David 
Wayne starring. Janet Blair may 
have femme lead. Helen Tamaris 
will do the choreography and 
Chaney will handle the costumes 
and settings. Jack Yorke, formerly 
with Cheryl Crawford, will be gen- 
eral manager of the musical for 
which Englund wrote the book, 
Ogden Nash the lyrics, and Vernon 
Duke the music. 

The producers are also negoti- 
ating with Sono Osato, Mark Daw- 
son, Dorothea MacFarland, Pat 
Marshall and Jack Albertson. Rich- 
ard Maney will handle publicity. 
Budget for the show has been set 
at $165,000 with a 15% over call. 

The other show is due from Max 
Gordon, written by Jerome 
Chodorov with songs by Harold J. 
Rome. Bernard Hart will co-pro- 
duce. 


‘Emerald’ May Not Have 
Parties Due to % Snarl; 
SOMC Gets ‘So. Pacific’ 


Unless producer Lee Sabinson 
and the Assn. of Theatre Benefit 
Agents come to terms in the next 
few days there will be no theatre 
parties on “The Emerald Stair- 
case,” Dalton Trumbo play due 
March 16 at the Mansfield, N. Y. 
Sabinson has refused to pay more 
than 5% commission on _ party 
bookings, with the agents demand- 
ing 10%. Also, the producer de- 
clined to submit a script of the 
show to members of the association 
during production preparations. 

Although Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, have a 
non-theatre party policy for their 
shows, they have agreed to allot 
tickets to the Show-of-the-Month | 
Club for their “South Pacific” pro- | 
duction, currently rehearsing for | 
an April opening at the Majestic. | 
N. Y. Musical will be the April | 





| selection of the organization. 


SOMC business will amount to 


‘between $7,000 and $10,000 for 


but the show had earned back 


$20,700, $20,400 and $19,700. Com-, 


Theatre gets | 


Albertson had been doing in revue . 


“Pacific,” involving about 2,200 
tickets in lots of 30 per night over 
a period of 12 weeks. There had 
been some question whether Rodg- 
ers and Hammerstein would okay | 
the allotment of seats to the or-| 
ganization, but they okayed the) 
idea last Friday (25) after Sylvia 
Siegler, SOMC president, ex- | 
plained the setup to them and co- 
producers Leland Hayward and 
Joshua Logan. 

Answering the producers’ fears 
that some of the tickets might find | 
their way into the hands of scalp-| 
ers, Miss Siegler offered to have 
all mail orders from members sent | 
directly to the theatre, or to the | 
R & H office. Or she offered to sub- 
mit a list of her membership and 
later the seat locations assigned to | 
each one who ordered tickets. | 

SOMC business for “Detective | 
Story,” Howard Lindsay - Russel | 
Crouse production of the Sidney | 
Kingsley play, due March 23 at the | 
Hudson, N. Y., will total about. 
$20,000, but that includes several | 
outside theatre parties. The show is 
the March selection of SOMC. | 

| 





Miami Beach Stock | 


Breaks Even on Season 


Miami Beach, March 1. 

First attempt at legit stock in 
this area in many years closed last 
week, when the Stevers family 
rang down the final curtain on 
“Blithe Spirit,” which featured 
Arthur Treacher. Play was the 
fourth in a weekly series, which 
teed off with Edward Everett Hor- | 
ton and Glenda Farrell in “‘Spring- 
time for Henry,” followed by) 
Turhan Bey in “Second Man,” Guy 
Madison in “John Loves Mary” and | 


_the Treacher vehicle. 


Business was on the break-even 
side, location of theatre (south end 
of Beach), uncomfortable seating 
and bad acoustics militating 
against resounding success. Next 
year the Stevers expect to locate 


in‘a-mid-beach spot ‘and’ have a’ 
, subscription plan. ' 


In a new move to reduce legit. 
production and operating costs, a 
series of conferences is being held 
by leading playwrights and Broad- 
way producers. First of the ses- 
sions, held yesterday (Tues.) at 
the St. Regis hotel, N. Y., was a 
luncheon confab at which various 
specific proposals of the authors 
were tossed at the producers for a 
preliminary reaction. Meeting was 
unofficial and informal. 

Suggestions by the playwrights 
were understood to involve pos- 
sible sweeping changes in the ex- 
isting production setup on Broad- 
way and the road. For instance, 
the dramatists are reportedly will- 
ing to consider a regular setup for 
reducing talent royalties and sala- 
ries for shows on which the gross 
slips below a certain level. The 
arrangement would work automati- 
cally, without requiring approval 
from the cuts boards of the various 
unions and guilds. 


Another suggestion is understood 
to involve reversing the increasing 
tendency of talent to get a per- 
centage of the gross from shows, 
It’s figured that if stars, directors, 
etc., will agree to take a share of 
the profits, os at least a combina- 
tion deal for a smaller slice of the 
gross and a piece of the net, it 
will enable shows to run longer 
and give a fairer shake to backers. 

There’s also a proposal that a 
group of the top producers form a 
pool to purchase technical equip- 
ment, principally lighting, which 
the various members could use 
when needed, at a nominal rental. 
Similar arrangement might be 
made for pooling basic items of 
scenery, drapes, costumes and 
props, though it is conceded that 
it is unecgnomical to store some 
of these things. 

Regarding lighting equipment, 
the case is cited of one Broadway 
producer who had spent about 
$250,000 for rental of such material 
over a period of several seasons, 
but who has since purchased some 
outright for $40,000, which he has 
pro-rated between several produc- 
tions. Somewhat similar situation 
exists in various other instances. 


Yesterday’s meeting was ar- 
ranged by a special committee of 
the Dramatists Guild dealing with 
problems of the theatre. Confabs 
/had already been held with individ- 
‘ual representatives of various other 
| Sroups involved in legit, including 
|talent and craft unions. Those 
| present yesterday agreed to con- 
| Stitute a continuing committee to 
_ work on the problem. Next meet- 


'ing will be March 17. 


Present at yesterday’s meeting 
were Kermit Bloomgarden, Russel 
Crouse, Max Gordon, Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d, Leland Hayward, Jo- 
seph M. Hyman, George Abbott, 
George S. Kaufman, Arthur 
Schwartz, Luise Sillcox and Kurt 
Weill, chairman. 


ANTA AND STAGE MGRS. 
TO REVIVE ‘SHOWCASE’ 


“Talent Showcase,” presented 
last season by the Experimental 
Theatre to give young actors a 
hearing before producers, direc- 
tors, agents, etc., will be revived 
sometime during April. This time 
the show will be directed by mem- 
bers of the Stage Managers’ Club, 
under the sponsorship of the 
American National Theatre & 
Academy. 


ANTA board decided Monday 
(28) that the organization should 
assist in obtaining New York actors 
to appear in a production of “Over 
21,” which Constance Bennett is 
producing in Germany’ under 
U. S. Army sponsorship, for GI 
audiences. Members of the San 
Francisco Theatre Assn. have ap- 
proached ANTA for permission to 
stage an “ANTA Album” benefit 
show this spring. 








Gorelik’s 1-Year Trek 


Rome, March 1. 

Mordecai Gorelik, New York 
stage designer, is visiting “Italy 
with his son, Eugene. Gorelik is 
getting facts for his book, “New 
Theatres for Old,” sponsored by 
the National Theatre Conference, 
with funds furnished by the Rocke- 
t feller Foundation. 

The trip -wil] take one year. and 
they will visit 16 countries. 
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P.A. Regulation Clarified at ATPAM: 
Union Maps Steps to Aid Jobless 


The acne of ares "a peren-( 
d sagents, a peren- 
pial erg the members of | 100G Sombrero Theatre 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press | > 
For Phoenix Stock Co. 


Agents & Managers, was clarified 
somewhat last week with the adop- , 
Phoenix, March 1. 
Sombrero Playhouse is expected 


tion of a new nig sere covering | 
the p.a. category. Hereafter, gen- | 

eral pressagents may issue advance to open here March 21 for belated 
publicity for their regular pro- series of winter stock shows, with 
ducers without having a contract | Plans calling for six-week sked for 
for the specific show prior to the | current year. Theatre Py a 
start of rehearsals. | porated last week, and construc- 


The union has also taken steps to | sot under way immediately. Play- 
combat the 40% unemployment and 
increase income among the mem- $100,000 ; 
bers. Attempts are being made to | will be the only professional legit 





and, when 


find jobs outside show business, house in town. | 
Ann Lee, co-producer of ven-| 


and a committee has been formed 


|tion work on the 550-seat legiter | 


house is being built at cost of| 
completed, | 











JEFF MORROW 


Appearing with MAE WEST in 





‘Inside Stuff—Lest 


Three representatives of foreign theatres are currently in New Yo; 
one to live here. One of the others is on a research tour and the third 
plans to attend college. 


Dr. Benjamin Hunninger, who founded the Netherlands government 
touring theatre, has joined the Columbia Univ. faculty and wilj reside 
in New York permanently. Peter Cox, director of the dramatic school 
and community theatre project at Dartington Hall, outside London, jg 
on a tour of college and community theatres and drama schools in the 
U. S. He will remain about three months. Per Scavlan, young Nore 
wegian actor, arrived last week and left Sunday (27) for the Coast 
where he intends taking a course in motion picture photography at 
Univ. of California at Los Angeles. All three men spoke Friday after. 
noon (25) at the weekly round table of the American National Theatre 
& Academy. 





Opposition is beginning to crystalize in several quarters to a national 
theatre as proposed in the Javits-Ives bill in Congress. Lead editorial 
Friday (25) in the N. Y. Mirror, headed “ ‘Art’ With Its Hands Oyt” 
attacked the idea, opening with the statement, “Ah, come with Us 
a-boondoggling.” Criticism has also been expressed by some southern 
| senators and congressmen, and Broadway producers Lee Shubert and 
| Arthur Hopkins have been quoted as opposing it. 

Another blast, apparently aimed at a national theatre, is contained in 





to interview unemployed members tyre, originally had intended to “DIAMOND LIL,” playing the role an anonymous mimeographed sheet mailed in plain envelopes last week 
for this purpose, as well as to work yse converted barn as base of op-/ of ‘Chick Clark,’ the man who gave 


out a program for increasing em- erations but hit paydirt with new 


‘LIL most of her diamonds. He 


includes setup, backed by score of promi-| broke through prison bars to get 


CORONET, New York 





loyment. Committee , 
Sohn Shubert, chairman, and Ben | nent localities, including Del E. | back to Ker. 
Boyar, Samuel Friedman, Mack; Webb, co-owner of New York | 
Hilliard, Clarence Jacoby, Hal | Yankees. 


Olver, Nathan Parnes, Oliver Say-| Dick Charlton, who will co-pro- 
lor and Milton Weintraub. duce with Miss Lee, is currently | 
New classification of general on the Coast to signature leadsfor | 


pressagents has been formed, with the Equity stock company. 





Form Southeast 


the following members included: 
Kar! Bernstein (for Vinton Freed- 
ley and Joseph Kipness), Roland 


Miss Lee, Broadway actress, has 
just about taken over the town. 
She even has the occupants of the 





Butler (Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Jocal jail working for her—and for 
Bailey circus), William Doll (Hy- free. 
man & Hart and Michael ee In an appearance last week be- 
Nat Dorfman (Max Gordon), Wil- ¢o76 the Phoenix city council, Miss 
liam Fields (Ballet Theatre, bong | Lee arranged for the prisoners to | 
wrights’ Co. and Theatre, he ’| be put to work removing trees and 
Harry Forwood (Oscar Serlin), Leo j,ndscaping the site of the pley- 
Freedman (Leland Hayward and house. The proposal was passed | 
Lindsay & Crouse), Sam Friedman | yyanimously, even though the | 
(William Katzell and ve ee ‘theatre location is just outside the | 
~ sge Claude Greneker e city limits. 
Also, Joseph Heidt (Theatre 
Guild), Helen Hoerle 


Young), Barry Hymans i on | Stephens College, With 





Theatre Group 


Chapel Hill, N. C., March 1. 


Formation of a Southeastern | 
Theatre Conference will be under- | 


taken at a meeting of delegates of 
college and university drama de- 
partments Friday and Saturday 
(4-5) at North Carolina Univ. 
Feature of the session will be a 
presentation of Lillian Hellman’s 
“The Little Foxes,” by the Carolina 
Playmakers, North Carolina thea- 
tre group. . 

Subjects on the agenda for the 
meeting include “Theatre in the 
South,” “Broadway Today,” “The 





and Whitehead & Rea), Wolfe 

Kaufman (Cheryl Crawford), Wil- | Permanent Pro Actors 
liard Keefe and David Tebet cere : I j 
C. Wilson), Thomas Kilpatric 

(Brock Pemberton), Vince Mce-| Plans Continuous S € 
Knight (Jules Leventhal), Richard | Columbia, Mo., March 1. 
Maney (George Abbott, Gilbert| Stephens college drama depart- 
Miller and Herman Shumlin),| ment, which last year engaged a 
Michel Mok (Rodgers & Hammer- | resident company of actors to play 
stein), Bernard Simon (John Gold- | male roles with the student act- 


en), Tom Weatherly (Dwight Deere | resses, has gone a step further by | 
(Maurice | bringing two guest players from | 
Schwartz) and Margaret Carson | Broadway for its production of | 
| “Parlor Story.” In addition, it has’ gian playwright currently living in | Fancy, 


Wimon), Ann Woll 


(Metropolitan Opera). 
Contracts 
Although general press reps may 
issue pr publicity for their | Seat Stephens playhouse. 
regular producers without specific |, Broadway actors who are eral 
contract, they must have a contract |ing in “Story” are Edward Fuller 
with any other producer before |2"4 William’G. Sanders. Produc- 
doing so. And they must have a tion was directed by William C. 


contract even with their regular Cragin, actor-teacher in the drama 


producer when his show goes into | department. Plans for the continu- 


rehearsal. Regular pressagents US schedule for next season are in 


must have contracts before sending | Charge of John Gunnell, depart- 
out publicity for any producer. | Ment head. 


|announced a continuous schedule 


One member, Weatherly, was fined | With the start of the continuous- | 


$50 recently for breaking this rule. TUN policy next fall, the Stephens 
In the case of general managers, rama department will include an 
their status remains moot. At pres- | additional director, four resident 


ent, ATPAM has no specific g.m. | professional actors, an _ acting 














classification and no regulations Coach, a designer-technician, a cos- 
governing the field. However, there tume designer, property mistress, 
has been agitation within the mem- Scenic artist, stage manager, box- 
bership for some such setup, but Office treasurer and department 
the idea is strongly opposed by secretary. Plan is to run each pro- 
those members who would be in- duction three weeks, with new 
volved. ‘ : 
Perhaps the most controversial afternoons. Femme parts will be 
issue in the union, however, is that rotated among the students. 
of multiplicity of employment 
among pressagents. Some of the ‘ 
veteran road agents have been ad- Jailed on Hotel Rap 
vocating a limit on the number of . 
jobs any p.a. may take, but most Pittsburgh, March 1. 
of the younger members, particu- William Goonan, 22-year-old 
larly the New York contingent, chorusboy in “Allegro,” pleaded 
have been adamant in favor of the guilty in criminal court here last 
status quo. _week to a charge of defrauding an 
j}innkeeper, and was sentenced to 
need months in the county work- 
house. 
Penna. Offers State a William ire oe claimed 
° ‘ ) oonan owed a $173 room bill and 
Aid to Educ. Theatre also obtained $100 in cash on a bad 
: check while a guest there during 
Harrisburg, March 1. the engagement of “Allegro” at 
Community theatres, plays, pag- Nixon in December. 
eants and dramatic schools in inne 
Pennsylvania are entitled to state 
aid, as part of the program of free 
public school service, according to Trapp Family Singers have been 
A. W. Castle, of the Department of engaged for an Australia-New Zea- 
Public Instruction. Provided they Jand tour by impresario Alexander 
are organized and administered 4s Levyitoff. Tour is set for May-June 
part of the local school program, '49, with group leaving U. S. late 
such activities are classified as “ex- April. They’ll fill two concert dates 
tension education,” he explains. jn Hawaii on the way. 
Under the regulations state funds Terms involve round trip air pas- 
can be used for salaries of teachers, sage for 12 people. 
directors and other personnel, but 
not for equipment, materials or (Cy Feuer, co-producer of “Where 
supplies. Information on the sub- Charley?” back from the Coast 
ject is included in Bulletin No. this week and partner Ernest 


shows being rehearsed during the | 


TRAPPS’ DOWN UNDER TREK | 


Negro in the American Theatre” 
and “Theatre in the Round.” 
Speakers will include Garrett Lev- 
erton, of Samuel French; Robert 
Porterfield, of the Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va., and Walter Pitch- 
ard Eaton. 





Wins Texas U. Award 
Austin, March 1. 


New York, has won the Play Pro- 


_announced by E. P. Conkle, head of 
the drama department. His script, 
| ‘“Burke’s Peerage,” will be pro- 
with the author present for re- 
_hearsals and performances. 

| Wood, whose “On Whitman Ave- 
/nue” was presented on Broadway 
| several seasons ago. 





| John Pauker Tryout 
Geneva, N. Y., March 1. 
| “The Virgin and the Faun,” 
John Pauker’s translation from 
| the Hungarian of Lajos Zilahy, will 
be presented March 16-19, at Coxe 
Hall here by the little theatre of 
Hobart and William Smith colleges. 
Edward E. Griffith will direct. 


| 
j 
' 





Rival Names in K.C. 
Kansas Cisy, March 1. 

_ Town had pair of little theatre 
| productions with Hollywood names 
running concurrently 
Resident Theatre’s version of “The 
| Enchanted Cottage,” starring 
Margo, was a sellout for its origin- 
ally scheduled one week beginning 
Feb. 14. Run was extended through 


Feb. 22, with near capacity holding | 


for two extra shows. “Cottage” was 
the second of the season for the 
Resident, both plays being directed 


by Stanley Ackerman. Following) 


engagement here, Margo returned 
east to rejoin husband Eddie Albert 
in radio and television work. 

Ruth Warrick made a _ home- 
coming appearance with the U. of 
Kansas City players in “Candida” 
last week. She is a former student 
of UKC. 


30G ST. L. AMPLIFIER 
St. Louis, March, 1. 
Execs of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., sponsor of entertainment in 
the al fresco playhouse in Forest 
Park, last week okayed the expen- 
'diture of more than $30,000 for a 





new amplifying system in the 12, | 


| 000-seat theatre. 


| The new system, tagged “stereo- | 


phonic sound reinforcement,” de- 


veloped by Western Electric, will | 


‘replace the old single-channel 


290, just issued by the Division of Martin, due next week. Leo Rose,| sound system and eliminate the 
Extension Educatien, Department | their g.m,, «hospitalized for check-|0ld battery of loudspeakegs above 


of Public Instruction here. ‘up. 


jthe apron, 


Phony to viewers what had happened an 


# various people whose names have appeared in the newspapers in 

connection with the proposal. Statement, mostly accusations about the 

old Federal Theatre and implying that the national theatre is a Com. 
| munist plot, #% obviously from a crackpot source. 





| 
| Herbert Freezer, co-producer of Mae West’s “Diamond Lil,” first 
learned Saturday night (26) that Miss West could not appear in the 
Broadway legiter that night when he tuned in to “Broadway in Review” 
on the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX only 45 minutes before curtain time, 
Miss West was to have guested on the tele program in an interview with 
| Daily News’ drama critic John Chapman. It was when Chapman called 
for her at her hotel that she tripped and sprained her ankle. As a result, 
| the critic rushed back to the WPIX studios and padded the show by 
what Miss West would 
have said had she appeared on the program. 





N. Y. Daily News ran an editorial elaboration last week of an ad, 
| quoting from John Chapman’s notice of “They Knew What They 
Wanted,” at the —— Box, N. Y. The piece noted that the ads had 
| quoted the daily’s tritic as stating, ‘‘Muni makes the most of his role ... 
| perfect in its detail,” and added that the complete sentence read, “Mr, 
Muni makes the most of it, with a characterization of an Italian peasant 
| which is so perfect in its detail that it looks unreal.” 

| Incident is the first of its kind in New York in several years, although 
| there have been several cases of critics grumbling over deletions which 
| they claimed altered the sense of their opinions. 





Richard Whorf-Richard Barr production of “Richard III,” which 
folded Saturday night (26) at the Booth, N. Y., after 23 performances, 
| involved a loss of approximately $26,000, of which Herman Levin, the 
| presenter, was nicked for $6,000 personally. Of the original $15,000 
budget, Howard Cullman put up $10,000, Alfred deLiagre, Jr., Leland 
| Hayward, John C. Wilson and Richard Rodgers contributed $1,000 


duced on the campus April 6-9, | 


Last year’s winner was Maxine 


last week. | 
‘and San Francisco Light Opera | 


‘her daughter, 
| 


each, and there was a 3314% overcall. 
Whorf returns shortly to the Coast, where he has several film deals 


in prospect. 





Despite the bait of a chance to star in the film version as well, Irene 
Grah Fergu . Cana- | Dunne has nixed a bid to take over the starring role in “Goodbye, My 
ee ee ee when Madeleine Carroll leaves the play in June. Miss Carroll 


| was inked only for one season because her agent, Bert Allenberg, op- 


of plays for next season in the 326- | ject of the Univ. of Texas, it is| Posed her doing any stage work. 


Following Miss Dunne’s nix Abe Lastfogel entered a pitch for Ruth 


| Hussey to take over the role. 
the Union.” 


Her last Broadway vehicle was “State of 





| . Indication of the available legit audience tn Texas towns is seen in 
the $30,000 gross racked up recently by Maurice Evans’ production of 


“Man and Superman” there. 





week of March 21 in a production 
of Arthur Miller’s ‘‘All My Sons” at 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
S. D....Margo Jones is due in 
|New York today (Wed.) by plane 
\from Dallas to attend the theatre 
|conference at the Astor hotel.... 
|Watson Barratt has gone to the 
Coast to design the settings for 
Edwin Lester’s production of “The 
Last Waltz” for the Los Angeles 


season... New Armstrong is press- 
agenting New Stages while Regin- 


Legit Bits 


Joanna Roos will guestar the, 


Revival played one-nighters the week of 
Feb. 14 in Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Ft. Worth and Dallas. 
one of the few touring shows to play that area this season. 


It was 





monson, Philip Moeller and the 
estate of the late Helen Westley, 


former directors, against the The- 


atre Guild... Deal for the Shuberts 


to acquire the Guild theatre, N. Y. 


‘ald Denenholz is on leave of ab-. 
sence for treatments of an ear ail-| 


ment....Categories of 
awards for the current legit season 
will be decided at a meeting today 
(Wed.) of the Theatre Wing board 

The John C. Wilsons left yester- 
day (Tues.) for a month’s vacation 
at the home of Noel Coward in Ja- 
maica, B.W.I., where the actor- 
author is working on a sequel to 


“Tony” 


his autobiog, “Present Indicative” | 


... Helen Hayes has optioned Wil- 
liam McCleery’s “Good Housekeep- 
ing” and will appear in it in a 
strawhat tryout this summer with 
Mary MacArthur. 
|The Theatre Guild will sponsor the 
' production and may present it on 
Broadway in the fall...“Diamond 
Lil,” at the Coronet, N. Y., will be 
dark until Monday night (7) be- 
cause the star, Mae West, fractured 
her ankle Saturday night (26)... 
Kermit Bloomgarden and Gilbert 
_Miller have postponed until next 
season their production of Lillian 
Hellman’s “Montserrat”... Philip 
Loeb will stage Ed Caulfield’s 
“Bruno and Sidney” as the next 


|New Stages production following 
the forthcoming “Sun and I”... 
| Financial: settlement. iv reportedly 
being made of a claim by Lee Si- 


has been delayed by Judge Henry 
W. Goddard in federal court, N. Y. 

Vet Hospital Camp Shows 
“Brigadoon” company snowbound 
on a train for three days east of 
Boise, Ida., last week, reports 


Michael Higgins, who plays ve 


Douglas in the musical .. - 

Jacobson to handle p.a. chores on 
“The Traitor” for Jed Harris .. - 
Maurice Turet flew to the Coast 
last weekend, to take up drumbeat 
chores on “Mr. Adam” for Jack 
Kirkland . . . Gilbert Miller flew 
into N. Y. Saturday from London. 


Longhair Shorts 


Burl Ives recital at Town Hall, 
N. Y., Saturday (5) marks his first 
N. Y. appearance this year on 4” 
88-city tour... Artie Shaw making 











first N. Y. longhair appearance 
with National Orchestral —_ 
April 18 . . . Toronto Globe a 


Mail signed Anatole Chujoy, 0 
N. Y., editor of Dance News, aian 
five daily reviews on Cana 


Dance Festival in Toronto this 


week .. . Oleg Tupine and wile, 


‘Melchior left 


Natalie Clare, signed with Balle’ 
Russe de Monte Carlo. He's eat 
premier danseur with De Bas! oa 
Markova-Dolin troupes; she - 
featured dancer with both ¢ 


A. 
‘panies and .is daughter : 


bi ‘ _,. Mrs. Laur 
Scoops /~ ah Atrice 
Monday (28).\t0 ‘joir ‘her.’ 184 
hunting husband. 
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VARIETY 





~ Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety's 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


’ last season; 
This Last 
Season Season 
- Number of shows current........... a alé ees hele 50a cee 29 
’ Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 880 957 
Total gross for all current shows last week... .$743,500 $728,000 


Total season’s gross so far for all 


shows... .$21,135,200 $20,692,500 


Number of new productions so far.............., 53 50 





eS 








Chi Spurts; Finian’ 


$44 300, ‘Harvey’ 


Lahr-‘Manhattan’ 
NSG 236, Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, March 1. 

“Make Mine Manhattan” was a 
disappointment in first of its two 
weeks at Nixon, getting only 
around $23,000. Aside from fact 
that Pittsburgh has never been a 
good revue town since days of old 
“Follies,” “Vanities’ and “Scan-— 
| dals,” there’s no accounting for the 
bleak biz since show got fine no- 
|tices and Bert Lahr has always 
|been a big fave around here. In 
| fact, last season his “Burlesque” 
smash, the non-musical 








20146, ‘Roberts 2845, Streetcar’ $23,700 sississie* «oreo i 





Chicago, March 1. +4 


“Last week’s,” fair weather and 
Washington’s Birthday hypoed 
jegit b.o. here. “Streetcar” bowed | 
out (Sat. (26), closing in near-sell- | 
out fashion after profitable 22-week | 
ruprian Doherty’s all-Canadian | 

roduction of “Drunkard” opened 
eb. 27 at Studebaker for indef- 
inite Chi run, with genérous mail | 
order advances and healthy box-| 
office activity. “Make Mine Man-| 
hattan” is skedded for March 7 
opening at Great Northern, also for 
indefinite stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert (4th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Boff $44(300, 
with weather and critics in favor, 
of musical. 

“Harvey,” Blackstone (4th week) | 
(1.358; $3.80). Closes March 5 after 

rofitable run, with strong $20,500 | 
ast week. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (24th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). SRO as usual, | 
$28,500. 

“Raze the Roof,” Great Northern 
(6th week) (1,500; $3.71). Last week 
picked up a bit to $14,200. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- | 
ris (22d week) (1,000; $4.33). Closed | 
Sat. (26) with sock $23,700. | 


‘STAIRCASE’ NEAT 86 





New Haven, March 1. | 

Preem of “The Emerald Stair- | 
case” at the Shubert last weekend | 
(24-26) came through with fair | 
enough biz to accompany favorable 
word-of-mouth. A $3.60 top gar-| 
nered close to $8,000 on four per- 
formances. 
Currently “South Pacific” is 
here for a final week of rehearsals | 


prior to breakin next Mon. (7) for | Rajah, Reading (1-2); Comm., Her- | 


a one-week stand. Advance sale | 
has made history at local boxoffice, | 
being a sellout for all perform- | 
ances 10 days ahead of opening. 


‘Allegro’ Swell $28,500, | 
‘Blackouts’ Usual 176, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Marchl1. | 

Only three houses were alight. 
last week, but all did well. Rodg- | 
ers-Hammerstein “Allegro” breezed | 
into town for an 18-day stand, and | 





promptly copped a fine $28,500 for | 


the initial frame to lead the town. | 
Estimates for Last Week 


“10 


IN NEW HAVEN BOW iam (11-5); Victory, Dayton (7- | 


PARKER-CHANEY-‘BORN’ 
NICE $19,800 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 1. 
“Born Yesterday” with Jean 
Parker and Lon Chaney chalked 
up a nice $19,800 for their second 
week at the Geary (1,550; $3.60). 
$3.60). 
“Hellzapoppin of 1949” blasted 
its way into the Curran, Sunday 
(20) (1,776; $4.20), and local crix 


|and audiences alike welcomed back 
|Olsen and Johnson with nods of 


approval. Gross for the first week 
was a tremendous $35,000. 


‘Okla.” Sock $34,000 
In So. Carolina Split 


Charlottesville, S. C. March 1. 

“Oklahoma!” (N. Y. company) 
ground out $34,000 last week be- 
tween Greenville and here. 

Musical played four perform- 
ances in each stand. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 28-March 12) 
“Allegro’”—Biltmore, L. A. (21- 








). 
“Annie Get Your Gun” — Par., 


12). 
“At War With the Army”—wWil- 
bur, Bost. (1-5). 


“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, | 


L. A. (28-12). 

“Born Yesterday”—Geary, Frisco 
(28-12). 

“Brigadoon” — American, 
Louis (28-5); Hartman, Col. (7-12). 

“Desert Song’’—Lyric, All. (28); 


shey (3-5); Blackstone, Chi -(7-12). 

“Favorite Stranger’—Aud., Pon- 
ca City (28); Arcadia, Wich. (1-2); 
Mem, Hall, Ind. (3); Music Hall, 
K. C. (4-5); Worth, Ft. Worth (7-8); 


| Majestic, Dallas (9-10); Par., Austin! was boffo. 


(11); Musie Hall, S. Antonio (12). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 
Chi (28-12). 

“Harvey” (Fay Co.)—Blackstone, 
Chi. (28-5); Shub.-Laf., Det. (6-12). 

“Harvey” (Brown Co.)—Walnut, 
Philly (28-12). 

“High Button Shoes’’—Cass, Det. 
(28-5); Taft, Cincy (7-12). 

“Inside U. S. A.”-—Shubert, Bost. 
(28-12). 

“Ivy Green” — Grand, London, 


“Manhattan,” playing at $4.55 
top, including tax, never got roll- 
ing until late in the week, and 
| while it’s expected to improve on 
closing stanza, will hardly be 
enough to make the fortnight ses- 
sion profitable. 





“Anny Return Big 
$16,000 in Boston; 
US.A. Boff 346 


Boston, March 1. 

Another quiet week so far as to 
number of legits in town but the 
two lighted caught sock biz. “At 
| War With the Army,” marking 
| time here last week and awaiting 
'a Broadway house, returned from 
| Philadelphia after its initial bow 
| here. “Inside U.S.A.” opened tour 
| here at the Shubert and would 
have made big b.o. were it not for 
the fact Beatrice Lillie acquired 
food poisoning and had to drop on 
one performance. 

Opener this week is “The Emer- 
|ald Staircase” at the Wilbur. 
| “Oklahoma!” likewise teed off for 
|a limited engagement at the): 
| Colonial. “Ice Follies” is also cur- 
rent here, doing its usual wow biz | 
| (about $250,000) at the Garden. 
| Estimates for Last Week 

“At War With the Army,” Wil-| 
bur (first week) (1,200; $3.60). 
| Second appearance of this one in 
|a month. Did great biz first time 
around and more the second, first 





| 
| 


St.| week touching $16,000, which is'| 


| sock for no marquee value. Final 


| week is current. 

| “Inside U.S.A.” Shubert (first 
' week) (1,750; $5.40). Long awaited 
| musical was sock on first week, 
| here but only gave seven perform- 
| ances due to illness of Beatrice | 
| Lillie. Even so, the near $34,000 | 
Has two more weeks | 
to go, with big advance. 


EVANS-‘SUPERMAN: 
BIG $12,000 IN K.C. 


Kansas City, March 1. | 
Maurice Evans in “Man and 
| Superman,” for two-days and three | 
'performances in the Music Hall 


| 








“Allegro,” Biltmore (1st wk) (1,- | Ont. (4-5); Royal Alex., Toronto (7-| under A & N Presentations ban- | 


636: $4.20). Good $28,500, about | 
$13,000 being Theatre Guild sub-| 
scriptions. 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan | 
(349th wk) (1,142; $2.40). $17,000. | 


12). 


|ner, hit big $12,000 at top of $3.66. 


“Make Mine Manhattan”—Nixon,* for evenings. 


Pitt. (28-5); Gt. Northern, Chi. (7- 
12). 


“Man and Superman” — Aud., 


| A & N has set Kay Francis in 
|“‘Favorite Stranger” as the next 
|legit booking, March 3-5. The 


“Out of Order,” Las Palmas (2d; Denver (28); Aud., Boulder (1); | Lunts, in “I Speak of Love,” follow 
wk) (338; $3). Okay $4,100 for first ;Chief, Col. Springs (2); Capitol, that March 22-25 as second entry 


full frame. Holds through Thurs- 
day (3). 


‘Desert Song’ Sturdy 
$21,000 in Baltmore | 


Baltimore, March 1. 

“The Desert Song” made an oft- 
repeated visit to Ford’s here last 
week and totaled a_ pleasing 
$21,000. . 
«ttouse is currently dark, with | 
The Heiress” set for March 7, the | 
second of five plays promised | 
under American Theatre Society- | 
Theatre Guild subscription. Nice | 
advance in the till for this one with | 
Sealy response from nearby 

ashington currently blacked out 
for legit. 


Brig’ $27,200, St.L. 


Mp St. Louis, March 1. 
‘ Brigadoon” wheeled into its | 
hird and final week at the Ameri- | 
Can theatre Sunday (27) after a| 
fod second stanza. Stiff opposish | 

m many quarters, particularly a 
Sellout mob for the St. Louis U- 
pklahoma aggies basketball con- 
ia opening of nine-night stand of | 
coe Capades,” plus lethargy of. 
atives for the piece slowed the | 
0. activity. | 
apisht performances ending Sat- | 

ay (26), with the 1,700-seat | 
Ouse scaled to $4.88, grossed an 








i 
' 





() ‘ @~ 


200/00) caret Upon; Ford's, Balto+ (7412.6 a 
, 7 - a 1 ¢ t ‘ . ris s « 


Salt Lake (4-5); Geary, Frisco (12). | 


“Medea” — Shea's, Erie (28); 
Empire, Syr. (1-2); Strand, Ithaca 
(3); Aud., Roch. (4-5); Nixon, Pitt. 
(7-12), 

“Tae, 
(28-12). 

“Olsen & Johnson Revue” — 
Curran, Frisco (28-5). 

“O Mistress Mine’ — Colonial, 
Akron (7); Aud., Youngstown (8); 
Shea’s, Ashtabula (10); Shea's 
Erie (11); Shea’s, Bradford (12). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Car., 
Greenville (28-1); Aud., Columbia 
(2-3): Aud., Augusta (4-5); Aud., 
Montgomery (7-9); Tower, Atlanta 
(10-12). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Col- 
onial, Bost. (28-12). 

“Raze the Roof’—Gt. 
Chi. (28-5); Amer., St. Louis (7-12). 

“Show Boat’—Tower, Atlanta 
(28-5); Carolina, Spart’burg (7-8); 
Nat'l, Greenboro (9-10); Carolina, 
Durham (11-12). 

“South Pacific’ — Shubert, New 
Haven (7-12). 


Roberts’”—Erlanger, Chi. 


| 
“Speak to Me of Love”’—Ly- 
ceum, Mpls. (28-5); Davidson, Mil. 


(7-12). 
“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Davidson, Mil. (28-5); Cass, Det. 


(7-12). 
“The Drunkard” — Studebaker, 
Chi. (28-12). 


“The Emerald Staircase”—Ply- 
mouth, Bost. (28-12). 
“The Heiress” — Hanna, Cleve- 


‘ 


- the Theatre Guild subscription 
ist. 





} 


Joe Brown Ill, But Nabs 
$24,600 in Split Week 


Wilmington, March 1. 
Although Joe E. Brown was ill | 
‘with a virus X infection here last 





’| Saturday (26) he managed to play wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Another sell- 


‘both matinee and evening perform- | 
‘ances of “Harvey,” at the Play-' 
‘house, without either sellout audi- | 
|ence realizing his condition. | 
| Gross for the four-performance 
stand here was $10,100. Added to 


ithe $14,500 take for the four per- 


‘at the Community theatre, Hershey, | 
Pa., it gave the show a total of | 
over $24,600 for the semester. 
| 





| ‘Medea’-Anderson 
Nifty $20,500, Cleve. 


| Cleveland, March 1. 

| Starting a bit slowly, Judith 
| Anderson in “Medea” built up an 
extra-good $20,500 last week at the 
| 1,350-capacity Hanna in eight per- 
'formances at $3.70 top. 

| With Basil Rathbone in 
| “Heiress” currently on deck, the 
‘house goes dark next week, re-| 


very 


\to top figures; over $53,000. 


‘formance; $23,600. 
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Holiday Ups Bway: Knife’ 146 in 4 
‘Home’ Fast Flop, ‘Girls Tops 536, 
‘Shoes Hits 446, ‘Carousel’ Stops 


Sparked by lively business over 
Washington’s’ Birthday, grosses 
made a sharp recovery last week 
on Broadway. The upturn was es- 
pecially sharp since the holiday 
fell early in the week, giving a 
boost when receipts are normally 
light. Attendance was excellent on | 
the holiday eve Monday (21) and 
repeated at matinees Tuesday (22). 
There was the customary falloff 
that night, but the pace through 
the latter part of the week was 
strong, as usual. 

This week’s only opening is 
“Two Blind Mice,” at the Cort, to- 
night (Wed.). A single opening is 
slated for next week and two the 
following week. “Richard IIT’ | 
closed Saturday night (26), “Any- 
body Home” folded last night 
(Tues.), “Carousel” and “Blood | 
Wedding” will shutter next Satur- | 
day night (5), and “My Name Is} 
Aquilon” will close Monday (7). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All for Love,” Hellinger (5th 
wk). (R-1,543; $6). Musical im- 
proved slightly with the general | 
uptrend, but is still running deeply 
in the red; poor $7,000. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(7th wk) (R-1,472; $6). Added ca- 
pacity in the new location was a 
big help for the holiday and week- 
end business; possible take is now 
$44,000; last week’s gross best to! 
date, $36,000. 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert 
(12th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). There 
was little room for improvement 
here; over $32,500. 

“Anybody Home,” Golden (1st | 
wk) (D-769; $4.80). Premiered Fri- 
day night (25) to brutal reviews; | 
first three performances got $2,800; 
closed last night (Tues.). 

“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (15th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Michael Todd smash hopped back | 


“Big Knife,” National (1st wk) | 
(D-1,172; $4.80). Clifford Odets’ 
newest opened Thursday night (24) 
to generally adverse notices; 
claimed almost $14,000 for first 
four performances and has large 
advance; better indication this 
week. 

“Blood Wedding,’ New Stages 
(8d wk) (D-299; $3). New Stages 
production ends limited engage- 
ment Saturday night (5); moderate | 
$3,000. 

“Born Yestérday,” Miller (160th | 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Also rode the | 
holiday groundswell to okay $13,-| 


700. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (5th wk) 
(M-1,659; $3.60). First week in the 
new location failed to maintain the 
pace of previous weeks at the City 
Center; two Sunday (20) perform- 
ances at the old spot drew $8,700, 
while first seven times at present 
stand got $18,000, bringing the 
total to $26,700 for nine shows; 





/closing Saturday night (5). | 


“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco | 
(3d wk) (D-931; $4.80). Arthur | 
Miller smash, already virtually | 
conceded the Critics’ Circle and | 
Pulitzer prizes, is getting every- | 
thing that can be packed into the | 
house, with theatre party commis- | 
sions the only limiting factor; the 
standee limit is reached every per- 


“Diamond Lil,” Coronet (3d wk) 
(CD-1,003; $4.80). Hokum laff- 
meller is apparently an established 
draw; however, Mae West broke 
her ankle Saturday (26), requiring 
the cancellation of that night’s per- 
formance and refund of $4,000; 
gross for seven performances, $23,- 
400: to reopen Monday (7). 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck- (22d 


out week for this British “import; 
$28,000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(15th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Chang~ 
ing location is a recognized test of 
a hit, and this Madeleine Carroll 
starrer has made the grade; ca- 





North.. formances the first half of the week | pacity $23,300. 


“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(73d wk) (M-1,900; $6). Holdover | 
musical profited from the large | 
capacity of the house, with the | 
holiday trade a_ strong factor; 
soared to almost $44,000. - 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (36th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Skating spec 


is always a holiday attraction; with 
an extra performance (10 for the. 


week), the take went to $44,000. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (9th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). 


\(3d wk) 
| benefited somewhat from 


| followed 


provement; underquoted last week: 
topped $32,500, over capacity and 
a new high. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(19th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Day 
family sequel has been overquoted 
recently; $18,000. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Royale 
(15th wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). .An- 
other comedy that proved a holi- 
day magnet; $23,600. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (21st wk) 
(M-1,319; $6). Holiday schedule 
was a hypo here; almost $25,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Be- 
lasco (8th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Also 
benefited from the _ early-week 
boost; $22,300. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (54th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Always 
SRO at this service play, but the 
holiday upped the standee trade; 
$34,800. 

“My Name Is Aquilon,” Lyceum 
(CD-990; $4.80). Also 
trend, 
but otherwise just riding out the 
subscription period; closing de- 
layed for an extra performance 
Monday night (7) for a theatre 
party; $12,200 was nearly all sub- 
scribers. 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (21st 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Another one 
that got a lift from the holiday; 
fine $21,000. 

“Red Gloves,” Mansfield (12th) 
wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). Has another 


| week to go; up a bit to $15,000. 


“Richard III,” Booth (3d wk) (D- 
712; $4.80). Couldn’t survive the 


| scheduled four weeks, and closed 


Saturday night (26) after 23 per- 
formances; spurted to $12,500 for 


| the finale. 


“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (14th 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Rose with the 


|trend; new high for the engage- 


ment at $23,000 for nine perform- 
ances. 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (65th wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Also climbed on_ the 
{strength of general conditions; 
$25,700. 

“They Knew What They 


Wanted,” Music Box (2d wk) (D- 
1,012; $4.80). Paul Muni’s personal 
draw is the principal b.o. factor; 
first full week got $18,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (C- 
1,064; $4.80). Play by Samuel Spe- 
wack, presented by Archer King 
& Harrison Woodhull; opens to- 
night (Wed.). 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(20th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Climbed 
again to capacity; fine $37,600. 


Mice, Nice 1456, 
‘Okla!’ OK, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 1. 


Philly, down to one legit house 
this week, continues with that 
sparse fare until next Thursday 
(10), when the new Sidney Kings- 
ley play, “Detective Story,” preems 
at the Locust for what is an- 
nounced as a nine-day engagement. 
It’s Philly’s first preem_ since 
“Death of a Salesman” at the same 
house. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Hershel, the Jester,’ Walnut 
(1,340; $3.25). Maurice Schwartz’s 
Yiddish Art Theatre did well as 
usual in single week’s stay, $15,000. 
Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” now in 
for two weeks’ run, but had to can- 
cel last night’s (Mon.) opening be- 
cause of the star’s illness. 

“Oklahoma!” Shubert (4th week) 
(1,877; $3.90). Big musical, on its 
third local visit, turned in a nice 
figure, considering it was battling 
transit strike for 10 days of its 
stay. Last week’s $28,400 disap+ 
pointing. House dark two weeks, 
then: “Inside U.S.A.” (return) on 
14th. 

“Two Blind Mice,’ Forrest (2d 
week) (1,580; $3.90). Comedy did 
pretty well during two weeks’ try- 
out here although consensus of 
opinion was it still needed plenty 
of fixing, especially in final act, 
when it left; $14,500. 


‘Heiress’ $12,800, Cincy 


Cincinnati, March 1. 
“The Heiress” grossed $12,800 
last week in the 1,300-seat Cox the- 
ater at $3.69 top. Biz was consid- 








ered fair for reason that the show 
Invariably gets | 


“Medea,” also of the 


SRO trade; last week got abso-| heavy type. 


lutely all the house will hold at | 


just over $47,100. 


“Lend <An_ Ear,” Broadhurst 


House has the comedy “O Mis- 


| tress Mine” this week, with the 
‘musical “High Button Shoes” ar- 


‘opening March 14 with “Briga- (11th wk) (R-1,160; $6). First week riving next week in the 2,500-seat 
ooh?” 4 wet VU 


-) /0bat new locatiow showed a ‘nice im-' Paft at $4.31 top. “8 * 8) 


J 
'f*ed gy st ae 





a oe 


Pelt, Sonatas 

















= ow lonel 


5 lai ane. eR SS I 2 


i 
| 


Se EE Bs, 


a 


oe ae 


Bs oc ge 


i 
; 





wee 


Sian oka 
Ree . 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 2, 1949 





Plays on Broadway 


The Big Knife 


,serivener who happens to be as 


Dwight Deere Wiman and Strasberg. W.k. for her chapeaux or her chit- | 


Odets production of drama in three acts chat. 

done set) by Clifford Odets. Stars John . eer 

Garfield; features Nancy Kelly, Jc Edward ™ castings are good we their | 
romberg, au cGrath, einho rmance never nvincin 
Schunzel, Joan McCracken, Theodore tect age teagy! ro 8, 


Newton. Directed by Lee Strasberg; set- 


tings, Howard Bay; costumes, Lucille Lit- Reinhold Schunzel 


of the lins. 











Plays Abroad 


The Human Touch 


London, Feb. 14. 
Stanley French presentation of Firth 
Shepard production of new play in three 





even in the top moments, because | acts (seven scenes) by J. Lee Thompson 


and Dudley Leslie. Directed by Peter 
Ashmore. At Savoy, London, Feb. 11, °49. 


+3 ney N. Y., opening Feb. 24, plays the benign 10%er like a Dr. James Y. Simpson..... ana Guinness 
ice . ; ; | yy ee Corer: ophie Stewa 
As casgksiennes Frank Wilson Dutch comedian, although intended | (irs, Stmpson.-.--.--++++5 a oe 
Buddy Bliss ....+sss+++s-- William Terry to be a switch on the usual agent. | (ady Janet Graham......-- Adrien Corrie 
Charlie Castle ............ John Garfield Theodore Newton is the old faith- | Professor Syme............- John Laurie 
Patty Benedict............. Leona Powers ful author who would take Gar-|Dr. Macintyre............ Robert Sansom 
Peewee COGS. 66008606 +s .: Nancy Kelly ‘ ( rd ‘ | Dr. Shearer...........-....Milton Rosmer 
Nat Danziger......... Reinhold Schunzel | field’s wife ‘away from this all, — oe ree Edward Wheatleigh 
Moscus Hom... ...... J. Edward Bromberg since he was coerced into signing | Dr. Ashwell.......... ......Jack Hislop 
Smiley Coy............... Paul McGrath that ole debbil 14-y lay-or-pay | Dr. Mandel........... P. Kynaston Reeves 
Connie Bliss..........- Mary Patton hat ole Ge : year play-or-pay i |) SE re Pe Keith Shepherd 
— mage RESAS Come es ——- jenee contract. Sandy Simpson........... Archie Duncan 
pas saehe es oan meurack i i hills manse | Davie RVR: Davi ole 
Dr. Frary........ ; - John McKee There is a nice Bev ' Angus MacGregor...... Stanley Foreman 


set, with a bar and much drinking 
biz, as part of the action. The play- 
wright’s spiraled approach to his 
anti-Hollywood attack is matched 
by a spiral staircase, leading up- 
stairs, which is the dominant cen- 
tral focus of the action. 

Garfield like Charles Boyer in 
“Red Gloves” enjoys a_ sizeable 
advance-sale and_ theatre-party 
cushion but like the Sartre play, 





“The Big Knife,” for all its dull- 
ness, is a two-edged sword as a 
dramatic entry. In attempting to 


stick the titular stiletto into Holly- 
wood it achieves the dominating 
result of exposing dramatist Clif- 
ford Odets as the champ sorehead 
of show business, circa 20th cen- 
tury. His hate for Hollywood has 
so distorted his ‘dramaturgical 
talents as to make “Knife” dull its 
obvious rapier barbs before the 
first act is over. 

In choosing to view Hollywood 
and its production potentates as a 
combination of greed, vice and 
chicanery, the ten-twent-thirt over- 
tones are so ridiculous, in their ebb 
moments, of which there are not 


—must catch up with the short- | 
comings of the play. Abel. 


Anybody Home 


Features -Phyllis Holden, Donald Curtis, 


Richardson. Directed by Ralph Forbes; 


Golden, N. Y., Feb. 25, ’49; $4.80 top ($7.20 


a few, as to create an even greater opentne)- cies Settee 
wonder—why and how did John Joah faa areca Emory Richardson 


Bee I. k's ha b0'e 0 a Roger Clark 
Kay Howard......... ..Phyllis Holden 
Julia Henley........ Katherine Anderson 


Garfield, impresario Dwight Wi- 
man, “et al., come to do it? 


Overlooking that Odets was not Harry............... Lloyd Holden 
above being payrolled at RKO, BOSIOE .s sies coceee says. Valerie Valaire 


h on eet eae Donald Curti 
Metro and Warners, the heinous 7°" 40¥* oe ay 


grievance is that it’s a bad play. 
It talks itself and the customers | 
into an inertia which almost didn’t 
require the star doing that suicidal 
finale. 

The motivations are inept, and 
for all the attempts at realism the 
entire structure is thoroughly un- 
believable. Maybe there are sleek, 
suave and resourceful entrepre- | 

eurs of double-talk and double- 





gressively embarrassing. 

For the ees, a 
A : Home” was written by a retired | 
see k® SRY AMCGratH, NNO. chemical engineer and the” pro- 
worthwhile. But’ if Garfield suf. ducer-femme lead is his wife. The | 


play, a “romantic drama,” is about | q 





This is an interesting study of 
the life and struggle of Dr. Simp- 
son to get his discovery of chloro- 
form accepted by the bigoted med- 
ical community of the Edinburgh 
of 1847. While subject makes for 
good drama its appeal is, of neces- 
sity, likely to be confined to those 
interested in curative methods and 
factual stories on either side of the 


the b.o.—or rather the lack thereof Atlantic. 


| Scene is set in a modest home, | 
where the already-honored physi- | 


cian is endeavoring to convince his 


| fellows of the humanity of reliev- 

Phyllis Holden production of drama in| ing the agonies of childbirth by the 
two acts (four scenes) by Robert Pyzel.| yse of his new drug. Not only is 
Roger Clark, Katherine Anderson, Emory | he derided, but he’s forbidden to 


administer the panacea, following 


scenery and lighting, Louis Kennel. At 'the death of one or two patients 
| with weak hearts. 


Undaunted, Simpson experiments 


on himself, his assistant supplying | 


chloroform through a gauze filter, 
and triumphantly emerges with 
his own weak heart unaffected. 

Alec Guinness 
orable performance as the young 


“Anybody Home” is the sort of doctor, and Sophie Stewart sup- 
desperately earnest attempt that plies warm, motherly characteriza- 
defies a first-nighter’s tolerance. | tion as his loyal wife. The staunch | 
It’s another cruel demonstration, support of the doctor’s young as- 
that, at least in the theatre, sin- sistant is ably delineated by John 
cerity is no substitute for talent. Gregson, and John Laurie as a 
It is a hopeless flop, at first unin- tough, but fair-minded opponent,| _. ; 
tentionally funny and then pro- brings all his Scottish forthright flicts at golden wedding celebra- 
ltion of the elder Chanlers, 


personality into full play. Clem. 


Guignol 


Reunion des Theatres Nationaux pro- 
uction of comic opera, Directed by ax 


de Rieux. Music by Andre Bloch, book by 


fered so under a $3,000,000-plus, | 4 Westchester county (N. Y.) wife’s | Justin Godert ard Haare Bloch, book by 


14-year contract it was the easiest | struggle to 


thing to walk out. If celluloid ty- marriage The terribly stilted meue, F a ee 
Ay neal : pee : ‘ » Paris. | 

coon J. Edward Bromberg holds dialog is packed with cliches, non-|Guignol............... Gabriel Couret | 
the threat of exposure over his | sequiters and unrelated topical Gnafron.................. Emile Rosseau | 
recalcitrant star, there is never an | banalities joo —eppbbbepebenenee ion ane 
- — os ae ” ’ é PS cc cccbeccccese aymon made | 

acceptable explanation for it. Even allowing for the impossible | TMNT is. ossweds babes Jean Paul Yver 
All of Garfield’s mooning over | script, the production, direction | Cadet... --.---.-.+--+. ee 
Nancy Kelly who pleads for him| and most of the performances are | Captain... Ao 6 ae 
to get away from all this’—mind | inexcusable. However, Katherine Corporal .................... Tirache 


you, a $3,000,000-plus, 14-year play- | Anderson somehow survives the 


a. rer rr Saint Clair 
eee ae er Irene Joachim 


or-pay contract—is about as con-|incredible part of a glamorous Madelon..... 7”. Marguerite Legouhy 


vincing as a political curve pitched | femme edition of John J. Anthony | 
up from the Kremlin. Joan Mc-| (relentlessly quoting a father who) 





Only in Paris could it happen at 


Cracken, the round-heels, studio-| remains mercifully offstage), and a national opera house—the pro- 


payrolled babe who rebels at her | Emory Richardson retains his dig- 

casting-couch, three-year contract | nity as an Uncle Tom butler. 

and yens for honest matrimony| The opening night audience came 

with Garfield is more oh-nuts than late and left early. obe. 

Odets. | (Closed last night (Tues.) after 
“Big Knife” cast-wise and pro- | 11 performances.) 


+ er ig is a sort of Group pipe-ieaiianatinnl 

eatre reunion. Garfield was in -A-Do 

Odets’ “Golden Boy” which the, ,,/0¢K-A-Doodle-Doo 
Harold Clurman group sparked |,. The Experimental Theatre, put- 
over a decade ago and in which 28 on Iris Tree's play, “Cock-A- 
cast were (the late) Roman Bohnen, | Doodle-Doo,”” at the Lenox Hall 
Frances Farmer  (sic!), Luther , Settlement House, N.Y., Saturday 
Adler (title role), Art Smith, Lee ‘26, under sponsorship of the 
J. Cobb, Morris’ Carnovsky Elia American National Theatre and 
Kazan, Michael Gordon Howard Academy, went overboard on this 
da Silva and Robert Lewis, most | Me: A confused melange of bur- 
of whom have carved important 
niches for themselves in Holly- 
wood and on Broadway. 


half dozen styles of playwrighting 


ing and there are marathons of 


dull in-betweens. The underlying a rns Tee, 


duction of an opera that is hilari- 
ously (and intended to be) funny 
and at the same time delightfully 
tuneful. 

At the Opera Comique, “Guig- 


gives a mem-| 


I Know My Love 


Madison, Wis., Feb. 22. 

Theatre Guild and John C. Wilson pro- 
duction of romantic drama in three acts 
by S. N. Behrman. Stars Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne. Directed by Lunt; 
settings, lighting and costumes by Stew- 
art Chaney. Opened at University of Wis- 
consin’s Union theatre, Madison, Feb. 7, 
*49; $3.60 top. 
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S. N. Behrman’s adaptation from 
“Aupres de Ma Blonde,” with Al- 
|fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, is a 
|conscientious novel attempt to 


trace a man’s and woman’s charac- | 


ters from the time of their be- 


versary. 
that of telling the story backwards 
|'—is the play’s chief merit, with 
costuming, conversational topics 
and settings adhering faultlessly to 
the times depicted. However, fam- 
ily episodes and character devel- 
opments, revealed through flash- 


| backs, became verbose and discon- | 


nected at the opening, thereby los- 
ing hold of original theme of play. 

“I Know My Love” has an out- 
standing first act; remainder of 


production never quite brings it- | 


‘self up to excellent pace and inter- 


|est set forth in opening scenes. As 
|play progresses—yet retrogresses 


in time—plot, humor, satire and 
philosophy are lost. A lot has to be 
done before this can achieve Broad- 
way success. 

Opening act displays family con- 


bril- 
liantly portrayed by the Lunts. A 
rebellious granddaughter who re- 
fuses to enter into a planned mar- 
riage, her stuffy but weak parents, 


ithe frustrated and tyrannical eld- | 


—all are on hand for the anniver- 
sary. Each character 
{etched and every family conflict is 
exposed through deft dialog and 


| Sparkling bits of action. 
| Mild love scene between the 
|'Lunts, as the elderly couple, is 


| touching and eloquent, revealing 
'past life as a cue for the acts to 
|follow. Second and 
‘however, are taken up by isolated 
, family incidents that never suc- 
|ceed in throwing light upon the 
| theme set in first stanza. Thus pro- 
' duction falters to 4 weak finis. 

|. There is remarkable realism in 
ithe players’ progression of youth; 


trothal to their 50th wedding anni- ; 
Method of presentation— | 


|est son who despises his octogena- | 
rescue her tottering ography by Jacques Etchevery; sets and |Yrian father, the meek and retiring | 
| daughter with her boring husband | 


is sharply | 


third acts, | 


nol,” described by its librettists) not merely in costumes, but faci- 
as an “opera bouffe de cape et, 4lly, and in character, habit and 
trique” (freely translated as “a attitude. Apparent, too, are the 
comic opera with buskin and trap- | skillful performances by the en- 
door’) has been added to its reper- tire company, particularly Betty 
toire. | Caulfield as the granddaughter, 

Caught at its second per-| Geoffrey Kerr as son Frederic. 
formance, “Guignol,” with a score} Katharine Bard’s_ portrayal of 
by Andre Bloch and libretto and daughter Claire, Hugh Franklin as 





| 


| 


lesque and fantasy that included a opera house. 
t The plot, which sounds like a ticated humor, wit and intellectual | 
, and play-ecting, the play weak off! happier effort in the collabora-/ discussions that, at times, tend to 
., in several directions, and got now- tive efforts of Bill 
There are moments of fine writ-| here. Satirical swipes at radio and S. J. Perelman, deals with a set of | ence. 


| 





lyrics by Henri Fabert and Justin! dipso Uncle Daniel, and Henry 
Godard, gave this reviewer one of Barnard’s version of young Rich- 
his most pleasant evenings at any | ard. 


Saroyan and/Tise above heads of general audi- 


Opening-night responses | 


's, at the | marionets who come to life one came from an academic audience : . - 
doubtful pleasure of city life as evening and go on what sounds/at a university theatre long known | S°lution in order to bring the cur- 


keynote is spurious but the exterior compared to farm life, had some like a calvados jag. It starts with | for its affection for the Lunts. | 


trimmings are pseudo-sophistica- i i i 
/point, but garbled speeches about | a wedding and double kid 
columnist Jife, love, reality and the “let-| by a highwasten. The denaian 


tion. The Hollywood 


| Lunt’s adroit direction and Stew- 
The drunken | art Chaney’s expert settings and | 


Plays Out of. Town 


development and 

—. pe overall 
marked degree that presage 4 
acceptance when it hits Brosdwe. 
in its completed form. y 


Author has charted a so 
different course on the yey " 
dramaturgy. He has utilized the 
potentially morose background of 
a smalltown undertaking parlor as 
the setting for some riotous com. 
edy without resorting to the ele- 
/ment of farce. Also, he has in. 
jected into the proceedings a quan- 
tity of down-to-earth philosophy 
that leaves a substantial imprint. © 

Sharpshooters on the prow] 
pick off objectionable "‘=aaee 
along certain lines (author Dalton 
Trumbo is one of the “unfriendly 
10” listed in the Congress con- 
tempt case) will not find such ma- 
terial here. Although the script 
does contain a stray line here and 
there that might be questioned 
primarily the play is a story of ap- 
| parent frustration such as is expe- 
rienced by countless men who, on 
reaching middle age, regard them- 
‘selves as failures. 


Central character is Bert Hutch- 
ins, smalltown Colorado mortician 
who thinks his 18-year-old daugh- 
ter is about to toss herself away 
on a questionable lad while he js 
powerless to do anything about it 
because of a money lack. A much- 
disliked international financial ty- 
coon, John Troybalt, who makes 
his home in the town, is on the 
verge of death, and Hutchins has 
figured to capitalize on the event 
by snaring an option, in Denver, on 
the only bronze casket between 
Chicago and the Coast. 


On the night of the death vigil, 
Hutchins’ friend, Dr. Stewart, 
drops in for a little drinking, and 
the two are pretty well oiled by 
the time the signal comes (it’s a 
light on Troybalt’s mountain-top 
home, to be extinguished the min- 
ute he dies) that the tycoon has 
passed on. Fearful that the services 
will be turned over to a Denver 
undertaker, Bert and the sawbones 
go up to the mansion and kidnap 
the “body,” claiming that they had 
| been called in on the case. A hand- 
some fee is arranged and it looks 
like Bert’s troubles are solved, but 
the “‘corpse” revives, and it’s a hec- 
tic program from there on in. 

_ Play’s title is not an apt one. As 
is, it’s built around a minor charac- 
| ter, representing the emerald stair- 
case to the castle of dreams of 
| Bert’s youthful daughter. A more 
| fitting title could be devised cen- 
| tering on Hutchins himself. 

|. Thomas Mitchell’s portrayal of 
| Hutchins is head-of-the-class thesp- 
_ing. His timing is standout, and 
| his emotional interpretation rates 
/a bow, too. He has a worthy stage 
| colleague in Walter Abel, who fits 
| the medic-philosopher role to a T. 
| Russ Brown, as the town’s news- 
paper editor, and Rhys Williams, 
| local druggist, cash in heavily on 
good dialog and action tossed their 
| way. Dorothy Peterson registers 
/as Bert’s understanding wife, and 
| William J. Kelly is effective as the 
| ailing tycoon. 

Good minor support is record- 
,ed by Lois June Nettleton and 
Robert Readick, youthful romantic 
interest; Charity Grace, an eccen- 
'tric nurse; Fay Roope and Brent 


presentation 
Setup to a 








| Sargent, Troybalt’s business asso- 
Dialog discloses flashes of sophis- | “late and private physician. 


Staging hits a torrid pace in sec- 
nd act and comes right back for 
more in early stages of stanza 
three. A nosedive in final moments 
is a problem that wilk require a 


tain down to a sock finale. 
A unique setting incorporates a 
double-deck exterior, showing the 


(femme) is an unbelievable harri- _me-take-you-away-from-it-all” stuff wedding guests go off in pursuit. | costumes reveal tremendous possi- | distant mountain-top. with an inte- 


dan but some of the inside-stuff | simply bogged the play down The guests get pinched by the gen- | bilities. 


dialog about her 


litics would. 
have you believe nopelessty. | 


t's a certain’ An attractive group of actors 
‘handled themselves as well as 
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== score, it’s here that the spectator 


| Bloch has come up with haunting- 
_ly beautiful melodies. 


Colin are in perfect harmony with | 
| the book. " 


but skillfully, 


More concentration in| 
darmes after being taken for the | theme and action, plus a lighter 
highwayman’s henchmen. | touch to the flashbacks of younger | 

The leading singers make en-| days, could very well give the The- | 


possible under the circumstances. | trances and disappearances, atre Guild and John C. Wilson a’ 
Katherine Squire, as a neurotic | through 
grandmother giving up country | Thurston ever used. The carpen-| next fall. 

life for the city; Margaret Feury,/ try bill must have equalled the. Se 
as a romantic farm woman, and / French national debt. 
Charles Heston, as a mysterious | makes no sense whatsoever but is 
lover from the mists, stood out.| so brilliantly 
Wolfgang Roth’s skeletonized set| so delightful that 
of a farmhouse was unusually good. | of lucidity are almost resented. 


than, more successful New York opening | 
Greg. 


more trapdoors 


The story) The Emerald Staircase 


adaie New Haven, Feb. 24. 
| zee Sabinson production of comedy i 
moments three acts by Dalton Trumbe. Stars 
( | Thomas Mitchell; features Walter Abel, 
However, when it comes to the! Rhys Williams, Russ Brown, Dorothy 
Peterson, William J. Kelly. Directed by 
Herman Shumlin; setting, Leo Kerz: cos- 
tumes, Eleanor Goldsmith. Opened at 
pope theatre, New Haven, Feb. 24, °49; 
. | $3. op. 
I Ss. His second! Bert Hutchins 
act ballet music will rank right | Horton Paige 


written with lyrics! 


| 
| 
| 
any | 


gets his big thrill. For Andre 


Se . Geer Thomas Mitchell | 
Russ Brown 


along with Prokofiev’s “Ballet of Come ie _oorothy Peterson | 
” u been 
Steel” score. If compelled to get Buddy Geyane......." teat Been | 


technical this reviewer would de-, Dr. Jay Stewart............ Walter Abel 
scribe it as music which follows a Miss Tipton .............. Charity Grace | 
ridiculously rococo plot and is a De Wilts ott Rhys Williams | 


‘ OU POTS Brent 
perfect hybrid of exquisite roman- Col. “Fay Roope | 


ticism interlarded with brilliant John Troybalt....... William J. Kelly | 
13 First Nurse ....... Alexand da | 
| Jazz. a ao exander Lockwood | 





The decor and settings by Paul | wes it 
ct ha This particular “Emerald” im-. 
) The direction of Max presses as a comedy gem that can | 
de Rieux takes full opportunities be cut and polished to high box- 
of a daffy plot to play it broadly office lustre for both stage and} 

| screen. A quality of ingenuity that 
.. Vandy. ipermeates the play’s conception, 


rior funeral parlor that includes a 
transparent wall disclosing a prep- 
aration chamber. It’s clever de- 
signing. Bone. 


AVAILABLE— 
SUMMER THEATRE 


miles from 


























New England City, 75 
N. ¥. Stage 22 ft. wide, 30 ft. deep. 
Seats 300. City 175,000 pop., has solid 
Ample = dressing 


legit _ following. 


rooms, toilets, lounge. 


RESPONSIBLE PARTIES ONLY 


Box V-55, Variety, 154 W. 16th St., 
New York 19, N. ¥. 




















EXPERIENCED 
SUCCESSFUL WRITER 


will write, re-write or doctor play 
as vehicle for star—alone, in yess 
collaboration, or based on previe~ 
ideas or situatiens. Write partie 
ulars. 
Box V-51, Variety, 154 W, 46th Street 
New York 19, N. ¥. 
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3 aper and magazine read- 
wae the v. S. has reached its 
atest peak, according to statis- 
tics obtained from the 1949 edition 
of N. W. Ayer & Son’s Directory 


Newspaper. Mag Reading at Peak |athy exhibited by the 


Abbey | 
Theatre directorate and by many of 


his friends could not crab the fact | 


that a new and creative artist had | 
brightened the horizon and given 
the decadent Irish theatre a re- 


ve 


list is issued, there will be a meet- | 
ing held to discuss the identifica-| 


| 
Most Expensive Ad 


tion with stories. 





Chicago Sunday Tribune ran the 
most expensive single advertise- 
ment to appear in a newspaper. 
Ad, run by Nu-Fab Co., consisted 
of rayon fabric material which ‘ran 
through the presses as regular 
newsprint carrying an advertising 


of Newspapers _and Periodicals. | vitalizing shot in the arm. But the message extolling the product as a 
‘Listed in the directory were 445 bitterness engendered resulted in cleaning cloth. 
new publications started last year; |O’Casey’s departure for London, | 


One-time run cost $40,000, in- 


of those, 18 were magazines of gen- and his valediction to Eire is con-| cluding the cost of 440,000 square 


| circulation. Newspaper publi- 
cation, poth daily and weekly, was 


ased by 307. 
the directory also revealed that 


newsstand sales of 
reached a total of 229,000,000 per 
issue, while da ily newspapers 
reached an alltime high circula- 
tion of 52,097,872 per issue. 





Miss McGill Death Ends Fund 
Passing on Feb. 15 of Eliza Mc- 
Gill, 78, secretary to the late Dr. 


Talcott Williams, first director of | 


the Columbia Graduate School of 
Journalism, ends a fund which in- 


yolved many show business and 


literary celebs. for the past several 
ears, Miss McGill, who suffered 
from arthritis, was helped by a 
fund contributed to by many of the 
men she had helped. Among them 
were publisher M. Lincoln Schus- 


ter; Lester Markel, Sunday editor | 


of the New York Times; Gerald 
Spiero, of Spiero-Kayton; econo- 
mist Merrylle S. Rukeyser; pro- 
ducer-composer Arthur Schwartz; 
and Howard Dietz and Si Seadler, 





of Metro. 
She died in Evansville, Ind., 
where she moved last year. 
Due From Doubleday 
H. Allen Smith, A. J. Liebling 


and W. Somerset Maugham have 
new books due soon via Doubleday. 
“Low and Inside,” co-authored by 
Smith ‘no rela- 
tion), “Mink and Red Herring.” a 
second collection of Liebling’s New 
Yorker pieces, and “Quartet,” the 
four: Maugham = stories. already 
filmed by J. Arthur Rank, are the 
titles. 

Also slated by Doubleday is 
“How to Play the Piano,” penned 
by Jacques Fray and Dr. David 
Saperton; former is the first clas- 
sical disc jockey. 

_ Joseph Fields working on drama- 
tization of “Mrs. Candy,” by Robert 
Tallant. 





Ask Gallico Ouster 
Expulsion of Paul Gallico from 


the Authors League was demanded | 


in a message sent to Oscar Ham- 
merstein II, league prexy. by 15 
members of the National Council 
of Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

The group scored a column un- 
der Gallico’s byline, in the N. Y. 
Journal American Feb. 22, which 
was the story of a Russian father 
of today telling his son in dialect 
his version of the George Washing- 


ton vag 4 tree episode. NCASP 
writers labeled the column “anti- 
Semitic.” 


The McCoy on O’Casey 
Sean O'Casey, turbulent Irish 
genius of the Abbey Theatre Play- 
ers in Dublin, presents a further 
vol. of his autobiog., ‘“Inishfallen 
Fare Thee Well” (Macmillan, $4.75). 
Like the three preceding books of 
his tough and contentious career 
up from the docks of the River 
Liffey, this one too, will be her- 
alded by literati circles with the 
acclaim not always granted to his | 
controversial and explosive dramas. 
From the coal dust of Dublin’s | 
dockyards to the star dust of the, 
more rarified areas proved no easy | 
Pullman jump for the unorthodox 
O’Casey. 
Having learned about poverty, 
Irish politics and playwrighting 
during the early hardpan years, 
is articulate and impassioned 
apostle of the Dublin tenement 
slums had established himself, by 
his late 30s, as Ireland’s greatest 
modern dramatist. Propelled by 
the Irish Players, then in their 
usty prime, his first productions 
(Juno and the Paycock” and “The 
lough and the Stars,” 1925-26) 
definitely notched him as the 
Master portrayer of comedy and 
— native in idiom, savage in 
ny and never-sparing-the-whip 
in realism. 
thote fourth book of his odyssey 
rough life brings one close to 
e terror and drama of the Easter- 
peek rebellion (1916), the sniping 
n dark streets, the dread Black- 
sean raids, the summary road- 
e executions. Lightening his 
raeeround, you're with him as he 
: _ elbows with the Dublin gods 
“7 half-gods political, theatrical 
a. literary. His first stabs at one- 
Ct plays, his intimate closeups of 
ana lets, Yeats, Lady Gregory 
. gothers, and his first drama hit 
vad e Abbey, give the reader a 
Trative with nary a drag. 
tion e damning of his first produc- 


~ 
ee 


~“+-. 


a oe 


| Chi Sunday H-A to l5e 


| jury in words. A final ironic cir- 
|cumstance is made manifest in that 
jthe actors of the Abbey who joined | 
Ve: him, | 
the number of subscriptions and years later presented this play and | 


|in the controversy against 


their great renown 
dividends. 


and plenty 
Smit. 





| Chicago Herald-American. one 
of the last of the Hearst papers to 
keep the 10c tag on Sunday edi- 
tion, switches to 15c March 6. Ris- 
ing cost of newsprint and labor 
caused hike, according to Hearst 
| official. 

While there is no immediate 
prospect that other Sunday papers, 
Tribune and Sun-Times, will 
change their 10c price, Sun-Times 
is holding management huddle 
with one of the major issues being 
price raise for both daily and Sun- 
day editions. Daily S-T is now 4c. 





Trask Buys Penn Play Co. 
The Penn Publishing 
,Co. of Philadelphia, in biz since 
| 1899, was sold last week to Frank- 
lin Trask, summer stock operator. 
| Trask, who controls 14 strawhats, 
|and the Brattle Hall theatre in 
Cambridge, will operate from Ply- 
mouth, Mass., where all mail or- 
| ders will be handled. 

Penn Play Co. also acts as agents 
for Samuel French, 
Play Service and Baker’s. The 
Philadelphia office will remain in 
operation. 





That Hub Censor Again 
Boston's book banning process is 
again under fire, this time by 
Knopf, New American Library of 
World Literature and Duell, Sloan 


and Pearce, who claim Massachu- | 


setts’ law contravenes freedom of 
the press and deprives publishers 
of their property without due 
course of law. 

| Books under question are “Ser- 
}enade” and “God’s Little Acre.” 


' Attorney General Francis E. Kelly | 


had secured an interlocutory de- 
cree finding the books obscene, in- 
decent and impure, causing them 
to be removed from book stands. 





| Eire Lifts Huxley Ban 
| Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New 
| World,” banned by Irish book cen- 
/sors in March, 1932, shortly after 
|its publication, has just been re- 
moved from the banned list fol- 
| lowing an application to the Ap- 
peal Board. 
| Kate O’Brien’s “The Land of 
| Spices,” banned in 1941, has also 
' been removed from the black list, 


| together with an English magazine, | 


| Argosy, which got the censor’s red 
| light a year ago. 





S & S Ups Blackwell 

Betsy Talbot Blackwell, editor- 
in-chief of Mademoiselle mag, has 
| been elected to board of directors 
/of Street & Smith Publications, 
first femme so honored in com- 
'pany’s 94-year-old history. 

As result, Miss Blackwell 
given up the post she also held as 
ed-in-chief of Mademoiselle’s Liv- 
ing, companion to Mademoiselle. 
Edith Brazwell Evans, promotion 
and merchandise director of Liv- 
; ing, was upped to ed-in-chief post. 





Goodrich Buys Trentonian 
| Edmund Goodrich, former com- 


'posing room superintendent of the | 


, Philadelphia Record, has_ pur- 
‘chased The Trentonian, Trenton, 
|N. J. daily newspaper founded in 
1946 by the International Typo- 
| graphical Union. Purchase price 
/was not disclosed. The paper was 
| begun by the union when a long 
‘strike by the American Newspaper 
Guild shut down the Trenton 
Times newspapers. i 

| Goodrich, who now lives in New 
York, was executive vice-president 
of the Bronx Home News before it 
'merged with the New York Post. 


Chi Journal Polit. Tag 

Chicago Journal of Commerce is 
labeling its news stories with po- 
litical tags. Such items are brack- 
eted with individual’s or 
‘association with any or all of 564 
‘organizations which have been 
labeled as Communist or Commun- 
\ist-front by governmental agencies 
‘and the house Committee on Un- 
| American Activities. 

Journal, Chi’s affiliate of the 
Wall Street Journal, said it would 
|/not label any group as Fascist, 
since according to it, no such offi- 


Pao 1 


by the critics, and the antip-/ cial list exists. If amd when such a, in liquid holdings. 


qe0vnure c ‘ y ashe | s*'} 


i 
and Play ' 


Dramatists | 


has 


group's | 


yards of material. 





CHATTER 
Sprague Talbot, camera ace for 


periodicals | others of O’Casey, in America, to Look mag for four years, is step- 


ping out to work on his own. 

Publicist Arthur Miller starting 
weekly pieces for Collier’s, “Among 
My Souvenirs,” interviewing celebs. 

Windsor French in Hollywood 
for a month to round up column 
material for the Cleveland Press. 

“Knife and Fork in New York,” 
restaurant guide, being completely 
revised by Doubleday for August 
publication. 


| Cosmopolitan mag will publish 


Elick Moll’s yarn, “Purple Like 
Grapes,” with 20th-Fox paying 
$35,000 for the filming rights. 

Clifford Odets dedicated “The 

Big Knife” to Dr. M. V. Leof, father 
of legit p.a. Madi Blitzstein, for the 
forthcoming published edition of 
the play. 
' Fire destroyed the publishing 
plant of three Chicago suburban 
newspapers Monday (28). Building 
housed Cicero Life, Berwyn Life 
and Stickney Life. 

Bing Crosby did introduction to 
“Golf: A New Approach,” authored 
by Lhoyd Mangrum, 1948 golf 
champion, due for April publica- 
tion by Whittlesey House. 

Holiday mag devoting its entire 
March 16 issue to coverage of New 
York City, with special features on 
city’s government, art, commerce, 
| hotels, show biz and night life. 

March issue of Mademoiselle to 
carry article on trials and tribula- 
tions of freelance writing, featur- 
ing, among others, the career of 
Helen Colton, ex-VARIETY muggess. 


Louis Bromfield, Ohio author 
and farmer, has been selected as 
campaign chairman of a drive to 
raise more than $100,000 in Ohio 
for mental health purposes. The 
seal sale will be sponsored by the 
Ohio Mental Hygiene Assn. 

Lester Markel, Sunday editor of 
the N. Y. Times, investigates the 
effect of U. S. propaganda abroad 
in “Public Opinion and Foreign 
Policy.” He planned the volume 
'as well as edited the work of such 
| contributors as Times staffers Han- 

W. Baldwin, John Desmond, 


| son 

Cabell Philipps, James Reston and 
| Shepard Stone. Harpers is pub- 
|lishing in March for the Council 
on Foreign Relations. 











New Par Co. 


Continued from page $3 





‘to be part of a primary obligation 
of $17,500,000 which the new the- 
/atre company is assuming. Latter 
sum, in turn, evolves from an origi- 
nal $25,000,000 credit set up by 
Paramount several years ago with 
a financial syndicate headed by the 
First National Bank of Chicago. 

Out of $10,000,000 drawn from 
the $25,000,000 credit, $4,500,000 
is still owing. This sum will be 
paid up shortly. Another $2,000,000 
due on convertible notes to Bala- 
ban will also be cleared up. The 
new theatre circuit, incidentally, 
will receive $2,000,000 in cash from 
this latest financial transaction. 

2912° in DuMont 

_ Par owns 29!2°% in . DuMont 
consisting of 43,200 shares of A 
stock and 560,000 of B stock. Com- 
pany paid $560,000 originally for 
these holdings. Last week, it ad- 
vised the Federal Communications 
Commission that it is ready to sell 
for $7,000,000. Since the prod-dis- 
trib unit is given the stock, the 
‘sum realized on it will go to the 
' lot. 

Homeoffice building and theatre 
will ultimately be sold. Current 
negotiations are being pushed with 
| Prudential Life Insurance Co. Ask- 
ing price is $12,000,000 or there- 
abouts and the new company has 
five years to close the deal. 


While the exact cash holdings 
of parent company has not been 
disclosed, Par had $45,000,000 in 
that bracket at the end of 1947. 
Additionally, its film inventory 
came to another $45,000,000. 
Neither of these assets have been 
depleted substantially. Hence, the 
new production outfit goes to bat 
with approximately $120,000,000 


-———— = 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully + 


Hollywood, Mareh 1. 

The very night President Truman was calling Drew Pearson those 
fighting words in Washington, Hollywood was catching highly flattering 
closeups. of the columnist in Maxwell Shane's production of “City 
Across the River.” In fact Pearson both opened and closed the opus 
and did his pitch for ways to reduce juvenile delinquency very well. 

Unlike almost any other public character when confronted with the 
dual responsibility of looking into a camera and talking intelligently 
at the same time, Pearson never once looked down at his notes and 
never once stumbled on his way to the ultimate fade. For a baldheaded 
guy, additionally, he photographs okay. Whilé okay too for sound, his 
voice has defects. As in radio, he is on the adenoidal side and by no 
means an FDR. 

But he is an amazing fellow for keeping in the news while writing 
about the news. The week which culminated in the President's blast 
at him began with an expose of his radio programs wherein he tossed 
some mud at Father Charles Coughlin, a pastor long silenced to his 
parish in Royal Oak, Mich. Over the ABC hookup Pearson alleged that 
Father Coughlin had paid $68,000 to a Dr. Bernard F. Gariepy of Royal 
Oak for alienating the affections of Gariepy’s wife. 

Father Coughlin, Dr. Gariepy and the doctor's former wife all denied 
this Pearsonian inside story. In fact, they described it as vicious slander, 
reminding one and all that President Roosevelt had previously called 
Pearson a chronic liar, and that Pearson had subsequently been voted 
by his Washington colleagues as the most influential but least reliable 
of capital correspondents. 

On Friday, Feb. 18, the Tidings. a diocesan paper in Los Angeles, 
gave a column on its front page and ran over five columns on Page 11 
denouncing the eminent insider, his radio program and his character 
generally. 

To what payoff? The very next day. Pearson came into Los Angeles 
with the French Merci train, France's grateful response to the Pear- 
son-sponsored Friendship train. Subsequently he heard himself praised 
by Governor Warren, Mayor Bowron, Harry Warner and some badly 
translated French notables as something a little short of the savior of 
mankind. These tributes to Pearson went over the air and ceftainly 
fouled up the blast which the Tidings had directed against his prestige 
and. person, 

Two days later the President saw fit to express his unexpurgated 
opinion of Pearson, and as far as Hollywood was concerned that was 
nullified by the Maxwell Shane employment of Pearson as the valiant 
defender of youth and a crusader for the elimination of slums, which 
Pearson said he believed were ethe chief source of the j. d’s. 

Charmed or Charming Life? 

Unquestionably this guy leads a charmed life and has been doing 
so ever since he and his pal, Col. Robert Allen, first published their 
“Washington Merry Go Round” anonymously, got fired from their 
paper when their anonymity was exposed, and have both gone on to 
amazing journalistic heights ever since. Their climb has been through 
the device of perpetually exposing others, and even after they went 
their separate ways their mill kept grinding out the same gainful grist. 

The day Mr. Truman took him on Pearson was visiting the Grand 
Canyon for the first time in his life, the Santa Fe having extended to 
him and the French Merci train the hospitality of an overnight stay 
of the El Tovar. 

Pearson confessed that there were no inside stories to be written 
about the Grand Canyon, and that he, supposedly an expert at crouch- 
ing under the White House Cabinet table, was the last person to con- 
sider himself qualified to write about the canyon. So he spent a good 
deal of his space describing the effect it had on four French railroad- 
men who also were seeing it for the first time. 

Nothing new came out of their comments, nor his observation of 
their comments, but it was a nice way to get through a day while the 
Prez was trying to make him the patsy of the press. 

There is no question that Pearson has carved out for himself a 
niche in American journalism that is recognizable and substantial. 
Based on gossip, it has substance. It’s as if an old reporter of the 
Police Gazette should work himself up to a Ph. D. 


He seemingly isn’t interested in scandal per se. He is a demon for 
hunting out the news behind the news. 

Take His Word For It 

The surprising thing is that so many papers are willing to take his 
word for so many things which he couldn’t possibly have overheard 
first hand. 

He always writes as if actually he were under the table, quite sober, 
and his ears as wide open as a beagle’s. His radio predictions of things 
to come were as fantastic in the main as a gypsy palmist’s. But every- 
body felt these prophesies were merely teasers to hold audience-in- 
terest and satisfy a sponsor who felt that Pearson lacked Winchell’s 
showmanship and had better simulate it, or else. 


Both these columnists, incidentally, have hopped in and out of 
more hot water than anybody since Benvenuto Cellini, and Tom 
Paine. Unlike Pegler, who has concentrated practically all his fire on 
the Rogsevelts, labor and mobsters, Winchell and Pearson have ranged 
all the way from Peron to Peruna. Several times they have sought to 
reduce the conflicts to personalities and now and then, as in the case 
of Pearson under three presidents, have sycceeded, 

Winchell has had his quota of Hollywood attention but Pearson has 
somehow been neglected. Thére’s a picture in him obviously. Why 
not the Friendship-Merci thing? Like Stagecoach; it has the first 
quality of a good movie. At least it moves. 


His personal history is a bit unusual too. Born in Evanston, the 
Athens of Chicago, educated at Phillips-Exeter and Swarthmore, he 
married a countess in Washington about 25 years ago, dissolved that 
one, married Cissie Patterson’s daughter and moved the old mother- 
in-law fight to a literary plane until she fired his column out of her 
own paper. 

This Friendship Train type of extra journalistic activity is not new 
to Pearson either. He was directing social services among Serbs, 
Montenegroes, and Albanians as far back as 1919. He taught indus- 
trial geography at Columbia. He lectured over the chautauqua circuit. 
He interviewed Europe’s 12 greatest men. He hopped around Japan, 
China, Siberia. He rode on the coattails of Frank Kellogg when he 
was secretary of state and got everybody to sign an anti-war treaty in 
Paris (with tommyguns, as it turned out.) 

He headed one of the best writing teams of his time. He and Allen 
needled Washington into being not only the No.1 news spot of the 
world but the liveliest. They even turned their less plausible stories 
into a comic strip, where anything is believable. 

Came the war and Allen enlisted and was kicked upstairs to be 
Patton’s press agent, only to see Pearson exposing the general for 
slapping a sick soldier. By then Col. Allen couldn’t even slug his old 
pal, having lost an arm in combat. 

There is no question about it. Pearson has become the Richard 
Harding Davis of his time, ahd in many respects lots more believable 
when reduced to the documentary demands of a modern picture 


++ 
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“Tramlyn Begeerte” and doing 
good biz. 


roadwa 
B ie y Following prolonged squawks | 


Eleanor Powell and Frederick | ublishers of purely local 
Lonsdale off to Europe, Saturday | Pores Radio sedratin's Sun- | 
(26) on the Queen Mary. day night “Hit Parade” airing has | 

George Skouras, chairman of the | heen revamped entirely. New for-| 
Amusement Division for the Boy | mat doesn’t stick strictly to a “Top 
Scout drive, has been ailing since | 19” style but is so worked to in- 
December. | clude a bigger proportion of Dutch 

Harry Blair, RKO homeoffice | tunes, regardless of their position 
tradepaper rep, doing okay after in the sales lists. 
hurried appendicitis operation last | 
Thursday (24). | 

Sardi’s, w.k. show biz restaurant, | 
celebrating 22nd anni Saturday , 
(5). It’s also birthday for Renee | 
Carroll, Sardi stalwart. 


Metro producer Jack Cummings 
and. wife (Betty Kern) sailing on 
the Vulcania, Friday (4), for three- 
month European vacation. 

Milton M. Raison, Universal-In- 
ternational scripter, due east soon 
to have a story approved by the 
Customs Bureau in Washington. 

Radio City topper Gus Eyssell | 
has been in Lenox Hill hospital 
the past 10 days for a minor opera- 
tion. Expects to be out this week. 

Jack H. Skirball, prez of Skir-| 
ball-Manning Productions, named Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel, 
a member of the board of gov-| flew to Detroit for Institute of| 
ernors of Hebrew Union College. Blind benefit, returning in time for) 
He was formerly a rabbi. _ | his own show same night. 

Hugo Del Carril, South Ameri-| Jules Pfeiffer, legit producer, is 
can radio singer and film actor, in organizing a stage producing com- 
New York with his actress wife,| pany to originate from Chi, with 
Ana-Maria Lynch, on their first! John Cosgrave, director of “Glass 
visit. 'Menagerie” and “Joan of Lor- 

Thelma Ritter, who planed to’ raine,” as general manager. 
the Coast over the weekend, will Evelyn Knight, currently at Em- 
appear in “Father Was a Fullback”) pire Room of Palmer House, bed- 
as the first assignment under her ded with flu, necessitating subbing 
20th-Fox contract. ‘of entertainment. Mills Bros., now 

Robert Rossen, indie producer, at Chicago theatre, filled in two 
arrived in New York Monday (28) nights, with Dinning Sisters, loca! 
to look for story properties for his radio trio, taking care of another 
three-pic releasing deal with night. | 
Columbia Pictures. 

Dorothy Kirsten and Humphrey 
Doulens planed to the Coast Mon- 
day (28) where Miss Kirsten guest- 
stars with Al Jolson on the Kraft, 
show tomorrow (Thurs.). 

C. G. Castor, Spokane attorney, | 
searching for his parents, Frank 
and Lillian Gilmore, vet circus 
performers, who were last known 
to have been with Ringling Bros. 
He’s an adoptee. 

Henry Klinger, associate story 
editor for 20th-Fox, elected secre- 

tary and to the board of Mystery 
Writers of America. He’s not a 
whodunit scrivener himself, but 0 
; »res } y . » 1e 
—" in the group led to the nitery in Madrid. ; 

Victory Lodge, B'nai B'rith, to “Filomena,” a comedy by Italian 
stage its fifth annual contest and actor-manager Eduardo De Filippo, 
concert in memory of the late Was produced at the Teatro Kon- 
George Gershwin, April 23 at Car- | talba, Madrid, starring Tina Gasco 
negie Hall, with a cash prize of | and Fernando Granada. 
$1,000 to the best young American), Mexican legit company appear- 
composer. ing at the Teatro Madrid, Madrid; 

Lillian Hellman and Kermit) Pepita Serrador and her Argentine 

Bloomgarden, while in to cast Miss legit company appearing at the 

Hellman’s new play, “Montserrat,” Teatro Espanol, Madrid. | ; 

houseguested with Arthur Kober,| J. B. Priestley’s “‘Ever 

her ex-husband. Latter, incident-| Paradise” produced at the Teatro 
ally, doing another play on ’ 
own, also for Bloomgarden. Dennis Arundell, starring Conchita 

Irene Manning, who’s been ap- Montes and Guillerme Merin. 
pearing in London legit for the Miro Quesada’s Peruvian Ballet, 

ast 18 months, returned to New with dancer-singer Teresa Bolivar 

fork Friday (25) on the Queen and choreographer Dimitry 

Mary. She'll vacation hére for toff, arrived from Lima and is ap- 

about six weeks with her husband, pearing at the Teatro Comico, 

Clinton Green, then plans to trek Barcelona. 

to Britain for a possible film. 

Milton Berle to be feted at tesii- 
monial dinner sponsored by Inter- | 
faith in Action at the Waldorf, 
May 12. Berle was selected as hav- | 
ing contributed in both time and: 
money “to every philanthropic and 
humanitarian endeavor .. . without 
prejudice to creed, color or race.” 
Sait ins dae chairman of the Gene Austin playing the Copa. 
" Jesteh FP. Binns succeeded wan Frances Langford following 
Frank G. Wangeman as g.m. of. "Tienes a on headlini 
Plaza hotel, latter to manage the | Carousel this w _ B rt eee 
new Hilton Caribe, now under con- Maxie R ssc oe. 
struction in San Juan, P. R., while nn osenbloom coming in Fri- 

inns who is a veepee of the Hil-| aq; 4 
ton Hotels Corp., will also super- | a Poni? oy en heap mee 
vise the company’s interest in the Mid 0 co publicity for 
Roosevelt, and the May- 
flower hotel, Washington. 

Show biz and sports celebrities 








Chicago 

Nat Kalcheim, William Morris 
exec, in conferring with local Wil- 
liam Morris heads. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., doing 
p.a. at Palace this week in conjunc- 
tion with his “The Fighting 
O’ Flynn.” 

Victor Borge opens at Palmer 
House Empire Room March 3 in- 
stead of Phil Baker because of 
Baker’s illness. 

Mrs. William B. Walrath, found- 
er and guide of Evanston Cradle, 
houseguesting with Bob Hopes in 
Palm Springs, Calif. 

Zero Mostel, comic appearing at 


_ 
Spain 
By Geeno Garr 

Blanquita Amaro and her danc- 
ers from Cuba made their bow in 
Barcelona night club. 

“La Sin Pecado” (“She Had 
Never Sinned’’) melodrama in three 
acts by Julia Maura, is having an 
unexpected success at the Teatro 
Lara, Madrid. 

Anamaria Gonzales from Mexico, 
Afro-Cuban singer Oscar de Campo 
and Fernando Garcia Brazilian 
Orchestra appearing at the J. Hay 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Evans Family on Las Vegas en- 
gagement. 


Hospital 10 days for check-up. 


rs. Bert Lahr rushed back to 


7 : New York after “Make Mine Man- 
joined in a tribute to the late) jattan” opening because one of 


Fiorello H. La Guardia at the .):)3.. cn 

Skouras Park Plaza theatre, Bronx, children was ill. 
last night (Tues.) as part of the. 
$150,000 fund-raising campaign for | 
the community Haarlem House. 
Proceeds from a special showing ' 
of “Mother Is a Freshman” were 
turned over to the campaign. 


Amsterdam 


By Den Berry 

Paul Robeson booked to do con-'| 
cert tour in Holland in May. 

“The Iron Curtain,” recently- 
banned, has been okayed by cen- 
sors. 

J. B. Priestley’s “The Linden 
Tree” at the Stadsschouwburg un- 
der Dutch title “De Lindenboom.” 


Frans Vroons, tenor of the vas date here, opening May 17. 
Nederlandsche Opera, is set tor Woody Herman band and King 
appearances in New York and Chi-, Cole Trio here last week for a 
cago this year. benefit. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” run-| Hildegarde in for her annual ap-_ 
ning at Centraal theatre here in pearance at Hotel Statler’s Em- 
Dutch. version under title of bassy Room starting March 3. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


_ James Elliott, youthful Broad- 
way producer, in town for pow- 
wows with State Dept. officials pre- 
paratory to taking off tor South 
| America to tour three legit com- 
panies under aegis of the depart- 
ment. 

Libby Holman and Gerald Cook 
return for a two-day date of folk 
songs March 16 and 17. 

Maurice Bergman, chairman of 
industry bond committee, in town 
for Treasury confabs on savings 
bond drive, 

Ringling Brothers-Barnum & 
Bailey will play season's first can- 


his' Gran Via, Madrid, with music by | 


London 


Nellie Wallace left 
$33,000, all to charity. 
Daughter born to film stars Bar- 
bara White and Keiron Moore in 
London, Feb. 22. ; ; 
Johnny Firman, managing direc- 
tor of B. Feldman Music Co.. back 
from fortnight’s holiday at Nice. 
Robert Shackleton — shares the 
leading role in “Carissima” with 
the Norwegian singer Ivan Ceder- 
holm, who plays at matinees. 
“Portrait by Lawrence,” 


around 


new 


| Norman Ginsbury play, is having 


tryout at Stratford theatre, prior 
to West End. 
with Jessica Spencer to play the 
lead. 

Soon after his arrival from New 
York, Lew Grade flew to Paris to 


| take looksee at current acts in the 


Circus Medrano new bill for im- 
portation to America. | 

Helen Backlin, American, 
appeared in J. B. Priestley’s “Home 
Is Tomorrow,” making screen 
debut in filmization by George 
Brown of current stage success, 
“The Chiltern Hundreds.” 

Flora Robson on five weeks’ tour, 
from end of March, for Combined 
Services Entertainments Unit, 
Germany. 
Quarters,” 


play in which 


the war. 


BBC: televising Jack Waller's | 


oldie musical, “Yes, Madam,” done 
at London Hippodrome some 12 
years ago. Bobby Howes and 


| Wylie Watson will play their orig- 
inal roles, with Carol Raye skedded | 


for Minnie Hale part. Show’s in- 
itial TV is March 20. 

Richard Greene expected here 
from Hollywood early in April on 
two picture assignments. First will 
be for Anatole de Grunwald, fol- 
lowed by pic to be produced and 
directed by Anthony Havelock Al- 
lan in which Valerie Hobson will 


| play leading femme role. 


Gregory Ratoff off to Paris for 
short vacation, then departs to 
Hollywood to finalize deal with Ed- 
ward G. Robinson to come to Lon- 
don to costar in ‘‘My Sister Jo,” 
which he is to direct for Alexander 
Korda. Shooting is to start at 
Sound City in June. Costars will 
be Peggy Cummins and Peggy Ash- 
croft, who leaves cast of “The 
Heiress.” 


P . 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse) 


Carmen Amaya will open at the 


ABC March 4. , 

Chaz Chase back at Lido after 
six-week vacation. 

Cirque Medrano scheduled for 
/new show March 4. 


Kirsten Flagstad does. guest 


Since | spots at the National Opera March 


| 4, 7, 11 and 14. 


then back to Palais de Chaillot. 


Edith Piaf, on tour in middle 
east, returns in three weeks for 
Ros- personal appearance in Barcelona. 
Columbia exec, 


Lacy Kastner, 
leaves for Holland and then will 
'g 


o to Germany for first postwar, 


/ tour. 


| Henri Salvador won the Grand 


| Prix Disque of 1948 with his re- 


'cording of “Because I Have Good wife, 


| Courage.” 
' Gerry Levin to produce ‘Anna 


Lucasta” for Paris. Jean Mercure, 


'who directed the French version 


Jane Gibson, of KQV, in Magee of “Skipper Next to God,” will han- | 


die this one. 
Henry Cassidy, NBC European 


chief, is playing the part of a news- | 


paperman in the French produc- 
tion of “Thank You, Mr. Grock.” 


Story is a biopic on the life of the | 
famous Swiss clown. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Myrna Loy and Gene Markey ex- | 


pected at San Remo on the Italian 


Riviera. 
Elline Walter, 


Broadway in 


last 


Edward Cianelli and his wife are 
in Rome. Cianelli will start his 
third picture in Italy soon. 

John Mills, owner of the Milroy 
Club in London, is vacationing in 
Rome before leaving for Africa. 

Gregor Rabinovitch will leave 
for a business trip. first to Paris, 
then New York and Hollywood. 

City of Milan making plans for 
an International Congress and Ex- 
position of Television next fall. 

“Six Characters in Search of an 
Author,” by Luigi Pirandello. in 
Italian, at the Little Theatre in 
Rome. 

Winifred Heidt and Eugene Con- 
ley, two American singers, scoring 
at the San Carlo Opera Co. in 


| Naples. * 


“Hamlet” in Italian and “The 
Eagle Has Two Heads” in French 


/are at the Arcoboleno and Quiri- 


netta, respectively. 
Mihail Rasumny, Hollywood ar- 


Author is dickering | 


who 


Katharine Dunham and troupe 
to Nice for one-night stand, and 


seen on, 
i “Marinka.” is in. 
Rome studying opera. | 


the Excelsior Hotel. 

Elaine Shephard, Hollywood ac- 
tress, visiting Rome. Her husband, 
Col. George Hartman, joined her 
‘from his post at Istanbul. 

Carnival season is here, and 
every night is New Year’s Eve, with 
}every night club, hotel and bar do- 
ing capacity business to people in 
costumes and masks or evening 
clothes. ‘ 

Sinclair Lewis, who has been liv- 


weeks, will move to Venice, where 
ihe will continue his articles for 
‘the Hearst papers and work on his 


| new book. 

| William C. Tubbs, Broadway 
|character actor, has been signed 
for his fifth picture in Italy. Tubbs 
has been cast as “Prince Pigna- 
telli” in the Victor Pahlen-Edgar 
Ullmer production, “Pirates of Ca- 
pri,” starring Louis Hayward. 

The “brownout” of Rome con- 
tinues. The city is zoned and each 
zone is without current two days 
a week from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. At 
(other times of the day all through 
| the week, the electricity is cut to 
|about half of the normal amount. 
| American Express Co. closes at 
4:30 p.m. 





She appears in “Close | 
she } 
starred with Oscar Homolka before | 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Christine Norden in town on 
| vacation. 

Nigel Fitzgerald to London for 
'film roles. 
| BBC producer Maurice Browne 
on visit hére. 
| Tenor James Brittain to England 
for vaude tour. 


Michael MacLiammoir planed to | 


Paris on vacation. 
Comedian Cecil Sheridan 
skedded for English vaude. 
Robert Wolff, London boss of 
RKO, due in Ireland on biz. 
Scriptwriter Harry O. Donovan 
out of hospital after operation. 
Monty Morton, United Artists 
/sales manager, in from London. 


Micheal MacLiammoir on sick- | 


list; will be out at least six weeks. 

W. R. Rodgers here to disk pro- 
gramms on W. B. Yeats and James 
| Joyce for BBC. 

Stanley Adams, Irish manager 
for G. B. Instructional Films, to 
| London for talks at h.o. 
| Iris Lawler and Aidan Grennell, 


|lead players with Longford Pro- 
spring 


ductions, planning late 
wedding. 


Government spokesmen 


equipment and installation. 


: Minneapolis 


By Lee Rees 
“Carousel” 
March. 
Ted Weems into Prom for one- 
nighter. 
St, Paul Civic Opera Co. to do 
“Song of Norway.” 


“I Remember Mama” underlined. 

Pied Pipers into Hotel Radisson 
| Flame Room with Mel Cooper orch. 
| Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
'race has Art Kassell orch on four- 
_ week date. - 

Jon Hall stopped over to visit 
Frances Langford, now at 
‘Club Carnival. ' 

_ Sigmund Romberg orch to make 
fourth local appearance at RKO- 
| Orpheum March 16-17. 

Abe Burrows, appearing at Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room, completing 
his first book for Doubleday. 

Minneapolis Symphony orch 
| back after month’s tour on which 
it played to more than 75,000 per- 
sons. 

Dorothy Lewis Ice Show con- 
|cluded nine-month run at Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace and re- 
turns 
summer engagement. 

Kay Francis, at Lyceum in 
| “Favorite Stranger,” and Abe Bur- 
rows from Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room, 
Variety club’s Valentine party. 


'ganizing touring company to pre- 
sent “Glass Menagerie” in Minne- 
'sota, Wisconsin and North and 
South Dakota towns this winter. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Sheila Barrett into Leon 
Eddie's, Palm Beach. 

Carroll and Gorman into Five 
O’Clock club, joining holdover 
Mickey Shaughnessy. 

Ben Blue, Lessy and Moore 
being ticketed for Copa City en- 
gagement in mid-March. 

Beth Challis plus Copsey and 
Ayres join the Vagabonds in new 
| sew at Clover Club, Wednesday 

2). 

Brook Club closed Saturday (26) 
several weeks earlier than usual 
| though Hildegarde engagement had 
them standing up. Gambling 


and 


jlor now appearing in “Pirates of crackdown by governor blamed. 


Capri,” seriously ill at his suite at | 


ing in Florence for the past few | 


say no 
| prospect of video station here in 
near future owing to high cost of 


set for Lyceum in 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre has 


in May for usual spring- | 


entertained Northwest | 


Old Log, local strawhatter, or- | 


| ‘ TTT 
Hollywood 


Frank Perritts celebrated 
aie weeene 5 thelr 

ary Cooper back in tow 
a Colorado vacation. pheno 

Jimmy Stewart to Chicago to 
emcee a Red Cross show. 

Richard Conte suffered a slight 
SOC URN OS in a fall on 20th-Fox 
ot, 

Wladimir Lissim arrived from 
Paris to gander new prod 
RKO. er.» 

Henry Ginsberg hosied Daviq 
Lawrence. mayor of Pittsburgh, on 
Paramount lot. ; 

Monte Hale emcee at charity 
_dance for paraplegic veterans in 
| Birmington hospital. 
| Andre Hakim in from Paris to 
spend a month with his brothers 
Robert and Raymond. ag 

Lois Butler planed to Alaska to 
| be queen of annual ice show and 
dog race at Fairbanks. 

RKO tossed a luncheon for Pear] 
Gage to celebrate her 25th year 
|on studio switchboard. 

Bing Crosby drew a Nipponese 
Oscar, a vase three feet high, as 
|/most popular screen player in 
| Japan. 

Jane Wyman leaves for London 
late next month to star in “Stage 
Fright,” which Alfred Hitchcock 
will direct. 

William S. Hart, Jr., was granted 
| a 60-day continuance of his suit to 
| break the will of his father, inyoly- 
| ing $1,200,000 estate. 
| Saul Bass, on his way to accept 
|medal at Art Directors’ Award 
| dinner, wound up in a hosiptal asa 
ete of an auto crash in Pasa- 
aena. 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Douglas Sirk of Hollywood, in 
town. 

Pix admission prices upped 10 
groschen, 

Upton Sinclair's 
at Theatre of ’'49. 

Ellabelle Davis, U.S. singer, to 
‘appear in Konzerthaus. 

Grete Wiesenthal off to South 
America for dance tour. 

Teddy Kern, 48, legit and film 
comedian, died suddenly. 

_ John Dored of Paramount look- 
|ing over story prospects. 

First U. S. pic to be synchron- 
ized here is “Guest Wife.” 

Bruno Walter inked for two con- 
certs during Salzburg season. 

_ Paula Wessely ended her work 
in film, “Vagabonds,” done in Salz- 
burg studio. 

Hans Moser, comedian. back 
| after extensive tour through North 
and South America. 
| French star Francoise Rosay 
filming in the Tyrol under direc- 
tion of Mare Allegret. 

_Thirteen more musical _ tele- 
vision pix made by Helios, Berna 
'and Ambassador in their studios. 
' Rudolf Sieczynski, composer of 
'“Wien, Nr Du Allein,” and vice- 
| President of AKM, is 70 years old. 
' Burg Theatre ensemble appear- 
|ing in provinces, playing Tennes- 
see Williams’ “Glass Menagerie.” 
_ Noomi Aleskovsky, solo dancer 
of Tel Aviv state opera, inked for 
evening in Mozarthall, Konzert- 
haus, 

__ Alfred Dostal, founder of Capi- 
tol Disk Co., which produced no 
disks. got three years for embez- 
| zlement. 

| Director Erwin Turga and actor 
|Otto Hoerbarth seriously hurt. 
|when theatre bus collided with 
train near St. Poelten. 

| President Urban of the Book and 
|Music publishers Assn. announced 
that exports for 1948 reached the 
record figure of $943,000. 

| Mary Maddox inked for appear- 
ances in Mozarteum, Salzburg, after 
successful concerts of Negro spir- 
/ituals in Konzerthaus here. F 

Heinrichhof building opposite 
opera, badly damaged during war, 
'to be torn down. Heinrichhof Cafe. 
once hangout of theatrical folk, 
‘will not be reconstructed. 


ss e 
Mexico City 

By D. L. Grahame 
Fredric March and _ Florence 
| Eldridge visiting. 
_ Mother of Linda Christian (Mrs. 
'Tyrone Power) has opened a gift 
shop here. , 
| Max Gomez, Monogram skipper; 
| booked “The Babe Ruth Story 
|into the Cine Mexico. 

Fernando and Mapy _ Corles. 
Puerto Rican stage-pix players, 
returned for pic work. 

Strike on against six local sec- 
jond-run cinemas to enforce = 
mands for pay hikes of 50% 1 
80°. ' 
| Maria Conesa, Spanish come- 
‘dienne, 45 years a trouper, mistress 
of ceremonies for the Blue Room 
‘floor show at Hotel Waldorf. l- 
| Justino and Secta, of the — 
-Repensky Family, bareback riders, 


“Atom Bomb” 


‘headlining with the Circo Atayde, 


|Latin American circus Speed 
| here, will go to N.Y. for sea 
with the Ringling circus. | 
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AFM Lauded 


Continued from page 1 


peing that the locals will no longer 
control the funds. 


Office for the new trust fund 
was opened yesterday (1) at 11 E. 
47th st., N. Y. Rosenbaum will 
devote two days a week to his 
job as trustee, and has already 
picked Ralph Birnes, formerly with 
World Broadcasting Co., to head , 
his staff as chief accountant. When 
the new fund gets rolling towards 
the end of .’49, he says, the office 
will make from 15,000 to 18,000 
payments a month (previously paid 
out by the locals), creating quite 
an accounting problem. 

Rosenbaum expects that receipts 
to the fund for the first full year 
will be about $1,250,000, which is 
a smaller amount than the AFM 
annually had for welfare disposal. 
Payments for the last quarter of 
1948 are practically all in (the 
new fund started on disk sales 
made since October, ’48), and gross 
receipts for that quarter are rough- 
ly $330,000. This is about a 25% 
drop against the last quarter of ’47, | 
explained by the fact that sales of 
records have dropped that much. 


Payouts End ’49 


Rosenbaum won't begin his dis- 
bursements till end of °49, when 
the old fund (which the AFM dis- 
bursed till the Taft-Hartley law 
prevented), will be used up. There 
was about $4,500,000 collected up 
till the end of °47. About $1,600,- 
000 each was disbursed in ’47 and 
’48: $1,500,000 should be expended 
in °49, to wind it up. 

Rosenbaum, who is former prez 
of WFIL, Philly, and former vice- 
prez of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
Assn., say he also noted something 
else of interest in AFM adminis- 
tration of welfare funds. Although 
most of its members are pop musi- 
cians, the AFM looked on longhair 
as its best public relations medium, 
a valued means of winning favor- 
able opinion for the Federation. 
They felt that the thinking ele- 
ment in the country that supports 
legislation, is interested in serious 
music. Hence, the AFM, in plan- 
ning its programs on which it 
spent the disk welfare funds, lean- 
ed to the longhair on the practical 
grounds it would interest those 
people whose support, legislatively 
or otherwise, it sought. 

The AFM, says Rosenbaum, did 
not use the disk welfare funds 
under the old setup merely to hand 
out jobs to members, or to its un- 
employed, but adopted a plan to 
use the money exclusively for pub- 
lic service. Quality of product was 
the first thing emphasized. AFM 
gave concerts in schools, play- 
grounds and hospitals. Figures. 
compiled for °47 first year AFM 
fund was administered, give a full 
picture how the money went, says | 
Rosenbaum, while pointing out 
how the AFM leaned to longhair | 
for better public relations. 

Under the fund in °47, the AFM | 
fave 2,611 playground perform- 
ances; 4,700 performances in hos- | 
pitals (with small units); gave 1,- 
764 #=military band concerts; 
appeared in 140 parades; gave 
1,394 symphony concerts (with 
orchs under 60 men), and 143 
concerts with symphonies of over 
60 men each. Thus, he points out, 
of about 11,000 performances of 
every character, over 1,500 were of 
concert of symphonic type. 

















screen—although they may also 
find a market as books or mag 
pieces—are figured to save coin on 
Preparation for filming. 

What burns the story eds in 
making their pitches to authors is 
that the writers almost always take 
the attitude that films are a lesser 
field not quige worthy of their tal- 
ents. Despite the fact that the 
returns from a yarn sold to Holly- 
wood are generally many times 
greater than proceeds from a book 
or mag, the writers frequently take 
the view that a film sale is strictly 
incidental. 

The second thing that gripes the 
eds is that writers, when they are 
convinced that picture sales are a 
worthwhile effort, will whack 
something off their typewriters in 
short order and with none of the 
thought or care they'd put into a 
Piece for print. Editors say they 
are constantly receiving manu- 
Scripts from well-known authors 
of material that is so shoddy that 
they'd never think of letting their 
Publishers or a mag editor see it. , 
ey have a supercilious idea that 
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|available, but 
jare still 
ithe form of option money to tide 


|ton Webb out of the MCA stable. 


'man is getting his 10% on the, 


| Pound Home Px | 


“anything’s good enough for Hol- 
lywood,” and then are surprised 
when such material doesn’t sell. 
Metro, 20th-Fox and Paramount 
have been leaders in the practice 
of going out and tapping writers 
to do stories. Sometimes the ed- 
itors supply the nucleus of an idea, 





which the writer can work out or 
sometimes the scrivener has an| 
idea of his own which an editor | 
can help him develop. | 


Encouragement of this film-| 
slanted writing was easier when | 
the companies were freer with sub- | 
sidies for authors. Economy de- | 
mands have reduced the amounts 
Par, M-G and 20th 
handing out largesse in 
over authors with an idea _ that 
seems worth developing. Books 
and mags have now cut out these 
advances or are being so frugal 
with them that film companies are 
getting something of a break. 

“Slattery’s Hurricane,” currently 
in production at 20th, was obtained 
in this way. It was originally an 
idea contained in a ]!2-page letter 
by Herman Wouk to his agent, Hal 
Matson. Fox handed Wouk $5,000 | 
to expand and develop the yarn 
against $50,000 for an acceptable 
completed story. He also later re- 
ceived another $35,000 for work on | 
the screenplay and as technical ad- 
viser. 

Another 20th deal in the effort 
to develop stories was purchase of 
a second original from Eleazar 


Lipsky, New York attorney, who 


provided the basic yarn for the} 


successful “Kiss. of 
Death.” Eastern story ed Bert 
Block and his associate, Henry 
Klinger, had an idea for a script 
concerning a lawyer. They handed 


company’s 


it to Lipsky to develop, giving him | 


$3,000 against $15,000 if the com- 
pleted original wes _ successful. 
Lipsky turned out a 30-page synop- 
sis which was snapped up by 20th 
production chief Darryl F. Zanuck | 
and has been set for production 
under the tentative lable, ‘The 
Story of Harry Kincaid.” 














Warners Acquires | 
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114° of the gross over $400,000. 
What WB paid him for it isn’t 
known. It has been learned, how- 


ever, that the studio handed Selz- 
nick $1,500,000 for the seven play- 
ers and a director which it is bor- 
rowing. 

Not included in the WB deal is 
Selznick’s portion of his contract 
for Robert Mitchum. Jack Warner, 
it is understood, 


er’s jail sentence. Another top 
DOS star not included is Dorothy 
McGuire. . 

Hard feelings which developed, 
because of the deal, between Feld- 
man and Music Corp. of America 
was heightened during the past 
week when Feldman sniped Clif- 


MCA was burned on the Selznick 
arrangement because it agented 
the original deals for the players 
with DOS. It continues to get only 
its commission on the salaries Selz- 
nick is paying them, while Feld- 





overage being paid by Warners to) 
Selznick. 


-Major’s 50 Wks. 


Continued from page 1 


date for its shows at the N. Y. 











flagship. 

The Big Four’s 50 weeks are the 
largest number of playing time 
they've had since 1935. 

It’s currently estimated that in- | 
dependent playing time provide 
approximately another 50 weeks. 
Schine circuit has about nine 
weeks, Sherman office has Six | 
weeks, Al Rickard, Charles Hogan, 


‘the one and two day stands of the 


RKO and Loew circuits around 
New York booked by indie per- 
centers, and the Bert Levy time in 
the northwest, Fanchon & Marco 


‘in St. Louis, the Katz houses in 


Century circuit, Siritzky 
Comerford chain, among | 


Ohio, 
houses, 


‘others, can probably approximate 


the time booked by the majors. 
Of course, the approximate 100 
weeks now available is a drop in 
the bucket in comparison to the 
time offered in the days when the 
Keith-Albee vaude empire flour- | 
ished. Nonetheless, the vaude in- 
dustry is at its most optimistic 
state since the middle ‘30's. It’s 
expected that more time will be 
forthcoming as the top picture 
shortage becomes more acute and 
when effects of divorcement be- 
come more apparent. — 


, a4 


\is with Warner Bros. 


refused to con- | 
sider Mitchum in view of the play- | 


'mar is asking for an 


stands. 


MARRIAGES | 


Carol N. Starr to Robert L. Wal-! 
den, New York, Feb. 27. Bride is} 
daughter of Herman Starr, Warner 
Bros. veepee and prexy of Music 
Publishers Holding Corp. 

Ann Arient to William G. John- 
son, Feb. 24, in New York. Bride 
is a model; he’s stage manager for 
legit play, “The Ivy Green,” cur- 
rently trying out. 

Patricia Curry to Don Hine, 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. He’s a tele- 
vision producer at Don Lee’s 
KTSL. 

Rosalyn Simon to Allan Shine, 
Pittsburgh. Feb. 27. He’s with Wes 
Parker orch. 

Oolagh Herity to William Dun- 
phy, Cork, Ireland, Feb. 19. Both 
are actors with the George Daniells 
Ce. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
daughter.. New York. Feb. 14. 
Father is member of Barton & 
Brady vaude team: mother was 
also a vaude performer known pro- 
fessionally as Cindy Blair. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Friedman. 
son, New York, Feb. 23. Father 
home office 


Barton 


publicity dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rosner, 
son. New York, Feb. 23. Father is 
with Warner Bros. contract dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Erv Segebrecht, 
daughter, Chicago. Feb. 20. Mother 
is Marie Gifford on WMAQ’s 
“Town and Farm” radio show 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Nasser. daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Feb. 23. Father is a 
film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grinde, 
daughter, Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 
13. Father is announcer at WHB 
in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl! Wells. daugh- 
ter. Kansas City, Mo.. Feb. 23. 
Father is announcer at WHB there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Ciemielewski, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
Father’s on WWSW staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrie O'Daniels, 
daughter, Detroit. Feb. 24. Father 
is Managing director of the Detroit 
Civic Opera; mother is an actress. 
known professionally as Avis Kent. 











L. A. Par | 
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lease which requires it to buy Para- 
mount product exclusively for the 
LA showcase. Paramount's evic- 
tion case is based on the claim that 
the F&M subsid has violated the 
clause. Partmar is contending that 
the Supreme Court decision in 
the Government suit makes the 
provision illegal. 


In its intervention move, Part- 
injunction 
to restrain the eviction action. Or- 
dinarily, its lease expires in 1952. 
The settlement, according to the 
F&M operator, would arbitrarily 
junk the high court decision with- | 
out any court deciding on the 
specific question. Other theatres 
are also tied by the same clause, 
Partmar’s attorney, John Harlan. 
Amend, claims. 

Paramount theatre has been op- 
erated by F&M since 1933. The 
film company’s eviction suit has 
been inactive for several months 


_| after it was taken off the calendar 
|in LA pending the results of the 


Government action. Partmar’s $4,- 
500,000 action, however, based on 
alleged compulsory bookings still | 
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| WB Concessions 
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tage of easier selling strictures 
which are incorporated in other 
decrees. 


It is not believed that Metro | 
will seek a settlement since it is 
generally conceded that the com- 
pany is in the strongest defensive 
position of the Big Five. As for , 
20th, Spyros Skouras, company 
prez, has already announced that 
it will go after a settlement im- 
mediately following announcement 
of a Paramount pact. Since 


| Skouras wants to maintain an ine 


tegrated film setup which would 
retain many of the theatres, ob- 
servers do not credit the company 
with much chance of winning a 
favorable deal. 

In declaring that his company 
will fight on, Warner said: “We 
will not give up our theatres with- 
out a court fight. We have taken 
years to accumulate the company 
assets we have, and we will fight 
to hold them.” WB operates over 


i 450 houses. 


OBITUARIES 





MES FRANCIS DOOLEY 

James Francis Dooley, 69, one 
of yesteryear’s vaude headliners, 
died at his home in Freeport, L. L., 
Feb. 23. 

A dancer, singer and comedian, 
Dooley with his wife, the late 
Corrinne Sales, formed the 


team of Dooley and Sales, which} 


toured the country as one of the 
stars acts of the Keith circuit. 
They retired 20 years ago. 
Dooley, an Irish Catholic was 
converted to Judaism when he 
married Miss Sales after they 
teamed their talents for vaude- 
ville. His wife, who died last year, 
was Jewish and wanted their chil- 
dren to be brought up in her faith. 
Ten years ago, Dooley bought 
the Hi-De-Ho night c!ub in Bald- 


win, L. I. He operated it for nine 
years. 

A daughter, Patricia Rachel 
Dooley, survives. 


Funeral services were held Fri- 
day (25) at the Riverside Chapel, 
Far Rockaway, L. I. 





JOHN B. HENDRICKS 

John B. Hendricks, 76, an actor 
and singer who retired in 1945 
after a stage career of more than 
30 years, died in Elizabeth, N. J., 
Feb. 26. 

He made his stage debut with 
DeWolf Hopper in “Isle of Spice.” 
He later appeared in both dramatic 
and musicomedy productions. 

He appeared in many Gilbert 
and Sullivan operetta roles in this 
country as a member of the Savage 
Opera Co. 

He was a member of the Lambs, 
Catholic Actors’ Guild and Actors 
Equity. 

His wift, Mary 
dricks, a retired 
1947. 

Surviving are a daughter, 
brother. 


Fanning Hen- 
actress, died in 


and a 





CHARLES HANSON TOWNE 

Charles Hanson Towne, 72, au- 
thor and editor, died in New York 
Feb. 28. He was a prominent fig- 
ure in legit and literati circles, and 
was at one time editor of Smart 
Set mag. Besides authoring many 
books, he collaborated with Amy 
Woodforde-Finden on four song 
cycles, including ‘Five Little Jap- 
anese Songs” and “The Magic 
Casement.” He also worked with 
Deems Taylor in writing “The City 


of Joy,’ and in 1940 appeared in a 
road company of “Life With 
Father.” 


A sister survives. 
ROMAN BOHNEN 

Roman Bohnen, 55, character 
actor, died Feb. 24 in Hollywood 
following a heart attack. He was 
stricken while working backstage 
in the Actors Laboratory Theatre, 
of which he was chairman. 

Bohnen began his stage career 
in 1928 and became .a film player 
10 years later. His first picture was 
“Vogues of 1938.” He was deeply 
interested in the little theatre 
movement and was the driving 
force behind the Actors Lab. Sur- 
viving is his daughter, 11. 


CARLOTTA 

Lottie Aymar, 92, who had been 
a featured aerial artist and bare- 
back rider under professional 
name of Carlotta, died in Santa 
Monica, Cal., Feb. 22. 

During her career she had been 
featured with leading circuses, 
and after retiring as a performer 
she became a wardrobe woman 
for circus productions. 


EMELIA J. SCHNEIDER 

Emelia Joan Schneider, 72, dra- 
matic coach and former actress, 
died at her home in Stapleton, 
Staten Island, Feb. 23. 

For several summers Miss 
Schneider directed plays for stu- 
dents at Columbia University’s 
McMillen theatre. 

Surviving are a sister and a 
brother. 


CLARY SETTELL 

Clary Settell, 66, sports writer 
and sportscaster for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., died in To- 
ronto, Feb. 3. He had been with 
CBC since 1938. 

Prior to that Settell had been 
a columnist for the Los Angeles 
Examiner and had handled sports- 
casts for Columbia Broadcasting 
System from the Coast. 


SIR STANLEY MARCHANT 

Sir Stanley Marchant, 65, com- 
poser of the Te Deum sung at the 
jubilee service for King Gegrge V 
in 1937, died in London, Feb. 28. 
Principal of the Royal A¢gademy 
of Music, London, since 1936, 
Marchant was formerly an organ- 
ist at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

A wife, son and daughter survive. 

















MRS. ALDARILLA S. BEISTLE 
Mrs. Aldarilla §. Beistle, 53, 
author of children’s books and 


scripter of “Fairy Tale Theatre” 
program for WGAR, Cleveland, 
died after a heart attack in that 
city, Feb. 26. 

A native of Pittsburgh, she was 
the widow of Morton J. Beistle, 
former head of Allied Products Co. 


HENRY SVEDROFSKY 





Henry Svedrofsky, 60, concert 
master, died Feb. 21 at his home in 
Los Angeles. 

Born in Vienna, Svedrofsky 


came to this country 40 years ago 
and for 24 years functioned as as- 
sistant conductor of the L. A. Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. For the last 
10 vears he conducted the Stand- 
ard Symphony on the radio 


Mother, 74, of Katherine Forbes, 
author of ““Mama’s Bank Account,” 


which formed the basis for the 
play and screen production of “I 
Remember Mama,” died in San 


Francisco, Feb. 24. 

Son, 11, of Jules Epstein, owner 
of a midwest chain of hotels in- 
cluding the Hollenden, Cleveland, 
died of drowning .Feb. 23 in Chi- 
cago, when ice on which he was 
skating gave way. 





Father of Tony Hardt, former 
radio producer for Young & Rubi- 
cam agency, died in Harrisburg, 
Pa., Feb. 4. 





Father of Kay O’Grady, dancer 
in “Make Mine Manhattan,” died 
in Boston, Feb. 26. 

Mother of Richard Hubbell, tele- 
vision consultant, died in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Feb. 22. 
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income from Broadway  produc- 
tions, on which the Guild gets a 
sliding scale amounting to around 
2° of the gross, remains about the 
same. 

There are numerous other show 
business names, besides Miss Sill- 
cox. among the “Detective Story” 
backers. They include publicist 
Ben Sonnenberg, $1,500; film writ- 
er-producer Billy Wilder, $1,500: 
film director Anatole Litvak, $1.- 
500; Nedda Harrigan Logan, wife 
of director Joshua Logan, $750: 
her daughter, ex-actress Ann Con- 
nelly Lester, $750; theatrical attor- 
ney Mortimer Becker, represent- 
ing a syndicate, $750; Irwin H. and 
Nathan Kramer, owners of the Ho- 
tel Edison, N. Y., $1,500 each: Har- 
riet Amase, wife of producer Paul 
Amase, $7,500; pressagent Leo 
Freedman, $1,500; general mana- 
ger Herman Bernstein, $1,500. 

Also, pressagent Sol Jacobson, 
$750; house manager Carl Fisher, 
$1,500; Irwin Shaw, $1,500; attor- 





‘ney Arthur B. Krim, $1,500; 20th- 


Fox executive Joseph Moskowitz, 
$5,250; pressagent Harry Sobol, 
$1.500; film director John Huston, 
$1,500; Paramount executive John 
Byram, $750; theatre manager 
Louis A. Lotito, $1.500; Edgar, Jo- 
seph and Howard Cullman, a total 
of $13.500; Hilda Kook. wife of 
lighting technician Eddie Kook, 
$1,500; comedy writer Max Wilk, 
$1.500; attorney Morris Schrier, 
representing Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, $3,000: Ralph Bellamy, $4,500: 
Gertrude Appelbaum, representing 
a syndicate, $750; Kermit Bloomgar- 
den $7.500; Leland Hayward (who 
originally held the script), $4,500, 
and film director William Wyler, 
$1,500. 

Play, in which Bellamy and Meg 
Mundy are co-starred, is budgeted 
at $75.000, subject to 3314% over- 
call. General partners are Lind- 
say, Crouse and the author’s sister, 
May Kirshner. 


Odets--— 


Continued from page 1 


you have the item of authenticity 
as itraffected my selection of the 
Hellywood background.” 

Frankly, Odets doesn’t like Hol- 
lywood. Not because of anything it 
has done to him personally, but be- 
cause of what he feels it has done 
to many others. 

“Holiywood,” he concludes, “has 
been a community of corruption, 
conniving. loose moral values and 
similar liabilities. It has been 
ruled by schemers, cheats, egotists 
and despots. But that is changing 
now. The newer generation among 
the leaders is getting away from 
that sort of thing.” 

But despite his low opinion of 
the film center, Odets insists that 
“getting even” had no part in the 
creation of “The Big Knife.” 
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